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“He cried with a loud voice Lazarus, come forth, and he that was dead came
forth" John 11. 43, 44.
“He calleth whom He would : and they came unto Him " Mark 3. 13.

—————

A Word of Introduction.

AGAIN GOD has spared us {o glorify His Nume, we irust
through these pages. Oh thal this may ever be the object
of writer and believing reader alike. It is a wondrous privilege -
to have His truth—a privilege with a great responsibitily. The
opportunity of KNOWING what He has appointed makes it very
s rious if any of us neglect {o know.  Recady and heppy cbedi-
ence well befils those pluckcd out of the fi-e (Ze h. 3. 2),
whose life is no longer their own (Gal. 2. 20, 1 Cor. 6.20),"
Surely the believer should be more distinci from the unbelicver. -
surely glad and devoted scrvice should shine forth even in dL-
tails (1 Cor. 10. 31). N
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“ They Sap Daily Anto M2, Where is Thy 6od? i
Ps. 42. 10.

SATAN delights to wear ocut the saints of the Most High (Dun. |
7. 25). Conlinual opposition is painful to bear The daily
cross is a sirain (Luke 7. 23}, And the Word " daily " has ihe |
same solemn message in Ps: 56 1,2 and Jer: 20.7, 8.  The
prophet was in derision daily. But did not the LORD appuint an
olfering daily, to suggesl, in type and symbol, an cqually constant
supply of grace ? Yea, micre than equally constant. The LORD
pever fails. Have you noticedthat whereas Satan's accusation is
described in Rev: 12. 10 as " day and night,” the LORD'S iuter-
cession is set forth in yet stronger language— Hc cver liveth to
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make intercession for them” (Heb. 7. 25) ! Shall not our response
{0 the daily attempts of an evil world be the earnest question of Ps:

42. 11 with the earnest confidence that follows ?—"Why art thou

cast dowp, Omy soul ? and why art thon disquieted within me ?
Hope thon in GOD ! Oh how precions to answer man's daily
question with another question. If we are -occupied by “within
me" and forget " Hope thou in GOD,” there will be disappeint-
ment. But the LORD gives daily strength : He will not leave nor
forsake. And if the daily opposilion is of the more subtle kind—
even flaitery, and atiraction toward the ihings of the world, daily
grace is equal to the daily snare. [t is easy for lhe fiesh to stand
out awhile, but the ‘' daily " drawing toward worldliness is sadly
powerful, yet only to prevent a fleshly victory which is vain, and
to bring to a dependent victory, in the discernment and power of
the HOLY SPIRIT, A thousand trials are no stronger against Him,
than one ! .

“Chou shalt Rot Follow a MNaliitude ic Do €vil”
Ex. 23 2.
THE voice of the pecople is not the voice of GoD. The st
man and woman went their own way, and all -we like sheep
have gone astray. The majority were outside the ark of safety.
Concerning Israel in the wilderness it is written, "But with many
of them GOD was not well pleased” (1 Cor. 10. 5). Apd ouly
two are said to have entered into the land of promise. When the
LORD JESUS was before the governor we read, '‘ The chief priesls
and elders persvaded the multitude that they shounld ask Barabbas
'ﬁnd destroy JESUS' (Matt. 27. 20). Hence the awful result :—
Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with JESUS Which
is called CHRIST? They all say unto him, "' Let Him be cruci-
fied" {22). Nor has the crowd changed. The natural man is, at
all times, enmity against GOD, and the sinful heart refuses Gobp's
testimony against it. We are nol safe if we are with the majority.
Itis $Q casy to be led by circumstances, to be controlled by sur-
roundings, But the believer is called to recognize his heavenly
calling, and that he is to follow the I.ORD JESUS. It is better to
stand alone than io be popular now, dnd set aside *'in that Diy.”
What will be the value of earth's prestige when the LORD shall
come back ? The people of GOD are definitely encouraged to re-
joice when men hate them, and cast out their name as evil {Luke
6. 22,23). Why? This attitude is not " natural.”” Whence
their happiness amid such difficulties ? * For, beliold, your reward
is great in heaven ; for in the like manner did their fathers unto
the prophets.” The LORD'S approval should be the delight of His
servants ; His disapproval should be their one dread. Oh that we
may be willing to be the offscouring of all things, if we are among
the called of JESUS CHRIST !
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A Welcome 1o Strangers.

Thoughts on God’s Greal Satvation
Specially Addressed to Those Newly in This Neighbourhood.*

l'I' is uncomfortabie to feel a stranger always and e.verywher?,

but when any come fo live in anolher town there is often this
experience at ihe beginning. Somelimes " friendships " are quickly
formed, which, from GOD'S standpoint, are full of d‘?uger. In
ofher cases, a personal isolation long continues, and the " stranger”
says, "' I do not feel at home in fthis neighbourhood.” _

Such thonghts suitably lead to a few words of true interest.
GOD has a welcome for lhose who are apxious, troubled, disap-
pointed and at their their wits’ end. In the days of Mases He
showed such cave for the stranger (e.g. Deut. 26. 11-13), and His
tender mercies zre still over all His works. But His salvation is
beyond this. And, possibly, the very change of surroundings
may be His arranged opportunity for you to feel your neec_i of One
Whose redemption and presence alters the whole of life. But
you must know Him as SAVIOUR befcre you can hear Him say
“1 have called you friends.” Salvation brings a man or woman
or child inlo a new family, and though it thus separates from 9|d
surroundings and worldly amusements, it involves something
better, infinitely better. "I am a stranger in the earth,” said the
psaimist (119,19). Yet he did not have the discomfort of which

" our first paragraph speaks! GOD'S mercy transforms everything.

He was not a siranger in GOD'S presence. Listen to the ioy' of
Ps: 73.25,26. " There is none upon earth that I desire beside
Thee : my flesh and wy heart faileth ; bui GOD is the Strength qf
my heart and my Portion for ever.” ‘This is delightful. Is it
your happiness 7 ) o
Isaiah 14. 1 is prophetic, but I would like you to enjoy its
illustration io-day. GOD'S principles are always the same. He
welcomes. He welcomes “'strangers™ into a most precious. friend-
ship, and joins such in CHRIST. If you feel lgst and lonely, may [
invite you not only to a meeting, (though you will be very welcomel),
bul to the One Who is such a Gracious Reality to some that were
just in your condition, not one whit better. You have come to a
NEW district, yon are dwelling in a NEW house, you may have
purchased some uew furniture, bat let me tell you of a gift, won-

* This overdue word of welcome seems unneeded amid house shortage.
But not only do the principles remain, the LorD can still work wondrous-
ly and bring those whom He will graciously bless thereby. And present
problems certainly invite believes to wait on GoD that their resn_denctf
may not be lightly chosen in the future. How important to think o
spiritual things first (Matt. 6, 33). :

t Meeting Room of Believers, 61, Upton Lane, Foreat Glate,,_Foreat QGate, Ei;I .
(The Lorp's Day, 11, 3and 7. 15, Mon: and Thurs: 8, Sat: '4{{ We ﬁhallh e
pleased to hear from you, and to call: or you are invited without any further

intreduction.



-receives thiose who hestitate and almost dread to come.
-.content to remain a * stranger” to Him ?
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drously new to any who have not yet tasted that the LORD is gracious,
Oh that yon may enter into a NEW creation (2 Cor. 5. 17}, because
CHRIST died to bear the judgment of unworthy and guilty ones
caused to value the biessedness of Ps: 2. 12 simply trusting in
Him. Though we have nothing to recommend us to CHRIST, He
Are you
The solemn circum-
stances around emphasize the need for knowing Him now !

B s  —

““ And the men took of their victuals, and asked not

- counsel at the mourh of the £ord.”  Jos. 9. 14.

*_ freshing.

T,HE general principle set forth is clear and precious. We must

. not lean to our own understanding. Even Moses would not
act " on the impulse of the moment,” see Lev: 24. 12, Num, 9. 8,
27.5. Itisso easy to assume hastily that we have the LORD'S
leading. " They waited not for His counsel.”

Further, we see the danger of wrong impression from"encourage-
men s’ The testimony {o the greatuess of GOD, and the sug-
gestion thit those had come from a distant land, appeared so re-
It is clten by eucouragements that we are put off onr
guard. On the other hand, let us not be pessimistic, let us realize
GOD_ can work mightily, let us not be * suspicious " with human
suspiciousness,

" Not only so, but we see the peril of mistaken kindliness. Surely

it was " natural” to give something to these * weary " travellers.
But the act on that account involved fellowship, and though
giving food does nof always have this bearing, the principle is
clear that we are often more quickly involved than we realize
(2 John 10, 11). How easy it is to be moved by our kindly feelings
to one who professes to be a brother, and not to help him with a

true helping.

~guidance had He becn sought. And so it is to-day.

" raling to excuse onr failing.

hlessing,

. The passage implies that the LORD would have granied His
, He is very
gracious, and wails {o lead us Oh that we may expect this
Buot we must be definite in the HOLY SPIRIT. The
overrnling by GOD afterwards is very manifestin Joshual Q. And

-onr. hearts are deeply affected as we realize that the Nethinim

{given ones). who were numbered as useful unto the LORD in Ezra
2. 58 and 6. 20, included, it would seem, some of the Gibeonites.
We remember the parallel grace which shines out in the words,
* Notwithstanding the chiidren of Korah died not "'(Num. 26. 11) in
view of the heading of many psaims " For the sons of Korah.” Oh
that we may exali the LORD, yet never use His precious over-
His must be all the glory, ours must
be the humble and spiritual confession of sin,
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*Then will I also confess unto thee that thine ewn right hand
can save thee” Job 40. 14.

THE witness of Gop to Job, with questions and statements perfectly
blended, may well sound in our ears. The language of Job 40. 6-14 15
deeply impressive, and we may well be surprised that so few seek to learn
it by heart, Scripture is surely written fo hide pride from man (Job 33.17),
and that n» flesh should glory in His presence (1 Cor. 1. 2g). But it also
displays the infiinite grace of Gop, and the gloriousness of His saving
strength. ’ .

Gop makes known the tendency of Job’s complaint (8), and then
sets forth the limitations of His faltering servant, to cause a yet deeper
heart-humbling, after the refreshing words of verses 4 and 5. How differ-
ently we should have acted in reply to such words. How quickly should
we have restored to manifest favour, but Gob's way is perfect, and so He
does not answer directly, even after 42. 6, We remember the indirect
dealing with the disobedient prophet brought to repentance, in Jon: 2. 10.
And so we wait for Job 42. 10 to see the * turning ” of captivity (Ps. 126. 4),
Oh for grace to desire His woulding, His appointing. His pruning. A
consctousness of our limitations will mean much praise for His salvation.
Only One Who could. and can and will look upon every one that is proud
and abase himn (40.11 with Isa. 2. 12-17),15 able to savs, and (marvetlous
fact) instead of abasing us He saves, and lifts up to heavenly places! Yes
His right hand has saved a great number whom no man can number
(Acts 11, 21), and now none can pluck such out of that mighty Land
(John 10. 28). “ Bless the Lorp, O my soul, and all that is within me,
bless His Holy Name ” (Ps. 103, 1).

e g - —

Expediency.

ORDE sometimes change their meaning in a way which sorrowfully sets
forth the ruin of man. The term for a rogue once meant a boy : this is

no matter of amusement : we are reminded either that the imiquity of the
human heart is so evident in childhood, or that men speak g/ yfuliy of
iniquity, as in connexion with the word “roguish.” Both sins are very
serious. Languages are a remembrance of Babel, and their history a display
of the fallen state of humanity. It may seem a light thing that the words
“presently” and * by and by" (Matt. 13. 21, 21.19) originally suggested
promptness, but the natural tendency to put off, (which has hindered so much
devotedness to the Lorbp) came in to spoil the force. And so we are not sur-
prised that the term * expedient " has been degraded. Many regard “ expedi-
ency " as a suitable reason for departure from the strict and precious paths
of truth, but 1 Cor: 6. 12, and 10. 23 rightly narrow * expediency,” to show ns
that within the limits of lawful actions it is important to know what is the
will of the Lorp, anl spiritually prosperous on each and every occasion. “Ex-
pediency " beyosd the sphere of Gon's appointments is a terrible iniquity,
The root idea of the word used by the tioLy SpiriT is* bringing together.”
and we have a stress on the conscious unity of believers, so dear to the heart
of i{im \Vho died for tHis own. It is well to be goncerned in these matters.
Abounding grace is a wondrous background, and basis, for godly aetermination
to find out the will «f the Lorp in the gracious guidance of the HoLy Seirir,
Who is elsewhere associated with this thought of “ bringing.” It is not ex-
pedient to sin, however resultful the lis may appear. Let us not do evil
that good may come : :his is, alas, the human idea of “expediency.” The true
“expedient " is quite contrasted, from Gop's standpoint, and is the suited
action at a certain time which is not only aceording to the will of Gop in
general, but the will of Gob in particular, the action which helps His people.
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and glorifies His Name. Do we really serx such experiences ?  Or are we un-
mindful of the serious consequences of the separation from * one another™
of those who bear the same worthy Name of the Lorp Jesus? "The Seriptural
removal of unscriptural barriers, in the power of the HoLy SpIrIT, is a most
wondrous privilege, and it will never lead to lightness regarding any part of
truth. This “expedicney " is not linked with eompromise, for to agree to
differ is to differ sif), and ““ one multiplied by nought " is robbed of its value.
To agree to agree, and to be concerned for the exaltation of the whole truth
(1 Tim. 3. 15), in Him Who is the Truth (John 14. 6):—here is a pleasure
and a responsibility entrusted to the children of Gop, and mere than worthy
of their Yullest prayerful enthusiasm.

B . e

A Believer’s Sins.

IT is so solemn to sin. It is so precious to know that sins have been forgiven

(1 John 2. 12). While we acknowledge that we have sinned (1. 10), and
that we have sin, beeause the flesh is in us(8), and while we confess our sins
(1. 9), let us remember that we should not sin (2. 1). ObL that we may hate
what Gob hates, hate that which brought our Beloved Lorp to the awful bear-
ing of unmeasured wrath,—unmessured by us, but righteously appointed
to meet the exact need, and remove the entire judgment of all His own.

But the thought arises, “What is the relation of the believer to cleansing
by water, as well as cleansing by blood?" The /aver was after the altar ; the
washing of the disciples’ feet for those once bathed (John 13. 10) had a deep
meaning. We need the cleansing power of the Word of Truth, that we
may be walking holily before and unto the Lorp. It is precious to know
that we have a standing before Gop's throne, and that all the merits of
CuRisT are ours,—in order that we may rejoice in a cleansed way (Ps. 119.9),
and the outward godliness of manner which should be the fruit of & purged
conscience (Heb. 10. 22).  The effect of grace upen the ouiside is wondrously
seen in Matt: 23. 26, If we are clean within, the life mmst show this in the
power of the Hory SpiriT. Every believer should hate sin more and more,
and walk with Gobp more and more, until in the glory of that Day he shall
behold and be like the Lorn!

‘‘They arz Corrupt. and Speak Wickedly : they Speak Loftily”
Ps. 73 8.

A man’s tongue is oftzn the index of his heart (Matt. 12, 34.3) and

helper of his doom (Matt. 12.36). An untamed tongue is deadly (Jas,
3.8). The natural man loves to Doast: in general he exalts himself, and
“the man” will have a mouth speaking great things (Rev. 13, 5).

The vusual rendering of Ps: 73 8 somewhat takes from the meaning through
the human word—*"concerning ” (in italics). Here we have the ungodly
speaking oppression ”: ¢f. 1sa. 38. 13 " speaking oppression and revolt’:
somewhat strikingly Saul of Tarsus hreathed not only threatenings, but
slanghter (Acts 9. 1), vet mightier grace met his determined opposition,
and the breath of lite entered the persecutor, and he became alive from
the dead. /s anythi g too hard for the Lord ?

The man who prospers in this world (Ps. 73. 12) is oftentimes proud of
his prospering (Deut. £ 17), and the tendencies of much moedern commerce.
as well as ancient are written clearly in Hos: 12. 7, 8;—“He is a merchant,
the balances of deceit are in his hand: he loveth 1o oppress. And
Ephraim said, Yet I ani become rich, I have found me out substance: in
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all my labours they shall find none iniquity in me that were sin.” Thus
“man " speaks loftily, and denies his sin, to which, indeed, success blinds
him,

What are the results? *“So I returned, and considered all the oppres-
sions that are done under the sun; and behold the tears of such as were
oppressed, and they had no comforter ; and on the side of the oppressors,
there was power ; but they had no comforter” (Eccl. 4. 1), and so, the sin-
ful heart of others takes advantage of this ruin, and some step forward to
voice the cries of the oppressed, yet are they not comforters, but agitators,
And man would solve one problem by another, and build another palace
of self will with the bricks of the castle which he demolishes * The lears
of the oppressed ” become a theme for any who would selfishly exalt their
heads, and, with evil on both sides, *class” war and “'social” war is
waged. And all speak loftily. Those who have * gained "—rest on their
gains, those who hope to gain—lock for gain, and whether a man trustsin
himself or in the potentialities of uplifting man, man never rises higher
than man. The lever thal raises the dead body is unable to impart lifs, and every
human gospel Is a temporary expedient, and the dead man fails back oftentimes
to a lower depth. ) . ,

“They speak loftily " ie. " from the height.” But how low is man's
highest, and how vain and temporary is the exaltation of a Babel (Gen. 11,
Isa, 2. 18). But mercy sHINES oUT,” Let the wicked forsake his way . . and let
him return unto the LorD .. for My thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lorp: for as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher thap your ways” (Isa. 55. g).
An inadequate human method is infinitely surpassed by an adequate
gospel (Rom. 1. 16). And those who have experienced the power of this
gospel are encouraged to speak accordingly. Unto the LorDp, and not
unto themselves all the praise is due. Hence they do not wish to speak
ioftily, but with lowly love. Heaven is full of praise, and empty of pride,
and the glory of eternity will be to realize the majesty of grace. The
believer has nothing of which to boast in himself, and he dare not utter
pride: his theme is vastly different “ I will make mention of Thy right-
eousness, even of Thine only” (Ps. 7L. 16) ; "1 will speak of the glorious
honour of Thy majesty, and of Thy wondrous works” (Ps. 145. 5), “ Come
and hear, alt ve that fear Gop, and T will declare what He hath done for
may soul” (Ps. 66. 16, ¢f, 22.-31). Thus shall e be praised !

—t—a—

The Selfishness of Prayerlessness.

lT is precious to have a tender conscience before GOD, and to

realize our shortcomings and confess them (1 John 1, 9).
How easy to forget to pray, at least to forget to pray for others,
or to pray for them with less inteusitly than we pray for ourselves,
Is there not a measure of selfisimess in this ? * The LORD turned
the caplivity of Job when he prayed for his friends” (42, 10).
It is well to be definite in this matter., We speak, and rightly so,
of the privilege of ""brotherly love,” but is it not “natural " in many
little things to undo much of the love which is felt and earnestly
shown as to larger things ? Let a beloved brother in the LORP
become very “ill," and he is affcclionalely remembered. But it
the illness confinues there may Le a reducing of prayerful interest.
Let him be restored to health : then praise shines {orth awhile.
Let health be maintained, and how oflen it is taken as ' a watter of
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course,” and we forget to pray for him as we should, as to the daily
enabling.

Ii a child of GOD is speaking for the LORD on some *‘special ™

occasion he is not forgotlien, bnt how easy it is, if we are busied in
a sirain of service ourselves, to think more of the meeting where
we are, than of another corner where others are holding forth the
Word of life. I am not pleading for human broadness in prayer,
that evil may be excused. Ii is delightiul to thank GOD when-
ever CHRIST is preached (Phil. 1. i8), bui we cannol enter into the
“mixed preaching " of to-day with the same encouragement which
we have when we know any are seeking lo serve the LORD on the
lines of His own loving will, and to exclude methods which He
hates. But it is of these I am specially thinking. Let six brethren
go forth with the one glorions gospel, and humbly divide into two
or three scctions, it will be so easy for one to ' forget " the other,
in the stress of labour, and thus power may be lost in @l the wit-
ness.

Having referred to breadih of prayer, we may ponder this also
once more. It is sinful to speak in a way which excuses wander-
ing of any fromn GOD. but though we should be decply grieved at
much work which claims to be for CHRIST, should we not pray
for those who are known fo Him, and who, though unknown to us,
may be longing to learn and do His »ill ? Has He not His people
in all parts, doing, it may be, that which is manifestly grievous, but
ignorantly, and we pray for them aright—without upholding their
" societies "’ or identifying ourselves with evil in any way (1 Tim.
5. 22)—is it not probable that our gracicus GOD will apply the
prayers to the ones in whom He is working, and draw such lo
more Scriptaral service? We cannot say undiscriminatingly,
" These are all servants of GOD,” but He Las His own in al) parts,
and love canrnol be prayerless.

To return, we often forget to pray even for the very labour in
which we ourselves are engaged, unless mid special trials. The joy
of success and the burden of rouline are often used by Satan to
hinder, Oh that we may be enabled in the HOLY SPIRIT to have
victory. Thus shall we realize it is selfish to engage in Lhe work,
and to forget our LORD’S honour : in other words, lack of prayer
is selfishness as to Him, and who can overestimate this ? Oh that
there may be spiritual unsellishness, and He wil! be exalted.

——corBoseem

‘“AS FAR AS THE EAST IS FROM THE WEST, SO FAR HATH
HE REMOVED OQUR TRANSGRESSIONS FROM US.” Ps. 103. 12.

Further Copies from Meeting Rooms of Believers :—61, Upton Lane,
Forest Gate, E.7, 43a, The Broadway, Walham Green, London, 8. W §,
“Rosemond,” Beds Burn Road, Jarrow-on-Tyne. Correspondence welcome.
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“It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because His com-
passions fail not. They are new every morning: great is Thy faithfulness,
The LorD is my Portion, saith my soul ; therefore wiil I hope in Him. The
LoORD is good unto them that wait for Him, to the soul that seeketh Him. It
is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the
Lorp. It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth.”

Lam. 3. 22.27.

A Word of Introduction.

CHANGELESS love is given to the unworthy. Unmeasured

mercies are bestowed on those who were only evil continu-
ally. We become “USED” to grace and fail to realize its ful-
ness. Ah! who can realize the FULNESS of grace? What
loving gratitude should overflow fo the LORD, for He has done
great things for His own, whereof they are GLAD. But there is
room for more praise,—praiseful gladness—the gladness of
obedient love. And it isto help in this, and to glorify our
Father thereby, that these pages are humbly sent forth. If you
love the LORD, rejoice with us, and let us seek 1o be of one
mind in Him. ‘' HIS NAME" calls for this (1 Cor. 1. 9, 10)
Do not say ' Impaossible”: do not be loo occupied with your
work, and forget it may be still that “ His house lieth waste”
{cf. Hag. 1. 4, 9). O~h for a reviving on the lines of loving con-
formity lo the LORD'S own will, expressed in the LORD'S own
words.

Proverbs 21.1.

[T is possible to value a verse, and to see wuch beauly in it, and

then to wake up spiritually, with the realization that one
of its precious meanings has been quite in the background. Sois
it with the verse before us, and I want to pass on the aspect which
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GOD has recently made a blessing to myself. Do you recollect the
words ?— "' The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as rivers
of water; He turneth it withersoever He will.” The faith of GOD's
dear people has often enjoyed this verse, and perhaps we have
omitted to notice that the preceding context shows the privilege of
seeing GQD'S chastisement whenever trials reach the believer from
those in autbority (nationally or in daily business (cf. Heb. 12.
1-13). Aund the succeeding context reminds us, that men who
* mean not so'’ can be used by GOD (Isa. 10.6,7), and, therefore,
if we are the LORD'S people we are to seek much more than to be
unconscious ‘' rivers of water”. But these are not the primary
thoughts on my heart just now. The general aspect that none are
too high for God'’s control is so precious that we must always men-
tion this. Faith looks beyond men, and sees GOD'S hand, and
wisdom, and overruling (Num. 14. 7) and permission (Job 1.12;
38. 11): all unbelief is thus checked, and its folly becomes manifest.
But we must go further. Why "‘as rivers of water,” or more
literally,” rivulets ?” May there not be an allusion to the Eastern
method of irrigating by liitle furrows which can bediverted by
the foot {Deut. 11.10); and may we not thus see the more than
ease with which GOD controls the mightiest of men ? How foolish
is unbelief! The LORD will do His pleasure. Can we not trust
Him ? Ah He does not merely use the foot but the hand: and
the very heart of the king is thus held. And herein lies the
background for the special word of help impressed on my mind
The LORD cares for His people so beautifully, that He is using
all circumstances to be a blessing to them. The rivulets of water
are in a dry place (Isa.32.2), and the LORD is meeting His
people’s needs that they may grow through all that He permits.
Painful circumstances are not to be shunned, they are rivulets of
water. No chastisment for the present seemeth to be joyous but
grievous, ''nevetheless afterward!" Oh how precious is the
thought ! Now there may be “‘rivers of waters " which run down
the eyes ( Ps. 119. 136} over sins, but let there be a heart which
is " always rejoicing "’ because joy cometh in the morning, and the
LORD’S people belong to "the Day!” The king's heart is as
rivulets of water to make me grow in grace: well may Ienter into
the prayers of 1 Tim, 2.1,2! If there were not trials, I should
lack these precious rivulets. They are food for the soul. Com-
pare the infinite tenderness of “ He shall SIT as a Refiner and
Purifier of silyer,” and again ''My Father is the Husbandman . .
He purgeth (pruneth).” GOD'S gracious interest in His people is
so precious, Shall I shrink from the rivulets ? Shall I fear the
north wind, when He seeks more fruit and that the spices may
flow out 7 Complaint is buried; and the {ree of praise has abun-
dance of life if our atlitude is right, in the power of the Holy Spirit.

To sum up: —Prov. 21.1 reminds us {doubtless among many
other things) that

(a) men are weak before GOD.
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(b) God is using and overruling all to His glory,

(c) He has a hand of loving concern for His people,

(d) He is training them through trials, that they may bring
forth more fruit, )

{e} If we have any influence we shall seek to be the LORD'S
rivulets, not ounly to be cverruled thus,

(f) Even when men scheme—the word “ rivalet " may suggest
an artificial tiny watercourse—the LORD'S people need not be
alarmed,

(g) The more trials we experience, let us praise, amid them all,
for the LORD’'S appointed rivulets, and glorify His Name in our
lives of loving devotedness.

— e pp———

“ Whatsocver they did there, be was the dogr”’
Gen. 39. 22.

I\I‘ANY there are who know how to complain. They are experi-

enced grumblers.  But Joseph was not among such. It is
true that " until the time that His word came: the Word of the
LORD tried him" i.e. the promises in the dreams affected his
heart, for he did not see how they would be fulfilled, and every-
thing seemed against him, but he learned patience and obedience.
And so he put his heart into every opportunity. There are many
who have more 'intentions” than ought else. They are always
“about to do,” and they speak of their wishes till they obtaina
reputation for “indecision’ and lack of simplicity. To accomplish
the little things brought to us is a great privilege. It may not be
easy so to do. The prison was one of the classes in God's school
for Joseph. There he showed loving diligence, and in due time
the LORD promoted him. Many of us think we could organize a
kingdom before we can rule our own spirit. “1f” we had this or
that, how much we would do.®* We always wait for to morrow,
and when to morrow comes, it is ‘to day,” with its limitations, and
we still wait. We wish to reap but will not sow, or at least we
hesitate to plow by reason of the cold.

Man has lost order through sin. Adam could arranged at first.
He gave names to all animals, and God accepted them. So com-
plete was the dominion accorded. Then he became in confusion
through sin, and used fig leaves in an utterly unwise way. So
deep are the effects of the fall. And the human mind lacks con-
centration and order, and if it develops organisation it is so often
subject to Satan’s power, or, at least, his use—for commercialism.
But godly order befits those who ownHim Who is not the author
of confusion. And so we rejoice in Joseph's practice for harder
service after. The prison-keeper could thoroughly trust him. He
did not despise little things. The man who wants to be used by

* A leaflet on this subject gladly sent.
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GOD in larger service must-not 'wait for impulse, or for "sudden
openings’’ which to the 'world are chance. How often the man
who succeeds in the world has shown a background care for details.
Why-should believers-be careless? Iam not suggesting self-asser-
tion, or busybodying, or hindering of others from their sphere, but
there is a privilege of usefulness which fills up, and attends to
various needs, and really helps others, Happy is the child of GOD
who knows that to which GOD has called him, and who does not
overrate his spiritual strength or take too high a seat, but who
proves, where he is placed, such a usefulness for the LORD that he
will be more and more trusted in work, and thereby find an enlarge-
ing sphere, to use with humility unto the LORD'S glory. The
principle is deeply helpful. We are not all Josephs. Training for
prominence is not accorded to all, but training whereby we may do
much more, in view of the Judgment Seat of CHRIST, is the privilege
of each saint, in the gracious enabling of the HOLY SPIRIT.

s

““ Which loveth thee, which is betfer fo thee
than seven sons,”” Ruth 4, 15.

“ Am not I better to thee than ten sons?’’
1 Sam.lI, 8.

THE HOLY SPIRIT has definitely joined Ruth with both Judges

(Ruth 1. 1) and Samuel (4. 22). It is a precious connecting
link, showing how that where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound, and so even a Moabitess was brought, in God's overruling,
to redemption and reward under the shadow of the wings of the
LORD GOD of Israel. The earlier chapters of Samuel are plainly
meant to lead onward our minds beyond Saul unto David, and his
devotedness to the LORD, David a type of MESSIAH, Who is so
often described in relation to him.

With these thoughts before us we are not surprised to find
a similar expression in adjoining chapters. The Holy Spirit
directs us {o compare spiritual things with spiritual, and this
includes the spiritual comparison of Scripture with Scripture.
Earthly relationship is precious, ‘‘home ties' are real, though the
very word " ties” may exercise our heart (Gen. 14. 23, Luke 9.
61, 62; 14.20), but how does the LORD fill gaps when these are, in
any measure, withdrawn? Naomi had been bereaved of her
husband and both her sons, and the aching heart of ''Mara”
had been hers But would not GOD, who had restored her to His
people, in some way deal with the void, even restoring to some
extent, the years which the caterpillers had eaten? Was His hand
shortened at all? There can be no question as to His ability.
And so, in mercy, He granted her the deepest joy in Ruth and
Ruth’s family, raising up of the name of the dead (4 5), in
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redemption power. The type falls short, but the antitype is clear.
CHRIST shows that Jonah’s suffering for his own sin was overruled
to remind of Him who suffered for the sins of others. And the
Glorious LORD was crucified, through weakness—as it were He
went down to the land of the stranger, and died there for the sins
of the guilty, that a stranger-bride might be brought into blessing.
He is the Great Boaz as well, and Naomi (typifying Israel) will be
blessed with the no-longer-stranger, the bride brought by sovereign
grace and might. And the principle goes further. Ruth's love
was manifest, and the very neighbours said unto Naomi—she is
better to thee than seven sons. Love always has its stress on
that which is “better” (Song 1. 2). What a privilege to fill the gap
for a heart-broken one with godly love. Cannot many sisters
thus become spiritual blessings to aged widows? The principle
includes such a privilege. But let there be Ruth's purpose of
heart unto the LORD.

In 1 Samuel 1 Hannah was troubled, and Elkanah felt grief.
The affectionate concern of the husband at once shines out. And
he says, ' Am not 1 better to thee than ten sons ?" It is true that
the gap was not filled except by the LORD’S appointment of Samuel.
The desire to encourage is precious. And if the LORD had not
graciously laid the burden of a servant unto Him from infancy upon
the heart of Hannah, with all the self-denial and training this
involved, it would have been right to find solace in this. The one-
ness of heart of husband and wife in the life is one of the dearest
treasures (1 Cor. 7. 5; 1 Pet. 3. 7). How wondrous is the union
of CHRIST, and His people, and is He not better than all? And
shall not the practical inference be that if GOD withholds aught on
which the mind is naturally set we will thank Him for His tenfold
arrangement in some other way ?

 Faithful in All Things. "’
1 Tim. 3. 11

N often-read verse has come with power this morning. To our

gracious GOD be the glory, and shall we not share the encour-
agement ? Itis so important to grow up into Christ in all things
(Eph. 4. 15). and to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all
things (Tit. 2. 10), that GOD in all things may be glorified (1_Pet.
4. 11). This subject might be prayerfully pondered, the various
passages which speak of " all things " (Matt, 28. 20) being im-
pressed. Believing sisters need special refreshment and stmu_x-
lus, for Satan who deceived Eve in Genesis 3 still uses this
method very frequently, and sometimes sisters have more problems
than brethren. Oh that they may not yicld; oh that brethren may
not 'give way' as Adam, but earnestiy strengthen unto God's glory.

The Holy Spirit does not call Clristian women to some parts of
service. 1 Cor. 14. 34 is definite, and the LORD appointed no
female apostles, But He gave godly women many privileges on
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the resur:ection day to help His servants to become faithful
apostles.” The word " help " is, from the beginning, a repeated
Il‘)ivine sammary of the Divine Arrangement {Gen. 2. 18, 20).
Neither is the man without the wowan, neither the woman with-
out the man, in the LORD" (1 Cor. 11. 11); each has an appointed
sphere; rivalry hinders both. Will there be Timothies if there be
no Eunices and Lois ? There are thonsands of possible activities
without preaching and publicity. Love discerns them: pride,
whﬁther in brethren or sisters, waats something else.
Faithf:f.‘l in all things " seems to convey the thought," Trust-
able ” and " Reliable,” as well as a general stress on faith in the
Lord, and faithfulness to His precious doctrine. Are we reliabie
in all things ? There are those of both sexes who cannot be frusted
with responsibilities. They become proud and self-assertive.
There are those who are not trustworthy, in that their private
talk is miserably full of complaint and semi-slander. Alas, they are
not reliable. A wife of a “ deacon,” and a*' deaconess " {¢f. Rom.
16. 1)—both may be included in 1 Tim. 3.11—were required
to be above suspicion in these points, Naturally sach a sister
would‘ know certain things about others which conld be easily
}-nade into idle gossip, and the HOLY SPIRIT emphasized reliability
in all things, as a great necessity. Are there not many as to whom
we must feel, "' He cannot be trusted fo aid in this; he will only
make mischief,” or " She cannot help if lhis should come to her
ears, but will only harm, because of irability to hold the tongue,
she must talk " (see Prov. 1 1. 13), and so forth! Oh to be hum.
bled to see ourselves, and our defects in these matters and to value
'the precious blood (1John 1.8). But what a mercy to be reliable,
indeed we have obiained mercy that this may be our privilege
(1 Cor. 7.25); oh that such faithfulness to the LORD may be mani-
fest unto His honoar.

——— e ——

) “Unto the halr of My Kingdom.” IMark 6. 23.
‘1 Appoint unto vou a Kingdom, as INY Faiber bath
Appointed unto Me.””  Luke 22. 29.

THE contrast between these two passages is very evident, and
full of spiritual instruction. A wicked king, at a feast, pro-
mises to the degraded daughter of Herodias a half of a kingdom
if so be it is asked. The glorious, yet awhile rejected, King, at '1’
supper of His appoiniment, promises to His suffering people the
whole of .I'{is Kingdom, and withi Himself, and at the same feast
He said, "Ask and ye shall receive that your joy may be full”
{John 1.6. 24). Truly the words were illusirated, " Nof as the
world giveth, give I unto you.” 'Tis not only kalf of a kingdom
which He sets in front of His own! '

* A leaflet on this subject will be gladly sent,
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And the contrasts are yet more. The history of Herodias sug-
gests a contrast with the marriage supper of the Lamb, The first
men in Galilee then sat around Herod, but the LORD in Luke 22
had just spoken of a different roll of honour: greatness via humility
had He emphasised (Luke 22. 25). The dancing girl was instruc-
ted by her mother : Herod was not her father: but the LORD spoke
of His FATHER and His precious arrangement. The result of the
evil Galilean king's gift was the death of John : the firm foundation
of the gift of Him Who, (after rejection, since from Nazareth and
Galilee), shall yet be the King of all the earth, is His own won-
drous death! Aud all this precious bestowing is in the " grace of
the Lord,”" as the name John indicates! The wicked Herod was
sorry, yet fulfilled his rash oath; the Righteous One in love kept to
His oath (Ps. 15. 4). How gloriously is every blessing attached
to the finished work of the LORD JESUS.

Bat now, dear believing reader, let our hearts be exercised fur-
ther. Does this precious promise of the LORD JESUS appeal to
us ? Do we rejoice to be a contrast with Esan who for one mor-
sel of meat sold his birthright ? How easy it is to avoid the “con-
tinuance” amid the temptations.” The strain of the appointed path
is real, but the LORD'S enabling is equally real and nearer. We may
be tried, but if we are tried for Him, and gladly bear all for Him,
how rich and abiding will be our privileges and blessings. We
often forget the recompense of the reward. If our glorious LORD,
and all that in Him, were more frequently in our mind, how readily
should we lay aside every weight, and how trustiully should we
run the race set before us. Oh that there may be this loving in-
tensity, in the enabling might of the LORD, graciously made ours,
in the continual working of the HOLY SPIRIT.

——————

The Cleverness of Unbelief.

UNBELIEF is full of arguments, but shall that which is full of talk

be justified (Job 11.2)! Unbelief has many ‘reasonable”
excuses, if one thing is granted. It has a logical mind concerning
much, but leaves out the prime factor. Unbelief is rational, IF GOD
is not in our thoughts (Ps.10. 4), but utterly irrational if GOD IS
(Heb. 11. 6)1 Faith is helpless if there is no living GOD in Whom
to trust, but mighty to the removal of mountains and pulling down
of strongholds if ' He abideth faithful." A thousand theories
crumble into dust before the Creator. If GOD'S living and loving
interest in His own be denied, there remains a ship without an
anchor, and the quicksands of unbelief are ahead. But unbelief
has no foundation if the words of GOD are true, and if His care for
His people is a real manifestation of an eternal covenant purpose.
And thanks be unto Him such a covenant purpose exists unchanged,
unchanging and unchangeable, The two verses first before us set
forth the T WO standpoints:” GOD is not in all his thoughtson the
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one hand, ' He that cometh to GOD must believe that He is,” on
the other. And all men are associated with one of the two classes,
and all actions bare a tendency in the one way or the other.

o Unbelief is very ingenious: Satan is skilful to suggest doubts,
His ‘' wiles" and "devices” are not the product of one of inferior
intelligence. He shows the 'reasons” for worldly prudence, with
consummate ability. The fear of man is “wisely” pressed, and
the unreasonableness of appearing unreasonable is ‘discreetly”
shown. Parts of Scripture are quoted, as the tempter vainly used
verses of Psalm 91 with a portion left out when he encountered
the LORD JE3US, Religious disguises are often assumed, and the
one who listens to these suggestions is reminded that the failure of
faith would dishonour the LORD'S Name. Moreover fractions of
" past experience” are used to support the timidity of unbelief.
But past evidences of the LORD'S working are hidden away—other
temptations are prevailed upon through the use of the feelings.
"I cannot do this” seems the natural inference. And the LORD'S
promise is shorn of its power while the LORD’S command is robbed
of its meaning, or watered down, that the unbelieving attitude of the
believer may be linked with a MEASURE of imagined comfort,
because Scripture seems to be carried out in some measure. Even
" humility ” is an argument of the wicked one, When faith would
thrust aside worldly methods of individual business, and of the
LORD’S business in connexion with His gathered people, unbelief
reminds of the possibility of a mistake, and of the need for much
caution. A lie is never more dangerous than when it states part
of truth. Evil is never more subtle than when it proposes some-
thing good. Unbelief can masquerade as if it were godly self-
distrust, and can find many examples of unwise impulsiveness
(misnamed faith) to support its clever contentions. The path of
pleasing GOD is on a mountain, and it is near a precipice: the higher
one is, the nearer one must walk with GOD, lest there be a fall,
‘When willing to trust GOD, it is so easy to become self-opiniated,
and “individualistic,”” and to think there fs faith—UNLESS one
is kept very LOWLY, in the HOLY SPIRIT, Buta possibie failure
through a wrong giving up is no argument for a certain failure
through refusing to give up the mad reasonings of earth! If one
has trusted the LORD in some earthly problem before, and the
parasite of presumption has spoiled the manifestation of a full
blessing, why should the plant of unbelief be watered and tended ?
Deal sternly with the parasiie, but rejoice in GOD'S appointment
of faith beyond human power and human appearances. Be sure of
the LORD's will through the LORD'S word, doubt ‘' leadings" that
ignore the word, and ignore the fellowship in prayer of like-
minded saints, and then act with faith's humility and simplicity.
GOD will not fail. Precious indeed are the words “I believe GOD,
that it shall be, even as it was told me.” (Acts 27, 25)

Meeting Rooms of Believers:—61,Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E.7, 43a,Broadway,
Walhem Green, London, S.W.6. “Rosemond,” Bede Burn Rd, Jarrow-on-Tyne.
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uwH: TRUSTED in th: LORD GJD of Isriel; so that after him was none

like him amoug all the kings of Judah, wor any that were before him.”
2 Kings 18, 5.

e

A Word of Introduction.

THESE pages are NOT sent forth to “ please men:” but they

are not infended to displease FOR THE SAKE OF DISPLEAS-
ING. Their objext is GOD'S glory, and the " pleasing " of those
in whom GOD is working for their good to edification (Rom.
15. 2), that He may be exalted in the drawing fogether of His
own. Hen.e the building up of a human organisation is not the
goal, but something far higher. The LORD has been Dpleased to
‘mark out His will for His own, and we desire to be led to, and in,
this “ good and acceptable and perfect will,” and that others
may share the blessing ! As we are drawn to Him, we shall be
drawn to one another. Thus will there be a hatred of sin—in
doctrine and practice alike, and a walking to His honour in the
encouragement of the HOLY SPIRIT (Acts 9. 31). What else
befits those bought by the precious blood of CHRIST ?

Work and wearimess.

HERE are many theories which encourage’’ laziness.'" But llll_is

is nof to the glory of GOD among childre.u ot GObL. S.ptrlt-
uvality which will only suil the meeting room 15 not of }he Divine
staadard. Godliness must be seen in daily fie[mls. I'hf: work-
shop and oftice are opportunities lo' pleaze Hlf‘n. It we disparag-
ingly speak of that which is mechanical, \:vhen it only l.1as a r‘lght
proportioun of the lie, we need humblmg. Ii a be!never' finds
such work irritating, he {or she) is hardly in communion with the




18 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

LORD JESUS. Yet we all know Satan's temptations in this way, to
make vs despise tiny things unto the LORD, in ourselves or one
another,

The world is mad in its pleasure-loving, and this is growing. The
majority, from childhood upward, do nol delight in work. Witness
the young man who hastens through ill-accomplished labour to
visit the football field, and to shont with thousands of others as his
favourite team succeeds, What is the real gain of all this?
Ponder the manufactures of to-day. Are higher wages producing
better work, or is there a carelessness ? We are not to reform the
world, but we see in this stite of alfairs a sign of the times, to sad-
den us, yet to remind that " the Coming of the LORD draweth
nigh.”” Meanwhi'e, with the boock of Proverbs in our hearts, we
would seek to do all ty the glory of GOD, and in the Name of the
LORD JESUS, with such earnestness, that men may find " none
occasion, nor fauit” (Dan, 6.4). Many in this poor, sinful world
seem to think that work is a curse. This is a grave mistake.
Work was appointed before Adam fell (Gen. 2. 15), and work
will characlerize future glorv (Rev. 22, 3).  Through sin there is
a weariness (Gen. 3. 19). Toilsome strain is a reminder of the
fall. The failure of the ground (Gen. 4. 12) is solemnizing. All
materials Jack their fuil value, ior sirce creation has been made sub-
ject lo vanity there are many sad accompanimenis, Bat work is a
privilege and a deligh'. Work is a precious way of using time for
the LLORD,  The reiucal of work and the desire to be *' free " are
not well-pleasing unto GOD.  The parent who trains up a child to
be lazy is sowing that which will have a sad harvest. Yet many
parenls are afraid to be definile m this matter. And many be-
lievers are not so diligent in their daily calling as they should be.
These things dishonour the LORD. In His power we should seek
victory {o His glory, The flesh fias many subtle reasonings, and
it is so easy lo be affecled by surronndings, but lel us remember
Whose we are, and His honour and glory, realized in the working
of the HOLY SPIRIT, will become yet more and more precious.
Oh that it may be so!

—_——— —

The Face Glorilping 60D .

“I shall yet praise Him, Who is the Health of my countenance,
and my GOD.” Ps. 42.11, 43, 5.

WHEN Moses went up to GOD the skin of his face shone (Ex.

34. 29), and this fact suggests a spirifual paraliel. If we
have the wondrous heart-view of 2 Cor. 3. 18, if we are ' with open
face beholding as in a glass the glory of the LORD, " if ' GOD, Who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts to give the LIGHT of the knowledge of the glory of GOD in
the face of JESUS CHRIST " (2 Cor, 4. 6)—surely we should have
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the reverse of a proud, irritable, frivolous or despondent appear-
ance. If “in the LIGHT of the King's countenance is life” (Prov.
16. 15); we should have a true freedom from anxiety written
across our countenance. The words of Ps. 34. 5 should be
claimed in faith. " They looked unto Him, and were lightened,
and THEIR FACES WERE NOT ASHAMED " If concerning ungodly
ones it is written, "' The show of THEIR COUNTENANCE doth
witness against them” (Isa 3 9), should not we glorify GOD by
the contrast? Daniel ventured to trust the LORD in this:—" Then
LET OUR COUNTENANCES BE LOOKED UPON" (Dan. 1. 13), and
faith was honoured ! Christian fellowship should affect our very
faces (Prov. 27. 17). Stephen bore witness by his looks as well
as his words (Acts 6. 15). ‘' Saul of Tarsus” seems to have re-
membered his face long, long after. -We find a holy reproof for
* gloomy ' countenances in Luke 24. 17.

Ignorance of the living LORD was the root of the trouble. Ah,
dear believing reader, the LORD is TWICE called the " Salvation”
of the countenance of His people, for this is the meaning of the
word “health”! It is important that those in CHRIST JESUS should
be ""as sorrowful "—Flippancy is hateful, but melancholy is not the
remedy, the holy grandeur of commuuion with GOD should be
seen in a mingled joy and solemnity. If our bodies, with all their
members, are rightly presented unto the LORD, the face is fo be
His, and ifs expression is to magnify Him. Oh that this may be
our happy experience, in the HOLY SPIRIT; to the praise of the
glory of GOD'S grace !

“Two or Chree.”

VERY word, number, tense and arrangement in Scripture must

be precious to a child of GOD who humbly realizes his
FATHER'S wisdom and love. Not that we can profess to interpret
everything: not that we would " occupy " our time out of godly
proportion,* but we do rejoice in the perfection of the wondrous
book which GOD has given to us. And if this is our prayerful atti-
tude, so that our hearts say "'Speak, LORD for Thy servant heareth,”
“ The meek will He guide in judgment,” and we shall not aim at
cleverness, but at obedience to His glory. Thuas wiil every part of
truth become " food" for our need{cf. 2 Tim. 3. 16 “All Scripture”).
Two is the smallest possible number of fellowship, the minimum of

@ [or example, the " dates 7 of Scripture are precious. but if. to study these
we neglect the Commanp of the Lorp as to His people in the present dis-
pensation, we are sinning. The " Science™ of Scripture is wondrous, but
if we search into its references tp the sun, moon and stars, and so forth.
and omit prayer, and become selfishly unconcerned as to_lost sculs,
we are missing GOD'S loving gift of instruction.  Spirituality is full of

DUE PROPORTION, and the climax fruit of the Sririr in Gal, 5 1s self-con-
trol. Oh for grace to show this!
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a home, (note, too, the cherubim). * Three” may break fellowship in
worldly esteem, but in the Scripture two or three’ must be
viewed as a reminder that we are nof limited to two, and that
further fellowship is precious. Hence the Divine usage in Deut.
17.6; 19. 15, which would seem to afford the LORD'S own back-
ground for subsequent passages. From these verses we learn that

{(a) GOD impresscs a warning against * ourselves " alone;

{b) He is pleased to help two or three especially, whenever they
are humbly jealous for His truth;

(c) These "“two or three" were not viewed as officers or elders,
nor regarded as capable of acting for themselves, but as those who
could have godly fellowship to bring something before those taking
care as to the nation or city. In other words they were a part
of something larger, which had a responsibility from and for GOD
(Heb. 10, 28).

With these thoughts before us we would prayerfully notice Matt:
18. 16, 20.“ Here is the same aspect. The LORD'S special
blessing on ~two or three" is noticed, but they do not act apart
from an assembly. Verse 16 is before 20. The " two or three "
are the stepping stone between the individual and the assembly,-—a
very different suggestion, we rejoice to realize, (a) from that of a
clique which the LORD always hates, and (b) from any spirit of
talking abouf others in a “mnatural,” criticizing way. The dear
brethren here mentioned talk, and pray, together, only in order fo
bring the matter again before the individual concerned, and he has
already been frankly approached by one of them. And far from
acting independently of the assembly, they are only serving the
LORD in loyal, loving recognition of His work thereby. But though
there“is the same aspect as to fellowship, how real is the contrast.
The "two or three"” are not witnesses in an earthly law-court; they
'Iong and pray as to the repenfance of the offending brother: but,
if they are rejected, they do nof ' punish™ or put to death: there is
no stoning, as under the law: the climax is, " Let him be unto thee
as a heathen man and a publican.” A dispensation of grace is
clearly set forth: but exclusion is very solemn, and like thoughts
are'suggested by the other equally definite allusions in the later
Scriptures, 2 Cor. 13.1, and 1 Tim. 5.19. In the former the
apo_stle hints how, alas, those bearing the Name of CHRIST werc
acting as if ready to shut him out (¢f. 7. 2). In the latter he deals
“tltll an assembly, in days of some weakness, when supernatural
gifts were not prominently emphasized, and peculiar care is shown
for the “characters” of saints who were in the LORD'S service. He
knew how easily words of thoughtless and unkind opposition could
be spread. Observe again that the " two or three'' act as part of
an assembly, and in harmony with any discipline and authority
the LORD had given. .

Hence the LORD would encourage His dear children when few in
num_ber, and would urge us all to feel our responsibility to be in a
Scriptural gathering, and not in one " unscriptural”; or, if tem-

-
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porarily "isolated,” to pray about this fervently, and to seek as
much fellowship as possible with such a gathering, unto the LORD'S
glory. Very definitely has He emphasized this in the present dis-
pensation, and 2 Tim. 2. 22 illustrates. The beautiful narrative
of the LORD'S interest in “two” in Luke 24 helps us, and we see
how they af once, even the same hour, felt themselves part of a
larger company, whither they resorted. But if you are further
from such than Emmaus from Jerusalem, do nof be discouraged,
GOD can quicken others, and work mightily. A “place” (l Cor.l.
1, 2) at Cenchrea seems to have scon become an' assembly,” (Rom.
16. 1),* and there is nothing too hard for the LORD. Precious
indeed are the words " Believe in the LORD your GOD, so shall ye
be established ' (2 Chron. 20. 20): may this be our joy !

Another aspect of this subject, even the " witness" to the world
of “two or three,” is seen in connexion with the LORD'S “two and
two,” and ‘' Paul, Barnabas and Mark,” “Paul and Silvanus and
Timotheus:—let it be prayerfully pondered. Oh that the LORD
may grant to us a view of the relation between fellowship and wit-
ness, and the background of a godly, unworldly assembly, then a
powerful testimony to the unsaved (cf, Acts 13.1, and note
Eccl. 4. 9, 10}.

——

“ Because B¢ 6ave not 6od the Glory.”
Acts 12. 23. '
With Notes, on the Learning of Languages unto the LORD’S Honour.

A believer's greatest difficulties are in himself. We often mis-

takenly blame our ‘* surroundings,” and “ circumstances.”
When the prince of this world came to CHRIST he found nothing
in that precious SAVIOUR (John 14 30}, but in us he finds much of
which he would take hold. Thus " surroundings " hinder because
of what is IN us. Only as the flesh is kept under, and we resist
the devil in the power of the new life, can there be " victory.” If
Satan can establish a contact with the flesh, there is a bringing into
captivity (Rom. 7. 23). That which is born of the SPIRIT is a non-
conductor: our spiritual progress is as we interpose this, between
the flesh and the world or the evil one.

How solemnizing are the words concerning Herod:—" He gave
not GOD the glory.” Such is the attitude of fallen man. They
" changed the glory of the incorruptible GO " (Rom. 1. 23), this is
one aspect. * The GOD in Whose hand thy breath is, and Whose
are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified ™ (Dan. 5. 23): this is an-
other. The climax of iniquity will be thus marked out. Herod is
a type of Antichrist. All sin contains Antichrist's lawlessness in

embryo.

* A leaflet on this subject, and other leaflets to help, by grace. will be
gladly sent.
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Herod won the applause of the people. Possibly he spoke with
clever eloquence. At any rate, the crowd, flatteringly or sincerely,
exalted him as “'god "—alas, the bait in Eden, the boasting recorded
in 2 Thess, 2. And he was willing to accept the homage., How
contrasted was the attitude of Peter, "' Stand up: I myself also am
a man” (Acts 10. 26), and elect angels share the same hatred of
such iniquity. "I am thy fellowservant . . . worship GOD " (Rev.
19. 10). Incidentally, and more than incidentally, this illustrates
the Deity of CHRIST. Thonmas was accepted when he said, “ My
LORD and my GOD" (John 20.28). Every human theory con-
cerning CHRIST breaks down on such a point: —If He was a creature
—however exalted—He was NOT humble: if He was humble, He
must have been greater than all creatures !

The world is full of a Babel of languages, and it is not easy to
learn one tongue well. But what if a child of GOD is called to learn
more than one language for the LORD'S glory ? How can he
" succeed " aright ? He will find difficulties. The memory is not
perfect: There are many strains and forgetfulnesses. Yet every
measure of progress will provide a basis snatched by self or others
to praise, and, AS A RESULT, THE LEARNING WILL BECOME
SLOWER, and, (ah, this is more serious), the LORD will be dis-
honoured. These are real perils. If one constructs sentences aright,
let the glory be given fo GOD. Angels are ministering spirits to
GOD's dear people, but they can smite self-exaltation In the
LORD'S work commited to some of His dear people among the
“ strangers, " particularly Asiatic seamen of this great port, one feels
the need for languages and for cxact use. But time and strength
are limited, and pride will delay, and spoil the spirituality of the
service. When truth is preached, strange as it may seem, Satan
seeks to cause something of the very evil which led Herod to his
doom. A humble walk with GOD (Mic. 6. 8) is the one path of
blessing.

—aea

“ Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding
what the WILL of the LORD 1S8.”
Eph. 5. 17.

lT is a wondrous privilege to know the will of Gob (Rom. 12. 2,

Eph. 5.17). If we have been saved by grace, it is our RE-
SPONSIBILITY to walk in His ways The * earliest” church is thus
described : “They continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2 42).
It is well to ask ourselves individually,—“Am 1 thus serving
the LORD ?”  Scripture speaks of “a house of GOD,” not made
of earthly stones (1 Tim. 3. 15); yet it also refers to " a snare " of
the devil, in which spiritually living souls may be awhile entrapped,
so that they fail to know GOD's will (note 2 Tim. 2 25, 26, marg:).
Many have asked an important question—
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WHAT IS A SECT?

for the HOLY SPIRIT speaks plainly as to TRUE UNITY ¢ Cor. 1.
10). "What if I am in a sect, and am not carrying out the will of
the LORD ? "—This thought should impress His dear people, lest
they dishonour Him by doing that which He has not commanded
(Lev. 10. 1), and omitting His own precious arrangements, The
precious blood of CHRIST is a witness against Jself-choo_sm'g, a'nd
THAT is the meaning of the word “'sect.” Even "unsectarianism’ is
sectarian : the only safe path is the exaltation of CHRIST, and the
mortification of self-will, in the power of the HQOLY SPIRIT. .Are
we humble enough to seek this ? or are we willing to act as if we
wish to be

HINDRANCES TO REVIVAL?

— ———— -

The Tewo Futures: Which is Yours ?

HOW precious is the gift of eternal life (Rom. 6. 23). The

words of the Lord Jesus are clear "' I give unto them eternal
life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 'pll']Ck
them out of My hand " (John 10. 28). Eternal redemption is a
glorious fact (Heb. 9. 12). The foundation of God stands sure ;
those who come to Christ shall in no wise be cast out ; of lho§e
given to Him He shail lose nothing,—the immutability of God's
connsel affords strong consolalion. His covenant-cath would be
broken if ONE saved soul was lost, and Christ would not see
of the travail of His soul!

But apart from Him there is a terrible judgment: the wrath of
God abideth {John 3. 36). Sin cannot be excused. Ten:_n;_yora}ry
punishment is impossible, for man is still evil in hell. Annihilation
would be relief : it cannot be punishment. GOD does not decl:_:tre
eternal destruction as a ceasing to exist, but eternal destruction
from His presence (2 Thess. 1.9) ¢f. cutting off from God's people.

“ THEIR worm " is a solemn expression. Nor can we 'forget
the smoke of torment going up for ever and ever. And aptlchrlst
is still being tormented after a thousand years, The fire does
not annihilate. The rich man in Luke 16 has no thou_ght of re-
pentance, nor is there any suggestion of relief or ceasn.ng to h'e.
Ah dear reader, if you are not in Christ, do you not d‘eswe God's
ark of safety ? Do you not feel the need for His gracious work ?
Precious indeed, is the blood of atonement: it is the only escape!
And, if you know Him, do you not experience a longing to kpow
Him more, and would you not desire that others should know Hl'm ?

The time is shorl. The Coming of the Lord draweth nigh.
Eternity is real. It will be a joy to hear from any concerned, and
to send further literature, or to help in any way, that God may be
glorified.
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The Contrast.

* Even in laughter the heart
is sorrowful; and the end of
that mirth is heaviness.”
Prov. 14. 13.

THE wisest man this world has
ever seen wrote thus: “* I said in
mine heart, Go to now, I will
prove thee with mirth, therefore
enjoy pleasure, and behold this
alsois VANITY " He also used
amazing words, ' The heart of
fools is in the house of mirth."
If in a sinful world, where death
comes so quickly, we have
mirth and carelessness, is it not
{oolishness indeed? Listen to
ihe further witness of the same
book,"' Rejoice, O young man, in
thy youth . . and walk in the
way of thine heart . .. . but
know thou that for all these
things GOD will bring thee into
judgment.” We long that
many may have frue gladness,
but we should be cruel if we
were silent, while they are lulled
to sleep on the brink of an end-
less hell.

How solemn it is when a pro-
fessing house of prayer becomes
“ 4 house of mirth,"” instead of a
place from which GOD'S heralds
go forth, having heard the Word
at GOD'S mouth, to give men
warning from Him (Ezek. 33.7).
Itis so sad tobe' happy " fora
brief season, and to have an
eternity of gloom and misery.
Nothing can really satisfy, except
a rcal salvation in a Satisfying
Saviour. Would you not rejoice
to know Him ?

“Thou wilt show me the path
af life: in THY presence is
Sulness of joy: at THY right
hand are pleasures for ever-
more.” Ps 16.11.

HOW graciously GOD has
revealed truz joy. And this true
joy is lasting,— everlasting. Do
you think we want you to be
miserable? Nay, we long that
many may be saved from the
certain and endless misery
which awaits all outside CHRIST.
GOD has shown the path of life
and true happiness in the finish-
ed work of the LORD JESUS.
He died for guilty ones, and
those who are brought to feel
their need are welcome now to
all spiritual riches and blessings
in Him. They are encouraged,
and commanded, to rejoice in
the LORD always (Phil. 4. 4).
But how can you possess real
gladness until you know the joy
of sins forgiven, and acceptance
with Him, and eternal life?
Those who can truthfully call
Gop " FATHER"™ have a

RIGHT TO GLADNESS'!
He has put it in their heart {Ps.
4. 7Y If you desire such a
wondrous blessing, will you not
accept an invitation to write or
to come to Meetings for testify-
ing this Gospel of the grace of
GOD, at—

Meeting Rooms of Believers,
61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate,
E. 7. 43a, The Broadway,
Walham Green, London, S.W.6.

Aud as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:
so CHRIST was ouce offered to bear the sivs of many; and unte them_that'
look for Him shall He appear the second lime without sin unto salvation.'

Heb. 9. 27, 28.

Meeting Rooms of Believers:—61,Upton
Walham Green, London, 8.W 6, “Rosem

Lane, Forest Gate, .7, 43a,Broadway,
ond,” Bede Burn Rd, Jarrow-un-Tyne,
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““But where sin abounded, GRACE did much more abound : that as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so might GRACE reign through righteousness
unto eternal life by JEsus CHRIST.” Rom. 5. 20 21.

C

A Word of introduction.

GAIN the passing days remind us of that which is in the
LORD JESUS, never to pass away. ~ The things which
are seen are temporal; but the things which are nof seen are
eternal V' (2 Cor. 4.18). It is a privilege, in the grace of GOD,
o be spared and enabled once more to write concerning CHRIST,
and the glories which are revealed to those in Him. These
pages are quite out of date as to ‘“man’s day” (1 Cor. 4. 3,
marg:), but our desire is that GOD in all things may be glori-
fied. Hence we would earnestly ask, * What, dear reader, is
your relationship to Him and to His one Gospel? Whatis
your position as fto the HEAVENLY calling? If you can
humbly say you are “in CHRIST,” how are you EXERCISED
in heart as to the APPOINTED path of His people?”’ These
questions are nof unimportani, for salvation involvesan ENTIRE
confrast with the old position, even a CHANGE from death
unto life, and from darkness fo light, and the LORD’'S will is so
’c?ear that His people, led by the HOLY SPIRIT, should be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment” (1 Cor. 1. 10).

B
UNBELIEF has many arguments, some of them are very

plausible, but they all leave out the most important thing—the
power of GOD !

‘Further Copies from Meeting Rooms of Believers:—61, Upton Lane,
Forest Gate, E. 7. 34a, The Broadway, Walham Green, London, S.W.6.
“Rosemond,” Bede Burn Road, Jarrow-on-Tyne. Correspondence welcome,
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“The Law is Good, if a Man Use It Lawfully”

1 Tim. 1. 8.
GRACE 1S GRACE.,
Rom. 11.6.

HOW important it is to keep to GOD'S own arrangenents. Law

is law, and will not change one iota. “ The law workcth
wrath” (Rom. 14. 15); it is impossible for the guilty sinner to
obtain life by law (Gal. 3. 21). Use the law as the law, do not try
to bring a man to hope in himself, or his partial effort. The law
convicts, the law strikes down, the law cannot save,

But grace is grace: do not “legalize” it. " Grace' is reigning
through righteousness accomplished. On the basis of CHRIST'S
finished work, GOD the FATHER gives everything. You cannot
blend grace and works. Do not preach half law, half gospel, as if
a man were saved by the two together. No flesh can glory in
GOD'S presence. The gospel does not demand from the flesh :
it gives—{freely, fully, for ever. When *a certain man went down
from Jerusalem to Jericho” those who took from him ali his own
possessions were not with the Good Samaritan, nor did they come
after, nor did the Latter take away anything. Law lays a man
low ;: CHRIST pours in wine and oil, and grace is enjoyed as free
by the one who has been brought to nothing. Yes, the camel
must be brought to nothingness to go through the eye of a needle.”
Any other gospel is not another, but a theory, which flatters the
self-righteous and self-exalting, while it has no power for the utter-
ly helpless. Use the law lawfully, and thus there is room for the
free gospel. But if the gospel is declared only as “largely " iree,
and unhumbled sinners profess it by life, they will congratulate
themselves, and oft-times turn grace to lasciviousness, because /e
flesh has never been judged. The objection that “ When one is
saved, he can live as he likes"—is a powerful one, if, " man's
liking " has been the first act of applying salvation ! But if faith it-
self is part of the new covenant, because the flesh profiteth nothing,
and is so completely humbled, ¢2en the truth realized, in the HOLY
SPIRIT, will lead to humility and godliness. Thus the practical
bearing of this subject is evident. None are ready for a free
gospel but those who have been broken by law. Qbserve we
are not, in general, commanded to preach election to the unsaved :
they cannot understand this. We preach the FREE gospel on the
background of a man-humbling law—because GOD has been
pleased to command and use this. Not election but law's con-

L]

* Probably the order of the Hebrew letters —the original language- contains
some Diviue teaching, with the words derived (This thought fits 1 with in-
spired acrostics, and inay contradict the hieroglyphic theory). The Alvph sug-
gest s the obedient servant (¢f. the ox in Sacrifice and cherubim), and Beth the
house. Then because of grace, we have the camel (Gimel) brought to the door
{Daleth): and to this CHRIST may allude.

=
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demnation is that which many oppose, while they think they are
attacking election. But “election™ can ONLY deliver, ONLY save
out from a ruined race ! The sinner, broken by law, sees no hope
except in grace, and then, as a saved omne, realizes sovereign
election, which saved from self's own powerful will, because of the
greater free will of Him Who is Stronger than the strong man'!

—— ——t -

Determination and Enthusiasm.

GRACE is absolutely free. We were quickened when we were
dead in sins, if so be that we are now among the called of
JESUS CHRIST. What mercy, indeed, has abounded.

And now a great privilege and responsibility must be earnestly
owned by the LORD'S dear people who would please Him. Now
is their opportunity to glorify Him in a ruined world. The words
of Neh: 2. 18 are helpful " Let us rise up and buiid.” ‘There are
many commands to holy “watchfulness” and continuance, and
many promises concerning this condition.

We must not make GOD'S mercy an excuse for laziness, Ifa
believer wishes to obtain knowledge of the words of GOD in
answer to prayer, without prayerful study, and earnest learning, is
there not something wrong ? If we ask our gracious GOD to ar-
range our lives, but are unwilling to lay aside every weight, and to
RUN with patience the race that is set before us, is there not some-
thing wrong ?

Salvation was absclutely free, but now that we have received a
new life, though we humbly acknowledge that apart from the
LORD we can do nothing {John 15. 3}, we are bidden to present
our bodies a living sacrifice, and to yield our members as weapons
of righteousness, that He may be glorified in the strenuous, spiritual
life of those who would be devoted to Him, in the enabling power
of the HOLY SPIRIT. May this be so, every day!

— e f—

“Too Long,” * Too Far,” “Too Much”
Deut. 14. 24,1 Kings 12. 28.

IN Deunteronomy we see GOD'S gracious condescension, and His

provision whereby the journey to Jerusalem was to be actnally
accomplished without undue strain, and the climate of Palestine at
the times of the feasts further illustrates. Since He Who knoweth
our frame, arranges to meet its need, how definitely would we
thank Him. But in Jeroboam's taking of counsel without asking
at the at the mouth of the LorD (Isa. 30. 1), we have man’s altera-
tion of GOD'S will, and the journey to Jerusalem was omitted. In
like manner Numbers O sets forth the LORD'S mercitul appeint-
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ment as to the second month for those who were unclean at Pass-
over time. But Jeroboam worked out a scheme of a month-late-
feast instead of the Feast of Tabernacles. Many to day approve
of such seeming " parallels,” but the whole principle of GOD'S
plan was attacked, and the place He had chosen set aside, GOD'S
tenderness and forbearance, are often opposed and caricatured by
human ingenuity and scheming. It is so easy to draw our own
*self "-chosen inferences, and to dishonour HIS Name. There
was a wondrous reason why there was not a feast of tabernacles
in this eighth month for those unclean. This feast pictures the
Coming again of the LORD JESUS, and the happy readiness which
will then be caused. Thus the place of GOD'S choosing, and His
typical teaching were both put away, and the HOLY SPIRIT'S
comment specially refers to the month: “ The month which he
had devised of his own heart.” We little realize how important
it is fo cease from our own ' wisdom.” As soon as we ~'scheme "
to retain the people (1 Kings 12. 27), and work out " our own "
purpose to se¢ure ' our own' ideas, we are in the greatest peril.
Have you Scripfure-avthority for your attitude, dear reader?
Have you Seripture-authority for your assembly relationships ?
Have you Scripfure-authority for your meetings ? The HOLY
SPIRIT does not contradict Himself. Do not let us put our
“ feelings ' or ' wishes'’ against, or instead, of His revealed will.

God’s Sovercianty and A Believer’s Responsibility.

WE often hear, or used to lear, of GOD'S sovereignty in the

salvation of a sinner in connection with man's accountability.
And the great distinclion of aspect between the faith and obedience
which it is the legal duty of a man to perform, and ihe appropri-
ating spiritual faith into CHRIST, which is a new-covenant gift to
those who have ntterly failed in their duty, has often been em-
phasized (Eph. 2. 8, Phil. 1.29, Tit. 1.1). But no buman words
of ours can explain the fulness of the Divine working whereby a
dead sinner is sovereignly quickened. How powerful should be
the gratitnde which GOD'S wondrous love calls forth. That CHRIST
should die for guilty rebels, in order that they might receive accep-
tance and the new life, and wish to accept Him in Whom they are
accepted is a miracle beyond all paraliels !

But do we not someiimes overlook Divine sovereiguty with re-
gard to the believer's responsibity 7 The believer is placed in a
new sphere, and having a spiritual life has heavenly power to obey
the commands of his LORD. If there is failure to do so, he is re-
sponsible, and receives chastisement, and will lose at the Judg-
ment Seat of CHRIST {2 Cor. 5.10). It is sinful to say glibly,
* GOD has not shown this unto me.”” His teaching has been given
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in Scripture. On the other hand, we gratefully confess that GOD
sometimes shows us part of His truth when we are very manifest-
Iy unworthy of it, and when we cannot see any reason in ourselves
why He should thus encourage. One morning we wake up with
definite thoughts of His love, and a portion of truth is specially
impressed on us, and we rejoice in such a gracious uplifting. But
we may not be able to find we had any definife prayer for this
the night before, or any definite act of obedience, unio the LOKD,
bringing us into a condition to expect such an undeserved favour.
Rather it seems that our gracious Heavenly FATHER in sovereign-
ty is showing us, first, that He can do more than He has promised
to do, and, secondly, that He is pleased to afford us sovereignly a
sample of the blessings which we might have very, very often, if,
taking our spiritual responsibility, we sought more earnesily,
henceforth, to be clean vessels, and to ask in faith, nothing waver-
ing. If we misuse sovereignty, therefore, to excuse ourselves, and
to say "I must wait for such sweet tokens till GOD is pleased to
revive" we miss their meaning, and their affraction to a godly life
since ii is plain He has attached promised blessings to obedience
in the HOLY SPIRIT, and to show that He will be found when
we seek for Him with the whole heart (Ps. 105. 4, Lam. 3. 25,
Matt. 7. 7; the principle of Isa: 45. 19, Jer. 29. 13 appiies won-
drously to individual szinis in the new covenant even now) : GOD
delights to be honoured by real faith : a holy, trustful obedience
shall be rewarded, and we would enjoy the blessings of sovereignly
granted communion, on the path of humble recognition of our
wondrous privilege and responsibility fo walk with GGD'!

SENSITIVENESS.

BELOVED friends, what is it to be sensitive ? Alas, many of
us use the same word with a different meaning. We see
a precious sensitiveness in 2 Kings 22. 19, "' Because thine heart
was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before the LORD.”
The aspect of true and deep feeling, in contrast with Eph: 4. 19,
is there before us.

But there is a pseudo-sensitiveness, which, while it may be

4

‘real” as an experience, is unappointed,—harmful to our-
selves, and unkind to others. It has two special forms, with
manifold gradations from one to the other. As it is nof command-
ed, and thus not to the glory of GOD, we need to confess it as sin,
and to seek " victory " in the LORD'S might (1 Cor. 15. 57).

Both forms approach to " evil surmisings,” though Satan wraps
them up in another way. (This is his usual method, even as mix-
ture with the world is labelled " kindliness'’ and so forth). We
“think ” that someone is against s, or hastily interpret an unin-
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tentional omission as a slight. We break the Divine command
" Love one another " for love worketh no ill, thinketh no evil, but,
coentrarily we have hard thoughts. In some temperaments, these
produce a worrying and rankling self-occupation,—a brooding dis-
content :—THAT IS ONE form of the sin. It is a sign of unhealthi-
ness spiritually, and these signs should be watched as definitely
by GOD'S dear people as the temperature and pulse by a physician
of the world. In other believers, the unkind "“thoughts " lead, be-
yond worrying within, to a measure of expressed unkindness, a
fleshly talkativeness, which, in a deadly way, aims at the root of
spiritual love and unity. To know the symptoms is to be fore-
warned, but the disease should be dealt with in its earliest stage,
and at the hidden source. In the power of the HOLY SPIRIT
this is possible. Developed, this evil blinds us to true wisdom.
“Do not judge " is one perversion of Scripture which we shall easily
usc if wandering, and thus address the very children of GOD who
would help to put us right, forgetful that we are judging them all
the time. One of the saddest results of sin is that we often think
we are right. Oh to be more sensitive as to our own sin. Do not
henceforth call the disease we are pondering “ sensitiveness.” It
is often 'touchiness,” in colloqunial English. It is sometimes
self-will which does not like to be reproved ; and pride which does
not like to seem neglected ; or, at least, largely composed of these.
And we all have a measure of these sins, and need to be much
humbled, beloved friends: I do not write for you alone, but to
myself also. Alas, as we have scen, we are not always conscious
of the symptoms : we think we are sensitive and tender : we feel
we have " cause "' for our " complaint,” and thus are unable to sce
our spiritual lack, and our misconceptions. Once we take a wrong
standpoint, everything will appear ' wrong."”

Need I say that while we should condemn and hate and point out
this sin, we should also seek grace to avoid irritating any festered
wound in another? Moreover, knowing the susceptibility of child-
ren of GOD to this disease, we should walk circumspectly, lest the
tiniest germ of " off-handedness,” which might be unnoticed by a
growing and healthy believer, should be used to sferf such a sad
illness, and thereby " many be defiled.”” *Ye which are spiritual "’
seek to act so that you will not need to restore. Preventive love
is very precious. Do not “'stir up” an unspirituality., It is so easy
to help another to sin.

If the wrong sensitiveness cxists, and there are " imaginations "
and misunderstandings, in yourself, judge them all at once. Never
allow inferences from anything but facts: " suppositions” are
dangerous. You " thought" A meant this and B implied that, and
you are worrying yourself, or even informing C about it. J, udge
the whole thing as sin. If others have this " feeling " toward
you, be exercised in heart before GOD as to any cause, in you,
however trivial, even as when the world attack you. Avoid self-
satisfaction. Do not despise others. Do not take a pinnacle, and
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point out their sins, but bend down for the washing of one
another's feet. Use love's gentleness, in the HOLY SPIRIT, wrap-
ped up in prayerful expectancy, to ‘gain" your brother," that GoOD
in all things may be glorified through JESUS CHRIST, to Whom be
praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” As Heis ex—
alfed, evil surmisings will be laid low !

B s —

PILLATE’S MISSING POINT.
“ Behold I bring Him forth— no fault in Him.”

“ Behold the Man.” “* Behold your King.”
John 19. 4, 5, 14.

THE testimony of Pilate reminds us that Herod once was ap-
parently impressed (Mark 6. 20). How great is the need fpr
a deep work of grace. Furthermore, if we recollect the special
aspects of the LORD JESUS in the four gospels, we remember how
Matthew reminds of the King (yet the Kingdom of the heaven;‘,
exactly as John 18. 36), and Mark of the Perfect Servant in
‘Whom there was ‘' no fault,” and Luke {written by GOD through a
Gentile) of the wondrous manfiood of the SAVIOUR of sinners.
John commences with " In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with GOD, and the Word was GOD. "
PILATE OMITS THIS;

and strikingly his words are recorded in the same book.

In another way there is a grave omission.—In John 1 we have
another "' BEHOLD, " and it is repeated

“BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD”

(1.29, 36). THIS was not felt by the vacillating governor: he did
not realize his dire need. Even his testimony as to CHRIST'S
righteous life is largely negative: yet if he had seen that the Onc
without fault was at that passover time #he Passover Lamb without
blemish (1 Pet. 1. 18, 19), how different would have been his
attitude !

Pilate's omissions arc those of many to-day

JUDAISM STUMBLES ON THESE TWO POINTS,

nor is it alone. The natural tendency of the human heart is there-
by manifested.
MOHAMMEDANISM ALSO, WHILE AGREEING THAT
CHRIST WAS A PROPHET, DENIES THE SAME TWO

POINTS.

And we may go further,
A BROADENING PROFESSING CHRISTIANITY SETS
BOTH ASIDE: )
these are actually its two great points of attack. There are varied
religions all preparing for the federation of religions, in the denial
of CHRIST as He is truly set forth in Scripture.
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But still GOD is waiting. Still mercy is abounding. “ What
think ye of CHRIST ?"—dear readers (Matt. 22. 42). Can you
wlth Thomas say,

“MY LORD AND MY GOD!”

and enter into the precious words
“THE SON OF GOD WHO LOVED ME AND GAVE
HIMSELF FOR ME."—
(John 20. 28, Gal. 2. 20), or is He still to you only “ a prophet or
as onc of the prophets '-——Mark 6. 15? Oh that this question
of vital and present importance might not be thrust aside, for
there is salvation in Him alone (Acts 4. 12), since He has died to
save His people from their sins (Matt. 1. 21). It is impossible to
make oneself ready for heaven: the merits of CHRIST are a glori-
ous and sufficient passport, the ONLY passport,

ARE THEY YOURS?

B

“NOW Thou Shalt SEE What I Will DO ”
Ex. 6.1

THESE words came with refreshing power to the writer amid

some weakness, and he longs for others to have the same joy
in the LORD JESUS. The word “now" is definite and emphatic.
Everything seemed disappointing (5.23). It was then that GOD
stepped in. The emergency is no surprise to Him.

"Thou shalt see.”” OQur heart remembers Ex:14. 13—"' See the
salvation of the LORD . . . the Egyptians which ye kave seen to-
day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.” Surely these
words come with peculiar power after the references to
GOD's seeing. "I have surely seen the affliction of My people”
(3. 7,9). " When I see the blood I will pass over you" (12. 13).
Is it not because of the precious blood which He has seen that all
our Egyptian enemies—the world, the flesh and the devil—shall
be laid low ? " Thanks be unto GOD Which giveth us the victory
through our LORD JESUS CHRIST"” (1 Cor. 15. 57).

“I will do.” How encouraging are the mighty acts of the LORD
(Ps. 106. 2). ‘'Blessed be the LORD GOD . . . Who only doeth
wondrous things"” (Ps. 72. 18). Well may the redeemed say,
“‘Thou, LORD, hast made me glad through Thy work" (Ps. 92. 4).
It is 2 mercy to rejoice and triumph in the work of GOD'S hands,
and are not His people, as well as the blessings that reach them,
His workmanship ? That which rests upon a man falters. But
when GOD works who shall hinder ? We may compare the won-
drous message of Ex. 34. 10 after the unveiling of the LORD'S
NAME AND GLORY AND MERCY.—' Behold, I make a covenant:
before all the people 1 will do marvels,” yes, the permanent
covenant depends on GOD'S doing and in this we rejoice, yea, and
will rejoice. May He be exalted in our gratitude, and obedience,
through the enabling power of the HOLY SPIRIT.
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“ Blessed is th: man whom Thou choosest, and causest to approach unto
Thee, that he may dwell in Thy courts : we shall be satisfied with the
goodness of Thy house, even of Thy holy temple.” Ps, 65. 4.

“Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house : they will be still praising
Thee. Selah’™ Ps. 84. 4.

“Bles<ed is the man whom Thou chastenest, O Lorp, and teachest him
out of Thy Law.” Ps. 94. 12,

B

A Word of Introduction.

IT is always well to give thanks unto GOD. This is the

privilege of those whao are made righteous {Ps. 32. 11; 33.
1), and who can over-estimate it ? These pages are sent forth
with the definite desire that GOD may be glorified in the
prayerful encouragement of His people, fo please Him, and to
live devotedly for Him amid a ruined world. We would not
attract attention to a man, but emphasize Him : we would not
urge onesided, but whole-hearted and all round, concern for His
holy will. The doctrine of GOD is one, and this would we be-
lieve. The practice appointed by GOD ADORNS this doctrine,
and we would wish for holy fellowship in the truth, and holy
separation from worldliness, in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT,
as becometh saints, redeemed by the precious blood of CHRIST.

e
«THE OUTSIDE . .. CLEAN ALSO”
: Matt. 23. 26.

THESE words of the LORD JESUS are full of the deepest in-
struction for those who are, by grace, attentive. Indeed, the
fulness of Scripture is always manifest, but, alas, how often we

il_éétiﬁg Rooms of Believers:—(il,il pton L;ngb’orésfd.;bg,__lii,isa B-;c;zzlway,
Walham Green, S.W.6, Also"Rosemond,” Bede Burn Rd, Jarrow-on-Tyne.
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show an emptiness which is not a spiritually prepared emptiness.
How often we are unreceptive, although the precious command of
James 1. 21 still sounds forth, and awakens prayerful concern.

It is important that believers should be oufwardly faithful to the
LORD. An undue or disproportionate stress on the fact that the
LORD sees the heart may be misused. So subtle is Satan. Itis
casy to say, "' My heart is right, and I do not mind what others
think.” But such an attitude is not adorning the doctrine of GOD.
Nor is it walking charitably : we should not wound the feelings of
others. When, in Hezekiah’'s day, many prepared their heart for
the passover, but were not outwardly obedient to the LORD'S
own arrangements, there was a need for healing (2 Chron. 30.
18-20). And 1 Cor:10. 29, 30 shows up the objection of one who
argues " Why is my liberty judged ?"—" Why am I evil spoken
of ?"" The man who, by unwise "' methods,” and self-arranging
temperament, brings trouble on himself, should not pese as
a martyr for the truth.

But though the outfside is a part, it is not the whole, and spirit-
nality of the outside only is not frue. Hypocrisy is a dangerously
subtle sin. It may even appear as an unwillingness to dishonour
GOD'S Name, and the believer may feel, “ I should not like to do
{his or that,” and thus put on " spiritual appearances.” I do not
mean that the remedy is a continual talkativeness about failures :
we should be ashamed of these. Godly proportion is learnt in the
school of the LORD JESUS. But we should, while especially
humbled before GOD, be careful to avoid any pretence of holiness,
not yet attained, when before men. The growing believer will be
spiritual in details without obtruding it.

Hence the Divine order, " Cleanse first that which is within the
cup and platter, that the oufside of them may be clean also.” The
reference to the “ cup and platter” is not only proverbial. The
HoLY SPIRIT implies that we should have concern as to our
spiritual food, and feed on truth, then shall we illustrate ‘‘pure re-
ligion and undefiled " in our daily walk. ‘The same precious order
is found in Hebrews 10. 19-23. " Let us draw near with a true
heart . . . having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience,
and our bodies washed with pure water.” May the same order be
seen in our lives, through the powerful inworking of GOD and to
His glory.

e a———

Translations that May Help To The Glory of God.
Part 1.

WHILE praising GOD for the precious translation of Scripture,
we desire to help, in any way He enables, where a more

exact rendering would Lring out more of His iustruction. All

human translations fail in measure, and these noles are nol issued

with self-confidence, but in humble dependence on the LORD, by

one who has obtained mercy to be faithful.
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Gan: 3. 22. ‘' Behold the man became as one from us— (in
order) to know good and evil.” This is literal and fits the con-
text. Adam's object is before us. ‘From us'—separation.

How sad was the result of self-seeking.

Gen: 4.7 "Is it not if thou doest well (there will be) a lifting
up : and if not well, to the opening (open door) is a sin-offering
lying,” i.e. a sin-offering lieth to the door.

The only " opening” shown in context is the one into Eden.
That door was closed by sin: a sin-offering (as this very word is
rendered in Ex: 29.14, Lev: 4. 3,8, 20, 16. 3 &c. &c) is the
only way to GOD. The word " lying "' is grammatically unusual, to
emphasize, it would seem, a male sacrifice, This verb is most appro-
priately used of a living animal (Gen. 29.2 " crouch " Gen. 49. 9).
Thus we have the solemn alternative. The man without personal
righteousness needs the finished work of another. GOD set forth
the gospel before Cain. Shall we be unmindful of it as he was ?
Or are we rejoicing in the Sin-offering of CHRIST ?—2 Cor, 5. 21,

P ————

“TRULY GOD IS GOOD TO ISRAEL.”*

THIS may be written at the end of 2° Mow (Exodus12). Why

did the LORD bring out His people ? Because He loved them.
And how important it was that the command should have been
given," Remember this day" (Ex.13. 3), for ‘' by strength of hand"
the LLORD brought them out. The work was His, as it is said—

“« Now thou shalt see what 7 will do.”’” Ex. 6. 1.

But these facts make it all the more remarkable that, af the
first, Israel were not set free. Even Moses said, just before the
above words,"” Since I came to Pharach to speak in Thy Name, ke
hath done evil to this people ; neither hast Thou delivered Thy
people at all” Ex. 5. 23, The word “ NOW " is emphatic. GOD
has an appointed time—" It came to pass at the end of the four
hundred and thirty years, even the self-same day, it came to pass
that the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt”
(Ex. 12. 41). So Habakkuk wrote,” The vision is yet for an ap-
pointed time " (2. 3). Why do you ask about the apparent wait-
ing of four thousand years before MESSIAH was sent ? GOD has
a " self-same day”; and the seven times seven, and sixty two
sevens, needed to be fulfilled before MESSIAH could be cut off
{Dan. 9. 25, 26).

Again, the fact that GOD loved Israel, and that He has a mighty
arm, is the reason why some ask “How is it when GOD arose
Israel were not delivered till affer the fenth plague ?"' Possibly
you have noticed

THE TWQ DIFFERENCES

* Abridged reprint of leaflets circulated in the LorD's Name among Israel,
This work is a privilege for Him,
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as to this plague. It was linked with death, and not only trouble,
to the Egyptians, and it was the ONLY plague which was accom-
panied by something among Israel: and what was that SOMETHING ?
Hear the answer. There was DEATH among Israel too, but not
the death of Israelites, nay, the death of the Sacrifice. In other
words, NO ONE was brought out of Egypt till there had been re-
demption by a sacrifice. GOD was mighty, GOD can always do
what He pleases, but His love and power alone did nof redeem,
He also kept to His purpose and saved bv a sacrifice. Sois it
now. GOD'S love is wonderful—GOD’'S power is great. But we
cannot be saved except through the Sacrifice, which He has pro-
vided. MESSIAH died the self-same day that Israel were eating
their passover, in order that GOD'S power might be seen in the
salvation of all who trust in Him {Ps. 2. 12). Let me repeat it.
The love of GOD does nof act unrighteously. If the messenger of
death comes in judgment, are not we sinners ? Unless our de-
served death has been taken by a sacrifice insfead, unless our
debt has been paid, how can the LORD righteously save? Thisis
GOD'S passover message still. If Israel think GOD delays, we re-
mind them of Ex: 5. 23. If they profess to be toe good, and be-
yond punishment, we remind them of passover. If they trust to
GOD'’s love and power withouf a sacrifice, we remind them of
passover. And then rejoicingly we can add,' MESSIAH our Pass-
over has been sacrificed for us.”

—_— o ——t  —

A Passovr Unio the Lord In Jesusalem.
2 Chren. 35. 1.

WHAT is a “passover” ? Why do we read “unfo the LORD "'?

‘What is the reason for the words “in Jerusalem ' ? Dear
Jewish reader, are you willing to ponder {hese three questions ?
The word DB is from the same Hebrew root as ‘‘ lame,” and this
occurs in 1 Kings 18. 21," How long halt ye between two opin-
ions ' Qne who is lame stands still. We do not read GOD
pass:d BY the houses of Israel (not ™3¥), but that He stopped
(MoB) UPON them (5¥*). Notice in Ex: 12. 13, 23, 27.

In verses 12 and 23 the word 22¥ (pass through) is used, but not
at all with regard to Israel : it is used in direct contrast with GOD'S
mercy to Israel:—the LORD passed through to smite the
Egyptians ; Passover was GOD’S own contrasted resting upon His
people—" upon you,” “upon the door,” “upon the houses”;
notice the threefold thought. The door itself was an opening(NBp)
but the LORD sealed it up. There was the shut door asin
Gen: 7. 16.

Why did the LORD stay upon the houses of Israel to protect ?

* Remarkably “atonement” also has its twofold “upon”—Lev: 17. 11, yet
many fail to see it there: “vpon the altar,” *‘upon your souls.”
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In love? Yes! But what do we read that He saw? Notice
Ex: 12. 13,27

The GOD of love saves through a sacrifice.
sacrifice, not without.

Secondly, Why “‘unfo the LORD "' ? Ah, dear friend, these words
are so important. They cut at the root of man’s selfishness. But
more. The sacrifice belonged to the LORD. So in Jonah 2. 9—
“ Salvation belongeth unto the LORD."

Hence we would not only ask you to see the hollowness of your
merry making which forgets GOD, but also put the definite
question, ' Have you a Passover which really belongs to the
LORD?" We have. 'Thanks be unto GOD for His unspeak-
able Gift."”

And, thirdly, we would notice the words “In Jerusalem'
obw™2.  Now you say, ' Next year in Jerusalem.” But why are
you still away from Jerusalem ? The last book of the 720 (™27
DA} gives the reason.—The messengers of GOD have been re-
fused. When you rejected them of old, 70 years of captivity
came, but since you have rejected MessiaH,THE ONE GREATER
THAN ALL OTHER MESSENGERS, more than twenty five
times seventy years of captivity have been sent. Is there not
something wrong with Israel ? But, so wonderful is the grace of
GOD, the very MESSIAH you refused, so that you are now without a
passover, was Himself, dying at passover time, THE PASSOVER,
and in Him there is the true @, the True PEACE-OFFERING.
And the GOD of Israel still sees the blood—even the blood of
MEsSIAH and delights to welcome all those who trust in Him.

“Happy are all they that put their trust in Him" Ps: 2. 12.

Love works by a

A FIRM ATTITUDE.

T is not right or GOD-glorifvirg lo encourage *doubt"” either in
prayer or in action. Firmness for the Truth pleases GoOD.
The apostle knew Whom He believed, and urged a holding fast
the faithful Word. We should cleave with purpose of heart unto
the LORD (Acts 11. 23), and stick unto His testimonies (Ps. 119.
31). There should be a definite denial of self (Matt. 16. 25), and
a non-consenting to evil (Prov. 1.10). If we become ** hesitating,”
we dishonour the Name of the LORD, We must not be of a"'divided”
soul, and unstable in all our ways (Jas. 1. 8). Only as the heart
is FIXED do we sing and give praise (Ps. 108, 1). Itisasad
thing to be always " uncertain (2 Tim. 3. 7) : as the weak man is
frequently obslinale, so the man of uncertainty frequently acts too
quickly. The important thing is to believe GOD, and first to seek
such dependence on Him that time may be taken in knowing His

* The Scriptures. The last book in Hebrew order is 2 Chronicles.
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Will, and then, AS IT IS REALIZED, to be concerned that time
may not be lost as to carrying it out. We often sftart when we
should wait for His counsel, and afterwards vacillate when we
should be doing His known will,

The fear of man, moreover, bringeth a snare (Prov. 29, 25).
But what are " consequences " 1o faith ?  The will of God is the
only decisive factor. We must not compromise lo gain time or in-
fluence : to do evil that good may come is evil (Rom. 3.8), Many
were the attemps to make Nehemiah swerve. Men tried to fright.
en him with the thought of what other men would do (Neh. 6. 6,
7, 10), but he was occupied with Ais GOD {Neh. 6. 14), " If GoD
be for us, who can be against us ?" Pharaoh said " Who is the
LORD ? " but the position of faith is "' What can man do unto me ?"
“Who art thou that thou shouldest be afraid ?" is a wondrous
question and we also recollect, * Of whom hast thou been afraid
or feared, that thou hast lied, and hast not remembered Me ? "
?‘orgetfulness of GOD is a step to much fear ! Faith staggers not.
"None of these things move me.” ‘' His heart is fixed, trusting in
the LORD."

Be {firm when men would flatter, as well as when they would
terrify. Do not give place for one hour (Gal. 2. 5). Do not
“ hope for the best " in a way which makes light of even a tem-
porary compromise. You are a frusfee of truth, not of comfort.
The LORD has not left His people to their own discretion but to
His will, and the HOLY SPIRIT is living to apply and guide into all
truth. Be firm against all human systems, however ' successful "
which usurp the position of an assembly of GOD, Be firm against
error, put attractively. But be firm with Aoly graciousness. If
your manner does not adorn GOB'S dccirine do not say you are
a martyr for CHRIST when you suffer for your own evil. If
" error " has more apparent graciousness, many are won thereby
and truth is blamed for our failure.

CHRIST is a wondrous Example to His own. Separate from
sinners, He was, nevertheless, Meck and Lowly in heart. Loving
righteousness and hating lawlessness, He showed SUCH gracious
words, and SUCH teuderness. Be {firm, but be palient. Be firm,
yet also humble. Thus will GOD be glorificd, and subtle compro-
mises will be detected and auy heart-inclination toward them
judged and confessed, that there may be spiritual progress, and a
holy devotedness in the Name of the LORD JESUS.

—

“ THAT COULD KEEP RANK.”
1 Chron. 12. 38.

THE many descriptions of those who were drawn toward David
in Ziklag and Hebron are very helpful, and imply spiritual
parallels. How important that GOD'S dear people now should

T studéni-thoughts.conmi

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE. 39

have * faces like the faces of lions,” being ‘‘ready armed to the war "
against the might of Satan. Such, " expressed by Name,” should
seek ‘' understanding of the times,” and hate a “ double heart.”
Indeed, one feels that there is a fulness of meaning in the three
linked statements :—

“NOT OF DOUBLE HEART" (see Marg:)

“WITH A PERFECT HEART"
“OF ONE HEART.”

Saved by GOD’'S grace, we would, whether called to guide others
or to be guided, whether " old disciples” or * new born babes™
press forward to know the will of GOD, and to walk therein. Un-
doubtedly "'a cry ' precedes ' conflict,” and " the babe in CHRIST "
must desire the sincere milk of the Word first, so as to grow. But
conflict soon begins if there is growth, and this is well, though
there is always the grave danger of activity and prominence,
rather than a willingness for GOD to work out His purposes in the
life, and rather than a delight in communion, with its background
fulnesses.

Just now it is our privilege to ponder the keeping of rank which
is implied in the margin of verses 33 and 36, and emphasized in 38.
How precious is the condition of spiritual life which is seen by
keeping rank. There are some who appear to need ‘' goading,”
and almost a dragging along. There are others who are very in-
dependent. They have good wishes, but they do not know what
it is to work with others to GOD'S glory. Their mannerisms en-
courage friction : they give the impression that they do not want
anyone to arrange : selfishness is sugdested by their methods.
They work on their own account. Possibly they do more than
others in bare activity, but there is not the the loving encourage-
ment of others which is used by GOD the HOLY SPIRIT to make
a work permanent.

Furthermore, the language here employed by GOD seems to sug-
gest a godly order as distinct from a jerkiness. JIrregularity is one
of the greatest thieves of time. But believers are not sufficiently
firm with themselves. Holy determination along a path marked
out by their Heavenly FATHER is needful for His children.
Every day we should be in godly array, else time unused will pass
by, and our well-meaning, but disorganized lives, will have little to
show at the Judgment Seat of CHRIST !

Ah, dear readers, it may be you and I own the Name of CHRIST.
Are we seeking oneness of mind that we may glorify GOD? Can
we say that the binding together of the LORD'S redeemed is dear
to our hearts ? Are we intensely earnest to fulfil 1 Cor: 1.10?
Is the privilege of keeping rank our prayerful delight ?

Your weakness is not too strong for GOD'S streugth : if you are afraid to
trust yourself, it is well, but do not be afraid to trust Him,
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«“ THE KINGDOM AND PATIENCE”
Rev. 1.9.

THESE words seem strangely linked unless we are brought in

grace to appreciate the heavenly meaning of the heavenly
calling. “ The kingdom of the heavens” has no earthly parallel.
*The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them . . but ye
shall not be so : but he that is greatest among you, let him be as
the younger . . I am among you as he that serveth " (Luke 22.25-
27)." Observe the LORD JESUS does not imply that we are to see
the application of this command to others instead of to ourselves.
It is so easy to turn the edge of the sword by emphasizing how
this Scripture, or that, fits a certain brother. It may do, but it is
for us first. Nor is there any socialistic, man-made levelling in this
humble harmony. GOD does not attack loving gunidance and dis-
cipline, but He lays low the mannerisms as well as the feelings of
pride, which mar all witness. " The Kingdom of the Heavens " is
associated with love’s powerful lowliness. We are privileged to
“ remain under,” as the word ‘' patience” means.

Soon will there be the *Kingdom and Glory " (1 Thess. 2. 12},
but now the good confession (1 Tim. 6. 13) rings out " My King-
dom is not of this world" (John 18. 36). “Here is the patience
and the faith of the saints"” (Rev. 13.10). The reigning is future.
The LORD JESUS is the Rejected One, and His people have no
earthly honours, If they seek these, they fail to remember the
LORD'S command ‘' Follow Me’ whenever they walk as other
men. Here is a believer—or shall it be rather said, ‘One who is
apparently a believer "—and he even takes a share in politics—
and he is a staunch follower of this party or of that. Indeed, he
becomes a councillor : he takes part in electioneering : he receives
the honour of an alderman: he is a candidate for parliament.
Here is another whose business is organized in such a way that he
becomes, in measure, a profiteer. And all the time the words ring
out “ Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings
without us . . . we are made as the filth of the world” (1 Cor. 4.
8-12). And again “If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him "
(2 Thess. 2. 12) and again, ‘Be patient, therefore, brethren unto
the Coming of the LORD” (Jas. 5. 7). Will you, beloved reader,
for one morsel of meat deny your birthright 2 Will you for " the
treasures of Egypt” set aside " the recompense of the reward ? "
Is it wise to live as others, and to walk as men? Is this our
answer to the poured out blood of CHRIST ? s this our response
to His love ? He Himself has said ** If a man love Me, he will keep
My words” (John 14.23) and has added "I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you” (John 15. 19).
Shall it be said that " the love of CHRIST constraineth us’' (2 Cor.
5.14) or shall ‘‘the lust of other things, entering in, choke the
Word ?"—Mark 4. 19. Oh how can we lightly treat the love of
Him Who loved unto death, and lives to love for evermore ?
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* Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the
vines: the labour of the olive shall fail, and the flelds shall yield no
meat : the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no
herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the LORD, T will joy in the
GOD of my salvation.” Hab: 3. 17, 18

— e

A Word of Introduction.

H OW precious are GOD’'S thoughts unto us! How great is

the sum of them! And yet, how often we forget TO
THINK OF HIS THQUGHTS! Surely unbelief could not
Flourish amid such meditations! “Our own way” could not
become popular, if the glory of the LORD, and His loving
thoughts for His people were more realized. These pages are
sent forth that He may be exalted, and that His blood-bought
people may enjoy their quickly passing privilege, namely, the
privilege of pleasing Him, in unworldly devotedness while they
have " bodies of humiliation,” and in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation. Oh that the joy of the LORD may
be their strength in this attractive service.

——

Translations that May Help To The Glory of God.
Part 2. ©

(3" Gen: 6. 3. "My SPIRIT shall not always judge among
men." The words "Dan "’ and “Daniel’ are from the same root.
Does not Heb: 11. 7 helpus? GOD would not always "judge
among' men, and convict of judgment: He would at last send

* Any “difficulties’” are welcome; it may be the grace of GOD will be granted in
help thereon, and if those in other lands desire any suggestion as to the exact meaning of
certain words of the HOLY SPIRIT, it will be a joy to contribute something toward
translating of the Scriptures for men who cannot be personally reached, if we are privileged
to answer letters concerning such problems. For this *[abour of love™ we shall need,
and count on, the prayers of GOD'S praying people, for * we ate not sufficient of our-
selves to think anything as of ourselves.” (67, UPTON LANE, E.7.]
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condemnation. For-a season, however, He waited (1 Pet. 3. 20).
The Epistles of Peter remind us that
(a) The SPIRIT of CHRIST was in the Prophets (1.11).
(b) CHRIST, in SPIRIT, heralded when the ark was a pre-
paring (3. 18, 19).
(¢) Noah was a herald of righteousness (2 Pet. 2. 5).

(4) Gen: 6. 4. " The fallen-ones became in the“earlh in those
days, and also afterwards” (7i¢ ; “after thus"). Nephilim " is
from the root “to fall”: ‘‘giants’ is a paraphrase, though. doubt-

less, these fallen ones were giants (Num. 13. 33, same word).

(5) Gen: 6. 14. As the word “pitch” suggests * atonement,”
being from this root, surely we should rather render, " Thou shalt
cover it."” GOD looked down on and Noah looked up to the type
of atonement. Atonement in jis twofold aspect (meeling wrath
— without : encompassing him—within) was between the spared
family, and the waters of the flood. This twofold aspect is illu-
strated by the HOLY SPIRIT'S use of the plural in Ex: 29. 36,
30. 10, Lev: 23. 27, 28, &c.

——————

«« Who Shall Lay Anything to the Charge of
GOD’S Elect? It is GOD That Justifieth.”’
Rom. 8. 33.

«« That we might be made the Righteousness
of GOD in Him.”>” 2 Cor 5. 21.

THE first verse sets forth the declaration of the FATHER : the
second unveils the position of believers "' in CHRIST JESUS,”
and if the two passages are realized in the power of the HOLY
SPIRIT, the blessings and joy thereof will be great indeed !
Salvation is not a fresh probation! A gospel that made a man
merely " savable” would be a wealk gospel. If there were the
** doing of our part,” as many vainly teach, the gospel would be
“ weak through the flesh” (Rom. 8. 3),—as strengthless as the
righteously condeming law,—but it is the power of GOD (Rom. 1.
16). A savable man is an unsaved man, a lost man! Bat let
sovereign grace be manifested in its quickening power, let it be
acknowledged that CHRIST gave His life a ransom for many, and
that He bare the sin of many, and the suggestion that such will not
be brought to glory is derogatory to His glory ! The principle of
a sacrifice is this—" A Righteous One, deserving of all honour, and
not deserving to die, vicariously takes the wrath due to others,
and thereby brings to them a deliverance. His competency must
be seen in that He has no guilt, but, on the contrary, has wrought
out a fulness of obedience, for sins against the command, ' Thou
shalt love' cannot be blotted out unless a fulness of love is imputed
to the sinner” This Scriptural teaching cuts at the root of in-
definiteness as to redemption, and also shows the importance of
the whole work of CHRIST, made available for His people by His
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death. Incarnation without atonement wounld leave us in helpless-
ness and doom. A perfect life of obedience without atonement
would be without efficacy. But atouement pre-supposes and
crowns both, and those who are "in CHRIST JESUS" have, on
resurrection ground, an acceptance with the FATHER, which is
only to be measured by the perfect acceptability and acceplance
of CHRIST Himself !

Who then shall lay anything to the charge of GOD'S elect ?
Observe that election is made a sufficient reason for their efernal
security ! This is an evidence that election is a fact. Those who
speak against election know not its real meaning, Election injures
no one, but secures the eternal blessedness of a great number
whom no man can number. Who dare blot out one word of
Scripture to flatter the mind of the flesh ? Bat just now let us
meditate on the precious thought that GOD has so gloriously justi-
fied His own, (in connection with the declaration that His Son is
righteous), that if they were unjustified He would be denied His
very glory !

Shall righteousness be called unrighteous ? Shall the finished
work of CHRIST be undone ? Shall GOD condemn the justified ?
Shall He, upon the throne of judgment, set aside His own decision ?
Impossible ! Believers are accepted in all the perfectness of their
LORD, and no charge that will stand can be preferred against Him !
The safety of a believer is no less than the security of CHRIST!
The Surety of a better covenant has answered for His people, and
any thought now of their unjustification is an attack upon the
pillars of GOD'S throne, or upon the merits of the LORD! Can
such " doubting” of eternal life be called humility ? Is it a godly
dread of presumption ? Nay, it is the fullest presumption! The
only doubt must be—" Am I saved ?" * Have I the evidences of
one born from above ?'"  If the lowly answer of the heart before
GOD can be "' Yes," if the Spirit beareth witness with our spirit,
then the continual power for a life of devoted love is linked with
the joyous knowledge, ' My sheep hear My voice, and I know
them, and they follow Me; and I give unfo them eternal life,
and they shall never perish, neither shall any one pluck them
out of My hand. My FATHER, Which gave them Me, is greater
than all, and no one is able to pluck them out of My FATHER'S
hand " (John 10.27-29). " The righteousness of GOD in Him,"”
Who liveth to make intercession (Heb. 7. 25), cannot be declared
nnrighteous ! Herein is the fixed joy of a fixed people, * made
to sit together in heavenly places, in CHRIST JESUS "' (Eph. 2. 6).

- ————

DELAYS often indicate a lack of realization of the greatness of
GOD, and of every privilege for Him. The Coming of the LORD
is a bright hope to those who walk in the light: but if we do not
seek His Coming now, why should we imagine that this will be our

great joy ?
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“ gegion.”’
A name that gives solemn instructions as 10
The Unseen Activiries of Satau.

H OW often we have read Mark 5, and praised our gracious GOD

that where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.
That which the law could not do, with its chains and fetters, the
STRONGER than the strong one has done, and " if anyone is in
CHRIST, there is a new creation.”” This precious fact is a comfort
to the believing heart when the words seem to sound forth, "' Can
these bones live ?""  All natural desponding is quelled by the con-
sciousness that * with GOD all things are possible.” We do not
look at circumstances and then ponder what will * happen,” but
realize that GOD is not limited (Heb. 11, 6). There is a grave
danger when we look to the LORD through circumstances, so that

they are nearer and distort our view of Him : rather let us look ~

at circumstances through Him and His power, if we may so put it
reverently, and thus we shall see them in their real condition.
Let Him be nearer than all else.

But not only does this narrative encourage ; it shuts off all en-
couragement except that which is {n the LORD. The power of
Satan is seen in its mighty grasp. Nor can we say that because
Satan has one object his methods will always appear to be the
same. Men tried to bind this man : they were evil, he was evil :
they seemed opposed, but actually both were working out that
which was rebellion. Demon-might in the possessed man did not
mean that he was made happy, with his body held in so fearful
a control : nay, he was torturing himself (Mark 5. 5). Let those
who speak lightly of hell remember this! To be punished with
the devil and his angels is no light matter. The agonies of this
man were brought about by a multitude of cruel evil spirits.
There are many who are tampering with " spiritism " to day,
unmindful of the madness it often involves, unmindful that if a
wretched man gives himself over to hidden powers, some will
afterwards show themselves in a horrible manner, and torture
the one who at first welcomes them. And how many will seek by
all means to retain their victim ! If he wishes after all to give up
the identification they will tighten their grasp, and drive him to an
extremity, unless the GOD of all might intervenes with grace
abounding ! The reader will recollect how spirits when told to
come out sometines rent a man first (Mark 1.26). They hated the
thrusting forth from their temple.

And Mark 5 also indicates the mulfitude of evil spirits.
A legion could be spent on one man. Are we to interpret nu-
merically as a Roman legion? I so there were thousands.
Nor is this improbable. The herd of swine into which they went
numbered “about two thousand."” The conflict which believers
have with unseen " principalities and powers” of evil (the exact
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contrast of spiritism, Eph. 6. 12} is no small conflict. If we
under-estimate the foe (Luke 14. 31), or trust to curselves, like
Israel at Ai, we shall be awhile defeated. Satan has multitudes
of forces, and we cannot resist, unless we are “strong in the LORD
and in the power of His might.”

Further, the evil spirits are not a mere medley of evil powers.
Here we behold thousands acting together in military array.
The word ‘‘legion” implies this, and is linked with the word to
* gather.”” These powers are determined to atfack, that is to
attack GOD's plan. There is a ferrible definiteness. And the
singular * What is thy name ?" is answered strikingly, "My name
is legion, for we are many.” The plural and singular are thus
“united.” The spirit-powers in this man were of one mind
{c¢f. Rev. 17.13). Oh that those who are tampering with spirit-
ism would ponder the real nature of that which is unseen. Itis
no difficulty for Satan’s organized forces to disguise themselves,
and to use every means that they may make a captive. The devil
himself knows how to flatter and attract (Gen. 3.5, 2Cor. 11.14,
1 Thess. 3. 3 implies fwo methods). The “devices” of the evil
one are subtle (2 Cor. 2. 11): the references, already noticed,
to principalities and powers imply different grades of spirits and
an organized attempt against GOD. This is a real warfare. Again
let us remember * Legion" is a term of " Warfare.” We need
all our armour.

There is no time for parleying. There is no room for compro-
mise. We are in a fallen world, and the devil is not yet bound
(Rev. 20. 1-3): our only safety from his legions is in the LORD
JESUS. Other legions are in the control of the mighty LORD
(Matt. 26. 53). Not that we are to pray fo them. CHRIST
wondrously shows the frue method in the passage before us.
Prayer is to be unto the FATHER. The angels do not only
come forth, they are " being SENT forth" (Heb. 1. 14} : hence it
is for us to look unto GOD, and find comfort in His grace, and His
organizing of all things to meet our need. Itisa wondrous thing
that we are not slain! It is a wondrous thing that we are able to
live at all! Surely these thoughts will hold us back from self-
confidence, and make us more praiseful for mercy hitherto, and
more confident in the LORD as to the future! We cannot face
one day without His loving power, but we can step forward con-
fidently if He is with us. If in mercy we are children of GOD,
our concerns are His, and He will not fail. Ah, beloved friends,
the " problem” of daily life is met in communion with GoOD, and
in the application of the work of CHRIST by the power of the
HOLY SPIRIT, so that we may overcome, because of the blood of
the Lamb, in this warfare, even as that precious blood destroys
every accusation against the redeemed before the throne of GOD
(Rev. 12. 10).

Meeting Rooms of Believers:—G1, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, 11.7,43a, Broadway,
Walham Green, S.W.6; Also * Rosemond,” Bede Burn Road, Jarrow-on-Tyne.
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“Thus will 1 magnify Myself,
and sanctify Myself.” Ezek. 38. 23.

IF a man makes himself the centre and object of life, thereisa

grievous evil, but it is right for GOD to do all to His own glory.
Any other aim would be lower, and, therefore, as He cannot fall
short, His purpose must be the carrying through of His own
will, to His own honour. It is true that our blessing may be
wrapped up therein : it is true that He may be pleased (and is
pleased) to encourage us very much. Yet His all-embracing
object remains ; " This people have I formed for Myself ; they
shall show forth My praise" (Isa. 43. 21).

But what if another thought enters our mind, and if we selfishly
fret against this great purpose ? Are we not proving ourselves
to be out of harmony with Him ? Bare * humanity " and " phil-
anthropy "' are, when analysed, a denial of the glory of GOD!
They ask for the second commandment without the first, and
build up the house without a foundation! Actually they are
unkind, for they set aside man's inmost and eternal welfare, and
occupy him with that which is unsatisfying and transitory.
Furthermore, they lack the motive power for real transformation
of life. Thus we see that ‘' the goodliness” of man, however
helpful as to human relationships and tranquillity on this earth, is,
in the light of GOD'S law, linked with a denial of His right position
and glory, and as such, it is that whereon the SPIRIT of GOD
must blow in disapproval (Isa. 40. 7). Man’s best actions have
no weight before GOD'S law. Their failure, as to cause and
aim, must vitiate the whole.

It is delightful to remember that a day is coming whereof the
LORD hath spoken (Ezek. 39.8), and which He hath made
(Ps. 118. 24, Mal. 4. 1}, in which He alone shall be exalted
(Isa. 2. 11). " In that Day" the LORD will magnify Himself and
exalt Himself. Thus will be His glorious reply to the defiant and
lawless one, who opposeth and exalteth himself (2 Thess. 2. 4);
and the characteristics of the Day of the LORD are very mani-
fest. Ezekiel 38. 23 encourages those who have tasted that the
LORD is gracious. At the present time, GOD appears to be silent
(Ps. 50. 3), but He will awake to the judgment which He has
commanded (Ps. 7.6). Then will the words be fulfilled, * For
the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will
I arise, saith the LORD ; [ will set him in safety from him that
puffeth at him" (Ps. 12. 5, ¢f. Isa. 33. 10).

‘When Antichrist's forces are laid low, not only will the words
come true ‘' In Judah is GOD known " (Ps. 76. 1), but the LORD
will be " known by the judgment which He executeth” (Ps. 9. 16),
throughout the earth, and "the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea
(Hab. 2.14). The thoughtful reader will see the difference. Now
the glory is that of the gospel of grace (2 Cor. 4. 4), and it is hid
to them that are lost (3), If GOD has shined in our hearts, we

student-thoughts.com

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE. 47

behold this glory (2 Cor. 4. 6, John 1. 14), but the unmindful
world has seen no beauty in our beloved LORD : the last it saw of
Him was One hanging on the cross of rejection! But then He
will magnify Himself, and ‘' the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in
judgment” (Isa. 5. 16). He will be known to the eyes of many
nations, and, (observe the added statement of Ezek. 38. 23), they
will know that He is the LORD (cf. Ps.83.18). Zech: 14.9
illustrates. At the present time, the knowledge of His NAME is a
spiritual perception (Ps. 9. 10), but every knee will be com-
pelled te bow, and every tongue to confess, though the heart may
not realize His love. The LORD will be known, for He will unveil
His majesty, and instead of faith there shall be sight! Now is
the time of testing : then everything will be changed. How bright
is the prospect for those who love Him, and whose inferests are
wrapped up in His, but it is not bright for others :—the reverse
of bright for others (Amos 5. 18).

Ah, dear reader, it is important that we should ponder this very
solemnly before GOD. When the LORD JESUS shall be revealed
from heaven, there will be flaming fire on those who know Him
not, and cbey not His gospel. Too late men will realize that
“ TESUS CHRIST is LORD," and the knowledge of GOD will not be
the salvation-knowledge of John 17. 3. But now free mercy
sounds forth, and the powerful gospel (Rom. 1. 16) is GOD'S
weapon of reigning grace (Rom. 5.21). The sinner laid low, and
conscious of utter unworthiness, is clothed with all the merits of
the Worthy One, and is accepted in the Beloved. To such a
saved soul, wrath is impossible, for GOD cannot undo His own
work, and the longing of the believing heart must be, “ That [
may know Him,” in Whom alone is there deliverance from wrath
that is for ever, and with Whom all things are freely and fully
given. Asthe HOLY SPIRIT takes of the things of CHRIST, and
reveals them unto those who are redeemed, is there not a stimu-
lus to a rejoicing praisefulness, that, in grateful love, the will of
the FATHER may be done, and the privileges of the family ex-
perienced ?

“BUSYBODYING.”
1 Pet: 4. 15.

THERE are natural tendencies, and more than tendencies, to

selfishness, which remind of the need for a spiritual victory
in the believing life. And therefore it is fitting that, in GOD'S grace,
we should seek to set forth, His own will, as to PRACTICAL
ARRANGEMENTS. Some would prefer doctrine without its appli-
cation, but this is not Scriptural spirituality.

“Busybodying " is so easy, and so attractive to the flesh in some
temperaments, and even a pondering of this subject may be per-
mitted to appeal to the “ flesh,” in a desire to think of A's faults,
and to hope the notes will be a blessing to B, and to think how
appropriate the message is for C, whereas self's need of mortifica-
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tion is largely forgotten.

What is a busybody ? He (or she) is one meddling with that
which is not Divinely entrusted to him or her (Prov. 26.17).
And this unholy madness is ruinous, The word used by the
HOLY SPIRIT in 1 Peter 4. 15 implies “an overseeing of that
which belongs to another.” GOD has appointed " overseeing.”
The very epistle before us emphasizes this. In 2.25 we have
CHRIST'S work, and in 5. 2 oversight in His Name. But self's
appointment is deadly. It spoils everything. A strong ‘\'v.ill of
obstinate pride may cause much mischief. It is so easy to ~ inter-
fere,” with a word and an action alike. The passage not only sets
forth general self-exaltation, but also an interfering oversighl
which unkindly trespasses on appointed oversight. In a home
a wife or child may ignore GOD'S arrangements for husbands or
parents. In an assembly, it is so easy to say words of discontent
against any to whom GOD entrusts godly care, and to imagine one
is doing GOD'S service all the while. Partial knowledge is usually
very “talkative,”” and criticism of the LORD'S arrangement is one
of the commonest sins of the last days, but 2 Timothy 3, 2 Peter
2, and Jude, show clearly how GOD views it ; and we should take
HIS stand-point against the permeating socialism of “man's day."
Strife is often caused through a feeling of envy, but if a believer
has received a responsibility for others, ke is not exalted. There
is no room for boasting on his part, we were all worthless sinners.
GOD's sovereignty is very precious, and our beloved LORD has
given to every one His work according to His own authority. Oh
that we may keep gladly to the lines of His loving will. Thisis
our frue dignity. This, gladly undertaken, in the HOLY SPIRIT'S
power, PLEASES HIM ; and how precious is this privilege.

s

“GOLD TRIED IN THE FIRE”
Rev. 3. 18
ARE you seeking this, dear reader, or are you aliracted by " the
gold that perisheth”—1 Pet: 1. 7! Itis so solemn to see
those who bear the Name of CHRIST drawn aside to this present
age, and to "' get on in the world.” Is not CHRIST more precious ?
Is not His reproach greater riches than the treasures in Egypt ?

Furlher, we would, by grace. noiice that Rev: 3. 18 not only
speaks of " gold tried,” but of “ buying " it. This means a willing-
ness to ponder carefully, and a willinguess to give up something,
to give up the fading advanlages of earth. and receive ihe privi-
leges of obedience. .

Is it “'time"” which we are asked to give up? Shall we not gladly
doso? Is it comfort in some partly indulgent way > Shall we
hold back ? Does not this “connsel ™ of love appeal to enr hearts,
that we may enjoy, in the HOLY SPIRIT, the precious words,—
* Buy the truth and sell it not ; also wisdom, and instruct.on, amd
understanding "’ Prov: 23.23, It this is vur aim in lie, how
privileged are we, as we look for the LORD JESUS from heaveu.
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“ My people hath forgotten Me days without number ” Jer 2 32
“This do in remembrance of Me " Luke 22. 19

———

A Word of Introduction.

WE read, as to the disciples that when the LORD JESUS was

raised from the dead they " remembered” what He had
said, and believed the entwined Hebrew Scriptures and HIS
spoken Word (John 2. 22). Similarly Luke 24. 8 says,”"And
they remembered His Words.” And in John 12. 16 it {s writ-
ten," These things understood not His disciples at the first : but
when JESUS was glorified, then remembered they that these
things were written of Him, and that they had done these
things unfo Him.”  Thus John 14. 26 was illustrated, “ The
HOLY SPIRIT . . shall . . bring all things to your remem-
brance, whafsoever I have said unfo you.” On resurrection
ground (Col. 3. 1) though our body is NOT raised, we also should
have a strong memory for the commanding words of the LORD
JESUS (Acts 20. 35). “ They soon FORGAT " is a sad stafe-
ment after Israel had been raised up from the bed of the sea
which symbolized death. To help a memory for the fruth, a
memory for the will of GOD, and a setfing aside of human in-
genuity and self-will, are these pages sent forth. We are not to
‘ scheme,” but to remember the LORD’'S words, and to live ac-
cording as He has appointed, while we rejoice in what He has
done,

BLESSINGS MISUSED.

THE experiences of one believer often help another, and if GOD

deigns to use these thoughts thus, the glory is His alone. It
is delightful to know His deep interest in all His people, and His
care for them, even in minutest details. " Day unto day uttereth
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speech” in fhis connexion also, and day unto day should be full
of heart-felt thanksgiving. We should never tire of praise.

Let us remember that temptations beset at all times. But when
we receive manifest blessings there is an exfra fulness of peculiar
dangers. For example:—

(1) We may become occupied with the GIFTS and forget the
GIVER. As soon as a ‘' thing,” however precious, becomes the
object in view, there is a peril, It is easy to seek blessings for
their own sake, and to ask for them rather than His will. [t is
“natural” in a flood tide of encouragements to forgef to give
thanks. TEN lepers prayed ; ONE, when he was healed, praised
(Lukel 7.13,15). Istherea similar proportion of failure to-day ?

(2) Closely linked with this is the tendency to excifement.
Evident mercies follow in rapid course, and the mind becomes
less restful, and less humbly dependent.

(3) Satan will ever seek to inculcate wrong thounghts, and pride
is so natural amid great joys. It may be pride of " walking
with GOD,” and this is twofold :—

(a) Self-satisfaction after real spiritual communion.

(b) Seif-esteem because of an imagined basis for the blessing in
some condition of soul, whereas GOD may have granted it in His
sovereignty, thereby drawing us to see much more His love to un-
worthy ones.

(4) And not only so, when remarkable blessings occur, it is so
convenient to spend the time with regard to these, and to forget
the continual coonmand of Prov: 4. 23. The fortress is left un-
guarded while the feast of blessing is enjoyed. This is * one-
sided.”

(5} Still more openly, there may ever be the consuming upon
one’s own pleasures (Jas. 4. 3). Thus the Corinthians used the
LORD'S enrichment to aggrandize themselves. BUT EVERY
BLESSING IS A TRUSTEESHIP.

(6) Repeated experiences of enjoyed mercies may accustom one
to such, and thus unfitness for strain of another kind may be
brought about. The child of GOD may unconsciously drift into
a state in which if the fig tree does not blossom there is at once a
diminution of rejoicing in the LORD. This is the effect of the
failure already noticed—dependence on the GIFT rather than on
the GIVER. Indeed, all mistakes are closely associated sins.

(7) 1f we have many manifest blessings some will draw wrong
inferences, and exalt us as if ' we " were very spiritual, and some
may feel jealousy and envy. Hence the need for much circum-
spection in attitude toward others at such a time, and a holy de-
light in the partnership of other believers. This thoughtfulness
for others is deeply important, Shall we not seek it in GOD'S
grace ?

* The conse(;t;nce of pride is comparisoﬁ with others (2 Cor. 10. 12), and
despising of others,
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A holy guarding against these evils, in the power of the HOLY
SPIRIT, is possible. GOD'S hand is NOT shortened. His ear is
NOT heavy. It is needful to be on the alert against the beginning
of every evil. For exawmple, pride may easily be fostered by a
tendency to speak of oneself. It is wrong to say, ‘' Lead us not
into temptation,” and then fo step thither. But if in mercy, we
delight to be in conscious dependence on the LORD, how often
shall we detect sins, at their commencement, and seek and receive
victory to enjoy the good hand of the LORD as Ezra and
Nehemiah, and to praise Him with uprightness of heartl.

 —————a—

IF CHRIST HAD USED LEAVENED BREAD=-

WHEN He appointed the LORD'S Supper, what would be the

solemn inferences ? Some tell us " This is a small matter.”
Love regards nothing of obedience as small. Others say, " We
do not want to be occupied with symbols"—why then imply that
others are, when you do nof know their hearts ? If you find them
harsh, criticising, bad-tempered, unspiritual, lacking in love, and
only talking on this subject, you may well reprove these sins, but
what if the act of " becoming cross” is on your side ? What if
you are the one who is SO insistent on materialism that you are
unwilling to change your material to that which the LORD used ?
If you really find others * Judaistic,” reprove this sin according to
Scripture; but what if you yourself, beloved friend, are so Juda-
istic that you make the LORD'S Word of none effect by compelling
the usual #raditional bread, of which the only basis is tradition.
Is not this Judaism ? Do not use the word " Judaistic "of others to
comfort yourself in disobedience, or to hide the real issue. What
if CHRIST had used Leavened Bread in Matthew 26. 26, and
Luke 22. 19, would it have mattered much ?

A reply is simple. If He had used leavened bread, the Scrip-
ture would be misleading, after Luke 22.1, 7. This is suggestive.
Some say,” Where does it say He used unleavened bread ?" If
Scripture order means anything, the whole passage would be con-
fusing unless CHRIST had unleavened bread. Thus any argument
that the word ought to be used in verse 19 falters. Moreover, the
shewbread was marked out as unleavened, and yet the " word " is
not empioyed. GOD treats His people as spiritually minded
enough to compare Scripture with Scripture, and many who object
are so gladly willing to do this as to otker parts of His precious
truth.

But further, if CHRIST had used leavened bread His obedience
unto death would have been broken, and thus His salvation de-
stroyed. Some lightly say,” We do not know that He had this
bread.” Beloved reader, the truthfulness of the LORD is at issue.
Ah, the answer comes, “"He was obedient under law: that is the
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whole matter.” Stay, He was obedient under law, and therefore
used unleavened bread. Is obedience under grace more careless ?
“Nay,” you reply, “but what has the unleavened bread to do with
the new covenant?” Very much. We do not have the ONLY
bread of which He spoke because of Moses, but because of Him
Who died for us. 1f He gave a new covenant command, shall the
fact that unleavened bread was ALSO used under the old covenant
hinder us from HIS will now? Because John baptized before
Pentecost, shall we refuse baptism after? Because the law ap-
pointed honour to a father and mother, shall we call the will of
CHRIST in this matter “legalism ?"* Must the new covenant
commands be an entire contrast with everything appointed before ?
Is our LORD to be thus limited ? Nay, if CHRIST had used leaven-
ed bread He would have broken the Scripture: if we use it in the
LORD'S Supper, we break His commandment ! We are as much
outside His own word " This,” as the " Strange fire " of Lev: 10
was outside the LORD'S appointment, though our HEARTS may
want to please Him, and He accepts such love and forgives
(2 Chron. 30. 18), but is there not forgiveness with Him that there
may be service with godly fear (Ps. 130. 4, Heb. 12.28)! He
says "If ye love ME, keep MY commandments” (John 14. 15).
Here is the simple test. Shall we venture to say "No,” dear
believing reader ?

«] DELIGHT TO DO THY WILL.”
Ps. 40. 8.

lT is delightful to ponder the LORD'S delight. There was no

bare constraint in His service when He took upon Him the form
of a servant. There was no mere outwardness. He delighted in the
will of the Father. Each day was filled with love's activity, so
that if all His obedience was written, the world could not contain
the books (John 21. 25). But yet fhal Perfect, undescribably
Perfect, Obedient One is the measure of His people's acceptance.
Oh how rich are their blessings, and how fully secured. Who can
overestimate the glories which are in CHRIST JESUS our LORD ?
Let every believing heart overflow with praise.

And thus we reach the inference of love. If we are in Him, we
should seek to walk as He walked. A religiousness of form will
not suffice. An outward behaviour of apparent godliness is a
failure and worse. How blessed it is to love to do the will of
GOD, to delight in His way, and His commandments (Ps. 112.1).
We are called to be willing servants, to be glad servants, and to
rejoice in the privilege of honouring Him Whose worthy Name we
bear. ' What a weariness " said some of old (Mal. 1.13). Shall
we copy them? Surely not. Rather is it our thankful delight to
do what our LORD has commanded. 'Tis not what we think, but
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what He has said. Mark 1. 45 illustrates this. There are many
who want to please the LORD in their own way, but such
will displease Him. The message of John 14, 23 is definite and
impressive, "' If a man love Me, he will keep My words.” The
HOLY SPIRIT glorifies CHRIST, and never leads against the words
of CHRIST. Those who claim the LORD'S leading against the
LORD'S revealed will are on dangerous ground. Let us be joyful
in our obedience (note Deut. 28. 47), and realize the order of John
15. 10, 11 where we see obedience leads to yet further emphasis
on joy (cf. Neh. 8. 14-17).

P

HOW TO FIND THE WILL OF THE LORD.

DO not let the believing reader think that rules are to be set forth

which will be applied mathematically. Do not let him be
merely occupied with the will of GOD as to cerfain isolated
actions. Our important privilege is fo be in the LORD : then shall
we see His hand as to special circumstances. The general prin-
ciple applies : "' Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned
with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man”
(Col. 4. 6). If thereis a jerky wish for gunidance as to ' this” or
* that,” but an unwillingness for guidance as to everything, we
may be sure there is a serious defect. Sanl sought GOD's
direction in emergencies, when his life was self-willed. It is not
comely to ask when we wish, and to arrange for ourselves when
we wish. The whole life should be brought unto Him. The
words of John 7. 17 have many related applications, ' If any one
will to do His will, he shall know of the doctrine.,” Lettherebe a
holy conditon, and the promise shall be enjoyed, “The meek will
He guide in judgment, and the meek will He teach His way”
(Ps. 25. 9). ‘Condition” and ''attitude,”—how important are
these. To bring pieces of our life to GOD, and to hold back the
rest, is to insult Him. It is not enough to want leading as to
actions : let us acknowledge we are not our own. Hence 'tis “if
we walk in the light, we have fellowship,” and in GOD'S light see
light, and know what to do.

Romans 12. 2 has often been noticed in this connexion. "That
good and acceptable and perfect will of GOD" cannot be realized
while we are conformed to this age. Itis when we awake, and
arise from the dead, that CHRIST gives to us light. A believer
must be concerned to walk in the SPIRIT, and that whafsoever he
does should be to the glory of GOD. Any holding back hinders
GOD's gracious friendship. It was when Abraham showed he
wonld not withhold aught that the name was emphasized, "' the
friend of GOD.” And this thought needs our prayerful grasp.

When Israel rebelled against the LORD, they served their idols
till heavy trials came, and then they said, " Arise and save us"
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(Jer. 2. 27). This was cowardly : this was ruinous. It is so im-
portant that there should be a general seeking of the LORD at all
times. Thus will there be the special application of His will to
special circumstances, and His leading will be felt in a plain path.
This, and not a temporary intensity, is the way of blessing. GOD
will honour this, and if we seek to please Him in all, and to enjoy
the communion of the HOLY SPIRIT in all our life, we shall not be
afraid of awkward circumstances, but rather see His opportunity
to direct our steps, and glorify His own Name.

“THE FEAST OF WEEKS IS NOT BEING
KEPT.”®

THE GoOD of Israel, Who said “In the seventh month, on the

tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls,” also said,
“ Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the
LORD thy GOD, in the place which He shall choose,—and they
shall not appear before the LORD empty.” Thus He appointed
TIME, PLACE and MANNER! Yet, to-day we find many Jews
who think of =92 1T but quite forget NW2wl. Isit right to
“ pick and choose” between parts of GOD’s law ? Ask a publisher
how many service books are printed for #72is feast, and compare
with other feasts! There is a neglect which attacks the authority
of GOD. ONE sin will exclude a sinner from His holy presence
for ever. '

But the writer cannot hide the fact that even if NMY2wi were
outwardly observed, it would not be kept in GOD'S appointed
way. Two great events of Israel's year illustrate this fact:
“ Passover” is held without the blood which gives the name ;—

] \'
"NITDRY DTTTTAR TONT
and ‘‘the Day of Atonement” likewise leaves out the essential

fact that 299" oY N7 o

This is a strange omission in both, a cenfral omission, the same
omission. A body without the life is a carcase: why omit the
kernel of GOD'S appointment ? But this sad incompleteness,
yea, contrast with what GOD said, shows the failure of every Jew,
and some of us almost hesitate to apply His words to the present
day travesties, or to call the day " Passover” while without The
Passover, and to use the Word ' Atonement” when without The

Atonement.

* A leaflet circulated among Israel at their recent feast.
1 The Day of Atonement. I Pentecost.
§ I saw the blood and I passed over.
I The blood, this, in the soul, will make an atonement.
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And so orthodox and unorthodox Jews alike have left GOD'S
teaching as to MY2w, In Dent: 16. 9-12. we read—
(a) " Seven weeks shalt thou number to thee: . ., and
(b) Thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the LORD thy GOD, . .
(c) And thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy GOD, . . . in the
place which the LORD thy GOD hath chosen to place His
NAME there, and
(d) Thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt.”
You number seven weeks, it is true, but " rnof" from ‘' thc morrow
after the Sabbath” of Lev: 23. 15. The foundation is not
rightly laid : therefore the house is not rightly built.

Again, Pentecost records GOD'S harvesi-goodness, and thus
suggests a Palestine centre: at this time of the year it reminds
of GOD'S holy law which was given in the 3rd month, but no one
among you has kept all that law : it tells of death and resurrection
(as other FIRST day types®), and yet you forget this altogether.
Pentecost is not being kept: the present-day Jewish religion is
nof as GOD said. But GOD cannot allow men to change His will.
An unkept Pentecost tells of a coming judgment.

Why THE MORROW after the Sabbath? Why TWO loaves ?
Why baken with leaven ? Why a contrast with the other First-
fruits ? All these questions have a clear answer,—if GOD’'S
teaching as to Salvation in MESSIAH is seen, but nof ofherwise.

To sum up. If in the wrong place, and at the wrong time, you
profess to keep a feast, are you not guilty of one sin of Jeroboam,
who “devised of his own heart, and ordained a feast unto the
children of Israel !"—1 Kings 12.33. The remedy is not hiding
your eyes to this sad fact, the remedy is nof careless putting aside
of all religion, the remedy is by the path set forth in Lam. 3. 40, 41:
“ Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the LORD.
Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto GOD in the heavens.”

Then you will see that GOD'S lesson in NWAW js the acceptance
of His people, saved from Jew and Gentile, in the enjoyment of His
law written in their hearts {Jer. 31. 33), because of the finished
sacrifice, and przcious resurraction of the MESSIAH Who filled the
types, and without Whom they are empty. ‘O Israel, return
unto the LORD thy GOD; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity "
(Hos. 14. 1, 2). Do not appear before GOD empty. Your only
hope now, as one who /as broken the law, is nof to try and
make up for it, but to rest in Him Who has made Atonement, and
to appear before GOD, not empty, but with His full merits, in the
heavenly place, of which the earthly Jerusalem was a precious
type and pattern !

®“The motrow after the Sabbath” is rightly the FIRST day. and in Gen: 1. 3, this
speaks of resurrection, so is it in Ex: 16, the manna pictures a Heavenly One humbled t»
the dust of death (Ps. 22. 15), and then raised up  The sheaf of corn plainly tells of the
Seed which died, and from which the much fruit rises.
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Translations that May Help to the Glory of God.
Part 3.

(6) Gen: 7. 21. 22. Probably the use of law3, and the balance
of the sentences, would show that we ought to punctuate, ' Every
man, all in whose nostrils was the breath of life :—of all that was
in the dry land died.” The breath (neshamah) of life here refers
to man, even as the two previous "alis* of flesh and creeping
things have received a further description. Then comes the
colon, followed by the references to all creation—men and
animals,—* of all that was in the dry land.” Not every ferm used
of man can be used indiscriminately of beasts : those who teach
the human theory of annihilation need earnest warning as to the
exactness of GOD’S words.
(7) Gen. 9.27. Our version is not clear. “He shall tabernacle
in the tents of Shem " would appear o allude to Ex: 25. 8 and
John 1, 14" The Word became ilesh, and tabernacled among us.”
(8) Gen: 10. 11. One cannot speak decisively but it may be we
should render, ' He went forth into Assyria,”” The progress of
this great type of Antichrist whose name signifies " We will rebel "'
and whose number is 7X42 (¢f. Rev. 11. 2), is before us. The
word “Asshur” may also signify that when he was established,
and prospered, he went and built Nineveh,
(9) Gen: 15. 13. Again the English punctuation hinders. The
four hundred years of the seed could not have been in Egypt, see
Gal: 3. 17. A careful examination of Genesis will show 25-+60-+
130 years™ from the promise to the exodus, i.e. the 430 exacitly
bisected. GOD is the GOD of order:—

{a) "' Thy seed shall sojourn in a land that is not theirs

(Canaan Acts 7. 5a) :
(b) " They (thy seed) shall serve them (verse 14 explains),
and they shall afflict them.”

The TWO periods make 400 years. So accurate is the precious
Word. Oh for more thanksgiving.

The refreshments which the LORD gives must not be misused
so ihat we have no time to be thankful. Let us remember
that temptations to pride and other sins are very subtle and
strong after peculiarly rich blessings. Satan seeks to come while
we are exnlting, and we often lose the victory, as many a man has
lost it, namely through feasting on the spoil unmindful that the
enemy has many other modes of attack than we have just ex-
perienced.

* Gen:12. 4, 21. 5, 25. 26, 47.9.

Further Copies from Meeting Rooms of Believers:—G1, Upton Lane,
Forest Gate, 12.7. 43a, The Broadway, Walham Green, London, 8.W.6.
“Rosemond,” Bede Burn Road, Jarrow-on-Tyne. Correspondence welcome
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“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal : but lay up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Matt. 6. 19-21,

—e—

A Word of Introduction,

[T is a good thing to praise the LORD : it is a great privilege

to want to please Him, and to have some view of the treas-
ures which are in Christ, so that the worthless, Dbassing advanit-
ages of earth are esteemed as but “threads and shoelatchets”
{Gen. xiv. 23) by which we refuse fo be bound. Faith's great
refusal is seen in Heb: xi. 24. The things which are seen are
temporal. Shall we spend our labour for that which profiteth
not ? Surely the things of God are more fo be desired than
gold, and better than thousands of gold and silver.

To encourage children of God, amid the strain of being in the
world, that they may set aside “the treasures in Egypt” and re-
Joice in “an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled and that
Jadeth not away "—are these pages humbly sent forth.

R i

““ He Saith *THE OLD IS BETTER.’”
Luke 5. 39,

THE LorD JESUS CHRIST in His wondrous parables unveils
GRACE, but He also shows the SINFUL NATURE OF MAN. A
topical study of the parables would be helpful to many. Where
is the character of sin portrayed ? To whaf is it likened ? Where
is redemption by the work of Another shown? In what parables,
and HOW ? Such questions, prayerfully pondered, would surely
lead to much blessing.
In the passage before us, we see the nafural man. He is not
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viewed as one necessarily defiant. The " ordinary " sinner is far
from GOD. The sad despising of GOD'S gift, which is associated
with the casting forth of the man in Matthew 22, finds a parallel
here. The man who was driven out there, was without the robe
of righteousness. That was all—so far as the record goes—but
such ignoring of the gift of GOD is a ferrible sin. And the man
before us in Luke & does not desire the new wine of the gospel.
That is all we are told. He gives his reason. ' The old is agree-
able,” it is “ kindly,” as the word implies. The " old” does not
“go against” a man’s natural bent. And what is the "old”
wine ? It is the fermented wine of “the sinner’s own religion.” It
pleases him : he does not want God's humbling gospel while he
has the tasfe of his own thecries. The gospel hides all pride
from man, and lays the sinner low, but the "old" ie.the ferment-
ed doctrine of " man" does nof say "' You can do nothing worthy
of God.” On the contrary, it plausibly suggests that a sinner can
help in something toward his own acceptance with GOD. And this
is a pleasing thought to the natural man. Bul whatever men say,
we would be responsible to Gob (cf. 1 Cor. 1. 22, 23). The plain
gospel must be sounded forth (Gal. 1. 10).

Incidentally, we see that the LORD JESUS shows ihere are two
kinds of wine, and that His truth is likened to the new. And ihis
must be preserved in its simplicity, when it has been received in-
to that heart which is part of the new creation (' new bottles ).

And what abont ourselves ? Are the ideas of men pleasant lo
us ? Do we find the gospel unpalatable ? Is its holy severily
against sin repugnant to us ? Oh let us remember, not only that
the unsaved soul does not seek CHRIST while he has his ideas of
salvation, but that it is possible for a believer to wander somewhat
from the LORD, and thus imbibe some of the ‘' thoughts of man "
which are ' vanity,” and that such an one will not desire then the
simple gospel. How important itis to be brought into close en-
joyment of the LORD'S presence, that we may bc kept {rom any
participation in the things of earth which will hinder a keen taste
for the precious gospel. There is nothing in the Gospel to please
unsaved or careless ones, but there is much to attract the heart-
burdened, much to atiract His saved ones.

———t

“REJOICE YE IN THAT DAY.”

(1] REJOICE ye in that Day.” As a rule the beautiful expression”in

that Day " reminds us of {he coming glory when our LOKD
JESUS CHRIST will be exalted, and His faithful people will share
His honour. But in Luke 6. 23 we have an intended hint of the
glory, and yet a striking contrast. The LORD JESUS would seem
to have suggested to His people, that their trials were not then on
them, but that He was bearing the strain. And thus " that Day "
was distinguished from the time of His earthly life. But it would
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also imply that our problems now are all to remind us of another
“that Day,” even the solemn GLORIOUS time when the work of
each believer shall be tested. Thus the rejoicing in ene ' that
Day "' is with hope of a further " that Day.”

Doubtless, there is also a precious command which implies, ** we
must not postpone our rejoicing till the strain is gone. We must
not be miserable under the difficulties. On the contrary,'' Blessed
are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall
say all manner of evil against you falsely for My sake " (Matt. v.
11). Amid all the difficulties, however many, seek to have the
happiness of saints. How can children of God be despondent ?

. May there not be a further hint? As Moses named his son

Gershom," i.e, a stranger there, because he would not regard the
trials as perpetual, but would lock forward to the time when
“here " had become "' there'—so should we live in the light of
the fact “ This day" shall become “that day’ and “That Day”
shall become ' This Day,"” and the glorious future shall be changed
to a glorious present. Hence from the standpoint of the glory the
past time of trial could be described as ‘' that Day.” Oh to live
with faith’s expectation, in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT.

——— -

THE PRIVILEGE OF KNOWING.

THE HOLY SPIRIT has not encouraged a vain imagination. He

has not flattered men with the thought that all will be well,
but nevertheless there are precious indications in Scripture that it
is possible not only to have eternal life but to know this (1 John
5.20). Yea—amazing though it seems—actually to know GOD
(John 17.3). And to whom is this wondrous blessing? God
has, in marvellous prace, set forth His mercy to poor, lost sinners.
Such are made children of GOD, and to ihem is given the great
joy of being near to Him. No one can estimate all this means,
The wealth of grace is beyond all parallels, and when we read of
knowing the love of CHRIST we are at once reminded that it passes
knowledge (Eph. 3. 19). In }ke manner we notice the words of
Gal: 4. 9, " Afler that ye have known GOD, ot rather are known
of GOD,” as if to suggest * Now I know in part.”

How delightful is this contrast of grace with Satan's vain and
wicked promise, " Ye shall be as GOD, knowing good and evil”
(Gen. 3.5). How sad is man's continued seeking of knowledge
to-day without the LORD. The desire to have information, if it
is not associated with a heart of obedient love, may lead to many
iniquities. May it be ours, by grace, lo hear the voice of GOD in
this matter, and to seek after that fear of the LORD which is “the
beginning of knowledge,” and to hate the pride of the creature
adainst ithe Creator. Ah, if one is a new creation in CHRIST
JESUS he may well seek a holy separation from the schemes and
plans of men and the demoniacal wisdom of which Jas; 3.15
solemnly warns,
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A Difficulty in the Minds of Many Prayerfully
Pondered.

*“Shall We Use Fermented Wine At The Lord’s
Supper ?”

REFERRING to 1 Cor: 11, a recent letter says.—

As to the wine in use it was evidently intoxicating, for
some were indulging in it to drunkenness. Yet he does not
tell them to change the wine. If the fermentation was wrong,
and the apostle failed to point it out, he failed in his duty.
But under the guidance of the HOLY SPIRIT he did set the
Corinthians right so as to guard against the improper use of
the wine. Now if I were to go beyond the Apostolic practice
by prescribing the quality of the bread and wine to be used
I should feel that I was making myself wiser than GOD, and
committing the sin of presumption.”

Mapy dear children of GOD are deeply exercised on this point.
They have realized the ravages of "'drink,” and dread the effect of
fennth at the Breaking of Bread, but they are also concerned not
to be " wiser than " their LORD. Therefore, while gladly abstain-
ing from fermented wine as to their own meals, in love's desire
not to canse others to stumble (Rom. 14. 21) they are in two
minds as to the LORD'S supper. As the above letter puts the
difficulty in a simple and reverent way, and without unkind impu-
tations and sarcasm against those who would quietly and humbly
follow their LORD'S " This do,” it is a privilege to ponder, and oh
that writer and readers may alike have the enabling of the LORD,
to HIS glory (John 7. 17). May we not count on Him as to this ?

Qne simple solution seems helpful— The LORD never uses the
generic word " wine"—which includes both new and old, unfer-
megted and fermeated (Mark 2. 22), but the definite word ' fruit "
or produce of the vine,” which exciudes that which is not the

produce of the vine," i.e. excludes fermentation, which results
from the intrusion of a foreign plant.”

But the difficulty in 1 Corinthians 11 is still before us—*' If the
believers at that city used ferment, why does not GOD'S servant
remind them they had changed the very symbol ?”’ Somewhat
strangely the difficulty itself is through a foreign plant which has
leavened the passage. The careful reader will notice one ifali-
cised word in verse 21. GOD did nof use if. The whole mean-
ing is thereby changed. That the HOLY SPIRIT is nof referring
to the LORD'S Supper in 21 seems probable, af the outset, because
how could there be drunkenness with " many * partaking of * one

" % Such 1s ferment. It is forsign to the grape. Somewhat remarkably the
Lord seems to allude to Himself as untouched by anything foreign in Jthxiv.
?0 wit)h special reference to the symbol of the vine, and His precicus blood
xv. 1)
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cap’ ? But this thought is made unnecessary by one yet more
impressive and decisive. The HOLY SPIRIT says, ' In eating
every one TAKETH BEFORE his own supper' i.e. he {akes firsf
his own supper, and one at least was drunken thereby.* Terrible
fact: the sin would be much greater now : we little know the
temptations of Corinthians snatched from idolatry. But the one
who had been regarded as a brother, and was nevertheless guilty of
this sin, was not excused because of circumstances. He was quite
incapable of taking the LORD'S Supper after such indulgence, and
so were others while this disgrace was tolerated. Here we see
love's holy sternness. No overlooking was possible.

Where is one word to be found as to drunkenness through the
LORD'S Supper ? The HOLY SPIRIT does not even use the term
“wine " as to this, but simply “cup” (verse 25). Indeed, dear
children of GOD who suggest keeping to the epistle for instruction
in the present dispensation, and omif the gospel, would not know
at all what was in the cup from Corinthians alone. But the gospel
narralive tells us, * The fruit of the vine,” Thus we are encour-
aged to compare Scripture with Scripture {note 1 Cor. 2. 13).

Hence as to the difficulties raised in the letter, we would sug-
gest 1—

(i) “As to the wine in use": the word wine is nof employed,
and that which intoxicated was at the personal suppers, for
which arrangements were made in verse 22, and NOT at the
LORD'S Supper.

Therefore, (ii) it is wide of the mark to say that the apostle
did not tell them to change the wine. How could he tell
them to change the symbol when there is no evidence they
had ever changed it from what the LORD first used ? Till
it can be proved that ferment was introduced at the LORD'S
Supper the séilence of the aposlle as to * correcting ' it means
nothing, for we have no evidence there was anything to cor-
rect in this matter.

(ii}) May we not add that #il it can be shown that the
HOLY SPIRIT adopts the word  wine,” for the LORD'S Supper,
this word, since it has fwo meanings, should be enfirely ex-
cluded,—it is (like ferment) a human addition in the context
before us ?

LOVE'S DEVOTEDNESS AND LOYALTY TO THE

LORD IS NOT LEGALISM, BUT IT IS A PROTEST

AGAINST LAWLESSNESS.

Beloved friends, is it not—quite unconsciously, it may be—
presumption, to use fermented wine instead of "the fruit of the
vine " at the LORD'S Supper ? And will there no! be a loss at the
Judgment Seat of CHRIST for dear children of GOD, if they thereby

"% wBefore " is not a separate word in the original but only part of “‘Taketh-
before ! or *' Pre-taketh.”” The * for” which begins verse 21 shows this means
“ Taketh beforeband " i.e. before the Lord’s Supper mentioned in verse 20.




62 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

shut out some of His own people who feel drawn to be simple re-
garding His own words " This Do!"" Redeemed by the precious
blood of CHRIST we wonld reioice in His will, in His will alone !

A brief appendix, called forth by a further letter, may help some
of the dear people of the LORD, so many of whom earnestly want
a ready ear for the Shepherd’s voice (John 10. 27), and who are
really perplexed. The main point raised is " Going beyond
Scripture,” BUT THIS IS THE VERY THING THAT IS DONE
WHENEVER

{a) fermented wine is used,

() the term * wine" is emphasized,

(c) the added word of 1 Cor. 11. 21 is made ihe basis of an

argument against the LORD’S simple Words.

Beloved readers, our hearts are full. We would write earnestly,
but with love, because of His love. When we read such words
as "' The point of the apostle's censure was that they had made
what should be the LORD'S Supper their own supper ' we feel con-
cerned that such an alteration of GOD'S Words should be possible.
The HOLY SPIRIT distinctly says that their supper was before.
Again, we read, " To suppose that after using the ordinary intoxi-
cating wine to excess they then discarded it and introduced another
kind, would be to stretch the imagination beyond all fair limits.”
This at first sight appears a forcible expression and may seem to
some a powerfal argnment, but is it not based on that which is
hardiy “fair” ? It is so easy for us all to get a wrong standpoint.
But, so far as the Scripture record goes, early believers never con-
nected the LORD'S Supper with fermented wine, and one might as
fairly ask " How could they after having other forms of food go
to plain bread at the LORD’S Supper ?" But this is an unreasonable
question and the answer would be simple, "' The LORD JESUS
said, ' This do' : if they did what He said with love to Him, well :
if not with love, there was serious sin : if they did something else,
then by this also they sinned.” But to say that because to-day
many connect fermented wine with the LORD'S Supper, therefore
the Corinthians must have done the same, and therefore, that the
apostle approved, is fo build the whole argument on "adding fo
Scripture,”and only to show that there is no argument in Scripture
itself for fermented wine. Ah, beloved readers, beware of what-
ever must ADD to GOD’S own statements to obtain its foundation.
I dread lest one word should be hasty, or unkind, or turn aside
any from prayerful meditation on His own loving will. If any
should be coffended, or annoyed, this would be a grief,but there is
no wish to wound, nor are we conscious of any bitter words. May
His dear people, including any who have written, receive these
words in the spirit of love in which they are intended, and only
for His glory. One yearns that loyalty to CHRIST may fill all
our hearts the more, and yet fears, when urging this, that some
will assume the writer is satisfied with his own loyalty. Butitis

student-thoughts.com

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE. 63

not so. We all mourn our slowness to grasp His truth. Should
we not be deeply concerned in this matter, because it divides the
witness of His own, as every addition to Scripture necessarily
does? Let us go back to the fruit of the vine, beloved friends,
which fermented wine is not, since it is changed from this by a
Joreign substance. Earnest repetition, and emphasis on this
simple point, will surely impress some of His dear servants who
want to please Him alone. .

et

““And they Laughed Him to Scorn, Knowing that
She Was Dead.” Luke viii. 53.

NOTHING is more painful than the way in which men cast off

grief, and play with death. The weepers on this occasion
were evidently professional, and so they quickly began to show
their true character when CHRIST spoke. Their mockery is des-
cribed as laughing against Him, and the tense used implies their
continuance in this iniquity. At the present time we often see
how soon a man is able to set aside the solemnity of death. The
decorated hearse and funeral drunkenness of some are only vulgar
illustrations of a condition which permeates millions—a condition
of thrusting away GOD'S solemn lessons through death.

But this passage goes further. It shows, as a general principle,
the danger of self-confidence :—* knowing that she was dead.”
They had no doubt upon this matter. Ah how often our knowing
is our ruin. " Knowing ": let the word ring out. If we feel sure
we know, we are unwilling to be instructed. But what we know
may be such partial “knowledge " that we spoil everything. We
“know " that a dead man is unable to stand up, and therefore that
a spiritually dead sinner will not come to CHRIST. But if we stop
at this knowledge, we arrive at a hopelessly incorrect view of
everything. And why ? Just as, what the law could not do, GOD
has done, even so what a man is quite incompetent to do, GOD is
now doing. “The hour cometh and now is, when the dead shall
hear the voice of the SON of GOD, and they that hear shall live."”
Other aspects of the failure which arises through stress on self-
knowing are seen in John 3. 2 and 11. 24— "Rabbi, we know that
Thou art a Teacher come from GOD,” and "I know that he shall
rise again in the resurrection at the last Day.” In these cases the
knowledge was correct, but, disproportionate stress thereon was
blinding the mind to other facts, to the unrealized glories of the
LORD JESUS in His Deity and all-sufficiency.

The words aof CHRIST have been criticized, and sometimes His
people have wondered how best to answer. What is death? Is
it not the definite separation of body and soul ? When Paul was
taken to paradise, was this death? No. Yet, he tells us he may
have been out of the body. Moreover, "' knowing that she was
dead” is, more literally, " knowing that she died” and the word
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“knowing" suggests "' having seen.” Outwardly, she died. But the
soul was not, in GOD’S intention, to be permanently removed from
the body until the resurrection, the body was not to go to cor-
ruption. Hence she did not " dic away.” The LORD'S words
were designedly an attack on the tendency of man to judge by
appearance, and to infer from these instead of leaving all with
GOD. What is His purpose? His purpose decides the real
nature of an action and a condition. If you and I are occupied
with appearances we shall make grave errors.

The truthfulness of CHRIST is important, but yet another lesson
is wrapped up therein. As earthly riches are contrasted with the
“true” in Luke 16, so is it as to other things. The * annihi-
lationist " dares to interpret Scripture '‘as any other book,” from a
human standpoint. But this is impossible. Even from his own
standpoint he is faulty, for a destroyed garment is not as a rule,
annihilated, but destroyed from use, and in Scripture we read of
“the destroyed (lost) sheep of the house of Israel” quite as
definitely as of future destruction. If we do nct take words frem
GOD’'s standpoint the Bible is in confusion to us. How can the
words “far"” and " near” be explained in any other way? Sin-
ners are “far off.” Far off from Whom ? At once we reply
from GOD,” and every word needs to receive its Scriptural force,
as explained by the HOLY SPIRIT, through the comparison of
passages, and through a humble heart-recognition that our gracious
GOD Himself must be acknowleged as thelCentre and Object be-
fore the spiritual eyesight of His blood-bought pecple.

._—;—_

** Thou Thoughtest That I Was Altogether Such An
One As Thyself” Ps. 50. 21.

THOSE who seek to explain GOD by their own human parallels

make a grave mistake. They often contend that GOD is the
FATHER of all, and then assert He will not punish for ever since
they would not act thus. Buf their statement is wrong, for GOD
is the FATHER of them that believe (Gal. 3. 26). And not only
so, there are many things which GOD does allow which many
would stop if they had power. But His perfect plan is beyond
man'’s realization. The fact that GOD does permit is sufficient
evidence of the rightness of His action. The sad fact is that
men forget GOD’S greatness, and think they can explain Him as
if He were such an one as themselves! They forget, too, the
enormity of sin, and how, when the LORD rises in judgment,
there must be a manifestation of His holy wrath against sin.
Objections as to eternal punishment set forth a slight perception
of the awfulness of sin in His sight, and of the sinner’s unchang-
ing nature.

Meeting Rooms of Believers:—61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, 13.7, 43a, Broadway,
Walham Green, 8.W.6; Al “ Rosemond,” Bede Burn Road, Jarrow-on-Tyne.
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*O LORD, Thou art my GOD ; I will exalt Thee, | will praise Thy
Name ; for Thou hast done wonderful things ; Thy counsels of oid are
faithfuluess and truth "’ I~a. 25, 1.

e

A Word of Introduction.

BY the grace of GOD we can rejoice in grace, and would make

known something of the fulness of grace. And grace
realized leads to a new and spiritual responsibility—the privi-
lege of GOD'S dear people as they wait for their LORD from
heaven. A tender conscience befils a saint. GOD specially
noticed this in Josich. Oh that our hearts may never become
HARDENED, through the deceitfulness of sin. With earnest
desire for GOD'S glory these pages are sent forth to emphasize
His love, His power, and His revealed will,

- e

‘““He shall Grow up Before Him as a TENDER

Plant, and as a Root out of a Dry Ground”
Isa, 53. 2.
ISAIAH 53 is known by heart among many believers, and this
is well. Again and again it emphasizes some of the many
glories of the LORD JESUS, and shows how the remnant of Israel
will yet mourn and yet rejoice in Him when they fulfil this
prophecy of their turning unto Him (Hos. 14. 1), because of the
Spirit of grace and supplication (Zech. 12. 10).

Every part, compared with Psalm 22, might well detain us, but
shall we now ponder the wonderful description of CHRIST in
verse 2?7 Many seem to have thought because of the added
words, that the name * Root out of a dry ground ” is a term of dis-
paragement. Buf actually it is the reverse, for in the first half of
this verse we see the FATHER'S estimate of our glorious LoRrD
JESUS, and, in the latfer part, man's contrasted view. BEFORE"

* 11 To the face of."
Mecting Rooms of Believers:—G1, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, 1.7, 13a, Broadway,
Walham Green, 8. W.6; Also " Rosemond,” Bede Burn Road, Jarrow-on-Tyne,
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the FATHER He was (a) Growing up as a Tender Plant, and
(6} As a Root out of a dry ground.

The former description (* Tender Plant ') seems rather to indic-
cate “a Shoot,” which is exactly our botanical term * sucker.”
This refers to the precious humanity of the LORD JESUS, when He
was born into the family of David, to fulfil the promises to the
fathers. BUT THE WORD "“ROOT'" EXPRESSES His DEITY AND
HEADSHIP QOF A SPIRITUAL FAMILY.

In like manner Isaiah 1 1. 1 illustrates the first aspect, and 11,
10 quickly adds the second. The same two thoughts are in Rev:

. 16. So far from suggesting His humiliation and His appear-
ance before men, the term " Root,” reveals Him as the Glorious
One, the Source of life for His people, who are mmade members of
Himself (John 15)

“The Root out of a dry ground"” was the only Living One.
On all sides there was, morally, nought but death only, dry ground.
Such is man by nature. Thus, moreover, we see that there was
nought in circumstances to nourish and sustain the LORD JESUS :
Israel were nationally a dry ground. But He was living "' to the
face of" the FATHER, and His Aidden fellowship with the FATHER
is marked out. The Root is hidden !

Further, the very order of words may also set forth very beauti-
fully that His life of humiliation led up to His glorious climax of a
finished work, and His position as the SAVIOUR of those who owe
their life to Him.* First we see the tender Branch from Jesse's
line. Then He goes beneath the ground (death and burial
pictured), and in resurrection is manifestly the One to Whom His
people are united. He is their Root. Itis precious to see how
Deity and Resurrection shme out fogether. But in the light of
John 17.5 this is clear :—" And now, O FATHER, glorify Thou
Me with Thine Qwn Self, with the glory which I had with Thee
before the world was."

And so, dear believing rcader, this Name is no disparagement,
but shows once more the majesty of Him in Whon you have trust-
ed(Ps. 2. 12), and Whom you rightly call " MASTER and LORD."
All your blessings are in Him! Will you not be more devoted
to Him, in the enabling of the HOLY SPIRIT ?

And, dear unsaved reader, what about you? Are you confess-
ing GOD'S testimony as to His Beloved SON? Or do the added
words describe your standpoint,—' He hath no form, nor comeli-
ness.” The word * form' implies the contrast with the “ Tender
Plant” or " Branch,” and the word “ comeliness” or " majesty "
shows the contrast with the maiestic and glorious “Root.” Oh
how can it be that CHRIST is nothing to you? You nced Him.
And He welcomes sinners with a mighty welcome of wondrous
love, because for such He deigned to die. Was ever love like
this ? The love of our TRIUNE GOD is overpowering, and more
than tongue can tell !

* Cf. John 12. 24 : contrast the deadly oot of Heb: 12, 15 with its evil frait,
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Translations that May Help to the Glory of God.
Part 4.

(10) Gen: 29 74. ' And Abr'{lmm called (calleth) the name cf
that place, * The LORD will see’ (or, the LORD will be seen): with
reference to wluch it is being said to-day,” 'In the mount of the
LORD, He will see’ (or He will be seen).” Thus we see the re-
petition of THE SAME WORD : the human * pointing "} is varied,
but the Divine letters are the same. " The LORD will see,” or ‘‘the
LORD will be seen’:—which is the correct rendering ? Surely,
BOTH are intended. GOD the FATHER saw the Lamb, when the
[JORD JESUS CHRIST was seen in the very land of Moriah, dymg
for sinners. “ THE Lamb " of which Abraham spoke (our version
nmisses tlns important emphasis, but it is plain in the Hebrew) was
not only “A ram.”} Hence the patriarch showed in 14 that the
fulfilment of His prophecy in 8 was still future (Note John 8. 56
“See’). The stress on the sacrifice "' being seen’ reminds of
Ex: xil. 13 (¢f. “looking upon" another type in Gen: 9. 16).
Wondrous fact," the LORD will see,” " the LORD will be seen.”
We recollect GOD anointing GOD in Ps: 45. 6, 7. The Deity of
CHRIST is wondrous, and the way in which all Scripture points to
Him, awakens much praise.

(11) Gen:49. 10. " There shall not depart sceptre from Judah, and
(nor) statute-maker from between His f{ect perpetually, for SHILOH
shall conie, and to Him the obedience of peoples.” The One Who
will have not only Judah's sceptre, but the obedience of peopleS is
here before us, even the LORD JESUS CHRIST. The t+o words
rendered “perpetually, for” can have an idiomatic force ‘' till,”
but this is nof necessary, and are wve sure it {ully suits this con-
text? Did not the sceptre depart a+hile from Judah ? Oneis
quite aware that the thought may be included, " GOD'S sceptre
shall not belong to the Maccabees or ihe Edomite Herods, though
the name 'king’ be taken,—the rule must be held for the One Who
was to be born into the family of David, and Who will now
socn return to display this.”” But the simple, verbal renderingl is
forceful, and prevents any appearanc: of " accommodating " the
passage : hence this should b: given a primary rosition. The
sceptre cannot be finally laid aside : SHILOH will recrive it, the
Prince of Pcace, Whose right it is, shall reign at Mount Zion be-
fore His ancients gloriously. How hapiy, and stimulating, is this
hope, if we are among the called of JESUS CHRIST. Oh to exalt
Him more, and to realiz: that th: thr.ads of prophecy are tak-n
up in Him, and cannot be broken'!

* The word " to- day " s hows this force of the tense.

T Hebrew vowel points are added to help pronuaciation &ec.

§ Cf, the way in which Mese- indicates that h - did not fulfil tliz need of the
prople for a Mediator (Deut. 5. 27, 28; 18. 15, 16 “According to afl that thon
desiredst ') : Moses was an incomp’ete iltustration of type.

4 Asin Isa: 26, 4.
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““ Woc unto them that rise up early in the morning
that they may follow strong drink ; that continuc
until night, till wine inflame them” Isa. 5. 11.

T0D'S “WOES” ARE YERY SOLEMN. Contrast His many
“ blessings " (e.g. Matt. 5. 1-11). " The blessing of the LORD
it maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow with it" (Prov. 10. 22).
This solemn verse has come before the writer in several ways.
Believers need much holy sternness as to the wishes of the flesh.
The man who resents the words of Rom: 14. 21, or who is unwil-
ling to give up indulgences, is a slave to himself, and cruel to his
brethren. The denial of oneself is good, not for the sake of others
alone. CHRIST commanded it not only because of this, but the
" weak’ brother who compels more care in all things is a real
blessing to those who experience love's exercise.
The context of the above passage is remarkably suggestive :—
The man who seeks earthly gain—joining house to house (5. 8)
is brother to the man who aims at * pleasure.” Business success
and amusements are two terrible snares, and closely linked. The
added verses remind that sin will find a man out. Punishmentis
on the line of the sin; " His own iniquity shall take the wicked
himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins "' {(Prov.
5. 22), Hence the man of Luke 16 who fared sumptuously was
thirsty beyond measure, and here we read,” Their honourable men
are famished (see margin), and their multitude dried up with thirst "
(Isa. 5. 13). It would seem that the LORD JESUS refers to this
message in the solemn unveiling He gives |—

Thus we find the link of Scripture with Scripture.

Psalm 127. 2 was evidently in mind. It is not vain to rise up
carly (Ps. 108. 2), but it is vain "to rise up early, to sit up late,
fo eat the bread of sorrows’ in feverish business anxiety : GOD
often gives such restful sleep. ' The abundance of the rich will
not suffer him to sleep” (Eccl. 5. 12, note verse 3, and be con-
cerned). ‘' Ah,” one will say," The aspect here is not business.”
Stay, we have just pondered the context. ‘' Business’' is promi-
nent there : '‘business engrossment” and ‘' pleasure loving” are
TWIN evils, and the child of GOD needs emancipation from both,
to use his brief earthly life for the LORD.

And it would seem that Habakkuk laid this passage to heart ;—
* Woe unto him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house "
(cf. Isa. 5. 8), " Woe unto him that buildeth a town with blood,”
" Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink.” These sins
are entwined. The root of sin is in the heart. Tilla manis
saved from himself, he is in a perilous position

Are you by grace a contrast?

Do you regard the work of the LORD, and consider the operation
of His hands (Isa. 5.12) ? If so, can you not say, '’ Thou hast
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put gladness in my heart more than in the time that their corn
and their wine increased !'—Ps. 4. 7. The privileges of children
of GOD are unnumbered, and, accordingly, their opportunities to
glorify GOD in a ruined world are precious TO-DAY.

— —— —

““ That they may Lay Hold on the Life that Really
IS” 1 Tim. 6. 19 (lit:).

HESE words, in their context, come with true power. Many
are occupied with "a living,” and ignoring real life. They
want ‘' a living wage" for the body, and all the time are unmind-
ful that their hearts are earning death-wages (Rom. 6. 23). This
is so sad, and yet believers fail to impress the world that " the
things which are seen are temporal (2 Cor. 4. 18), for those who
bear the Name of CHRIST live so much like the unsaved. The
world's standpoint, the world’s customs, the world's prosperity,
the world’s methods, the world's aim—these things are more
powerful in our own lives than we perceive. [ am not pleading
for a personal standpoint instead. It is possible to leave sects,
and make a sect of one individual. And so it is possible to give
up the world's attitude and take “our own' instead. But this
is a failure. The LORD’S standpoint alone is blessed.

I am not pleading for slovenliness or neglect of daily work. The
believer should be the most consistent workman, not with eye-
service. But the object of a child of GOD is to be heavenly. “The
life that really exists’ is to be very dear to him: earthly life is
brief ; the tent and body of humiliation may soon be taken down.
Why live as though earthly life were everything. Invest for
eternity, dear believing reader (2 Cor. 4.17). Lay up treasures in
heaven (Matt. 6. 20), "' lay up in store a good foundatien"” (1 Tim.
6.19). Thus will you glorify your FATHER Which is in Heaveun,
in the mighty power of the HOLY SPIRIT.

The LORD has never broken His promises, even though His
people have often, alas, broken His commands. His love is con-
stant and mighty.

“Ye which are spiritual "—Gal. 6. 1. The HOLY SPIRIT tests
many hearts by such words. “Ye which are spiritual.” If we are
notin a spiritual condition, though we have been born from above,
we are quile incapable of much service. How can we restore
another who has failed unless we are spiritual ? A clear eye and
steady hand are needed to cast out the mole. If we still have a
beam in our own eye, how can we see clearly? In striking con-
trast with Gal: 6. 1 we read 1 Cor: 3, 3—"Ye are yet carnal,”
and again,” Are ye not carnal ?" [t is a great disgrace if a child
of GOD lives with a manifest measure of unspirituality !
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“A STRONG MAN’S HOUSE?”
Matt. 12. 29,

'rHlS verse conlains a remarkable parable. Satan’s power in the

heart of a natural man is real. And the power of self is as a
strong man armed, acting under the guidance of the “spirit that
now worketh in the children of disobedience” (Eph. 2. 2). The
members are being yielded as instruments of uarishteousness
(Rom. 6. 13). The heart is against Gop.

The strong man MUST BE hound. WE caanot bind him.
OTHERS cannot bind him. Cowmpare Mark 5. 4. But a Mightier
Que CAN bind (Luke 11.22), When the LORD JESUS comes to
a poor guilty sinner, fhe flesh is bound. And what is the result ?
All the members, wherein the sinful flesh trusts, are no longer to
be used as weapons in this sad and sinful war (Luke 11. 22).
but to be used for the LORD. When the LORD claims the “‘house”
He rightly claims the whole. The eyes and ears and hands, and
every part of His people must please Him. There are many who
think they are safe, and their ~ house ' appears at peace {Lukel 1.
21). How many have a delusion throngh this. They think that
they are in an encouragingly spiritual condition, because they are
restful, the flesh is so delinitely in control. But let the strong
man be bound, let bim be IMPRISONED in that which has hitherfo
been his own house, and e will struggle. The Christian lile is
one of real conllict, and the words " He that overcometh ' rings
out with definite power in Revelation: indeed, to eack church
this message was to be read. ' Overcoming'" is not a mere feel-
ing, it is not a sentimental affection, it involves a victory in the
background as well as the foreground-——a victory in " littie things "
over the power of the flesh within. Do not think yon are saved
because of mere feelings : how can you be saved unless the strong
man—the “old man" of the {lesh, has been bound ? ‘T'he siriking
words of Romans 6. 6 ring out, " Kunowing this, that our old man
was crucified with Him " {¢f. Gal. 5. 24). Shall we put a ¢criminal
on the throne ?  Shall we release Lhe strong man, and seek to un-
do the crucifying ? Nay, bal let us mortify the deeds of the body
in the power of the HOLY SPIRIT, and live unto the praise of the
glory of GOD'S dgrace. Thuis is possible. May it be our daily ex-
perience !

—af—

The height of blessedness in CHRIST JESUS cannot be expressed in
human words. Nor are believers able to ‘‘think " or " feel " all that
grace has done. ‘*We know not what we shall be,” and the love of
CHRIST passeth knowledge. Yet if human words falter, grace does not
falter, and the sovereign grace of GOD is the joyful confidence of His
people, as they look forward to blessings of which the half they cannot
tell, but which are things for ever, in Him Who died for the utterly
unworthy.

———
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THE FOUNDATION OF MERCY.

HOW many wish to go to the root and cause and foundation of

anything I  WHY does this take place ? or WHY does that
happen ? But how {frequently are we all reminded that Lhuman
knowledge is very limited! Man does not understand ** life,"” and
the mighty works of GOD in nature are beyond him, yet he pre-
sumes to speak and reason, as if he had complete knowledge, But
if we, in ourselves, fail short in these mattets, how much more
as to grace ! The heart-knowledge of the gospel is not possible
except by Divine revelation (Matt. 11, 25). And when this won-
drous wisdom is granted, how delightful is the heart-joy which sees
that mercy is because of mercy! Who can [athom the LOVE of
GOD ? Itis a joy to see that mercy had no foundation in circum-
stances, and that it is not dependent on man. GOD did not love
me because [ loved Him, but the words are humblingly true, We
love Him because He firsé loved us.” Why are we saved ? Was
there anything at all in self ? Nothing, for we were less than
nothing. In ourselves, we had not even the potentialities of
spiritnal good, If any reason can be found it is a negafive one,
namely, our utter unworthiness was GOD'S opportunity to display
the riches of His drace. He laid hold of rebels, of those who were
weak and smali, yet daring to defy Him, and He loved them with
a love that more than excels all earthly love. The foundation of
mercy is mercy. GOD is entirely sovereign and uninfluenced in
His love. There is, consequently, every reason for a child of Gob
to praise GOD, and to be lrusifuily confident. Since salvation
is simply by grace, and GOD, in perfect wisdom and with full
knowledge of what He would do. loved us in spite of ourselves,
will He now forsake the work of His own hands? He has said
He will NOT. and it is impossible for Him to break His Word !

IS THE GOSPEL A POWER?

ANY delighit to talk of Power, and of man's power. They
are cccupied with the balance of power in a ruined world,
and with the crganization of earth, while GOD is forgotten.
It is a joy to turn to something far brighter. The power of man
is often destruclive, buat the go-pel is
THE POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION,
Yes, by the grace of GOD we have proved this, and a thousand
plausible " reasonings " could not disprove an experieuced fact.
Our mind and our heart are alike at rest. The mind sees that
GOD has revealed this. The heart feels that GOD has applied
this, When the understanding and the affections alike perceive
the truth, it is very blessed. The mind without the hLeart is in-
complete. Emolivn without a Divine warrant is perilous. But
when the rejoicing of the soul is within the sphere of GOD'S own
manifestation of the truth, it is indeed blessed. How many can
bear a like witness ? Are not some concerned thal they are un-
ablesotodo?
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Hymns for Believers.

[ We praise Thee., O our gracious God,
“That we are saved through poured-
out blood,
Made nigh to Thee, for ever blest,
And on Christ’s finished work we
! rest.

. We praise Thee for such wondrous

Oh how rich God's lovingkindness
To the objects of His choice :

Oh how dark our doleful blindness
When we tremble to rejoice !

Oh how rich His love to save us,
And His love to keep us still ;

With His Son all things He gave us, love,
God shall all His plan fulfil. ; Which brought our Saviour from

; : bove;

Let our praise, henceforth abounding, | i a Win Hi ,

Show the riches of His grace, I3 1nce allm rim we “0‘.‘00055@55'
While in heaven it is resounding, | We bles's ’I'r}ee for T ¥1y nf,hteousness.

Where His angels see ITis face. "We praise Thee,Christ will never lose

-Those saved by grace, whom Thou

"Tis so wondrous that Ile hears us didst choose

Mid the chords of heaven's song; ' \Ve bless Thee that the choice Divine
How this thought in trouble cheers us,| Was all of Thee, and Thy design.

Since to Him we now belong. | We praise Thee, we shall never die,

Doubting, trembling, fearing, groping,  But dwell for aye with Christ on
—Oft we thus dishonour Him ! | . high. )
Oh for brighter, heavenly hoping 1 We bless Thee for eternal joy.
Fyes that are not growing dim. ; Which sin shall never more destroy,
! We praise Thee for abounding grace.
~In Christ, our Sure and Hiding Place,
-| That every word shall be fulfilled,
As Thou hast purposed. planned and
willed.

| We praise Thee for the Spirit's power,
His presence with us every hour,

. We bless Thee for His work of grace,

: In bringing us to seek Thy face.

i . !We praise Thee for Thy constant

"Tis precious to know 1 care. l

The love of the Lord, “And for the privilege of prayer,
While pilgrims helow *We hless Thee for the Scriptures, too,

To follow His Word, ~And praise Thee for that Dayv in

To joy in Salvation, : view. :
And walk in His love, !

In closest relation,

The mind set above,

Oh to trust Him 1~ the sorrow,
Oh to doubt ourselves, not Christ !
We shall have a bright to-morrow,
Since His bhlood for us sufficed.

Here we rest—not on our trying,
Nor our trusting, nor our prayer,

Strengthless, oN THE BLOOD RELYING
All our hope and trust is THERE!

(Clan T do ought but praise,
T who God's love can tell,

That hrought from deadly ways

That rescued me from hell ?—

A child of wrath His child become !
How can I stand unmoved and dumb ?

Let me remember much
The glory of my Lord :
His condescension such
How can my tongue record ?—
" The Glorious One my doom endured,
Or I had been in wrath immured !

Awaken every power

''To bless His holy Name,

. T'o use each passing hour,

I'His praise the constant aim : —
Redeemed my Lord to glorify,

| And tell the love that brought me nigh

'Tis precious to yearn

To see Him, our Lord :
With love that must hurn
In hearty accord;

In Him now delighting
While waiting *“ that Day.”
To know heart-uniting,

To press on the way.

"T'is precicus to be

His people by grace,
His merey to see
\Which none can efface;
To rest in salvation,
And joy in the Lord,
And know adoration

In holy aceord!
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" Giving thanks unto the FATHER, Which hath made us meet {o be partakers
of the inleritance of the saints in light” Col. 1. 12,

e e

A Word of Introduction.

¢ ¢ IVING thanks unfo the FATHER.” How precious is the

Name “"FATHER"” (John 17. 26). How great is the
privilege of giving thanks. Are you an ever-thankful believer ?
Are you a rejoicing believer ? These pages are sent forth, in
the LORD'S strengthening, with an earnest desire that His
people may love HIM, and do His will gladly from the heart
(Eph. 6. 6}, and press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling (Phil. 3.14), with the joy of His salvation. If you
Jind He blesses thereby, obey His will, and give Him the glory.
We shall be glad of the addresses of any others, known fo
readers, who would welcome this liftle messenger of GOD'S
truth,

- ——ae.

“If thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full
of light” Matt, 6, 22,

'rHIS precions verse, in a conlext emphasizing devotedness unto

the LORD, calls for much spiritual definiteness to-day. We
are all so easily diverted. Coucentration is a very real need.
This thought affects everything. If we scek to lay up treasure on
earth and also treasure in heaven (19, 20) we shall be of a doub!-
ful mind. [f we try to serve two masters, we shall make a griev-
ous shipwreck of festimony. ' Him only shalt thou serve.” All
service must be wrapped up in devoted love to the LCRD. How
beauatifully this principle is shown by the two commands, " Thou
shalt Jove the LORD thy GOD," and ' thy neighbour as thyself.”
The [irst left no room for the second, except as part of itself.
There, and there only, it received plenty of scope. Do yon ask

Y
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how this is made clear ? The words" with alf thine heart " embrace
all love, and the love {o the neighbour must, thercfore, be to the
glory of GOD, and it is not vain,

Oh that believers would seek grace more ardently to enjoy and
illustrate this principle. If the eye is single, the whole tody will
be affected, and blest! YWhy ? Because the light or lamip of the
body is the eye. Such precious words cul at all thecries of a
natural “inner light,” for they show that even belirvers must not
be " occupied ' with that which is withip, but *' look ofi unto Jesus
the Author and Finisher of the faith.” This exhortalion is needful
because some think 1hat the Indwelling HOLY SPIRIT will make
them independent of the written words cf truth, and so they leck
within for guidance in a way ithat ignores the beaulifu]l harmony
between the working of the HOLY SPIRIT and the Scriptures. It
is so easy to imagine we are led, whenever, iustead of seeking a
single eye unto the LORD, we {rust to feelings. The work of GObB
within ever exalts CHRIST (John 16. 14). We need a single
eye, that our whole body may be gnided, because we behold, as in
a glass, the glory of the LORD (2 Cor. 3. 18),—becaure we leok
unto Him and are lightened (Ps. 34. 5),

What is the "single” eye ? The word implies a contrast with
all duplicity, and with all dividedness of soul (Jas. 1. 8). It sug.
gests that which is " folded fogether,” and "’ wrapped up ™ willy onz
aim, so thal it has an undivided poesition. The only other oecur-
rence is Luke 1 1. 34, bt it is found in the Septnagint of Prov: 11,
25, the noun appears in Rom. 12.8;2Cor. 8.2: 9,11,13; 11.3:
Eph. 6. 5; Ccl. 3. 22 and renders " nprightness " in 1 Chron. 29.
17. Tle single eye has a heavenward leok. Lile to Moses we
shonld enduie as seeing Him Who i: Invisible. This attitude is
appoinled, and it is the only safe cne. 1t dcesnot become dreamy,
nor give np necessary dulies, but it does wrap all up in pleasing
ithe LORD!

Ah, dear reader, have you an intense longing for this single cye ?
If, in mercy, as one bhorn from above, and seeking to humbly walk
with GOD, you can humbly say " yes,” then it is your privilege to
present your body a living sacritice (kRom. 12.1). Your whole
body should be full of light. There should be wisdom in the use
of every faculty unto the LORD (c/. Rom. 6). “If any one will to
do His will, he shall know of the doctrine’ (John 7. 17). A
divided purposc means ignorance of the will of GOD. Many
"ask " for light, but remain with the dead in the engrossing pur-
suit of earthly atiractions and ordinary worldly comforts or
success. The treasures of Egypt scem greater riches than the
reproach of CHRIST. But how can light from GOD be expected

* A remarkable context, Verse 33 shows the danger of putting the lamp
under the bushel. Many have “an eye to business,” even the bushel of busi-
1ess, and so they fail to “ get on” in the things of the Lorp. 'Tis a poor ex-
change. Occupation with business instead of Christ is deadly in its nature,
even though the Lorp, in mercy, prevents its terrible climax.
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in such a condition? ‘The words are clear, "' Awake thou that
sleepest, and arise from the dcad, and CHRIST SHALL GIVE
THEE LIGHT.” How solemn it is if our eye is the reverse of
single! Do the things of earth bind and hold ? Beware, it is
casier to be misled than we think. But GOD is graciously willing
to break chains cven now that His people may wait on Him, and
{hat there may be a living devotedness to our living LORD.

——————

THE BEAUTIFUL ACCURACY OF
SCRIPTURE.

A little example often crystallizes a principle, and encourages a

believer. IuLuke 24. 33 we read, " They rose up the same
hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered
togeilier, and them that were with them, saying, The LORD is risen
indecd."”

The difficulties secm to be (wo :(—

i} This was Lhe resurrection day, and since Judas was removed,
and Y Thomas . . was not with them " (John 20, 24) how can we
read " the cleven ? "

(i} T):c eleven did not believe ai first {Mark 16. 14)

But there is no contradiction  The botder-line of a contra-
diction wilhout the slightest mistake is a wondrous evidence of in-
spiration, especially as the narratives are in different books
through different writers.

Observe we do nof read ' the cleven apostles” (as, for exsmple
in Acts 1. 26): Matthias was among tisc " eleven ™ (see Acts 2. 14,
1 Cor. 15.5%). In accord with this we find in John 20. 21
* Thomas, oue of the twelve': the word " apostles " is again left
out, that Matthias may be included.

The sccond "difficulty " is not a large onc. The eleven may
have been broughl affer their unbelief to a measure of conviclion
by this time, because ol the LORD’S special wor'k for the one who
had denied Him. How great is GOD'S grace ! Further, how ofien
children of GObB forget that words in élalics are not in the
origina],i por are punctuation marks. Just as in Acls 7.15, 16
ihe words " were carried " vefer to our fathers " and not to Jacob,
who was buried at Machpelab, so here we may read “they found
the eleven gathered together: and thew that were with them
saying"” &c. Some with them may bave been giving this testi-
mony.

If only we seek to read Scripture huombly, prayerfully, and in
the SPIRIT, how many of our difficullics will disappear. A care-
less and criticizing atlitude i!l belits any who bear the precious
Name of the LORL JESUS.

* How conlrasted is verse 7 : a leaflet ** T he other ap_o"s.lle " w1ﬁ7t>e'gla;ay ‘sent.
1 A booklet readily seot.




76 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE,

THE PERILS OF UNDERWORK.

GOD has clearly appointed work. We find this even before

Adaw sinned (Gen. 2. 15), and it is delightful to know that
saved cunes can now please Him even in the daily details of
daily work (Col. 3. 24, Ps. 80. 17). Yet many are afraid of
overwork, when thecy should be afraid of worry (Phil. 4. 6—
worry is forbidden to believers). So ingrained is this thought that
many may almost think the heading is a misprint. But in days of
pleasure-loving and of carelessness, it is a joy to be able to find
some believers who are concerned that (hey may live in the HOLY
SPIRIT and in view of the Judgment Seat of Christ! Such will
long, with happy devotedness, to spend and be spent for His sake !
"Tis " worth while” to be devoted unto Him., The LORD'S hun-
dred-fold is more than compensation.

Underwork is a grave peril physically, Many are " unwell”
thereby, and, the more so, when they lose the privilege of learning
to frust the LORD more. He delights to Aonour faith, the quiet
faith which plods onward in devoted service. As the runner ob-
tains a second breath, so oftentimes the child of GOD would be
strengthened in body if he did not ** give way " so quickly. There
is a tiredness which soon conies over many, that is only a test and
a background ior further activity, if i# is conquered. Mauny speak
of a “rest-cure.”” Is it not possible the LORD uses a work-
cure? The apostle wriles, " Through inlirmity of the flesh
preached the gospel to you at the first” (Gal. 4.13). Even a head-
ache He somelimes removes vig more work, even, strange as it may
seem, vig mental work. And why? There are no ''chances
with Him, and if the believer will not “give way,” the trial, per-
willed in chastening love, has its effect, and is as graciously re-
moved as it was altowed.* Underwork, moreover, gives time for
" occupation " with physical feelings, and this is very dangerous,
Ner can we overlook the spiritual peril, in offier ways. As the
believer is assimilated 1o the world, he not only fails to enjoy the
expectation of GOD'S upholding, and thus receives according to
his lack of faith, but he also misleads others. Thereby young
believers take a lower standard of the life which is so beautifully
described in John 9. 4,1 Cor. 15 31. And thus the LORD'S
work is left by many : but He abideth faithful.

Do not think that we plead for a coniinued bustle before men :
prayer is as much " work " as other service (Col. 4. 12 convicts
u+), and daily toil is spiritual, if in the Name of the LORD JESUS.
Do pot think, moreover, that robust health is assumed : the LORD
may permit, as to Job and Paul, severe trials because of a measure
of faithfulness, and to increase it. ''Every branch ihat beareth
fruit,” He purgeth, Each irial has a reason. and children of GOD
should not be weary in well-doing (Gal. 6.9). Lack of continnance
is " natural,”” but GOD emphasizes and enables a pressing forward.

¥ Sometimes the wrong person takes p;t of a reproof : there is a real pros-
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“A GOOD MAN IN A WRONG PLACE.”

A bad man doing many bad things is often found. Nor are we
surprised. This world is full of sin. And, accordingly, a
bad man in wrong surroundings is a manifest warning to those
who are simple, and, in mercy, they avoid the very surroundings.
Thus GOD overrules the sin. But when Abraham goes down
to Egypt, there is a grave peril that others will say,” We can go
t00,” and when an apparently earnest believer remains in unholy
forms of Christendom, younger ones find his action a reason for
the easier path. And Satan tells them that separation is proud,
but does not tell them that there are fwo kinds of separation.
Many who own the Name of CHRIST cling to man’s arrangements,
and even tolerate the worldliness of concerts and socials, because
of some whom they love who continue in sleeping partnership
with such evil. Fellowship with protest is fellowship still. A
*just Lot" in Sodom is a frequently used example, unconsciously
used ! Unwiltingly we are more influenced by others than we
think. Even the temperament which " likes to go contrary " is in-
fluenced, if only as to the mode of going contrary : this of itself is a
sericus consequence, We cannot make ourselves bare units.
Jonathan was a good man, but he did nof choose David's exile,
and so died with Saul on Gilbea : a tragic death ! If only he had
Jearnt separation ! Jehoshaphat went down to Abhab : his intentions
may have been very good, but how much evil resulted.* Do not
seek to win Ahab in Abab's path. When Peter sits among the
servants of the high priest, he is a powerless man! " Ah,” you
say, '"these examples are beacons.” Yes, because GOD has writ-
ten the history and shown the end, but often we do not see the
end ; and we find an encouragement in {hat which is pot the
LORD'S will, because A who seems so godly, and B who appears
so earnest, are willing to do it. Because this beloved brother is
worldly in one point, we see no harm in it. Because thaf dear
brother believes some error, we do not realize the real {orce of
truth brought before us. Because one whom we love in the LORD
is linked with this trade society or that religious organization, our
eyes are partly closed to many evils. Thus the more earnest a
man is, the more dangerous is his wrong example. A4 good man
in a wrong place becomes the devil's decoy, to trap simple souls.
He may wish to stay there lo improve the evil, but unless in a
place of the LORD’S appointment he is doing evil that good may
come ! Our methods are often very '‘reasonable’ but not ap-
pointed : the cleansed leper nafurally blazed abroad the matter, yet
thereby hindered the work he meant to help. It is easier to be

tration, and Gop does give to His beloved ones sleep, but they should be
labouring very definitely first (Eccl 5.12). Only via a prayerful walking
with GoD can we know when to act and when He has appointed sleep, or rest
for the outward man that perishes.

* A booklet on this subject, and ** Compromise,” will be gladly sent.
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clever than to obey. Love that is not regulated by the LORD'S wi'l
is not His appointed Iove, We need to lay these things to heart,
The words ring ont, " Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from
the dead, and CHRIST shall give thee light.,”  What right hast thoun
to remain among the dead ?  Jehoshaphat has already bren
menlioned, and 2 Kings 3. 14 needs prayerful notice :—"As
the LORD of hosts livelh, before Whom I stand, surely were it not
ihat I regard the presence of Jeloshaphat the king of Judah, 1
would not look toward thee nor see thee.” Remember that
Jehoram was partly reformed-—" He wrounght evil in the sight of
the LORD ; but nat like his father and his mother : for he put
away the image of Baal that his father had wade™ (3. 2). Jcho-
shaphat might lhave argued plausibly:—" My methods are
proving effective : Jehoram is really improving.” Furthermore, it
is always so easy to misuse blessings. Do not say, "' I know I am
in the right place because GOD has blessed me there.” He blessed
Jehoshaphat although in the wrong place, and on more than one
occasion. He extricated David when linked with Achish : will you
make GOD'S sovereign love an argument for self's own way ? He
does not deliver that we may do abominations (Jer. 7. 10), but
there is forgiveness with Him that He may be feared (Ps. 130. 4).
Do vou say, "'I have becn so blessed in this arrangement that I
dare not leave it till GOD Himself shows me!” What if He has
shown you? ' Al you reply, "I am the judge of that.! Be-
loved friend, 'tis not with a wish to judge or even to wound that
we write : we do not ask you to act beyand your conscience,” but
are you waiting for a voice from heaven, and waiting for a sudden
feeling, or are you willing for GOD’S application of His alrecady
written words ? ‘' Separation,” you reply, " to what ?” Rather
“To Whom?'" " Separation from everything ?"—"NO.” * Only
scparation ?'—By no means—a onc-sided conscience is a peril :
Jdo not {eed on paris of truth and reject other parts. The impor-
tant suggestion on one's heart is this :—Let not any believer try to
guict his aroused conscience ; let each step henceforth be accord-
ing to John 7.17: and let there be humble dependence in all.
There are many believers who allow some compromise, sonic
“doubtful” transaction, some identification with ecclesiastical-
worldliness, to dull the conscience, hinder othier belicvers, and
prevent precious rewards at the Judgment Seat of CHRIST. Let
the heart be subject to the LORD, and let the joyous privilege of
Psalm 119. 60 be associated with many words of the LORD.
Do not let us be specialists in one act of obedience, but rather
seek to grow up unto CHRIST in all things (Eph. 4. 15). The
SPIRIT of GOD is not limited in His power : the Scriptures are not
indefinite, if we are in a true condition. It is our privilege to be
concerned to please the LORD, Whatsoever it be that hinders is

* Rather we should pray for a comscience that goés bey6ﬁ;146ur present
conscience, not only in one thing but in many.
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a peril. We are bidden to lay aside every weight (Heb, 12. 1).
Lot's soul remained rightcous, but e vexed it wrongly, How
much better it is to have peace of soul in the path that pleases
GOD. Remembering that the world rightly expects a high stand-
ard from those who act with their conscience as to any seemingly
little thing, beware of pride, beware of undoing the effect of love's
obedience. Always recollect that if “a good man in a wrong
place” draw others to evil, it is also truc that a good action
with a wrong manner leads many to avoid truth.

— ep—y ———

THE BLCOD will make ATONEMERNT.

O Israel, boasting of your deeds,

You do not see your solemn needs,
Without a ri;htecusness you staud :
And wrath is in God's righteous har:d!
Atonement must be made by blcod,
There is none other way o God,

Your after sins—how they remain !
Those sins come up each year again,

Where is a hope to meet your need 7
What firm atonement can you plead?
The law declares sin's end is death,

. And we believe what Scripture saith.
But blood of bulls and goats mmst fail, Without atonement you are lost,

Nor can a sinner’s blcod avail. None other work can pay the cost :
Oma‘cmlg,r hope shipes brightly forth, — The law and prophets still declare
ﬁod s v:loglerm:is gift, to |luect His wrz[tth You canuot meet your need by prayer.,
essiah, in God's own plau of love, [ —- s )
Came down, ia mercy, from above. }yﬁ:ttlt:::l%tl{: Cl;{};laﬁi t;gigo?;ron s ot
The Rightcous One God's law ob:yed, Or dared withont the blood to seck

,And then the debt of many paid : The hlessing of that wondrouns week ?
I‘lmtlde‘r.:t was death, 'neath judgment's 1.0 ¢ o4 vrould not have covered sin
oad,— §

. That e God's room should enter in :
Or there could be no heavenly road. His pride wounld have been met by

The sword-closed gate to Eden shows wrath,
The doom of those who are God's foes: Like Nadab, he had ne’er gone forth,
The open:d taberracle door

TS .
Tells of salvation evermose. The sacrificial blood alone

Could make the way unto the throne:

The words sound forth, “ He shall
come thus,"”

And God has teaching here for us.

Atonement operc ! then the wav,
And God is still thz Same to-d:. :
The sacrifices th2 1 made known

We can be saved by blood alone, And *lest he die,”" we also read !

Witl,loui the blood your work is vain, If he God s will refused to heed, [ply,
God’s message is 50 very plain : Death would have been God's stern re-
Atonement mus? be by ihe bloed, And sinners cannof now come nigh.

There is none other way to Gud, You need atonemer.t God has given,*
What meaneth your iew year, dear The only way from earth to heaven:—
friend, If this atonement you deny

A fresh beginning soon to end ? To make your own in vain you try.
You necd a work for ever sure,

Y A Q Israel, will not some confess
A righteousness which shall endure. :

Their sin and doom and helplessness ?
What meaneth your atonement fast?  The still rej-cted One can save,
The awiul *'day " is quickly past : His life for guilty ones He gave !

* Lev. xvii, 11.

. **Questions of Enquiring Jews,’* s Free Booklet gladly sent to any
inte:eQed, or, rather, concerned by the gracious working of GCD. Correspondence welcome
Pe:cy W Heward— Meeting Rooms of Believers : 61,Uptan Lene, Forest Gate, London,E7,
43a, Broadwsy, Walham Green, 3.W.6. * Rosemond,” Bede Bura Rd, Jarrow-on-Tyae,
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IS ATONEMENT POSSIBLE?

0D is righteous. There is no doubt as to this. Every sin

must be punished. Any forgiveness, of a sin against

GOD’S law, without punishment is unrighteous. Therefore we
ask—Is atonement possible ?

Undoubtedly it 7s, because GOD has said so. But how? If
the punishment falls on the sinner there is no forgiveness. If
the punishment does not fall, there is no righteousness. If the
punishment falls on the Sacrifice, we see both righteonsness and
forgiveness !

GOD gave wondrous pictures of this: for example,* the blood of
the sin-offering of atonements” (Ex. 30. 10}, Again, “ Then
shall he kil7 the goat . . an atonement.” Here is the picturc.

What is the reality ?—"For it is not possible that the blood of
bulls and of goats should take away sins” (Heb. 10. 4). If a Perfect
One be found, Who will bear wrath for sinners, we shall have
the reality. And such an One has been found—

“And He Himself bear the sin of many” Isa. 53. 12,
WITHOUT MESSIAH ATONEMENT IS IMPOSSIBLE.

“LORD, I KNEW THEE.”
Matt. 25. 25,

A vain and presumptuous claim. And how sad is the thought

that a man would dare to speak to the LORD thus. If we
know Him we shall surely trust Him, and delight to please
Him. The man before us in the parable professes to know the
character of the LORD, and immediately mis-represents it. Some-
what remarkably Jonah in 4. 2 knew the character of the LORD
aright, and misused this knowledge, since he stifled love of the
beautiful attributes of GOD by a measure of self-will against
Nineveh.

Dear reader, do you know the LORD ?—see Jer: 31. 34. If so,
you will, in contrast with the evil manin Matthew 25, enter into
the words "' Let him that glorieth glory in this that he understand-
eth and knoweth Me, that I am the LORD, Which exercise loving-
kindness, and judgment, and rightecusness, in the earth: for in
these things I delight, saith the LorD" (Jer. 9. 24). Outward
observance without the knowledge of GOD becomes mere ritual
(Hos. 6. 6). In another striking passage, contrasted with Matthew
25. 24 we see Moses' desire "' Show me now Thy way, that I may
know Thee " (Ex. 33. 13), and hear the longing of GOD'S servant
Paul “I count all things but loss . . . that I may know Him"
{Phil. 3. 8-10). Oh that there may be the joy of this in our lives !

Further Copies from Meeting Room of Believers;:—61, Upton Lane, E.7. h
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“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are
honest, whatseever things are just, whatseever things are pure, whatse-
ever things are lovely, whatseever things are of good report: if there e
any virtue, and if there e amny praise, think on these things" Phil. 4. 8.

A Word of Introduction,

BYlhe grace of GOD again we can send forth these pages.

Why are we thus privileged to tell of His love? Neo
human merit can be found! The knowledge of Himself in any
measure, the wish to tell of His will, the opportunit,y s0 fo de—
all are by grace. And if, dear readers, we are alike “in CHRIST
JESUS,” what gratitude should overflow, and how definitely we
should walk in accord with the high calling (Col. 1. 10), and
simply please the LORD. Believers SHOULD be of one mind in
the LORD., Oh that this may be our heart's longing, in the
power of the HOLY SPIRIT.

THE HISTORY OF A TERRIBLE SIN.
Luke 12. 45.

THE beginning of sin is ofttimes seemingly small, but fhis grain

of mustard seed will become a tree. Beware of the be-
ginning of a sin. " Out of the heart "’ come varied evils, and they
defile the man. How much wood a little fire can kindle. A roet
of bitterness may spring up and thereby many be defiled. Be-
ware of ' little things "': do mot excuse one sm.

The servant who IS evil, before he utfers the evil words (Matt.
24, 48), first speaks in his heart. THE LORD HEARS the language
of the heart (Ps. 10.11, 14.1, 139, ¢f. Ezek. 11.5, Zeph. 1.
12, 2. 15). Any human idea as to the LORD'S " delay " is ruinous:
believers should * live . . . looking for that blessed Hope.” For-
getfulness of the LORD'S promise quickly involves a wrong atti-
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tude to the LORD'S People. 'Tis always so! Love tothe LonD
is followed by love to His own. John 21 shows this, and the
order of the two commands in Matthew 22, 37-39 is clear.
Solemnly then we see the related principle in Luke 12. If
we forget THE LLORD, we treat HIS SAINTS wrongly. The sin here
before us has a beginning. Previously this attilnde was not
shown, but when there is a lack of concern as to readiness for the
LORD, it ' naturally " follows. Together with disregard of ofhers,
love of self flourishes. Material comforts become an "‘attraction.”
Eating and drinking have a wrong place instead of a right place
to the glory of Gobp (1 Cor. 10. 31), and the awful climax is
reached “and fo be drunken.” Then comes the LORD'S reply,
“His portion is with the unbelievers!"” This man is viewed as
looking awhile like a believer, but the LLORD unmasks him. There
is not one word as to a portion with believers: he is not in the
congregation of the righteous. The humbling blessing of 1 Cor.
11.32is not his! His hypocritical heart is found out (Matt. 24,
51), and teeth are gnashed against the LORD,

Ah, dear reader, aclivity and prominence do not prove one is
saved. Do you want to enjoy the knowledge of salvation?
Then do not, in any measnre, excuse the copying of the man
just before us, who said, "My LORD delayeth His coming."”
Look tor that blessed Hope, and say from the heart,"Even so, Come,
LORD JESUS." Show Christian concern for other sainis, beware of
self-indulgence, do not seek "a Iiftle worldliness.” Or ever you
are aware, its chains will bind you, and golden chains are chains
althongh golden. The atiractions of earth are a miserable substi-
tute for the friendship of CHRIST.

Translations that May Help to the Glory of God.
Part. 5.

(12} Gen: 49. 24. " The Shepherd " is a precious Name of
MESSIAH (cf. Zech. 13. 7, note Ps. 80. 1). David was a type of
CHRIST in this. But "it is evident that our LORD sprang out of
Juda" (Heb. 7. 14), and not out from Joseph. How then can we
explain * From thence” ? The same Hebrew lefters denote ' By
reason of the Name."” This rendering is beautifully emphatic, and
suits the parallelism of Hebrew poetry :—

And there abideth™ in strength his bow,

And active are the arms of his hands,

By reason of the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob,

By reason of the Name of the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel,

All blessings are from Him : well may He be praised.

* The vav consecutive does nct vust the thought of continuance.
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PRIDE OF SPIRITUALITY.

T HIS seems, in some respects, Lthe most deadly form of a deadly

disease. To be proud of anything is sinful, for what have we
which we did not reccive ? But when there is pride as to the very
blessings which reprove us so definitely for pride, who can
mecasure the results ?

In all the Christian life, we are liable to Satan's temptations.
Activity in carnest service is often made his base of operations.
We think of the Puritan who, when congratulated upon his preach-
ing one day, replied to this cffect, " The devil told me that first.”
I am not suggesting that those who are helped should fail to en-
courage the one who declares GOD'S truth. He may need this
when seeming to need it least, but “flattery" is vain. Yet pride
as to worship seems even more perilous, in some ways, than pride
as to preaching. The LORD spake a parable to those which
“trusted in themselves that they were righteous,” and the mes-
sage of Isaiah 65. 5 to those who say "I am holier than thou is
deeply important.

It may be that we feel we know somewhat more than others.
We look on the " denominations " and " systems ' of to-day, and
speak rather confidently of being brought out of “ systems" and
being gathered unto the LORD. Let us beware. The one who
said “ 7 am of CHRIST " is rebuked with the one who said “f am of
Paul.” The big 1" is ruinous.

It may be, beloved reader, that you conceive the spiritual bless-
ings which are yours are so much greater than those of others,
that you can speak of such as in " bendage” and as those who
hold to the "letter " of Scripture. " Take heed lest by any means
this liberty of yours' become something quite different from
what you think it is. Spiritual shipwreck may be graciously pre-
vented, but unconscious self-complacency brings grave danger.
The sad fact is that those who speak much of love, and complain
of others as being too 'legal,” sometimes show that their own
love cannot speak lovingly of such, and, therefore, that, with all
their spirituality, in some cases " real,” it seems therc is a large
amount of imitation love. Do we not feel our own danger in this ?
“Love is the fulfilling of the law,” and to us this is " the law of
CHRIST." But "love’ that puts aside the word "law,” and
objects to the term " commandments " is hardly the love as to
which He said, ““ If ye love Me, keep My commandments.” When
our love cannot come down to practical d:tails, we may well
search our ways [~There is something wrong !

What must be said if any of us speak of [ellowship with GOD, and
of geing onward with Him, and of union with CHRIST and a heavenly
position, and yet sometimes act bitterly, and seem so unkind when
parts of the LORD'S appointment (for example, as to the breaking
of bread) are brought before us? May it not be that spiritual
pride has come in, and that we are unwilling to see anything which
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" leading " brethren have not seen ? The blessings which GOD has
given in the past are misused to draw the inference that *' If any-
thing else were the will of the LORD in these matters, they should
have known it." Isthere not a call to humiliation, and a prayerful
concern in the HOLY SPIRIT ?

The wondrous movement which GOD caused about 1830
scems to have now become much overgrown by a pride of spiritu-
ality. Linked therewith, is there not often an unconscious sense of
* finality," which holds back from the LORD'S own work in bring-
ing more definitely still to His own arrangements ? The writer is
deeply conscious that the same danger surrounds all. If believers
who are gathered where he also is privileged to be gathered, be-
eome self-satisfied, their power is undone. It is this aftitude
which often makes the world hate the position of children of GOD
who are in measure separated, and yet such flatter themselves
that their rejection is more largely the reproach of CHRIST. Ah,
beloved readers, let us not be proud of what we are, or have, or
know, or do, but simply boast in the LORD, and beware of Satan's
attempts to lead to unconscious loss of humility. Sin is gradual,
bmt if we realize the precious blood, how humble shall we be kept.

“LET NO MAN DECEIVE HIMSELF"”
1 Cor. 3. 18.

HAVE you noticed how the apostle uses such words to those

owning the Name of CHRIST, and specially with regard to
that Day ? Gal: 6. 7 is heart-searchingly definite. How often we
pess on these warnings to the careless sinner. But are they
net addressed o those who bear CHRIST'S Name ? Are not
many deceived who will say, ' LORD, LORD,"” and find He does
net own them ? The contexts of such warnings show definitely

THE EMPTINESS OF MERE PROFESSION.

Unless there is spiritual fruit, how can we dare to say there is
kfe ? The parable of the sower comes forward in this connexion.
Wherever there was good ground there was at least some fruif.
The minimum was thirty-fold.

“ Let no man deceive himself,” and imagine, in human wisdom,
that he can profess CHRIST'S Name, and then “live as he likes.”
The gospel with its freeness and its encouragements of love, is
most dangerous in the hands of a sinner. But let ene have a new
life, and he will long not to deceive himself, but to be open and
transparent before the LORD, and humbly concerned that his life

may adorn the doctrine, and prove he has passed from death unto
life,

The words of love that smite our pride bury our cares. If our FATHER is
trusted to arrange His children's lives, they have no right to morlify their self-
will, and yet hold to their anxiety.
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“BEFORE HE WAS HUMBLED.’

JT is deeply important to notice certain words emphasized by the HoLy

SPIRIT in certain contexts. For example, a Concordance will show the
stress on being humbled in 2 Chronicles : the word here used occurs in
7.14, 12.6,7, 12, 30. 11, 32. 26, 83.12, 23, 34 27, 36.12 Thus we see
some striking contrasts. In Hezekiah we see a believer graciously
humbled: in Manasseh we behold an unbeliever brought to humility,
brought to a bowing down before God, and caused to become a belie\./cr.
In Josiah we again notice a believer who was humbled : and in Zedekiah
we have the sad contrast—an unbeliever unhumbled, but persisting in
nis own self-will. In this connexion observe how that Manasseh was
“taken among the thorns ™ (z Chron. 33. 11). If this refers to the mode of
capture there is the contrast with Zedekiah in 2 Kings 25. 5. But the
writer is inclined to interpret in the light of Num. 33. 55 and Jos. 23. 13
which give a clear thought of piercing the eyes.* This was quite in ac-
eord with the Assyrian custom. Hence there would seem to be a contrast
with z Kings 23. 7. Manasseh was led before the monarch, and his eyes
were almost pierced, but Gop wondrously prevented, and he was spared
to bacome one of His servants. Surely the trophies of grace are marvel~
lous. Whereas Ahaz in the time of his distress trespassed yet more
(2 Chron. 28, 22), and Amon humbled not himself but trespassed yet more
and more (2 Chron. 33. 23), Manasseh was sovereignly brought to a true
humiliation, and then, as in connexion with Saul of Tarsus, the words
were true * Behold he prayeth,” Observe the precious simplicity of * And
prayed unto Him "—" The rest of the acts of Manasseh and his pray_er_”—
“His prayer also.” Verses 12 and 13 plainly set forth that prayer is im-
possible till there is humbling. The Hebrew word for * prayer ” bears out
#ais thought ; it denotes “judging oneself,” Remember, too, the parable of
Luke 18. 10-14. Oh that we, dear readers, may be sufficiently hum'blcq to
pray, and to pray with power. Pride shuts the mouth as to supp!lcataon.
but opens it with boasting. Gop shuts the mouth as to bo_astmg, but
opens it in praise. How many evils are done belore a man is humbled.
This principle applies to the believer also, as Psalm 119. 67 suggests.
When we are truly humbled, how earnestly shall we seek Gop's own
Word, and keep that priceless treasure!

-

«“*1 HAVE GAINED . . . FIVE TALENTS
Matt. 25. 20.

IT is very difficult now to record service without pride, 'bu't in
“that Day™ all pride will have been removed. This is a
precious prospect, But the hard work, under, or, at least, amid
trials must be now. Do we realize this sufficiently ? .
Just now the special thought on the writer's mind is a_very
important principle. Doubtless the HOLY SPIRIT shows in Scrip-

% See also 2 Cor. 12. 7: God's servant elsewhere alludes to the eyes in a very remark-
able contest (Gal. 4.13-15). The fact that a different word is employed in 2 Chronicles
does /70l prevent the same thought,—of that which would pierce.
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ture that the " talents " may be interpreted in several ways. We
must not limit to the English use of the word " talented.” What
then is the principle ? It is simply this :—multiplication is often
linked with right and earnest use of that which is entrasted to us.
Many believers hinder their mental powers by complaining of
their " inabilities " instead of using their abilities prayerfully. If
we use our memories aright, of how much will GOD make them
capable ? Alas, how often we forget this, and either leave unused,
or use wrongly, without true determination. Oh that it may be
ours by grace to " gain " as we seek, in the HOLY SPIRIT, to occupy
in, and with, whatsoever is given into our charge and care, that we
may use it for the LORD.

Have You The Knowledge Of Salvation ?

ANY say that this knowledge is impossible ; and that the
claim is presumptuous! But what is the testimony of
_Scripture 7 Many are presumpiuous when they profess to be
children of GOD because born in a certain country, or professed-
ly baptized. But is it presumption to belicve GOD ? If it is the
reverse of presumption to rest on His testimony, we are assured
that it is possible to know whether one has eternal life. " These
things have I written unto you—that ye may know that ye have
eternal life” (1 John 5. 13). But to whom and of whom ts this
spoken—"' The ones who believe info (not merely about) the Name
of the SON of GOD!' And in inspired praise the words sounded
forth—" To give knowedge of salvaticn unlo His people in the
forgiveness of their sins " (Luke 1. 77), It IS presumption to pro-
fess one is saved unless lhere is a foundation, but if we are in
CHRIST JESUS, if as guilty sinners we have resied on His death
for us, and if we are now living {o plcase GOD, and thus have the
fruils of life from above (John 3.3, 2 Cor. 5.17), it is NOT
PRESUMPTION TO BELIEVE AND REJOICE IN THE
TESTIMONY OF GOD.

et

“That is Ready to Judae” 1 Pet. 4. 5.

These words should be sounded forth. GoOD is ready to judge,
He waits, in perfect wisdom and wondrous forbearance, but He
has given a climax witness to the world, and the work of the LOkrD
JESUS to save poor lost sinners out of this world has been accom-
plished. In this connexion nothing remains to be done : there-
fore, it behoves us to warn men because judgment has come so
near. Sentence may not be exccuted speedily, from man's stand-
point, but it is {utile to hope for deliverance apart from CHRIST.
No man is able to make his own escape. To put off concern is
perilous. Now GOD waits, and waits to be gracious, and to wel-
come sinners.

|
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“So are the ways of every one that is greedy of
gain, which taketh away the life of the owners
thereof” Prov. 1. 19,

‘*“ He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse
him: but blessing shall be upon the head of him
that selleth it” Prov. 11. 26.

THE book of Proverbs is intensely practical. Indeed, all Scrip-

ture is practical. It is true, we are not here to reform the
world. We cannot put right the ungodly. We cannot change the
ruin. But we can be personally faithful, whatever our surround-
ings may be. And we would not be complainers. Rather, GOD
tests His dear people and trains them by trials, Hence we wounld
be deeply concerned not to envy the oppressor, nor to choose any
of his ways (Prov. 3. 31). OQur privilege is to be lowly, and lo
wait for our LORD from heaven,

A believer cannot excuse one sin in business life, without

gravest danger. He must call things by their righ! names: a
business lie is never permissible, there is nothing ' white " about
it: worldly flattery and alfability are not necessities : a ' sharp"
praclice is not to be commended, nor at all condoned. It is painful
to hear such an expression as " That is business,” when some dis-
honourable method has been chosen. That is NOT true business,
and if any commercial arrangements, or any measure of seeming
prosperity, hinder the spiritual life, or nullify one word of CHRIST,
let such success be banished. It is better to bave a dinner of herbs
with a clear conscience than worldly success with loss of commun-
ion.
" A dry morsel " can salisfy the hodily needs, but wandering from
GOD will never sutisfy the awakened soul. In this connexiou
one notices, with deep concern, that Prov. 1. 19 is the calmination
of preceding verses These have spoken of apparently opern rob-
bery, and many are ready to tiatter themselves, " We do net act
thus,” but the HOLY SPIRIT shows that the " ways "' of all who seek
for gain are exactly the same BEFCRE GOD. If you, dear reade.,
want to get on in the world, you are in great peril. How much
better to listen to the next verse in Proverbs : listen to true wis-
dom : listen to the LORD'S voica. The LORD is not heard by
many, becanse commercialism has such a deadening effect. Do not
put aside this chapter. The after-context of Proverbs is as
solemn as that which comes before : it shows the blighting effect
of "' gain.”

But, possibly, the reader turns to Proverbs 11, and feels re-
lieved. He thinks "I am not a profiteer; [ am aot cornering
food supplies : how shameful is such iniquity.” But some pro-
fessing believers are sleeping partmers—doubly sleeping partners
—in such sin, But in view of this not a few flatter themselves
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once more ' And I have always held aloof from such a feilow-
ship.” Stay, dear reader, the principle which underlies the action
is simply ‘‘ selfishness” at the expense of others. Only ONE
perfectly fulfilled the command of Lev. 19. 18, and He is seen in
the beautiful parable of Luke 10. Oh what a mercy itis to be
saved by Him, and NOW to follow Him as LORD and Model. The
young man thought he knew the rule and carried it out, till he was
given an example to work out, and he immediately failed. Are
we thus mistaken ?

Finally, though we have rightly emphasized the physiocal aspect,
(for godliness extends to all daily details), there IS a spiritual paral-
lel. If GOD grants spiritual " corn,” do not withhold it, This
you receive freely, in order to give freely., Seek to avoid becom-
ing a miser of blessings. Think of the spiritual needs of others.
Do not be greedy of spiritual things as if self were the goal. Yeu
are the LORD’S trustee for all, the LORD'S trustee unto His glory !

““They have not Served Thee . . . in Thy Great
Goodness that Thou Gavest them” Neh. 9. 35.

* Thou Servedst not the Lord thy God with Joyful-
ness and with Gladness of Heart for the Abundance
of all Things” Deut. 28. 47.

IT is a wondrous privilege to serve GOD. This is not bondage.

The true attitude is expressed by the words, "' O LORD, truly I
am Thy servant . . . Thou hast loosed my bonds.” We reman-
ber, moreover, the striking expression,'’ His own son that serveth
him " {Mal. 3. 17}, and, "’ As a son with the father, he hath served
with me in the gospel” (Phil. 2. 22). Nor would we forget that
almost immediately after John 15. 15 we read, “ Remember #he
word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than kis
LORD,” and the climax of Rev. 22. 3, 4 comes to mind, " His ser-
vants shall serve Him : and they shall see His face, and His Name
shall be in their foreheads.” Service with joy is a privilege,
and the reverse of bondage.

" Legalism ” is “ lawlessness,” since the commands of GOD con-
tain the word "love,” and love cannot be legalistic, therefere
legalism is always breaking the law. It is infense lawlessneess,
and prepares for Antichrist. But the tendency of the world e
speak against the LORD'S commandments is not so serious as the
subtle sin of those who bear His Name when they speak as if their
Jreedom was a reason for disobedience to His plain and definite
appointments. This is nof freedom, it is fleshly bendage calling
itself liberty ! Oh for a grace-given centrast !
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“For your obedience is come abroad unto all. I am glad thercfore on
your behalf : but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good,
and simple concerning evil” Rom., 16, 19.

———-

A Word of Introduction.

CAN the above words be said of us, dear readers ?  They are

very searching. Buf they should be applied. Our know-
ledge of truth must not be “only in the head”: we need a close
acquaintance with the LORD and His ways, that our actions
may be manifestly—OBEDIENCE. Lack of obedience vitiates
doctrinal accuracy. How often the Name of GOD is blas-
phemed, because a believer who knows more than others does not
live more nearly to the LORD than others. It is right to expect
more from those fo whom we commit more. And if our
gracious Heavenly FATHER has committed to us so very much
in His free grace, how definitely should we be concerned fo
show the obedicnce which will honour and praise Him. To
help, in some measure, in the emphasis on such godliness are
these pages sent forth.

o g— -

SPARED THROUGH THE DEATH OF
CHRIST.

MALACHI 3. 17 is beautiful ; but how precious it is to realize

the foundation also—Romans 8. 32.  Our deliverance is
because He suffered wrath! What manner of persons onght we
to be !

GOD has arranged many precious ‘' overrulings” in typical
history. For example, the blessing lo Judah, and the fen tribes
alike, is associated with the possession of a “silver bowl" to
which the sons of Jacob were not enfitled. The " picture” is
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clear : redemption and refreshment and exaltation {as #his word
for ‘bowl™ means) are linked with an undeserved redemption,
given,'“ilhcul Isiael's seeking. Mocreover, in connexion with the
Divine working out of this they acted sinfully {Acts 2. 23). Itis
trne that Joseph did not exactly say, " you have stelen,” but he
seems to have misled, yet GOD overruled, to show the beautiful
type. In like manuer, Jonah, through disobedience, was under
the waves, and did not go to the Gentiles till afterwards : CHRIST
as the Obedient One went under wrath and cried ont, "' My GobD,
My GOD, why hast Thou forsaken Me."—cf. Jon. 2. 3—and on
resurrection ground the gospel is preached to the Gentiles, GOD'S
overruling does not excuse the failures: bul it shows He will
cause everything—even the wrath of men—to be restrained, in
measure, that praise may be brought to His Name.

And so, in cennexicn with our subject, we notice that Barabbas
the sinner was spared and CHRIST died. The type, f1om another
standypoint, may suggest much elce, (for types, as prophecies, are
often twofo'd), but it is clear that we are released becanse He was
delivered up. Observe the siress on the seffing free at the pass-
ov:r feast : the work of CHRIST is thus emphasized.

In anothicr way, the death of CHRIST was set forth in connexion
with the raising of Lazarus (John 11. 47.53). Thus Lazarus
pictures souls brough! to the joy of salvation, aad out of sin's
grave, by the finished work of the LORD JESUS, and also the
future completed salvation (in which the glorified body will be
diven) because of that wondrous atonement. Oh that it may be
ours, by grace, to enjoy the priviledes of a complete salvation,
because He was pleased to bear the judgment completely.

e b — e

“0 ye of littlc faith, why reason ye among yourselves?”
Matt. 16. 8.

“Why reason ye? ... Have ye your heart yet hardened?”
Mark 8. 17.

“Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil

heart of unbelief, in departing {rom the living GOD , ., . but

exhort . . . lest any be hardened” Heb. 3. 12, 13.

THESE verses are evidently meant to be read together. The

LORD connects hardness of heart with unbeliel : and tender-
ness of heart is associaled with faith (2 Chron. 34. 27). How
often we make our burdens, and our perplexities, because we lack
the simplicity of faith. The HOLY SPIRIT has again recorded the
LORD'S stress on the link of unbelief and Liardoness in Ma.k 16. 14:
we cannol be softened except via growth in spiritual faith. In-
deed, Hebrcws 3 seems to work out this solemn thonght in a very
full way :—those who hardened their hearis in the wilderness
entered not in because of unbelief (verses 8 and 19).

* Of the returned lamey (sa. 55. i).
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““That the Word of the Lord . . . might be
accomplished, the Lord stirred up the spirit of
Cyrus King of Persia” 2 Chron. 36. 22, Ezra . 1.

NOTHING can break GOD'S promises. What are men before

the Mighty GOD ? What a mercy to realize this, and to act in
faith. Just as the stormy wind must fulfil His Word (Ps. 148. 8),
so the wrath of men must praise Him and the remainder restrain-
ed (Ps. 76.10). There is a wondrous * Hitherto shalt thou come,
but no further (Job 38. 11). The Assyrian must become GOD'S
tool (Isa. 10. 5-15), and nations become His scaffolding for the
erection of His temple. GOD'S purpose must stand, It is delight-

ful to see that Cyrus was mightily controlled to fulfil the Word of

the LORD. - And what is the reason for unbelief to-day ? Surely
there is none! Are there unforeseen circumstances from GOD’S
standpoint ? Is His hand shortened at all? Cannot He give
Egypt for our ransom ? Does He not take up the isles as a very
little thing ? Is not the king's heart in the hand of the L.ORD?
Shall not every Word of GOD prove true ?

A remarkable illustration of this is found in John 18. 31, 32.
The object of the Jews in urging crucifixion was evidently a
degradation, but, beyond this, GOD was working out His purpose,
marking out our beloved SAVIOUR as—

(a) bearing a curse (Gal. 3. 10),

(8) fulfilling prophecy,

(c) rejected by Jew and Gentile,

(d) * lifted up,” and shown to be the One uniting heaven
and earth for those brought to look unto Him (John 3. 14).

“ A little thing ” does not exiet, in one sense : every event is full
of meaning. The LORD JESUS was delivered up to die on the
feast day : the priests and elders tried to avoid this. But GOD'S
passover fulfilment was foreknown, and therefore they themselves
brought about the very date they said was unsuitable (Matt. 26.
5). How precious to know GOD'S glorious working out of His will,
beyond men and over men, yet not excusing their wishes and sins:
for whenever He allows them to take place, their wicked hands are
to be condemned (Acts 2. 23),— but His wisdem in preventing the
full work of wickedness, and refusing to it certain channels for its
display must be thankf{ully seen. The limitation of man, whereby
wicked hands were nof allowed to kill the LORD JESUS before His
hour was come, or to kill in any other way, (e.g. as Stephen), must
awaken the prayeriul meditation of those who wonder about their
* circumstances,” but are brought, in mercy, to leave all with

GOD.

Faith can look up when natural [feelings would look down—in front of
faith is the LORD, not merely the ** great mounta’n” of difficulty. The
grace of GOD is the nearest circumstance.
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“I1 HAVE MEAT TO EAT THAT YE
KNOW NOT OF” John iv. 32.

HOW little the disciples knew : how liltle we often know. In

John 2. 22 and 12. 16 we arc told how they remembered
and understood afterwards, and the same thought shines out in
John 13. 7. Iudeed, we are specially told that the work of the
HOLY SPIRIT was to bring al things to their remembrance (John
14. 26), and is it not the same to-day ? Does He not thus apply
the words of truth ? Often we know, in one sense, the appropriate
Scripture to meet an emergency, but we do not seem able to recall
it while the emergency surrounds. Why is this ? The reasonis
not far to seek. We are not sufficiently submissive to the wiil of
GOD, and thus we lack the leading of the HOLY SPIRIT, which is
not an emotional substitute for Scripture, but, (very, very often) a
bringing to remembrance at the appropriate moment.

The disciples’ *“ not knowing'* seems to suggest Matt. 22, 29,
Often the LORD implied that the disciples became in measure, like
the world (e.g. John 13. 33, 14.11}). And we need such re-
proofs. We ought to know: but any hardness of heart, through
the deceitfulness of sin (Mark 8. 17, ¢f. Matt. 16. 8), hinders per-
ception.*

Ol thal we might realize and value CHRIST'S food ! If only
believers were more occupicd with the spiritual devotedness which
should characterize thiem, or rather more occupied with Him, so
that spiritual devotedness would result from beholding Him, what
power there would be in their lives! John 4. 34 explains the
food of the LORD JESUS. It is usually {aken to suggest that doing
the will of the FATHER is {ood, and this is true. Buta little word
of grcat power is thereby weakened. No theories of changed
meaning of words can be allowed to weaken its force. Literally
the passage reads, " My meat is—in order that I may do ihe
will of Him That sent Me." “In crder that” implies that bare
doing, in an ouwlward sense, is not sufficient—there must be godly
infention and intenlness, i.e. a purpose of heart fo do! Thisis
a precious thought, for it nol only {akes away pride as to outward
activity (Isa. 58. 1-3), but it encourages wherever apparent results
are withheld (Isa. 49. 4).

And there may be a yel more unexpected thought. " My meat
IS in order that I may do,” as if to say that it was—nof a goal in
itself, but a strengthening of the frame ¢tAaf the will of the FATHER
might be accomplished. How often we make the body the goal !
Zech. 7. 6 (omit italics) judges such sin. We are to eaf and drink
—bul with what object ?  The glory of Gob (1 Cor. 10. 31). It
is difficult to bring oul the thought in English, but how delightful

* How beantiful is the co.trast as to CHRIST'S knowledge : * He knew what
was in man " * He Himseif kunew what He could do,” *I know whom I have
chosen,” " I know My sheep,” and so forth. Many, many verses set this forth.
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il a believer could say—"' I need food, but [ do not want to make
it an idol : my earthly food exists as a reality : GOD does not
keep me alive without it (Matt. 6. 11) : but the food is only a
means to an end ; it is given with that purpose, viz. the fulfilling of
my FATHER'S purpose. Hence I must not partake of it in a way,
or at a time, that would hinder appointed service.”” Ab, the nearer
we approach to saying this, the more unwilling to speak of our-
selves shall we become, since we, imperfect ones, unlike our LORD,
so easily become proud even when telling what grace has enabled.
But this aspect of necessary food should become ours, that we
may live more and more devotedly, using all for CHRIST, spending

and being spent for Him,
et et —

““ What shall we say then that Abraham our

father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found ?”

Rom. 4. 1.

HOW much depends on the true emphasis and punctuation

of the words of the HOLY SPIRIT. The apostle wrote to
Gentiles (Rom. 11. 13): hence they were not in Abraham's
family by nature, nor was he their father as pertaining fto the
Fflesh! Thus we see the link with the words “hath found.”
‘What has he found according to the flesh? We think of other
occurrences of the same word, ** That I may be found in Him"
(Phil. 3. 9), " Be diligent that ye may be found of Him in peace"
(2 Pet. 3. 14). The term suggests a legal finding. What did
Abraham find before GOD through his own works? Nothing.
His righteousness was reckoned to him as to one that worked not
—the link of verses 3 and 5 enforces this. In James 2 we see
that the fruit of faith is godly working (22, 23}, There must ever
be this witness. But if Abraham was justified by works, he
would have a ground of boasting before GOD. But this is im-
possible. No flesh can glory in His presence. And the Scripture
specially shows that Abraham and David—the two men named
with CHRIST in the first verse of the ' New Testament’—were
justified by grace through faith! Thus the LORD JESUS CHRIST
alone shines out as the One of Whom Leviticus 18. 5 literally
prophesies,—"“The Man will do them, and He shall live in them.”
How blessed to realize that He, the Perfect One, was not only
perfect as an Example, but that He came to * fulfil all righteous-
ness,” and therefore, finishing the work given Him to do, He died
for poor guilty sinners, that all His merits and fragrance and living
acceptance might be eternally given to such, on resurrection
ground in Him. And even now are they raised up (Eph. 2. 4-8),
though the body is still dead, and its resurrection is still future.
But even now belicvers are welcome in the Worthy One: they
are made the righteousness of GOD in Him (2 Cor. 5. 21). That
which sets aside the flesh glorifies His Name in setting forth the
new creation !



94 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

“MADE WORSE"”
Mark 2. 21.

T is not always noticed that we have fwo parables of the ragged
garment, one recorded in Matthew and Mark, and the other in
Luke.” In like manner Luke shows there were fwo parables of the
old and new wine. Each gospel records a part of CHRIST'S
utterance. Orne thought is the foolishness of atiempting to mend
by unwrought, unfinished cloth: and the ofker (in Luke) the
foolishness of tearing up a finished robe to repair a tattered
garment, Yet we find that both sins are very common to-day,
in their spiritual parallel. AMany would deal with the work of
CHRIST before it was finished, by claiming salvation by incarnation
or example, and leaving out the blood and the glorious way in
which His work was FINISHED. Otfhers attempt to use His
finished work to patch up their own miserable attempts to be fairly
good. Both actions are an insult to GOD, and what is the result ?
There is no improvement. The sinner is made worse by his own
proud alteration of GOD'S method. He adds sin to sin (Isa. 30.
1). And who can realize the full consequences of sin ? Surely
these Scriptures show definitely the only right attitude, namely, a
humble recognition that our works are nofhing, and must be
thrown aside altogether, that we may receive and enjoy the
precious gift of the finished work of the LORD JESUS, and be
arrayed in that and that alone (Isa. 61.10: ¢f, Adam's typical
clothing : “skin " a sacrifice).

—— e $ s

THE LITTLE VARIATIONS OF
SCRIPTURAL EXPRESSIONS.

HE remarkable change in Matthew 13 between verses 44 and
46 issuggestive. In the former, we see the intense delight of
CHRIST ; in the latter His calm counting of the cost is set forth, or
rather the fact that He Aad counted it, and that nothing would
move Him ! Thus in 44 we read, “He goefh away and selleth alt
things as many as He hath, and buyeth that field.” The present
tense encourages a vivid sense of His joy. In 46 there is joy, but
the emphasized aspect is distinct :—" Having gone away He has
sold (a deliberate action with a lasting effect) all things as many as
He had, and He bought it":—present tenses are purposely
omitted : *‘ the merchantman " did not make a sudden effort. He
knew all that was involved. As frequently, fwo types {or
parables) together shew forth the LORD more fully.
Probably many other parts of Scripture would give us on the
very surface simiiar precions instruction, or rather GOD would

* “No one patches a patch from a new garment on to an old garment : but if
otherwise, both the new he rendeth " etc.
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instruct His people thereby. At once the prayerful reader must
realize that—(a) This is a key to many different words :—they are
not contradictions, not even contrasts, but of relafive emphasis,
(b) It is most important to be in harmony with the Author
of Scripture.,

In John 4. we read “ There cometh a woman,” "' JESUS saith,”
““the woman saith":—then " JESUS answered and said':—the
aspect of solemnity is evident : He, at first, asked for water, and
the word “saith” is appropriate, but when she manifested her
opposition, in calm and solemn words He set forth her need.
Verse 11 adds, “ The woman saith ” but in 13 we read, ‘' JESUS
answered and said.” 1In 15 “the woman saith.” When in 16 (as
in 7), the LORD JESUS does not at once show the purport of His
words, but gives a request, we appropriately read, ' He saith.”
Now, for the first time, she was more reticent, and, with a measure
of quietness, " The woman answered and said.” The LORD now
speaks more suddenly (17), and her curiosity is awakened in 19,
while He continues to press His point with remarkable definite-
ness (21), and so the narrative ends (25, 26), until in 32—{in re-
sponse to the disciples’ request—" they kept on asking")—'‘ He
said to them.” The change is fitting once more.

If we look to the record of the temptation in Luke we shall see
the HOLY SPIRIT'S perfect wisdom in the use of words. ‘ The
devil said.” ‘' JESUS answered.” ‘' The devil said.” “ Having
answered, JESUS said.” 'He said.” ‘And having answered,
JESUS said.” How definite a stress on His answering.

We will not take better known examples as the fwo words for
“love" in John 21; and the “continuous” tenses of Acts 4. 31-37:
nor the contrast between the two words for preaching in 1 Pet. 3.
19 and 4. 6, but all tend to shew the perfectness of Scripture, and
the need for much prayerful thought if we would study aright, and
to the glory of GOD. Oh that this may be encouraged,

vy 4

——————

AN ANSWER TO A QUESTION.

“Phil. 4. 19 . . is pressed by many Christians and
the promise held to be constant in all circumstances .
I have found in my own experiences, and that of others,
the physical need has not been supplied. Paul himself
suffered hunger, thirst, cold, etc.”

lT is a precious privilege to believe GOD, and the question does

not suggest that His promise fails, but asks "' Do we always
apply aright ?” GOD'S unconditional prcmises are unconditional :
His conditional promises are conditional : He, and He only, can
mark out the limits. Just as many dear children of GOD leave cut
the “and” of Matt. 28. 20 which emphasizes obedience first (cf,
Isa. 58. 8), so not a few leave out the first word of Phil,4.19. The
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HOLY SPIRIT sets forth a precious ' contrast.” The Philippian
believers showed devction to meet one need, and this was encour-
aging, but GOD would supply every need of such saints {¢/. Rom.
8. 28). As we walk with GOD, we can expect similar encourage-
ment. The leiter further says, ' To my knowledge Mr. Miiller
held that if the need was not supplied, sin was the cause.” Here-
in lies the difficulty. Probably many have thought that this inter-
pretation means, ' So much sin, so much lack of fulfilment, and
so much obedience, so much fulfilment’™—a kind of proportion.
But GOD has not promised to work thus in the present dispen-
sation. Proportion belongs to " that Day " and the judgment Seat
of CHRIST (Rev. 22. 12). 'Tisnot that the withholding is always
for some specific sin. Remember Job,and Paul. The latter case
is very clear. He had a thorn in the flesh. Why? Because of
the abundance of blessings. In one sense, this trial was a reward.
Bnt the humble servant of God wrote ‘' Lest I should be exalted
(2 Cor. 12. 7): he knew the flesh was within, and incipient pride
* needed ”’ mortification (1 Pet.1. 6). This is the Divine principle,
shown in Hebrews 12. If we have a strain, this is chasfisement
though it may be parily because of a measure of faithfulness also.
There is often a fwofold reason. If we were absolutely faithiul,
we should not " need" trials, and such passages as Prov. 16. 7
would then be absolutely fuliilled. But we falter, hence the
problems. And if our ‘'need” is refining, GOD may supply this
when He withholds physical encouragements. Hence the believer
should say, " My Father is meeling my ‘need' in His perfect way,
but if I walked with Him more He would change the manner of
permitted trials, and I might have the supply of earthly 'needs’
more manifesily, but while He sees I ‘ need ' this discipline, oh that
I may humbly learn His lessons,” If a believer is in such financial
stress that he dishoncurs GOD by getting into debt, there is plainly
a grevious departure ; and believers should plead such a promise
against these emergencies, but as to bodily food and strength, they
must gladly remember another verse in Phil, 4 —"1 know both
how to be abased, and I know how to abound.,” Oh for grace to
see our FATHER'S hand in all.

B —

When the prodigal son was in want, he could no# eat the husks which
satisfied the swine. When the LORD brings a soul to feel its need, the
pleasures of this age will not please !

The prodigal son offered to work as a ** hired servant,” but he received
a gift, whereas in the far country he worked, and * no man gave unto
him." A striking contrast.

Further Copies may be obtained from Meeting Rooms of Believers, 61, Upton
Lane, Forest Gate, E.7., 43a, The Broadway, Walham Green, London, S.W.6.
** Rosemond,” Bede Burn Road, Jarrow-on-Tyne. Correspondence welcome,

student-thoughts.com



