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“IVherefore gird up the loins o} your mind, be sober,
and hope o the end for the grace that is to be brought nuto
vou al the Revelation of Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 1. 13.

A Word of Introduction.
7] C ONSCIOUS that God has given to us all things in, and
Y~ with, the Lord Jesus Christ, we dare not be silent as to
Q His love. Nor cen we rightly compromise as lo [is will. 1]
boft is possible lo oblaiin open doors atl the price of the pledged
3 sitence as to Hfis commandments (e.g. baplism, separation from
worldliness and politics, the Lord's Supper) can we rightly
Q seer or enter themt [ ] there are ncelings and coprven-
tions, where the wunily is only possible so long as there is
Y silence as to much o] His revealed will, is not wnuch that e
‘L has appointed jor His people put on one side? o any readers
desire us to please men by wn univillingness to set [orth what
: we feel to be “ the whole counsel of God "1 [} there are sad
differences among those who bear the one precions Namé of
% the Lord Jesws (1Cor. 1.10), and who are indwelt by the
= Same loly Spirit. should we not be humbled, and diligently
Y~ Pray for their remowal, that we may iot Jform societies and
W Plans of our own, to cover s departure [rom [is will, but
rather, in love and lowliness, seek lo go back o the path, and
gatlering which Ile has appointed?
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Love—Gave.
1 OD so LOVED the world that He GAVE His Only
Begotten Son, that whosoever belicveth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.””  John 3. 16.
“ Christ hath LOVED us and hath GIVEN Himself for us
an offering, and a sacrifice to God for a swcet smelling
savour.” Ephesians 5. 2.
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“ Christ . . LOVED the Church, and GAVE Himself for it.”
Ephesians 5. 25. (Note John 13. 1 with Luke 22. 19).

“ The Son of God . . LOVED me and GAVE Himself for
7 Galatians 2. zo.

* God, even our Father, Which hath LOVED us and hath
GIVEN us everlasting consolation and good hope through
grace.”” 2 Thessalonians 2. 16.

“ I have LOVED thee: therefore will [ GIVE men for thee,
and people for thy life.” [Isaiah 43. 4.

“ But unto Hannah he GAVE a worthy portion; for
he LOVED Hannah.” 1 Samuel 1. 5.

“ And Jonathan LOVED him as his own soul . . and
Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him and
GAVE it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and
to his bow and to his girdle.”” 1 Samuel 18. 1-4.

“ But 1 say unto you . . GIVE . . LOVE your enemies.”’
Mattbew 5. 38-44.

A further responsc—*‘ God LOVETH a cheerful GIVER.”
2 Corintiiinans g. 7.

me

Healing—What for?
(14 SHOULD like to Le healed, or, at least, like to feel better.”
Ilow often has a child of God thought this, and possibly
prayed, {surely we all have), for our Father’s healing hand.
This ** body of our humiliation ” has given us painful reminders
of its weakness, and we have sighed.

But then the question has come, ‘‘ Healing, what for?”’ Is
it that we may glorify God more, or is our own comfort the
first thought? ~1Is it that we may render all unto God, or that
we may please oursclves. [ have found myself praying that 1
might have certain physical encouragement, because [ could
thercby do what I wanted to do, and sometimes our Father
lovingly withholds that we may not lose the lessons which He
has wrapped up in precious trials.

Only when we have the single eye, and a godly motive, can
we pray aright. [ call to mind the man who justified his sweep-
stake ticket because of ** the hospital.” T suggested that if he
gained (if one dare call it ** gain '), in this sad pleasure of a
pleasurc-sick world, he would, of course, give ALL to the
hospital, or something on this linc. His workmates’ incredulous
smile impressed me. But what if T profess to desire health for
God's glory, and use it for mysclf? James 4. 3 is very search-
ing. ““ Ye ask, and reccive not, hecause ye ask amiss, that ye
may consume it upoen vour lusts.” A, dear fellow believers, it
is good to ask, but let us seck God’s testing of our motives
at 23] times. Even Hezekiah rendered not again for the benefit
(2 Chron. 32. 25). Is it not possible that we have made similar
omissions. ¥ do not mean that we are to bargain, or to suggest
conditions (Gen. 28. 20-22), but it is welt to pray from the heart,
« Search me, O Ged, and know my heart: try me, and know my
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thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me and lead
me in the way cverlasting ' (Ps. 139. 24). What ** way " is
in mc? The word means more than ** actions ” (Ps. 103. 7). I
may be right in my actions, and yet have a wicked way of
self pleasing. O that it may not be so. * Healing ™ is in
God’s hands, and we rejoice in this.  Everything clse, too,
belongs to His loving care and wisdom. Whatever we scek
from Him, let us be honest and frank before Him, and only
scek what we would lovingly use for Him.

——m— ——

Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep.

This present unveiling of the wondrous fulness of blessing,
through the work of the Lord Jesus, needs continual emphasis.
Life and incorruption are now brought to light through the
gospel (2 Tim. 1. 10}, and the rightcousness of God is now
manifested {Rom. 3. 21}. The old-time saints were ‘ sheep,”
even as the Lord’s people to-day; but a new experience is now
granted. Galatians 4 cxplains this very clearly. The infant is
in the jamily, but he does not rcalize sonship.” All attempts
to divide the people of God are distressing. All the redeemed
are united Ly the work of Christ (Eph. 1. 10). But many
things were not revealed before (Matt. 13, 16, 17). How grate-
ful should we pe for our present privileges as well as our
prospect. The type of baptism, (in contrast with that of cir-
cumcision under the law), sets forth the new creation. In like
manner the law is written on the heart in the new covenant
(2 Cor. 3. 3): the appointed type in the old covenant was
with regard to tables of stone,—internal for the Ark alone.
Another very remarkable foreshadowing is provided in the Cities
of Refuge. The general outline of grace there, and the
intense call to the troubted sinner to “ flee,”” because of the
reality of wrath, and of the avenger of blood, arc ever deeply
important in gospel testimony. But we observe a TWO-
FOLD deliverance in that wondrous type. The cities gave a
certain restraint, as the very word “ refuge” signifies. They
delivered, and the man was safe, but he must abide thercin
“ unto the death of the high priest which was anointed with
the holy oil ” (Num. 35. 25). He dare not claim his
“ possession *’ till after that death (Num. 35. 28, 32}. After-
wards he was entitled to have ail, and “ his own house ”’ is
specially mentioned (Jos. 20. 6). There we see that the old-
time saints were preserved with a view to the work that wopld
put away their sins,* but they could_ngt_;eghﬁzgth’eggs_s_egilgp
"% A leaflet on Romans 3. 25 may help. The Holy Spirit's_unvcﬂ]imf;
of truth is ever in harmony, and this fact is a witness against error,
and an evidence of full and verbal inspiration, It has well been said
that none who study the types arc ** Higher Cntgcs," and herein is a
striking condemnation of their * criticism.” A dispensational paqallg}
with John 10 may also be found with regard to the veil. The priests
were in the family before the veil was rent, but they could not have
“ sccess ' nor realize the glory of God's presence.
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belonging to the heir, in accord with the Spirit of sonship
But now, through the death of our adorable Lord, all \&'ﬁé
are *in Him ' are encouraged to enjov His fulne’ss —'"CAll
things are yours " (1 Cor. 3. 21). So fong as the man was
in the city (_)l rc:l‘ugc (sce Num. 35. 26, 27), there was a con-
science of sin (i.c., a legal consciousness); but now believers
have boldness to enter into the holiest (Heb. 1o. 19, 20, sce
verse 2).  What manner of persons ought we to be! ')I'he ,IL-'ul-
g out from the ** fold * in John Io.givcs the same thou (hl
:\tter that we find the words of freedom, not Jicence,—* Slm]%{ r(;
in al]_(l out, and find pasture ” (cf. Gal. 3. 13). 1 ¥

I'he one true Shepherd of the Si]CCp in John 10. 2 is
clearly the Lord Jesus.  Observe His uniqueness. The shcel')
belonged to Him alone.  The porter did not claim them. John
rightly said, *‘ He That hath the bride is the Bridegroom
(John 3. 2qg). M the favoured nation should have recognized
the Sent One, but the gospel makes us acquainted with twe
distnct interpretations of ** His own ™ (John 1. 11 13. 1), The
s‘a(l(]cnmg condition ol the nation generally could not alter
God’s purpose. Hence the heart-searching declaration ** Why
dfo'ylc n‘ot understand My speech? cven because yc cannot Aear
My word: ye are of vour father the devil (John 8. 43, 44)
And agam, ** Ye believe not, because ve are not of My\;h('cpA
as I said unto you ” (John 1o, 26). There is no universalism
here. The true sheep heard Him aright: every one of them
as we hf'x_vc seen, was personally called. 1t is so still (2 'l‘im:
1. 9). Though we were not found in the fold of Judaism
and though the circumstances to-day seem somewhat distil.lcl"
the same principle ever stands. There must be a personaf
relationship to a personal Saviour. He Himself and not a
religious organization, must be the One to V‘Vi’mm we are
gathered.  Christendom has Dlurred the typical teaching, and
!ntroduccd the theory of a *“ fold,” and oftén exalted an “i%m i
instead of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. We shall frequ‘ent,]y
find (as Galatians 4 and Colossians 2 alike indicate) that the
buman heart craves to introduce ‘* the strengthless and poor
ru'dlme.nls " (Gal. 4. 9), as a substitute for the *f fulness »’ in
I“‘]lﬂ], m”\\_/ho_m are all ** riches,”” and Who is the “Power *’ of
(:od. This is illustrated by man’s stress on ‘it "’ and on
a religion.””  Something ** scen ” is sought, with elaborate
bmldn}gs and ceremonies of the flesh, instead of a simple walk
])‘y faith, the faith of the Son of God (Gal, 2.'20) \\‘:ho
)goe}h before,” cven our Forcrunner {Gal. 2. 20, Hecb. 6 20}.
Possibly some may think this is explained at too oreat length
but it is of the deepest importance, not only ;ﬂ'ccting Doux“
appointed dispensational position, but setting forth the purged
conscience of a believer, and the heavenly calling, with all the
definite  separation from the world embraced  thercin Ah
belaved reader, how is it with yvou? Is it that ** He Q'(;("”;
1)(‘1(){‘(‘”:’ THs last words in the same gospel, r('p(-:’n(“(l in
gracinis emphasis, are ** Follow thou ME *’ (John 21. 19, 22).
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The sheep are said to follow the Shepherd BECAUSE ¢ they
know His voice.”” The voice includes the word, but also the
tone. OUne may be a *f student of theology,” and a preacher,
with considerable ability, and yet not ‘‘ hear His voice.” Not
only is this ** hearing 7 at the commencement of the Christian
life. We have scen it as the continued characteristic, and the
crown. The substitution of other human ideas, obscuring this
Divine standpoint, must ever hinder the witness which God’s
dear children should be unitedly in the world. ‘' Profession ”
is casy. ** Church-mcmbership,” and activity in religious
societies, may be a natural inclination.  The test, as in John
1. 21-24, is still a spiritual attitude to the words and will of
Him Who bought us. When one finds a disregard, for example,
ol His own words as to baptism, and the lame excuse that
baptism is ‘* not nceessary to salvation,”” and the unwillingness
to talk over these things, or to allow such ministry in con-
ventions, lest there be controversy, and a hindrance of *° the
unity,”” we come to realize how far those who bear the Name
of the Lord Jesus have often gone from His standpoint as to
unity, and how floud is-the call for revival and for simple
wiliingness to hear His voice. ‘The hewildered sheep of to-day
are bewildered through those who ought to represent Him.
RBut we are anticipating the sccond parable.  However, as a
new * Christendom fold ' has been made, there is the need
for an undelayed and godly coming out from the organizations
of men, that we may reach the true position our loving Lord
has appointed.  Hence such exhortations may not be in vain,
if affectionately repeated, and personally applied by the Holy
Spirit.
(/] the Lord will, to be continued)

e e

“One of them shall not fall on the ground

without your Father”
Matthew 10. 29.
“EN are too busy to attend to little things when they have
L larger responsibilitics. It is not so with God. e know
the physical impossibility, moreover, for any man to attend to
a number of separate items at once. We cannot be in two
places at the same time. How utterly different is it with our
God. He has no limitations. It is delightful to feel that
nothing is by chance; nothing happens without God's permis-
sion. ** These wait all upon Thee; that Thou mayest give them
their meat in duc season ” (Ps. 104, 27). A harvest never
fails by an accident. God speaks in everything. Do we hear?
How restful this makes a child of God. Yet his heart Is
searched. And what a blow to carnal rcasoning it is, when
the flesh says, *“ (iod would not do this or that.”” Two sparrows
were * sold for a farthing.”  They were so little csteemed among
men, and on this account five were given for two f:_arth'mgs {Luke
12. 6)—the scller could afford to “ throw one in.’” But the
“ half-farthing ’* sparrow, vyea, the odd sparrow also, was
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remembered before God.  If it fell to the ground, it was God Who
permitted it.  How dcfinitcly this challenges, and checks, and
silences our fear! ** Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speé,lkest
O Israel, my way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is
passed over from my God?” (Isa. go0. 27). God is dcepl\':
interested in His people. There is a ** nceds be ™ for every
trial.  So Jong as it was nccessary for Paul to live, he was
preserved (Phil. 1. 24-25). This does not lead us to‘carcles,&;-
ness: it s for us to occupy the passing time in obedience to
(de‘s revealed will, but such words do comfort when we have
trials through the falling asicep of dear fellow believers.

‘ “‘ valthout YOUR Father.” The sparrows are God’s
QR}:{XI‘ION, and He cares for them. But we do not read
“ their Father.” 1t is ‘‘ your Father.” The same precious
argument is found in Matthew 6. 26, and it strengthens our
childlike confidence. God’s love to usward is morc intimate, If
He shows such interest in those who are not His children, but
only His creation, how grcat will be His carc for those v:rhom
He has made His own family, by the blood of His beloved Son!

Love and Hatred.
GTYHOU LOVEST righteousness, and HATES'T wickedness,”
‘ Psalim 45. 7, ¢f. Hebrews 1. g.

:A Ye that LOVE the Lord, HATE evil.” Psalm g7. 10.

I HATE vain thoughts: but Thy law do I LOVE.”” Psalm
119, 113.

‘1 HATE and abhor lying: but Thy law do I LOVE.”
Psalnt 1:19. 163.

‘“ HATE the evil, and LOVE the good.”
contrast Micah 3. 2.

“ LOVE no false oath: for all these arc thin

\ . : S gs that 1
HATE, saith the Lord . . Therefore, LOVE the truth and peace.”
Zechariah 8. 17, 19.

“ é:‘l tl;(el_v that HATE Me LOVE death.” Proverbs 8. 36.

‘“ Shouldest thou help; the ungodly, and LOVE the that
HATE the Lord? ' 2 Chronicles 1. 2. o

" Ye shail be HATED of all nations for My Name’s sake . . .
and because iniquity shall abound, the LOVE of many shall wax
cold.”” Matthew 24. g-12. ’

‘ He that LOVETH his life shell lose it; and he that
HATETH his life, in this world, shall keep it unto life eternal.”’
John 12, 23.

* Marvel not, my brethren, if the world HATE you: we
know that we have passed from death unto life, because we
LOVE the brethren.”” 1 John 3. 13, 14.

) ¢ If_a man say, I LOVE God, and HATETH his brother,
he is a liar.” 1 John 4. 20.

** Thou h’a\sf ‘]eft thy first LOVE . . . But this thou hast,
that thou ITATEST the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I alse
hate.”’ Revelation 2. 4, 6.

Amos 5. 13,
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““ Contrary to Sound Doctrine
1 Timothy 1. 10.

“ANY fail to realize how definitelv all God's truth is one.
L We never find the plural word “‘ doctrines,” except for
evil. And, in like manner, doctrine and practice are constantly
united. Hence the sins enumerated in 1 Timothy 1. 9, 10 con-
clude with the description ‘‘ any other thing contrary to the
healthy doctrine.”” This expression is very beautiful. God’s
doctrine is ‘* healthy »* food, and, rightly received, leads to
godiy practice. Accordinglv we read, ** Speak thou the things
which become sound DOCTRINE,” and at once we have
references to godiy CHARACTER. Again, ** The grace of God
.. . hath appeared . . . teaching us that, denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should LIVE SOBERLY, RIGHTEOUSLY
AND GODLY » (Tit, 2. 1, 171, r2). It must be ever so. Grace
never leads to licence, but ever to loving obedience. Doctrine
and practice arc hand in hand. Thosce who urge a catch-phrase,
“ Deeds, not creeds ' misunderstand both and miss God's teach-
ing. Obviously a verbal *‘ creed ™’ is valueless but, when there
is a true and living faith, there will be a corresponding walk,
for ** faith worketh by love.”” And if there is no root, and
no living faith within, the life cannot be godly and fruitful.
The goodliness of the grass may scem attractive, but nothing
is permanent from thc flesh, nothing abides without real faith
in God and His holy words.

The attempt of the enemy to scparate doctrine and practice,
aims at a two-fold victory for his evil cause. He delights if any
seem to hold truth without godly love, i.e., if they have the
knowledge which puffs up (1 Cor. 8. 1) or the orthodoxy that
is merely mental. True faith is quite different (Tit. 1. 1)
and God uses His WORDS to keep us from sin in ACTIONS
(Ps. 119. 11). Hence when sound doctrine is set on one side,
there will be all-round failure.  When sound, or healthy, doctrine
is rightly received as the food, there will be a loving concern
to grow up into Christ in ALL THINGS (Eph. 4. 15), and
such growth should be our prayerful wish,  This thought should
be ever before us, since the Holv Snirit has ever emphasized it
in Seripture, and, in this sensc also, ‘‘ What therefore God
hath joined together let not man put asunder ’' (Matt. 19. 6).
Sound practice is doctrine ilustrated and lived out. For
cxample, the turning of *‘ the other cheek *' is the geptle
pictorial representation of the fact that there must be retribution,
but for us it fell on the ONE AGAINST WHOM WE HAD
SINNED (Matt. 5. 38, n}.* Yet morc quickly will this be
seen in Maithew 18. 22, 35— I forgave thee all that debt . ..
chouldest not thou ALSO? " (cf. Eph. 5. 2). 1In like manner,
the relationship of husband and wife in the home is meant to
be 2 woncdrans living picture (of the right kind) of ¢ Christ and
the Church.” But is it always s0? Not when * sound

* A Jeaflet is available,
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doctrine ”’ is denied or ignored. Our homes need an awaken-
ing. This holy link is not strange. It is to be expected. For
example, a realization of the majesty of God prevents lightness,
consciousness of the grace of God should make us gracious, a
deep inner feeling of His love should make us loving (1 John
4- 19). Our godliness is a RESPONSE, our experience is
through beholding and reflecting our Lord (2 Cor. 3. 18). The
application of truth in exhortation is seen clearly in 2 Peter 3.
11, 14, “ What manner of persons ought ye to be.”” In
accord with this, the *“ work of faith "’ and ‘‘labour of love ”
are together in 1 Thessalonians 1. 3, and where the faith grew
exceedingly the love abounded (2 Thess. 1. 3). When, on the
othet hand, a good conscience was put aside there was shipwreck
concerning the faith (1 Tim. 1. 20), albeit God’s grace provided
a precious, but painful, salvage (verse 21). As, by His mercy,
our hearts realize this more and more, we shall see that we cannot
be too careful as to what we hear, and how, and as to what
we belicve, and ‘‘ hold ’; that, in the gracious ministry and
lcading of the Holy Spirit, our life may have much fruit.

Love —Keep.
COTHOUSANDS of them that LOVE Me, and KEEDP Ay
commandments.”’  Exodus 20. 6, Deuteronomy 3. 10
(Neh. 1. 5).

*“I'he Faithful God Which keepeth covenant and mercy with
them that LOVE Him and KEEP His commandments to a
thousand generations.”’ Deuteronomy 7. 9.

*“ Thou shalt therefore LOVE the Lord thy God, and KEEP
His charge.”” Deuteronomy rr1. 1.

‘** Take diligent heed to do the commandment . . to LOVE
the LORD your God, and to walk in all His ways, and to KEEP
His commandments.”  Joshua 22. 5.

' Keeping the covenant and mercy to them that LOVE
Him, and to them that KEEP His commandments.’”” Daniet g. 4.

“If ve LOVE Me, KEEP My commandments.” John
14. 15,

“ He that hatli Mv commandments and REEPETH them,
he it is that LOVETH Me.”” John 14. 21.

*1f a man LOVE Me he will KEEP My words: and My
Father will love him, and We will come unto him, and make
Our abode with him.”” John 14. 23.

“He that LOVETH Me not KEEPETH not My savings.”’
John 14. 24.

““ By this we know that we LOVE the children of God when
we LOVE (God, and KEEP His commandments.”” 1 John 5. 2.

We cannot be too thankful, too obedient, too loving, or
too humble before God.

Copies from Meeting Room: 61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, London, E.J7.
Correspondence weicome. "Phone: Maryland 2196.
Norman, Hopper & Co., Ltd,, Printers, Boleyn Castle Upton Park, E.13.
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“By the grace of God I am what [ am: and His grace
which was bestowed on me was not in vain: dut I lahoured.”
“ Forasmuch as ye fnow that your labour is not in vain
in the Lord." 1 Corinthians 15. 10, 58,

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION.

OW  wondrous is grace, and grace always leads lo
obedience. ‘[ laboured,” twrites the apostle. - 1'e call
to mind the words “The grace of God . . . khath appeared
teacking us” (Tit. 2. 11, 12), and again, ' Faith whkich work-
eth by love” (Gal. 5. 6). 1t is our humble desire that such
words may be realized, by the gracious work of the Holy
Spirit in ouwr lrves, and those of God's dear children who
read. [lence this magazine is not intended merely to inform
the brain, but to help the feart, that those reddemed by the
precious blood of Christ (wondrous privilege!) may own Him
as Lord of the whole life, and grow up inio Hine 'in all
things (Eph. 4. 15). /s this our desire, or have we aity other
nish 7 ‘
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No Contact.

HERE was no doubt as to the supply of electric current.
Other lamps were shining brightly, very brightly. Some,

it is true, were brighter than others, because of their capacity
to receive more. One or two were giving a very poor tight,
through a layer of dust outside, that ought to have been
removed. But one remained quite dark. What was the matter?
If the fault was not in the generator, if there was nothing
wrong with the current, where could the defect be found? An
examination was made, to discover the root of the trouble, for
something spoilt everything. And the lamp was one of the
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largest. It had capacity for zoo candle power, and yet it
did not give the light'of a single candle. There was, doubt-
less, a hidden cause, real 'though hidden. Something was
wrong with the lamp itself, or with its contact. And though
the lamp was beautifully made, (no fault could be found in
this respect), the utter failure was located, at last, in a tiny
“ detail,"—a very small *“distance”™ was 'found, so that there
was NO CONTACT. The current was waiting, but the cur-
rent was not received, and the bulb could do nothing of itself.

Dear reader, is the lesson 'hard to perceive? You and
I, if we are children of God, have been beautifully made,
yea, created (2 Cor. 5.'17). There is no defect in God's
work. But we have been'made with a purpose—to receive
continually from our Lord. God 'does not intend that we
should be dependent on ourselves, ‘or on one another, but
dependent on Himself (2 Cor.'3. 3). And the Holy Spirit's
current of gracious power applying ‘the work of our Lord
Jesus, is meant to be'seen in our life. But if we are out of
touch with our Lord, our testimony is lost, and our daily life
is empty. The purpose for'which we have been created is
temporarily without any fruit. And, instead of helping others,
we need time to be spent on ourselves, in order to find out
what is wrong. And the 'distance apart may seem so small,
“ almost negligible " from a human standpoint. But real living
contact with a live wire is absolutely necessary for the bulb,
and living contact with our living Lord is absolutely necessary
for us, if there is to be the light of testimony, in our life,
and glory to His Name.' O that we may not only perceive
this lesson, but have the experience of “ contact " aft all times.
ITow blessed to be in'fellowship with Ilim, and without the
gap, without the hindrance in-between. | How blessed to he
“ receivers ™ of His power (John 1. 14) that His light may
shine out through those whom He has so graciously redeemed
with His own precious blood (1 Pet. 1. 18, 19).

(A Dbrother, who is an electrician, to whom I submitted
this for any correction, &c., helpfully wrote—‘The thoughts
in the mind of one who attends a falult are two mfain ones.
NON-CONTACT, and breakdown of insulation or EARTH
CONNECTION. With a lamp, of course the lamp itself. It
is a subject that lends itself to much helpful teaching. 1
think I should always include the following references—
Acts 1. 8, John r1s5. 5 last clause, Matthew 5. 16.” O how
much is suggested by the “ breakdown of insulation.” O that
we may be separated unto the Lord. In a further note he
added:—* 7o be more exact, the breakdown of the /Zwnswlation
Resistance usually results in an ‘earth’ developing. This may
be gradual, and unperceived in some cases over a period of
years and then suddenly the breakdown! Yes, we need to pray
for one another ). ' ’
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“THE HOUR.”
A BIBLE STUDY FOR THOUGHTFUL
BELIEVERS 2

““ Because thou hast kept the word of My patience, 1 ALSO
WILL KEEP THEE FROM THE HOUR OF TEMPTATION,
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon
the carth. Behold, 1 come quickly: hold that fast which thou
hast, that no man take thy crown.” ‘(Revelation ‘3. 10, 11).

INTRODUCTION.
M'ANY beloved children of God appear to be in some con-
fusion as to the prophetic Scriptures, through a common
and crroneous assumption as to “ THE HOUR.” Inasmuch as

the Holy Spirit has graciously given these Scriptures to be a

lamp in a dark place (2 Pet. 1. 19), it is deeply important

that all opinions which will not abide the test of * Scripturc
prayerfully compared with Scripture” should be repentantly
put aside by us all, and important also that we should en-
courage and assist one another, with graciousness of manner,?
and so much the more as we see the Day approaching (Heb.

10. 25). There is no warrant for carelessness as to “one

another,” and no room for wrangling, but much room for love

and mutual help.

Not a few infer from Revelation 3. ro that saints of the
present dispensation will escape the © tribulation,” (regarding
this as “the hour”), and many who see this mistake seck to
show that to “keep out of the hour ™ signifies a coming out
after passing through it.3 May not both be unconsciously
at fault? But do not both companies desire whatever is
Scripturally set forth, and oneness of mind?

Scripture gives no evidence for identifying the 1260 days
of tribulation and * the hour.”” The latter is a very brief
period—

(a) AFTER the tribulation.

(b) AFTER the Coming of Christ for His people.

(c) BEFORE the linked Descent of Christ with His
people.

1 By God's grace published some years ago, and now enlarged. The
Lord was pleased to use these notes then: may He be pleased to
use them more now, to encourage intelligent and intense longing
for ‘* that Blessed Hope.”

2 Unwillingness to ponder, with prayer, and the tendency to attack
hastily, or despise a brother as soon as he suggests anything con-
trary to usual interpretation of the prophetic Scriptures, cannot be
viewed as the fruit of the Spirit, but of the flesh. o

3To take out and keep out are quite distinct. The former 1s illus-
trated by Col. 2. 14, the latter by Acts 15. 29, 2 John 1. 27 arlnd
2 Timothy 4. 17 will also help. DBoth are found in Johmn 17. 15, "1
ask not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world (in_whu;h
they were), but that Thou shouldest keep them out of the evil " (in
which they were not, see 1 John 5. 19).
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(d) DURING which the vials, or severn LAST plagues full
of V\_/RATH, are QUICKLY poured out.

Let tl}e writer frankly say that he sees a heavenly peoplc
(not _appo.mted to wrath, 1 Thess. 5. g), and separated from
]udal_sm, in “the saints of tke Zigh places™ (Dan. 7. 22, 23%)
and in the Lord's “elect” of Matthew 24,* and thereforé
accepts the promises of Matthew 24. 29-31% as now applicable
with regard to believers who are in the body of Christ, passiné
through the tribulation, though spirifual faith leaps over inter-
vening events, and 70 believer is cntitled to expect he will dic
unless this is specially revealed to him (John z21. 18, 2 Tim.,
;1.(16, (}f. “‘ We Ivhich are alive,” 1 Thess. 4. 15), This atti-
ude of spiritual expectation i
emphasize%,_ p , and preparation cannot be over-

But we would be cqually definite as to the belicver's sure
and certain hope of exutire preservation from “the hour of the
testing.” in which the tive toolish virgins will be found want-
ing. When the final events are “beginning ta come to pass"
(Luke 21. 28) it will be granted unto saints to be caught up
ta mef:‘t thexr' Lord in the air. Z'is is, indeed, “ that Blessed
Hope,” and it should have a daily effect, in an unweorldly life
marked by loving our Lord’s Appearing (2 Tim. 4. 8). ’

The recader is entitied to the evidence for the above state-
ments as to “ _the, hour " succeeding the tribulation. And we
only desire his (or her) prayerful perusal, with Scripture
seeking the unbiased mind which glorifies God. That God
has a perfect ri ght to use words sovereignly, just as He pleases
we would readily acknowledge, but He has deigned to maké
many things clear by a wondrously mauifest consistency of
meaning, and therefore several occurrences of the word “ hour ™
will quickly render much help to the thoughtful reader in
this conmexion.

CHAPTER 1.
THE HOUR IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION.

The Revelation has possibly, b [

) , P y, been often read. If not
it would be well to read it again before going any further.
That final message from our adorable Lord contains, compar-

4 Verse 20 may be worded to suggest thi oy i " impli
willingness to flee, and actual ﬂ%%ing, iflsneed Yl')(c]aurogl%}]:é Saiglt?htib
l.e. the hindrance is viewed as from without, (f)ot personal cz:)n-’
science), which is preciscly the hindrance the Lord's believing oncs
would experience in a Jewish land, stirred to orthodoxy by A i
, d’i"rlllSt’SI‘ﬂl;en recent demands. ¥ by Antl
* The Tribulation Distinguished from the \Wrath o ;
How many unguarded and unkind words ‘as c;f) Gt%(ése n:'fl))ohglg
l\:’rongly said to obscure the heavenly calling, because they sce a
dea,venly people in the tribulation, would have been never said, had
¢ :;é'atfigl;o\fvm‘lbnelxgx\;:rs nsotllx]ght $cripture for their beliefs instead ‘of
e distina::t? er. The Holy Spirit makes the thought
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ably with the book of Daniel, several PARALLEL sections and
visions. It is not possible to interpret, for example, 8. 3 as
historically after 6. 17, nor 13.2 as chronologically after 11.
15, without doing violence to other Scriptures. Most realize
that Daniel 7 goes over the same ground as Daniel z. And
thus is it here. Each section lcads up to the goal, the Coming,
and Kingdom, and Glory of the Lord. And various somewhat
parallel visions, from diffcrent standpoints, help to elucidate
one another, and to cnlarge our view. If we find that these
sections have alike a climax in connexion with * the hour,”
this will be a definite aid both in understanding the whole
book, and the meaning of *the hour” itself.

The first section concerns the seven churches, it is intro-
ductory, and contains letters to wam and encourage. DBut
even here the climax is definitely associated with the hour, as
chapter 3, verses 3 and 10 show. To be received unto the
Lord before the ‘hour begins is a very clear and precious
promise.6 These passages may hint that the hour begins with
the Coming of Christ as in Matthew 24. 42-44.

The second section is from 4. 1 and ends in 8. 1, not 7.
17. The chapter-division is human, and unsatistactory, for
the prayers of saints, and the events of the trumpets cannot
be placed after 6. 17.7 Hence the seventh, or final, seal
finishes with a reference to an HOUR, during half of which
there is silence. But the TRIBULATION of the fifth seal evident-
ly finishes with the sixzz (ch. 6. 9-17). May we not say that
at least the half of some striking “hour” is here before us
as subsequent to the tribulation? And this is evidently the

climax again.

6 The two ‘*angels,” or representatives in Smyrna and Philadelphia,
arc often rightly compared and contrasted. Note ch. 2. 10 with
its ten days’ tribulation, and death, as the opposite of 3. 10.

7We do not adduce fuller evidence here: if any are uncertain, 2
special leaflct on this subject is readily at their disposal.

(I} the Lord will, lo be continued)

Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep-

“ But a stranger will they in no wise follow; on the contrary,
they will flee from him " (5). The word ** stranger *’ denotes
*“ belonging to another,” and is found in Matthew 17. 25, 26,
Acts 7. 6, Hebrews 9. 25, 11. 9, 34 Those who belong to the
Shepherd CAN humbly speak in His Name to the sheep, when in
harmony with Him, How important to catch His tone, and to
' speak as the oracles of God 7 {1 Pet. 4. 11). John 1o. 5 has
often  impressed my heart. T have looked ~around, and
 wondered.”  \Why are so many children of God held awhile
in many distressing errors? - The promise of God cannot be
broken.  The thought has come, ‘ This passage will be ful-
filled finally: they SHALL be brought back.”” This is true,
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thanks be unto God (2 Pet. 3. 9)- But my heart has been
brought to realize that though the same characteristic shoust
LEVER be found among beloved children of Ged, this statement
i1 in the FIRST PARABLE, and has graciously received a precious
fulfilment.  The SECOND parable deals primarily with the
present time when our Lord is in the glory ever interceding that
all His own may bc eternally kept in salvation (Heb. 5. 25),
but the MINISTRY for the sheep is largely entrusted to His
servants, the pastors of the sheep in Ephesians 4. 11-13 {cf.
1 Pet. 5. 1-4), and these have not always represented Him
aright.  They have sometimes MISrepresented His words, and
His voice. and, as we shall see, the hireling has come in amony
them, and the scattering of John 10. 12 is the sad result.

But the holy principle of the first parable remains, and
SHOULD be illustrated, and any contrast is a call to humbling.
It is for us to ask ourselves personally, *“ Do I hear His voice?
Do T refuse to follow strangers? Do 1 FLEE from them? '
What hely horror of cvil doctrine, and association there should
be.  The intensity of flecing for refuge (Heb. 6. 18) should be
followed by the fleeing from strangers.  And each one who
secks to minister 1o the sheep should ask himself, ** Is my
ministry ‘ belonging to Him,” and do 1 faithfully hear the word
at His mouth, and keep to His word and His tone? Am I a
shepherd of His appointment, simply cxalting the Chict
Shepherd, or am 1, in any mecasure, a hireling?”’ There is no
passage of Scripture which is not heart-searching.

And so the last seatence of the parable emphasizes again,
albeit negatively, the same thought, * For they know not the
voice of strangers.”” These priceless words, first fulfilled when
the Lord first brought His own out from Judaism, are cver to
be before our hearts. We should experience a holy discern-
ment, as with Israel’s priests; and, to enjoy this, so much
depends on our spiritual food, and abstaining from ** attractive '’
crror, that which would please the flesh (cf. Lev. 10. g, 10}.
The discernment of 1 John 2. 27 is all-important and associated
with a godly walk and a godly growth (Heb. 5. 12-14). This
is possible in the Holy Spirit by Whom we are anointed {2 Cor.
1. 21, 22), and if His “ leading " is not thus recognized—and
*“ leading ' is not a matter of impulses, or a claim *“ I was led
to do this,”” but a wholc-hearted willingness for the will of
God, and a perception of that which belongs to our Lord
Jesus (John 16. 14, 15)—if His leading of the humble Dhelicver
is not desired, then is He not grieved (Eph. 4. 30)°?

Sorrowfully we should read verse 6. “ They understood
not.”  Ignorance of these “ things >’ was the fruit of ignor-
ance of Him. ** They knew Him not ” {Acts 13. 27). And is
there not the same ignorance to-day? But He did not leave
them, ** He still taught the people knowledge '’ and He Him-
sclf was the *“ One Shepherd ”* (Eccl. 12. g-11). And thus we
read, “ THEREFORE said Jesus unto them again.” His intro-
duction is the doubled ** Verily, verily,”” emphasizing His own
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Name, for the word is ** Amen ' (Rev. 3. 14), and laving
impressive stress on the truth, when so many chose a lie
(cf. the reiterated ** Martha, Martha,”" etc., of gracious warn-
ing). The sccond parable has the explanation at the very
outset. And the repeated words “I am ™ give us at once the
key. Christ is Central: He says “I AM the Door of the
sheep,” and “1 AM the Good Shepherd.” Could one
who was created speak thus, and remain humble? Impossible.
The language of the Lord Jesus ever unveils His essential
Deity (cf. “I am” in 8. 58, “Before Abraham b&ecame, 1
am "’). And we likewise sce the standpoint of the parable.
There is no introductory mention of a fold, nor of a door-
keeper. CHRIST 1S EVERYTHING. There are no sheep
HERE 1ill He is mentioned first. They were, in the previous
parable, to be found in the fold. But here He is the Cause of
all.  ** He goeth BEFORE THEM " in this sense also: ** On
this Rock ! will build My Church *’ is a parallel in another
striking context.

What is the meaning of *‘ the Door of the Sheep '? Does
it signify a Door FOR them? Yes, but much more. He is not
only the Door whereby they come, and the One through
Whom all going out and coming in, as to food and service, are
possible, but He is “the Door OF the sheep,” i.e. they, and
not a sheepfold, are united to Him, with the will of God written
on their very hearts that they may be a separated, living people,
not by human expedients, nor by organization, but by vital
and inseparable union with Himself.  And none except His
sheep are now united to Him. There were evidently others apart
from *‘ His own sheep ”” in the fold. We shall see afterwards
another aspect, even the sheep in the field, and *' scattered.”
But that is not the first thought. Eternal sccurity in living
relationship to the Lord Himself, must have the pre-cminent
place. Let us ever emphasise this Divine order. Christ is the
Alpha and Omega of this parable, and so it begins with * [
am "’ and cnds with “‘One Shepherd.”

The Lord Jesus is not only contrasted with the sheep, in
that they depend on Him, and He can mect all the need,
but also He is again contrasted in verse 8 with ** thieves and
robbers ' (cf. verse 1). ‘‘ Now Barabbas was a robber "
(John 18. 40}, and men came out against the Lord of Glory
as if He were 2 robber (Matt. 26. 35). But THEY were
the robbers: HE was, indeed, the Giver, and the gift was His
life. The contrast will help, to explain the startling words: ** All
that ever came hefore Me.”” Any who took the position of the
*“ Door " were usurping the glory of the Lord Jesus. Those
who pointed to Him, and told of His coming (Acts 3. 24),
were by no means robbers: thev were sent (see John 3. 28,
note 1. 30 also). All the prophets, and finally, John led to
the Lord Jesus. THEY never claimed the sheep for themselves:
to do this was robbery (note Ezek. 34. 2, Zech. 11. 5). How
hlessed is the privilege of claiming a soul FOR THE LORD,
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and helping * to make ready a peoplé prepared for the Lord ™
(Luke 1. 17). But the wish of the human heart is ever to
attract to self (Acts 5. 36, 37, 20. 30).

{[] the Lord will, to be continucd).

““ Weak and Beggarly (Poor) Elements”
Galatians 4. 9.
“The Riches of His Grace”
Ephesians 1. 7.

¢¢'T*HE law made nothing perfect ' and brought nothing to

the gzoal (Heh. ». 19}, This was not the fault of
the law, but the utter failure of man. Law looks to man, and
demands  something  from  him: hence *‘ the weakness and
unprofitableness thereof.””  When the (alatians sought to
re-impose the arrangements of law they went to ** strengthless
and poor rudiments,’’—the rendering * poor » is preferable to
“ heggarly,” which would cast a slur on the * rudiments
themselves—instead of turning to Him Who is the Power of
God and in Whom are hid ALL the trcasures of wisdom and
knowledge, and in Whom dwelleth ALL the fulness of the
Godhead bodily. How blessed to realize the appeinted contrast
between law and Christ because He has satisfied law, and met
all its claims. Hence far from disparaging God’s holy law we
establish it (Rom. 3. 31), since He has magnified it (lsa.
42. 21). Onc calls to mind the words, ‘‘ What the law could
not do in that it was WEAK through the FLESH *’ (Rom. 8. 3,
sce 5. 6Y. and *‘ the Gospel . . . is the POWER of God unto
salvation to everyone that BELIEVETH * (Rom. 1. 16). The
law reminds us of the flesh, the gospel is addressed to faith.
Hence the promise is sure (Rom. 4. 16) because grace and
faith are ever together (Eph. 2. 8). Well may we meditate on
the riches of His grace! Here we find fulness for an empty
man (Jas. 2. 20), power for a strengthless man, yea, life for
one dead in sins, that no flesh should glory in God's presence.
Here we do not find *‘ rudiments,”” ‘' guide posts’ or
 externals,” to improve, but ‘‘ a new creation,” and the law
is written WITHIN. The Gospel never leads to lawlessness,
but the power is granted that we may love and do the will of
God in the Holy Spirit.

““ The riches of His grace '’ in that nothing is demanded
from, but ecverything bestowed upon, the helpless, hopcless
sinner. Is it not a wonderful gospel? ** The riches of His
grace ” in that the Lord of glory Himsclf is the Substitute,
and with Him God the Father freelv gives us all things (Rom.
R. 32). \Vhere sin abounded, grace overflowed (Rom. 5. 20),
““ Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable Gift’’ (2 Cor.
9. 15). What manner of persons ought we to be in all holy
conversation and godliness!

Copies from Meeting Room: 61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, London, Ex.
Correspondence welcome. 'Phone: Marvland 2196.
Norman, Hopper & Co., Ltd., Printers, Boleyn Castle Upton Park, E.13.
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"_Let Thy hand be nwpon the Man of Thy right hand . .
s¢ will not we go back jrom Thee: gquicken us, and we will
call upon Thy Name.” ‘ Psalm 8o0. 17, 18.

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION.

E!VRICHED with the riches of God's grace, and receiving,
‘ with our Lord [esus,.“ all things” that we may abound,
it is our privilege to make manijest how great things the Lord
hath done jor us (Mark 5. 19,cf. Ps. 126, 2,3). /¢ is GGod's de-
light to do great things (Joel 2. 21), and we never weary Him
by seeking too muck from flis hand, when we seck in the Name
of flis Beloved Son. It is with a realization that we are all
oo “earthly,” and too “*ordinary,” that these pages are sent
forth. The MARKELD contrast of oie who is “a new
crealion” in Christ [esus showld be manifest: but is nol seen
as it should be. The need for revival is wrgent, a revival of
repentance, and of godliness in home and business, that we, as
(/wfrkmzea,' ounes, with enlarged lhearls, may run the way of
His commandments (Ps. 119. 32) and bring Him increasingly
all the glory. ‘ ‘

N ) CONTENTS:— ) Page
*The Hour.,” in the Book of Revelation ... 17
*That Day™ 20
Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep (continued) ... 21
The Standpoint of the lord Jesus ... 23

“THE HOUR.”
(Continued)

The third section contains the seven trumpets, and also
leads up to a brief and definite period. which is called “the
time of the dead,” and linked with God's assertion of His
own authority (ch. 11. 17, 18). In this connexion it is very
remarkable to see that an hour is specially mentioned in con-
nexion with the resurrection of the two (personal) witnesses,
and the end of the tribulation period if we rightly interpret
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the 1260 days of 11. 3, and the reference to the kingdom
and the Lord’s prerogative in 11. 15. The chapter on “ Diffi-
culties " has more regarding this.

The fourtk section presents several detailed solemn views
of the 1260 days (12. 6, 14, 13. 5). Not zn/il the redcemed
are seen iz glory, have we the mention of God's “hour” of
judgment (14. 7 as r1. 18). It is not associated with the
earlier 1260 days. This is marked as the same time as the
fall of Babylon: this, we shall soon see in ch. 18, is sig-
nificant, and suggestive. Amid all our study, let believing
héarts ever say, “ Even so, come, Lord Jesus™ (ch. 22, 20).
O that all meditation may be earnest, and practical, and affect-
ing our daily work.

The vision of the vials alone does not lead up fo “the
hour.” Why is this? Because it seems enfirely in “the hour.”
With this accord the following facts:—

() the saints are seen personally in glory at its beginming
(15. 2): this is quite distinct from the view in other
sections.®

(%) the saints arc praising from the standpoint of victory,
contrast 8. 3 at beginning of the trumpets.

(¢) the vials are specially called “last,”

(d) the word “ wrath” is linked with them?®

(e) they are viewed as almost simultaneous, in quick pouring
out (16.1).

The next section (chapter 17-18) shows the “hour” as
the time of an awful confederacy against the Lord Jesus (17.
12-14), and “one hour” is mentioned three times in con-
nexion with the sudden destruction of the rebuilt city of
Babylon (18. 10, 17, 19).

The last chapters plainly begin with glory: the holy
triumpk is made in ch. 19, the power of the dragon is laid
low in ch. zo, and ch. 21 commences with the new heavens
and the new earth. Hence these also do zof lead up to “the
hour.” Thus there is perfect harmony, and wondrous sim-
plicity in the arrangement of this precious book. If we are
rejoicing in the finished work of the Lord Jesus, and thereby
delivered from coming wrath (1 Thess. 1. 10), let us lock ex-
pectantly for His Coming in the air, and for the Marriage
Supper with Him. And then will there be the Judgment Seat
of Christ. The scarching question comes, Shall we reign

8 The twenty-four elders in ch. 5 cannot be viewed as the saints per-
sonally, for “one"” of them comes and speaks to John more than
once (5. 5, 7- 13): any explaining away of the literal personal elders
is one of the strange misinterpretations of this book: yet many
accept the scraphim of Isaiah 6 as real beings, and “one ™ of them
went to the prophet,

9Cf. 14. 10, 19, 19. 15. Buuds is not used, as from God, while a
heavenly people are on earth, and thus is not applied to the great
tribulation, nor to the time while that lasts.
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with Him, as joint-heirs (Rom. 8. 17)710 Are wec preparing
for this, ever seeking with meekness to follow His steps
(1 Pet. 2. 21)? How prayerful and earnest each redeemed
one should be, living, in the Holy Spirit, unto the praise of
the glory of God's grace (Eph. 1. 6).

CHAPTER 2.

SoME THOUGHTS ON PARALLELS.

We have seen that Scripture is wondrously arranged, and
that many of our difficulties are through chapter-divisions,
prejudices, and assumptions. It may be our gracious God will
grant yet further light on this solemn and precious subject,
through other passages, that, with intelligent joy, we may be
more fervently looking for “that Blessed Hope.”

It is noteworthy that fze times in Daniel, in connexion
with Babylon, and its kings, the word “hour” is used with
regard to a brief crisis (3. 6, 15, 4. 19, 33, 5. 53} Such
language is #0¢ accidental. But, interesting as is Z4/s illustra-
tion of God’s will for His people to compare Scripture with
Scripture, another is yet clearer, and more quickly striking.
We are already acquainted with Satan's parodies of the things
of God—and even of His Zriune nature (Rev. 16. 13) and of
the resurrection of Christ (Rev. 13. 3). But have we also
noticed any #me-parallels, manifestly appointed by God? Luke
13. 7 would suggest that the public ministry of the Lord was
about the same length as the 3} years of Revelation 13. 5.
Judas, the son of perdition. disguised himself during a like
period, so Antichrist is partly religious during the firse
half of his covenant with Israel (Dan. g. 27). During the
public ministry of similar length in Christ’s earthly life what
have we constantly in view? Surely “tke hour/” John's
record is very emphatic,—7. 30, 8. 20, 12. 23, 27, 13. 1, 16,
32,17. 1. Nor must we forget the sidelight of 16. 21, and,
in the light of 12. 23, probably 2. 4 has a closely related
thought. This is sufficient to show a stress on the “hour”
throughout. This “hour " was, apparently, not a literal 60
minutes but it was a brae/ time, at the end of the work given
to our beloved Lord to accomplish.'' Tohn 12. 27 shows how

10 .eaflet gladly sent.

"1Rev. 11. 11 may give a certain parallel, since this is likewise at
the close of 3% years. A beloved brother has impressed that, as
human ideas regarding what can be done, in a given time, will hot
apply when God arises, all events may take place in the ‘‘one
day'’ of Zechariah 14. 7, parallel with that of Joshua 10. 14 (cf. Isa.
28. 21). This seems certain as to the display of power at Jerusa-
lem, and could also include the catching up of saints, the descent
to Edom, and coming thence (Isa.63.1), with the journey in the South
(Zech. 12. 7), ere the Lord's feet stand on the Mount of Olives.
This journey from Edom (cf. Isa. 34) is often overlooked by many
who speak as if the Lord descends on Olivet.
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definitely He lived with this prospect, and, as we have already
seen, His very frs¢ miracle was not without a mention of it.12
Fittingly, His other firs¢ words referred to the things of the
Father (Luke 2. 49), of which John 17. 1-4 tells the glorious
completion alluding to the “hour.” Truly that “ hour” mani-
fested His perfection, for in the test He was attested, and in
the proving e was approved. If the wickedness of Anti-
christ is displayed in the hour at the end of his career, the
holiness of our precious Lord shines out in His hour. And
it is therefore appropriate that the future hour of crisis should
be the background for the revelation of His glory over all
the earth.

12 Mary, the Mother of the Lord Jesus, is again seen in connexion
with ** the hour™ in 19. 27--a fresh heginning for her being there
linked with it,

(/] the Lord will, to be continued)

“That Day.”

¢ KNOW Whom [ haye believed, and am persuaded that He
is able to keep that which I have committed unto tlim
against THAT DAY." ,

“The Lord grunt unto him that he may find mercy of
the Lord in THAT DAY.”

“ Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous-
ness which the Lord, the Righteous Judge shall give me at
THAT DAY, and not to me only but unto all them alsc that
love His appearing.” ’

In 2 Timothy 1. 12, 18, 4. 8, we find these glorious words.
Few believers, possibly, realize the stress on “ that Day ™ in
the LAST epistle written by God's servant, linking with the
earlier Scriptures. He did not regard the expression as
“ Jewish.”  Another verse in the same epistle contains the
words “ my gospel,” and the Holy Spirit inspired the apostle
to associate them with © the seed of David.” Our translators
have strangely altered the order, but 2. 8 reads “ Remember
Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, of the seed of David,
according to my gospel.” How many would have written if
this expression had occurred in Peter’s epistles, that this was
a proof his gospel was the gospel of the kingdom. Are they
willing for the same thought here, in accord with the glorious
oneness of “the gospel of the grace of God,” for Jew and
Gentile alike, with ¢ that Blessed Hope” in view?

Apparatus without the electric current gives neither light
nor power, yea, the current may be there, but a loose con-
nexion may hinder all: ome break is sufficient, and it need not
be large. How much this means to a believer: O for living
communion, and thus light, heat and power cver. So will God
be glorified.
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Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep.

*“The sheep did not hear them.”” Thus are we again
reminded that there are many who are NOT His sheep. The
characteristic of the sheep is ever the same: they hear the
Shepherd's voice. None other can meet their need. Once again
would we humbly ask ourselves, and all who read,—'‘ Have we
heard the voice of the Son of God (John 5. 25), and are we
noew seeking ever to hear Him obediently (Matt. 17. 5, John
5o, 27)? "

Repetitions in this parable are remarkable. We have
noticed ** Verily, verily,” and we shall soon obscrve, ‘I am
the Good Shepherd " more than once (verscs 11, 14). Like-
wise we have ‘‘ I am the Door *" in verse g as welt as 7. Both
verses and verb are important. He is the Door as to salvation
and the Door as to service (cf. the twofold ** rest "’ of Matt. 11.
28-30). Salvation is the first nced. ‘* By (through) Me if any
man enter in.” Here we are all viewed as * without,” at the
beginning.  This marked contrast with the first parable should
have shown believers the distinction, One may be born in the
“fold ”’ of a religion as Judaism was, but one must be })qz'rl
again to come INTO the sphere of salvation. And Christ
is the only Door. “Any man.” The study of ™ comparative
religions 7’ is  vain for the needy sinner. There is no
competitor with the Lord Jesus. God allows of no alternative.
Many tell us that, if any keep to that to which 1hey‘ha.vc
been brought up, it will be well. This is a dclusion. Christ
1S the Door. The present tense ‘I am ’’ is important. Apart
from Him there is no salvation at all. And this is a personal
matter: * HE shall be saved.” The tense gives us the cer-
tainty, for none look to Christ in vain. “ And shall go in and
out.” There is a sphere, though it is not a mere fold.
Activity is important, and it is not only in One part of the
life ** in and out.” We nced to wait, we need to work: we
necd pasture, we need scrvice. ** Sced to the SOWER " and
* bread to the EATER” (Isa. 535. 10) are, alike important.
And all ‘who are the Lord's, will, in the way of His will, ﬁn_d
pasture.” He never stints them. He Himself found pasture in
doing the will of the Father, and finding the lost ( John 4. 32-34).
There was no selfishness in His perfect life. And He calls His
own to find what He gives them (Ps. 23. 2) in their glad
accord with His wilt. At first, all the * finding »* is His
(Luke 13. 4, 3). He finds us. And then in the response of
love, we find Him (John 1. 45), and find what He has provided
for us—rest and joy, and food, and all. How graciously our
Lord wishes us to enjov salvation, vea, to enjoy Himself.
*“ The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, _and 1o
destroy.” If there were those who came before Him “rltlle\'.Jl
purposes, they arc not absent to-dav (cf. 2 P(?t. 2. 1), Their
object is an absolute contrast with that of Christ, as this verse
scts forth. He brings life: the thief aims at death. But will
the thief succeed? That is the question. We at once call to
mind the words, ** To seduce, if it were possible, even the
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clect ' (Mark 13. 22). The Lord Jesus said in John 14,
I go TO prepare a place for vou,” and, *“If I go AND
prepare a place for you.” ‘“To,” * And’': little words, but
how much they signify when together, He ACCOMPLISHES
His PURPOSE. We remember, too, God's plan worked out
through Abraham, ‘‘ They went forth TO go into the land of
Canaan; AND into the land of Canaan they came '’ (Gen. 12. 5).
But the enemy often fails in his purpose, and always fails when
he seeks to kiil Christ’s sheep. He cometh TO steal, TO kilt,
TO destroy. All the three words are answered by verse 28.
Destroy? Nay, ‘' they shall never perish.” Kill? How can
it be? ‘1 give unto them eternal life.’’ Steal? ** Neither
shall any man pluck them OUT OF MY HAND.” The
Shepherd-Owner shall never be defeated.

But the aim is a deadly one, and the adversary leaves no
scheme untried, his subtlety is described as ** all-working
(2 Cor. 11. 3, lit.). The righteous are saved, but it is along
a pathway of difficulty (1 Pet. 4. 18, lit.). We can never
rightly turn God’s grace into a mere dogma. We need to be
prayerful, against thief, and wolf, and whatever shall come
(Acts 20. 31). These repeated words emphasize the intensity
of Satun.  He longs io ** devour » (1 Pet. 5. 8), and were it
not that our Lord ever lives to make intercession (Heb. 7. 23),
we might well tremble. It is not written, ** Greater are ye than
he that is in the world ”; but © Greater is He That is in you
than he that is in the world.”

Tell me, when has a sheep been stolen from the Lord Jesus?
John 6. 29 gives the answer: the mightier than David will
deliver, if need be out of the lion’s mouth (1 Sam. 17. 35).
When has eternal life died? Never. Who among those given
to Christ has perished? Not one. But there ARE perils, as
we shall soon see once more, and to make light of the danger,
and of our dependence on Him, is to raise a doubt if we are
His sheep at all. Physical life is in God’s hands, but He USES
the air : spiritual life is in His covenant purpose, but He USES
His holy word and prayer. Feed on the Scripture and call on
His Name, if you would endure to the end, and enjoy the
promises,

* I am come that they might have life.”’ Without Him we
have death. This is plain from such verses as John 3. 16, 36,
5. 24, 6. 53. The whole gospel emphasizes such a thought.
“ Life ” is through faith in His Name (20. 31). He came
with this object. The Holy Spirit's references to the purpose of

Christ and the purpose of His death®* must impress us. ‘‘ The
Son of Man is COME to seek and to save that which was
lost ': “* the Son of Man CAME not to be ministered unto,

but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many ’':
'* This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus CAME into the world to save sinners,”” ‘T came
not to cali the rightesus hut sinners to repentance.”’

(7} the Lord will, to be continued).

* A leaflet gladly sent.

student-thoughts.com

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE. 23

The Standpoint of the Lord Jesus.
NE is ever made conscious of the fundamental contrast
between ¢ the Spirit of Christ,” and the way of the
world. He Who was over all, God blessed for. ever, toq_k‘
upon Him the form of a Servant, and rpade ma_mfest to His
disciples that the usual theory of getting on in the world
was not to become theirs. The marked difference between
a believer and a natural man is seen in such words as “ Every
one that exalteth himself shall be abased ; and he that humbl_eth
himself shall be exalted,” and again “ The kings of the Gentiles
exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority
upon them are called benefactors: but ye shall not be so
(Luke 11. 14, 22. 25). : o

But if we find a number of verses together, emphasizing
this contrasted standpoint, in various ways, it may be the Holy
Spirit will use this, to awaken the prayerful concern of many
of us, not to lose the quickly passing opportunity of a Chnist-
like life in “ this present evil age.” Such a collection of verses
is found in Luke 21. o

First, the Lord Jesus saw those who were casting into the
treasury, and (as Mark 12. 41 words it) He saw “ how " they
gave. The word “how” is ever deeply important (e.g. Luke
1. 18, 1 Thess. 1. g): the MANNER of an action may spoil
it altogether. On this occasion He uttered the remarkab‘]v'e;‘
words, “ This poor widow hath cast in more than they all.
If we ask, “ Is this possible?” the explanation ds at once added,
“ For . . . she of her penury hath cast in all the living that
she had.” Hence the ocuter value is not the dutrinsic value.
Israel ever misunderstood this, as passages like Psalm 50. 13
give witness. God does not nced silver and gold (Hag. 2. 1).
Everything becomes “nothing " without love (1 Cor. 13. 1-3).
The “innerness " of an action, if we may so speak, is its true
value before Him. -

How slow were, and are, most of us to learn this. Hence
at once in Luke 21, “some spake of the temple, how it was
adorned with goodly stones and gifts " (verse 5). These were
OUTWARD. Immediately another illustration of the Lord's
standpoint is granted. The ABIDING REALITY of any-
thing is its true preciousness. A beautiful bubble is worthless,
and the difference between five seconds and a few years is
small, when eternity is realised. That which wi].l_'not abide
under God’s testing, that which we cannot take withi us out
of the world, that which is only possessed by men in_“ the
beholding with their eyes” (Eccl. 5. 11), is mot true riches.
How different is “ the city which hath the foundations " #from
“the cities of the nations,” and how different the temple
made without hands from that which soon passes away. Oh,
dear reader, any building that will not REMAIN is valueless
(Matt. 7. 26, 27, 1 Cor. 3. 14, 15). Do not let us be de-
ceived by appearances, and by gaudy bubbles, lct us take
Christ’s standpoint (Col. 1. 5, 1 Tim. 6. 17-19).
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Immediately yet another illustration of the contrasted
standpoint comes before us. The disciples “ naturally' ask
“When?" and *““What shall be the sign?” The first answer
of the Lord Jesus is, * Take heed.” So.was ¥t ever in His
heart-searching wisdom. * Lord, are there few that be saved?”
—"“ Strive to enter in.” “Wilt Thou at this time restore again
the kingdom to Israel? "—* Ye shall receive power, after that
the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” O, how little we estimate
the practical importance of daily life in view of eternity.

And when He continues to speak of the solemn events to
come, He draws His trustful disciples to a holy and heavenly
standpoint. “ Be not terrified.” Why? * For these things
must come to pass.” There is the rest of faith, BECAUSE
everything is in God's hand. We call to mind Isaiah 8, “ For
the Lord spake thus to me with a STRONG hand, and in~
structed me that I should not walk in the way of this people,
saying, Say ye not a confederacy, to all them to whom this
people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye THEIR fear,
nor be troubled " (verses 11, 12, cf. Ps. 112. 7). God IS; and
supernatural people are to act supernaturally. So the very per-
secution becomes an open door to testify among those not
otherwise reached (Luke 21. 13). Hence the normal, fearsome
preparation of words, to gain relcase, is set aside in the next
verse, with the reason at once stated (“ FOR I will give you '),
showing the same heavenliness when there is a promise of God.
To generalize these words and claim inspiration, or excuse
laziness, would be a grievous sin, but though the 'special
promise was to the apostles then, the same principle still holds
good, in like circumstances, for Christ’s sake, even to-ddy.
“Death™ is seen as a rcal possibility, outward success is never
promised. ‘Was it not truc that none could withstand Stephen’'s
words, yet he was cruelly stoned? But what is this from God's
standpoint? If Hc is magnified in our body, all is well (Phil.
1. 20), and the Lord’'s words ring out, “ Whosoever will lose
his life for My sake shall find it (Matt. 16. 25): hence, even
in death, “ There shall not an hair of your head PERISH "
(Luke 2r1. 18). Nothing is wasted that glorifies Ged.

Nor are the contrasts of this chapter finished. When
men's hearts are failing them for fear, God’s dear children
are encouraged, in wview of the very same circumstances
boldly to lift up their heads (verse 26 and 28, see the
triumphant meaning in Ps. 110. 7). Far from approving the
suggestion that the knowledge of intervening events, and of
a painful road, and of trials, would prevent looking for
Himself, and remove the joyousness, our Lord encourages the
glad hopefulness along this very path. O that it may be ours,
in the Holy Spirit, to recalize morc than ever that we are par-
takers of the heavenly calling (Heb. 3. 1), and to take the
attitude which Ile lovingly appoints.
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“The servant of the Lord must not strive;but be gentle
unto all men.”

“ Exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”
2 Timothy 2. 24, 4. 2.

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION.

NE of the great needs o} to-day is loving patience. A
koly severity against ourselves is right. A holy hatred
of sin is Divinely appointed. And i} any “ progress,” and
abide not in the doctrine of Christ, but deny His Deity or His
personal Coming again (2 John 7, 9), there must be o uncer-
tain sound. But toward the ignorant and those out of the way
there should be compassion (Heb. 5. 2), because we also have
nfirmity, sinful infirmity (verse 3). Toward one another,
there must be a holy walk, with “All lowiiness and meekness,
with longsuffering” and forbearance. 1} all the hasty words
of brother against brother could be obliterated, if all the
impuiation Of motives, and the clever reparlee that wounds,
could be judged as of the fesh, if there were “ the meekness
and gentleness of Christ,” how different would the history of
God's children be. James 3 has not been written in vain,
we all need a watch before our mouth (Ps. 141. 3). Let that
which one feels (o be the truth be firmly held, but let there
be a tenderness, a willingness to learn moré of God's will,
and to be corrected in manner, and, even in statement,
Never let our inferences be put on the level of God's words.
It is with a kumble desire to emphasize this aspect of God's
will, while remembering |\ Corinthians 1. 10, that subjects on
whick believers differ are brought Jorward in this magazine.
May God be glorified in revival.
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Freemasonry and The Lord Jesus Christ.

AN opportunity was given to speak with a Scotch freemason

on an American ship. He owned there were those in the
craft who had unworthy motives, but felt that if a man only
lived up to its principles, what more could be expected?
Masonic temples were, in his opinion, religious centres, exalting
God. >

I had no call from God then to deal with the esoteric
character of masonry, and its * Babylonian™ origin: God
graciously impressed just two or three things on the heart, and
a brother present at the conversation thought they might be
used to help others. The exact words are not remembered,
but we commend the thoughts to all who are truly concerned.

What is the essential relationship of freemasonry to the
Lord Jesus Christ? The belief in God, without belief in the
way He has marked out, is not sufficient. The devils (demons)
“believe ” (James 2. 19), but their faith is vain. We cannot
come to God as Father except by the Lord Jesus (John 14. 6),
and if we cannot come thus, we only meet Him as our Judge.

Freemasonry definitely welcemes, into its brotherhood, those
who do not believe in the Lord Jesus, neither in His Deity,
nor in salvation by His precious blood. Hence, whatever be
the private thoughts of members, wher a lodge has prayers,
its chaplain must not pray in the Name of the Lord Jesus nor
plead and rejoice in His atoning blood. If he does so, he
violates the principles of freemasonry. The one with whom
we spoke said “ You cannot know all,” but when definitely
asked, he did not, and could not, contradict whatever was
set forth.

It is not enough to speak of “the Great Architect of the
universe,” He has amother building, and, with regard to this,
He has said, ¢ Behold, I lay in Zion for a Foundation a Stone,
a tried Stone, a precious Corner Stone, a sure Foundation:
he that believeth shall not make haste™ (not be confounded,
Isa. 28. 16, 1 Pet. 2, 6). This is the all-important Building
of which God is the Architect, and He ever emphasizes His
beloved Son. Christ is both the Foundation and the Topstone,
and it is written “ The Stone which the builders refused is
become the Head stone of the corner ™ (Ps. 118. 22, Matt. 21,
42). This is what the Jewish builders actually did, and
remarkably, the masons, who regard themselves as builders, are
doing the very same thing. This is crucial. One may ask,
what if the passage is a prophecy of such builders, and of
God’s displeasure in their building, even as in Isaiah 66. 1,2
He says of some, ¢ Where is the house that ye build unte Me?
And where is the place of My rest? " But He adds that He
looks to one who is “poor and of a contrite spirit, and
trembleth” at His word. It is noteworthy that both Isaiak
28.16 and Psalm 118. 22 are alike found in the Old and
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New Testaments. Thus God doubly emphasizes these passages
concerning the Stone, Which is ever the Lord Jesus. Free-
masonry is erecting a building without the Topstone, without
the Keystone, without the Lord Jesus. We cannot forget the
first builders in Genesis, who thought of a city and a tower,
and spoke of heaven, but it was left unfinished, a tower with-
out a headstone. The tower of Babel and its failure have
been copied by many since. Since freemasonry leaves out
Christ, Who is the Alpha and the Omega (Rev. 22. 13), it can
only bring confusion.

The one who spoke with us urged that all the system was
in the Bible. We do not accept such a statement, but if it
were partly true this would not prove anything, unless «eff
Scripture is accepted. Freemasonry leaves out the parts that
tell of salvation by the blood of Christ. It was pointed out
that a clock witout the mainspring would be emptied of value.
Judaism has many Scriptural quotations in its services, but
leaves out the same vital matter. It is evident that this is, as
God Himself says, the Stone of Stumbling (1 Pet. 2. 8), and
the marked consensus against the work of the Lord Jesus illus-
trates His solemn warning contained in such words. We
recollect that Mohammedanism speaks well of Christ, but
denies His Deity and Atonement. Judaism, as we have seen,
falls at the very same Stumbling Stone. And when we find
such diverse systems as Freemasonry and Modernism likewise
break down here, the importance of God's fore-warning is
more fully seen. The Holy Scriptures are written to reveal
beforchand where man will try his vain strength against God’s
own one way of blessing. O that the reader may not continue
this dangerous road, but seek the Lord while He may be
found (Isa. 55. 6), and rest, as a guilty sinner, on the poured
out blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus will he himself
become a living stone in God’s own building, and be included
in the temple of which 1 Peter 2. 5 so beautifully speaks.

Somewhat remarkably, we had been speaking earlier with
young men trained in Roman Catholicism, and it is worthy of
notice that, though that system is poles apart from Masonry,
the two unite in taking away from the Lord Jesus the glory
of being the One Rock on which God's building is raised up
{Matt. 16. 18). This extraordinary coinciding cannot be a
mere accident. "“The adversary (1 Pet. 5.'8) knows that every-
thing depends on relation to the Lord Jesus, and His precious
atonement. Ah, dear reader, are you in Him?

Freemasonry refers to Solomon’s temple, but that, even as
the tabernacle which preceded it, was full of sacrificial types
of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the method of the enemy in
the present dispensation to take part of truth (the fine flour),
and to leaven it. Here we see this very attitude, which de-
ceives many. We do not know if the propfesied temple, yet
to be rebuilt in unbelief at Jerusalem, according to Isaiah
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66, and other at present unfulfilled Scriptures, will be erected
by a combination of Judaism and Freemasonry, but this would
not be surprising. Their principles alike emphasize God wit4-
out His own appointed way. Now it was this attitude that put
the Lord Jesus to death. The Scribes and Pharisees boasted
of a belief in God, and of knowing His will. Ominous, in
like manner, is the fact that the first * worshipper " was Cain,
who acknowledged God, but came to Him without a sacrifice,
without a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. We know the dread
sequel. “The way of Cain™ is seen in Jude 11. History
will yet repeat itself, and Antichrist will be the fruit.

Any who own Jesus Christ as Lord should be deeply moved
by this, in loyalty to Him, and, if they are found, though with
a sleeping partnership, in Freemasonry, they should, at all
costs and risks, seek first the kingdom of God, and His
rightcousness, and refuse to remain even a few days, in any
fellowship except the fellowship of God's Son (1 Cor. 1. 9).
Surely those who have been brought to be members of Christ.
should cease membership of every mixed society, and indeed of
every secrel association, ill befitting those who thereby cut
themselves off from their brothers “in Christ,” and approve
that which cannot commend itself to “ every man’s conscience
in the sight of God.” The Holy Spirit has graciously em-
phasized in Scripture how much God loved the world, and the
gift, by the Father, of His Beloved Son is a call to take His
standpoint, and to exalt the Name of the Zord Jesus. But
freemasonry degrades Him by leaving Him out. Its attitude
as to siz is therefore quite opposed to that of God. His testi-
mony is that sin deserves wrath, and that the only hope is His
Own costly gift of the One Who was infinitely dear to Ilim,
to redeem poor, lost souls. So dreadful is the sinner's doom,
so full is God's mercy and so rich is His Gift. But Free-
masonry definitely and systematically slights that matchless
Gift, and deliberately puts in the background that which God
has done to savc sinners. IHere is effrontery against Him,
however the sad, sad fact is concealed.

iSurely cverything emphasizes the immediate call to children
of God to come out from all that does not acknowledge His
own way of salvation. Such He tenderly calls, “ Ye are the
temple of the Living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they
shall be My people. Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you, and will be a FATHER unto
you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty " (2 Cor. 6 16-18), and so the words ring ocut once
more where the Lord Jesus said to Thomas, “1 am the Way,
and the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto the
FATHER, but by Me" (John 14. 6).

If the Lord will, to be reprinted as a leaflet for prayerful usc.
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Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep.
! (Continued.)

* And that they might have it more abundantly.”
‘“ Abundantly.”” Our loving lord delights that His people
should have riches. It is out of His fulness that we have
received, and grace for grace. Never will the words be for-
gotten, '* He giveth MORE grace.”” ‘The prayerful reader may
have noticed that *“ it ”” is here in italics. ** That they might
have that which is overflowing ’—something extra (the same
word in Matt. 5. 47, Rom. 3.1, 2Cor, 9. 1). Pasture as well
as life, rightcousness and not only reprieve, the indwelling
Holy Spirit, and His anointing, as well as the gift of life. Our
Father desires us to enjov the riches of His grace, and our
Lord says, “ Eat, O friends; drink, yea drink abundantly, O
beloved ' (Song 5. 1). Are we possessing our possessions?
We are not only “living” in a “fold.” We arc, like the man-
slaver after the death of the high priest, enriched with an
inheritance. In the new covenant the law is written on the
heart, and the freedom is that of a will coinciding with God’s
will. His pleasure has become our pleasure, and our Lord came
to make this possible.

Everything is for Him and therefore we at once turn to
the word ““ I am.”” The pronoun is emphatic, the verb likewise
is emphatic, and certainiy the noun is emphatic, and the adjective
also is emphatic; (literally, ‘ The Shepherd, THE GOOD
ONE ), and everything exalts the Lord Himself. Is it not
so in all the parabies? He lovingly brings us to Himself. No
created being could thus have made Himself Central, and set
forth Himself as both Door and Shepherd. There was, and is,
no room for a rival, no opportunity for another. )

The thoughtful reader will soon see we are not overstating
the case: far otherwise, we are wnderstating it. When we
rightly say, ‘1 am the Good Shepherd is twice sounded
forth, we have only mentioned a part of the cvidence. Look
again at verse rr. Why not, ‘“ | am the Good Shepherd, an,(!
give My life for the sheep ’?  Why must the word ‘* Shepherd
le here repeated, so that the stressed words are amazingly bef?rc
our eves, and before our hearts (verses r1—translated ** give "'—
15, 17, 18 twice). He deliberately placed His own life in
believers, His SHEEP, and bore judgment. that they might
have life “more abundantly.” Thus is He seen as the absolute
contrast with the thief, and with the wolf, Yet it is not said
that He gives His life when the thief and wolf come. Doubtless
the figure implies that such would be against Him, but the
silence of Scripture is ever important. .And it is well to notice
every word. Certainly He met the thief, but this would not
have secured our salvation. Far otherwise, if the Shepherd
were thus killed, the foe would plunder the sheep. And as to
the wolf’s intrusion this seems to be after the Shepherd has
strangely gone away; one of those remarkable parabolic hints
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of the present dispensation, leading up, as we shall see, to the
unveiling of our Lord’s Return. Blessed be God, our Shepherd
did not merely suffer under the enemy’s attack. That would
have been love to the sheep, but it would not be salvation. He
laid down His life voluntarily, this is the point of the Divine
emphasis, in the fulfilment of the plan of the Father, as the
One obedient unto death in redeeming love to His own. And
so the gift of Himself for the sheep not only unveils His love,
but, as other Scriptures show, He met the enemy who had the
might of death, and despoiled him of his might (Heb. 2. 14), by
a work that satisfied God’s claims for all the sheep (verse 18).
Thus this passage not only shows His suffering (a) as the
One attacked, but more (b) as the One Who willingly loved,
and (c) as the One Who accomplished whatever was needed for
the SALVATION of the sheep (cf. verse 9). The same threc-
fold thought is found in Isaiah 33.

The more we look at the words, the more we see their
fuiness. The word *‘ thief '’ implies that those here mentioned
do not belong to Satan, they have been blessedly given to Christ
(John 6. 37). Yet they are not as ordinary living sheep:
they have need of LIFE (John 1o. 10) and this life through
His death (cf. John 6. 33), Accordingly where the Shepherd
is before us in Hebrews 13. 20 His blood is the blood of the
everlasting covenant, and, in the precious blending of figures,
He Who is both Priest and Sacrifice, is seen as the LAMB as
well as the Shepherd Who leads in Revelations 7. 17. Thus
He uses a striking expression as to His own soul, ‘I have
AUTHORITY to lay it down’ (Jobn 10. 18). Why
‘“ authority "’? In general, we behold the Father’s purpose;
but particularly we realize that, as the Obedient One, He
could not take away His own unforfeited life. Yet in voluntary
SUBSTITUTION FOR SINNERS He could make manifest the
'* authority ”’ received to do what was otherwise impossible.
Howbeit, inasmuch as His life was not personally forfeited,
nay, rather, e was tne only One entitled to life (Rom. 10. 3),
He had ‘‘ authority *’ to TAKE His soul again, and His resur-
rection displayed His perfection and His finished work {Rom.
4. 25).

‘* For the sheep ’': what music there is in these words.
A great number are His own, and His work was a DEFINITE
covenant work for them. There is no vagueness as to the
precious blood of Christ. Salvation is secured. He will not
fail, nor be discouraged, nor will His sheep be lost ( John 10. 28,
18. g). Human theories as to a redemption which does not
redeem are not to be found here. There is no mere attempt or
experiment in the work of Christ. Many sons shall be brought
to glory (Heb. 2. 10). Well may we rejoice if we are His.
Ah, dear reader, can you thankfully say, vou are of His sheep?
Then do you not BELONG to Him in every way, and is this
manifest in your daily life?
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“But the HIRELING.” It is very remarkable that as
soon as the Shepherd's death is mentioned, we have the sad
history of man’s failure. The Shepherd is sitting between the
Cherubim, raised in glory (Ps. 80. 1, r10. 1), but the sheep
are still on earth. Israel's shepherds failed of old (Ezek. 34),
will there be the unveiling of a like failure? Alas, many
parallels are before us. The enemy is not the only hindrance:
those who profess to care for the sheep prove unworthy of their
trust. How definitely this speaks to our own hearts, whatever
responsibility is given to us. Are we “ faithful in that which
is least ”? The hireling here is responsible, or projessedly
responsible, to the Shepherd. As in Luke 15 the sheep are
the self-righteous, so here, the description may be according
to the hireling’s claim, for Scripture does not suggest that the
Lord Jesus appoints such: He has given some to be * shep-
herds” (Eph. 4. 11, 1 Pet. 5. 1-4). Alas, it is sadly possible
for a believer to allow something of the hireling-spirit. O
that all commercialism, and all self-love, may be laid low in
the Lord’s work. This passage does not indicate that there
will be no true pastors, but it does give Christ’s foreshadowing
of the present age, with its lack of godly care for the sheep,
and with its commercialism, seen in the buildings which are
viewed as desirable “ places of worship,” and in the sad em-
phasis on salaries. The work of the Lord should ever be a
faith work. Everything should be on “faith lines,” or shall
we say, “on the line of His will, in simple faith"? The
scattering of the sheep generally is attributed by our Lord
Jesus to the lack of a shepherd's heart. The hireling is not
antagonistic, but he thinks of himself first, and what he can
“get.” This attitude has ruined godly testimony. How con-
trasted was the standpoint of God's servant Paul when willing
to have imparted not the gospel of God only but himself also
to the Thessalonian believers (1 Thess. 2. 8, ¢f. 2 Cor. 12. 15),
and when he travailed in pain a second time that * Christ might
be formed ” in the children of God throughout Galatia (Gal.
4. 19). Herein we see the spirit of a true shepherd.

(7] the Lord will, to be continued)

e ————— e —

“THE, HOUR.”
(Continued)

But this is not the only thought. From Jlis standpoint
“the hour” was associated with perfect obedience, but if we
think of Satan, and those who were Satanic instruments against
the Lord of glory, the nature of the “4owr" becomes more
evident, and the connexion with the Book of Revelation. And
it is in accord with the distinct characteristics of the four
gospel narratives that we find this aspect also prominently
before us as in the first three evangelists.
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Matthew 26. 40, 45, 55, Mark 14. 35, 37, 41 should now
be noticed (“one hour ” is particularly named, as in Rev. 18).
The “hour” is »zof simply associated with the cross, and the
bearing of wrath, but in eect Gospel is linked with Christ’s
anguish before, i.e. with the solemn lessons of (Gethsemane,
and with the permission for men to lay unholy hands on Him
(observe Luke zo. 19. Nor does John's gospel exclude this
aspect, see 7. 30 and 8. 20). Nothing could be done till the
“hour.” And with shem was the conflict in the garden?
ITave we forgotten John r4. 307 The prince of this world
cometh, and hath zothing in Me.” (Satan’s judgment is in
connexion with the “hour” in John 12. 27-31). How
suggestive is Luke 4. 13—“And having ended every temptation,
the devil stood away from Him until an appointed season”
(literally). Then the devil returned, and Gethsemane contained
another temptation. Adam had fallen in a garden, and Israel
in a wilderness: Christ must be revealed as sfending in both.
The number Zkree is stamped on Gethsemane's temptations, just
as on Matthew 4. And the very word “ temptation” or “ test-
ing,” which we have found in Luke 4. 13 is repeated in
Revelation 3. ro. May we not almost regard this as a
quotation? Now we can understand Matthew 26. 41 with John
18. 8, 9. The Lord of Glory would stand alorzze. He would
sustain “the hour of the testing,” in His own matchless love
and power. The prayer of Matthew 6. 13 7ow has added
force, not for an eartily remnant, but for a heavenly people
delivered from the “hour’ of Revelation 3. 1o0.

Another passagc seems to impress the writer almost beyond
all others, in this connexion—" When I was daily with you in
the temple, ye stretched forth no hands against Me: BUT
THIS 1S YOUR HOUR, AND THE AUTHORITY OF
THE DARKNESS " (Luke 22. 53, cf. Matt. 26. 55), This
latter expression occurs in Colossians 1. 13, where there is a
manifest allusion to Satan (see Acts 26. 18). “Your hour”
refers to men: but Satan was there as well. And that fzfure
corresponding “hour”™ will be one of a final confederacy of
Satan and men against the Lord, and against His Messiah 13
but how marked is the contrast.

13 Rev. 17. 12 wmay suggest this last unity of ten, as in Ps. 83 (the
children of Lot are Moab and Ammon)—plainly after Dan. 11. 41,
and evidently at the same time as Dan. 11. 45,

(17 the Lord will, to be continned).

“ There shall not be left one stone upon another” (Mark
13. 2): how great was the contrast when God was with His
people {Hag. 2. 15).
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“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ve stedfast, unmove-

able, always abounding in the work of the Lord, jorasinuch as

ye know that your labour is viot in wain in the fLord.”
1 Corinthians 13. 58.

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION.

T][E above words are wery precions, and applicable to those

who are first enlitled lo the name © brethren,” becawse
boru frem above (all by grace), and second!y who are lruly
stedfast, because humbly in jellowship with God. and with
holy willingness jor /is will. Ve showld not be “ lossed to
and fro . . . with every wind of doctrine." but be stedfast in
the Lord. Only when this is the condition can there be the
work OF the Ford and labour IV the Lord. The two de-
scriptions, and the siress on Iis  gracious anthority as
“Lord” are very impressive, and the wording gives a reminder
of verse 10, although wone of wus are apostles.  Thank God.
the simple, true-hearted believer can lgbour *in the Lord.”
and the word “ abounding " suggests “overflowing " (cf. Gen.
49. 22, Jokn_10. 10), and the comlext shows everything in
view of our Lord's coming.

CONTENTS :— Page
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Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep.
; (Continued.)

“And not the shepherd.” These added words not only
state a truism: they remind us that Scriptural undershepherds
act in their Lord’s Name, and secek to look at things from His
standpoint. The hireling thinks of wages: the shepherd loves
the shecp. The question is ever before us~The LORD
JESUS AND HIS INTERESTS, or SELF and its interests: -
which must be called central in our life? 1t matters not what
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the “hire™ is: it need not be money: reputation may be an
equal snare. To Peter the Lord put the question, “ Lovest thou
Me?” and then gave the command, “ Feed My sheep.” This
is ever the test of love to Him. The sheep were not given to
Peter, and yet the words spoken of the hireling (“Whose OWN
the sheep are not”) did not apply to him, for he was viewed
as fully attached to his Lord, and HIS interests. Are we?

Revival will be marked by ministry that exalts Him.
Ephesians 4 is clear as to this. It is important to ponder, in
the light of this verse, the thought of “a paid ministry.” Is
it wrong? IHas not the Lord approved that those who preach
the gospel should live of the gospel (1 Cor. 9. 14), and is
there not some parallel in the words “ Let the elders that rule
well be counted worthy of double honour™ (1 Tim. 5. 17)?
We are convinced that the one taught in the word should
“ communicate” unto him that teacheth in all good things
(Gal. 6. 6), but let us remember that the present day college
arrangements (often *“ higher critical "), and the idea of an
ordination to ¢ administer sacraments,” with the usual title of
Reverend, or of “ Doctor,” in theology, are quite an innovation
on New Testament order. And should we not return to the
simpler will of God, and trust Him on the lines of His own
words that there may be “teachers,” as His gifts, and that
godly recognition may be given to such (1 Thess. 5. 12, 13),
including the supply of earthly needs (Phil. 4. 15,16)? Is it
not possible to go back to the Scriptural precedent, with more
confidence in the unfailing wisdom of our Lord, and would not
this help to remove the whole theory of a “ profession,” with
large “salaries” in SOME cases, and an elaborateness which
does not harmonize with pilgrim simplicity, and with a place
outside the camp, where our rejected Lord is (Heb. 13.13)?
We do not refer only to episcopal palaces, but to organized
nonconformity, and if godly men seem to be found in many
positions, their godliness does not justify innovation. Some
who, in various denominations, seek after much of God’s truth,
and who may be reading these pages monthly with prayerful
interest, may at first think, * The writer does not know MY
small income, nor does he sympathize with my problems.”
Will such lovingly accept our testimony that we rejoice in love
to Christ wherever it is, but we desire for such dear, exercised
souls (whom we love), and for ourselves a fuller conformity
to the Lord's own will, and a fuller separation from the cir-
cumstances and principles that give opportunity to the “ hire-
ling " attitude.

It is not easy to be faithful when some who help as to
the salary are worldly: therc are many fetters. One may
seek to be definite and uncompromising, but the position is
necessarily a temptation. Should we step inZo it? Should one
not seek the way out from it? Is mot the Lord * sufficient”
for every need?
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Tt is important to see that the power of the wolf is through
the “ hireling.” And the scattering of the saints is seen to be
a fact. “The wolf catcheth them and scattereth the sheep.”
The thief cometh ¢ TO steal,” but cannot. Preservation is
dependent on sovereign grace. “ The wolf . . . scattereth”:
this is the sphere of OUR responsibility. No one can “snatch”
out of our Lord’s HAND (verse 28, 29), but the wolf catcheth
or ¢ snatcheth” (the same word) in THE FIELD. Thanks be
unto God, we are in His hand, AS WELL.AS in the field;
but do we not long after love’s unity among the sheep as a
witness on earth (John 13. 33, note 17. 21, 22)?

Behold our Lord's definite prophecy of the condition of
His people while He Himself is in the glory. The Shepherd
is not viewed as being WITH His sheep the whole time, in
the sense in which He was, and will yet be, among them.
The spiritual blessedness of Matthew 18. 20, and 28. 20 must
never be forgotten, but the words “ TILL He come” have a
real meaning. O beloved friends, WE are left here, respon-
sible for our Lord’s interests. May we mot compare the
“ taking care” till the Good Samaritan should return (Luke
10. 35), and the stewardship in the parables of the Pounds
and Talents? His Coming is ever before us.

True, “ we” cannot now unite all the scattered sheep in
“the field.” This refers to the world (Matt. 13. 38), and the
wheat and tares are together TILL the period of harvest, but
a local assembly is never viewed as the ™ field,” and the
“ house " should have fellowship in the truth. Do we seek and
expect this? Then let us beware of everything of the hireling
spirit. One is “afraid” to stand against the wolf if one’s own
interests are prominent. We should ™ stand,” not “flee,” in
the evil day (Eph. 6. 13).

We would plead with children of God not to treat these
suggestions lightly, or as a generalization. We grieve over the
hasty and harsh words often used against “ a hireling ministry.”
Many a “salaried ” believer has shown more love to the Lord
than his critics, and than many who have claimed to live by
faith. Indeed, it is very important that we should be kept
from ALL boasting, and also from a nominal faith that in-
directly “advertises and asks.” As for ourselves we, too, long
to be humbled. If a “self-desire” for reward, even at the
Judgment Seat of Christ, lays hold of us, is there not the
“hireling-spirit"? and should not the attitude of 2 Corinthians
13. 7 be much more fully felt? Beloved fellow believers,
preachers or not preachers, we are ALL responsible to know
what 1 John 3. 16 means. Do we love the sheep if we say
words that scatter them, or sow discord among brethren (Prov.
6.19), or if we are careless about the spiritual condition of
others who are misled. The attitude of Cain led to a statement
which searches us in a very different context (Gen. 4. 9):
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children of God are members one of another. Do we help vne
another, or “ flee,” and “leave the sheep "¢

The enemy would ever hinder that which exalts the Lord
Jesus, and we call to mind the words, “T know that after my
departing shall grievous WOLVES enter in among you, not
sparing the flock: also of your own selves shall men arise.
speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after
them ” (Acts 20. 29, 30). Nor can we be unmindful of the
parallel. with Satan disguised as an angel of light, where we
read, “ Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves ” (Matt. 7.
15). The enemy will try in every way to obstruct the Lord's
work, and the sheep nced all the help possible. Every view
of the present dispensation is solemnizing, whether we think
of the Holy Spirit's unveiling of the early years in the epistles,
or of the general course in the prophecies of Christ. or of the
time of the end in the Book of Revelation. The righteous are
saved along a path of difficulty (1 Pet. 4. 18), but they ARE
saved, and the “ many sons " SHALL be brought to glory, but
let us be lovingly concerned for His glory in the path thither.
There is no_ statement of the wolf snatching the carefully-
shepherded flock. Godly “ taking care” for a church of God
(1 Tim. 3. 5) is graciously honoured. -

The verse ends with the words “scattercth the sheep.”
Hereir is the limit: the wolf can go no further. No wild
beast can kill a single one belonging to Christ. *Such absolute
precision in God's use of language reminds us again of the
verbal inspiration of Scripture; and, illustrating the prophetic
nature of the parables, lovingly guards us against the common,
but erroneous, thought that, “Every point must not be pressed.”
The tendency to deny inspiration practically, while holding it
theoretically, is very harmful. Let the fruit of our study be
much more reverence, in the enabling of the Holy Spirit, and
let it also be, (rather let us say, “ therefore be "), more loving
concern for the immediate bringing together of the Lord's
scattered sheep, in preparation for the fuller revival He has
graciously promised to welcome His near Coming.

(£} the Lord will, to be continued)

The weakness may and may not be taken away, but the
Lord Himself says, “ My strength is made perfect in weak-
ness” (2 Cor. 12. 9). The temptation may not be renoved.
but will not the word be fulfilled that God will with the
temptation make the way out that we may be able to bear it
(1 Cor. 10. 13)? The burden may be left, but He Himself
will sustain us as well (Ps. 35. 22). It may be we shall have
to pass through the waters, hut lle says, “T aill be with
thee,” and so is it with the firc (Isa. 43. 2). God is to be
trusted, blessedly trusted. :
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Jottings on Healing., _

6 LORD, heal me” (Ps. 6. 2). “1 will heal thee of thy

wounds ” (Jer. 30. 17). O Lord my God. I cried unto
Thee, and Thou hast healed me " (Ps. 30. 2). Such sentences
are not merely disjointed verses: they express much to hearts
that have the joy of trusting God. Tne fact of SOUL-illnesses
needs a fuller and humbler realization, and then the depen-
dance on God with regard to them. ¢ He healeth the broken
in lieart™ (Ps. 147. 3). But we would not overIopk the body.
“1 am the Lord That healeth thee™ was a precious message
in connexion therewith (Ex. 15. 26). God has becen se largely
forgotten in this matter, or His blessing has been sought aff(!?"
it has been taken for granted that the world’s methods ™ must;
be .His path of healing. Surely Hosea 3. 13 and 6. 1 may
have a far-reaching reminder of a great danger among
believers. “ Yet could he not heal you" (King Jareb, cf.
2 Chron. 16. 12). “Come aud let us return unto the 'Lurd:
for 1le hath torn, and He will heal us.” God speaks in all.
Even if Satan works, the Lord can turn the captivity in a
moment (Job 42. 10), but let us never forget ]ames‘ . 4.
“ He sent His word and healed them ™ (I’s. 107. 20). * Speak
the word only, and my servant shall be healed ” (Matt. 8. 8)..
Faith always depends on the Lord's f{.‘)OI'd. “H1s word is
the expression of His will, not * self-will.” Heal me, O
Lord, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall‘be saved_:
for Thou art my Praise” {(Jer. 17. 14). Goc'l‘s work 1s
precious. Concordance study of the word - heal ™ may be a
tonic in the gracious enabling of the Holy Spirit, setting forth
God’s character and principles, and showing the intimate
relation of soul and body, and the blessedness of childlike
SIMPLICITY in our dealings with our Heavenly Father.
Fuller willingness for His will should be the growing
characteristic of our life. .

The glory of God and His wisdom shine out in the way
Ahasuerus spoke of Mordecai, just before Haman c_oul‘d speak
of him, in a very different manner. If the king's sleep
had beer. broken one night later, how different all mmght
have been. Thus GOD'S intervention‘ was at the exactly
appointed time, cven as Abraham, in quite another connexion,
found it at the last minute. NATURAL faith gradually de-
creases when the crisis draws nearer: how different is spiritual
confidence in God. And God's sovereign wisdom was thus
manifest in activity dejore Esther's request, a display of His
independence of us, though He deigns to use us, as afterwards
in her casc. A call, moreover, to holy concern.lest we dqla_y.
for her posiponement of one day, at the first banqlfet, might
have been critical. Though we cannot frustrate God s counsel,
we must never misuse the revelation of His sovereignty to
txcuse our hesitation.
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“THE HOUR.”
(Continued)

We have noticed the * judgment” of the * hour” in Rev-
elation 14. 7, 18, and the reference to a cup (14. 8, 10). Nor
are these words absent from the * hour ' at the time of Christ’s
temptation in Gethsemane (John 1z. 31, Matt. 26. 39); and
each hour alike culminates in an earthquake (Matt. 27. 31, 52).14

Beloved friends, these similarities are not accidental. Have
we not a striking illustration of the fact that Antichrist's 3}
years, as those in the ministry of the Lord Jesus, will conclude
with one “hour,” in which men whose place was not substitu-
tionarily taken by the Lord of Glory will be ¢ested, and found
wanting—in which, as of old, man’'s iniquity will reach its
height; but, overruling all, our glorious God will manifest
His own glorious ways! The “ hour” gone by ended with “ It
has been finished,” and our Saviour’s death; that which is to
come shall be marked by the “ It has become ™ of Revelation
16. 17, and His Kingdom. In the heavenly aspect, there will
be the Marriage Supper, as of old there was the Lord’s Supper,
nigh the beginning of this period. The apparent *conclusion”
of John's gospel in 12. 37-50, and the new beginning in r3.
i, with “His own " distinct from the “ His own" of 1. 11
may help to impress our hearts. And may the Holy Spirit
cause our deeper appreciation of the love so wonderfully re-
vealed, that our lives may be morc unto the praise of our
Triune God, and more, not less, in living, active hope of the
soon Coming of our adorable Lord Jesus.

CHAPTER 3.
SOME DIFFICULTIES.

It will be asked, ** Are there no dificuities if we accept the
interpretation that Zke Aour of Revelation 3. 10 etc. is distinct
from the ¢réibulation, and subsequent to it? " Through our
failures, and ignorance, we find cerfzin difficulties in almost
everything, and the writer, while rejoicing in Proverbs 8. §, ¢
as God’s own encouragement, would not suggest that every
believer, graciously released from some error, will at once have
every problem removed: we all learn slowly, yet, if we are
meek, our Father will teach us #is way (Ps. 235. 9). Is uot
this our experience?

11 The point is so important that believers will not regret a douhI;

stress by a more tabular view, going through the Book of Revela-
tion, with words emphasized.
Revelation. In the life of Christ.
3. 10, Temptation. Matthew 28, 40, 41.
11. 13, Earthquake. Matthew 27. 51,
14. 7. Judgment (18. 10). John 12, 31.
14. 15, Reaping with a sharp Swords, Matthew 26. 55, 51
sickle. (and 31).
17. 12, Authority. [.uke 22. 53,
18. 16,19, Desolation. Mauhew 23. 38.
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Many objections to the Coming of the Lord Jesus for His
bride after the tribulation are somewhat vague, or based on
Revelation 3. 10. Further evidence against them. is found in
the “last trump " of 1 Corinthians 15. 32, and in the fact that
the momentary resurrection of that verse must include those
slain under Antickrist (Rev. 20. 4). The important argument
from silence has, moreover, its due weight in this connexion.
Since Revelation 3. 1o must now be rightly explained o¢/erwise,
there remains #o promise at all of a rapture before the tribula-
tion. Surely dear children of God, who want Scripture for
everything, will take this to heart. All the seeming corrobora-
tions of an interpretation fall, if the ose promise on which it
rested has aemother Divine meaning. “ Probable Types,” based
on our “thinking,” can prowve nothing, they can only suppors.
And if Scripture does not warrant them, they must be rejected
as imaginations. If this were realized, ‘‘theories” as Anglo-
Israelism would disappear. Further, the promise of deliver-
ance from the Zour, after the ‘ridulation, would itself be
weakened, if the deliverance were actually 3} years beforel
The silence of Scripture as to axy rapture, or any resurrection
before the “first” (Rev. 20. §), becomes a wondrous witness
in such cases. O that we may be led by the Holy Spirit
never to add to God's truth.

But we would not wish to %ide difficulties. The marvel is
they are so few, in connexion with such an important change
of current belief. 77wt/ alone can stand prayerful investiga-
tion. It may be that the following lines will bring before
some the strongest apparent objections. God's glory, not merely
temporary and verbal victory, is the object of these meditations,
and frankness befits children of God. Moreover, some may
Jeel more restful if they see that the greatest difficulties can
be quietly pondered before the Lord. Every problem is an
invitation to a blessing, and this we humbly expect.

Revelation 17. 12 has, I suppose, the fullest “ difficuity,”
not from what it says, but from what it can be easily made to
suggest. Yet we mwust beware of reading anything into the
inspired words. The simplest explanation of the passage alone
would be that, in the last “hour,” Antichrist leads a certain
confederacy which makes war with the Lamb. “This is strictly
in accord with Zechariah 14, and @/l Scripture, and reveals
the unimproved nature of fallen man. It is plain this conflict
is mot¢ till the last “hour” has set in. “ Where then is the
problem ? "--may be the thought of not a few. In ,the
fact that in Revelation 13. 1 we seem to have ten kings
crowned itk Antichrist foriy-two months before the “ hour”
(5). But let us not be quick to decide. In Daniel 7 we find
there are fenz kings defore the beast (24): these are distin-
guished from those of Revelation 17. 12 (“receive authority
with the beast™), especially as . he plucks up ¢Aree of them.
Thus there are a! least two confederacies of fez. May ‘there
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not be more? \We remember the confusion brought through
an attempt to iZdentify the Lord’s addresses on the mount anc
plain (Matt. 5 and Luke 6), as if they werc one and the
same. Let us beware of a similar error. Morcover, the Holy
Spirit not only omits detailed stress on the horns in Revelation
13, but He leaves out the word “kings.”t5 This is not an
accident. Moreover in an earlier study (Chapter 1), we saw
that the confederacy of Psalm 83, which is fnal, includes
Amon, Edom, Moab, who are plainly against Antichrist only
a little time before (Dan. r11. 41). Thus here we have a
Jresk unity (Ps. 83. 4, 5), after tidings out of the east and
north have troubled the wilful king.'® Now we can see the
force of Revelation 17. 12 —“But receive AUTHORITY as
KINGS owne four with the beast.” the subsequent verses are
beforc Christ comes, and, therefore retrospective. * The horns
are zo! called kings there: they give their kingdom, not king-
domS, to the beast, and, further, the order of their actions is
suggestive. This interpretation may indeed clear up another
difficulty. In Psalm 83 we do zof find the great nations of
to-day, and in Revelation 18 some “ %inzgs o/ the earth,” at
least, arc viewed as eway from Antichrist, and near Babylon,
at the same time (verse 9). Satan will have gathered many
(Rev. 19. 19), but, it would seem, will be too late with others
(Rev. 16. 12-16). WIill not Isaiah 10, 8 then have its awful
illustration and fulfilment? Let us not forget the solemnizing
message of all these verses. Let our “study” be always for
the heart, and not omly in the head.

15 That they have subsidiary ** kingdoms " secms probable from the
term * diadems "'; the derivation of which is sadly suggestive of an
unholy unity.

16 At the beginning of his carcer, he plucks up three, at the close
adds three in another tenfold fellowship:—both alike contrasts with
Christ's three parabolic ten's, Matthew 25. 1, Luke 15. 8, and
especially Luke 19. 12-17. A sad type is seen in jeremniah 41. 1.

(I} the Lord will, to be continued).

“He hath said,” so that we may say (Heb. 13. 6): faith
is cver responsive, our gracious God has spoken first, yea,
and has loved first (1 John 4. 19): HE IS EVER FIRST.

“We" are to boldly say, *“The Lord is OUR Helper ":
nay, rather, “ The Lord is MY Helper,” for though wc rcjoice
that others share (" we "), and seek to be with others (2 Tim.
2. 22), our hearts rejoice in thc personal love of God. and
ITis personal care and interest, “ T will never leave THELR,
nor forsake THEFE ™ (Heb. 13. 6, ¢f. Rom. 8. 1, plural, 2
singular).
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“ W hatsoever [hings were wriltten aforeffmec were writlen
jor our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
Scripiures might have hope.” Romans 15. 4.

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION.

Z))ELIEV/]VG definitely in the Lord [esus Christ we accept

implicitly His festimony as fo Scripture (Matt. 4. 4, Luke
4. 4, John 10. 33), and recognizing His own testimony as to
the link of the earlier Scriptures with His own words (John s.
46, 47, cf. 2. 22), we rejoice lo study and emphasize every part
of the Old Testament, and would carnestly ask each believer
if ke (or she) has read all God's testimony there. ““WHAT-
SOEVER things were wrillen ajoretime™ were writlen for us,
and we cannot omil any without spiritual loss. Vot only do
we lose knowledge of God’'s gracions will and work, b{tt also
we lose ' patience ' and " comfort”  The floly Spirit is gra-
ciously willing to use ** all Scripture’ jor our profit (2 Tim. 3.
i5-17). IVith fhis thankful realization are these pages sent
[orih. .
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A Comparison of the Epistle to the Ephesians
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a cluster of camphire. '
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dominion, and every name
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The Song of Songs.
Because of the savour
of Thy good ointments,
Thy Name is as ointment
poured forth.

Ilis head is as the most
fine gold.
Thy feet...thine head.

His lips like lilies, drop-

ping sweet-smelling myrrh.

His mouth is most sweet.
The voice of my Beloved.

T.ove is strong as death.
Many waters cannot quench
love, neither can'the floods
drown it: if a man would
give all the substance of his
house for love, it would
utterly be contemned.

His left hand is under my
head, and His right hand
doth embrace me.

Thy love is better than
wine.

We will remember Thy
love more than wine.
Solomon (also in six other
p'aces, seven times men-
tioned in all),

Shulamith (meaning—Ilike
Solomon—DPeace).

The King hath brought
me into His (inner) cham
bers.

He brought me into the
house of wine (margin).
The time of the singing is
come.

The work of the hands of
a cunning workmar.

. 10.13. My lL.ove, my Fair One.

42
ch. ver.
1.

3. 11,
7. 1-5,
5. 13.
5. 16.
2, 8.
8. 6.
8. 7.
2. 6.
1. 2
1. 4.
1. 1.
. 13.
1. 4,
2. 4.
2, 12
7. 1.
2

6. 9.
6. 13.
6. 4.

My dove, my undefiled is
but one. She is the only
one of her mother. She
is the choice one of her
that bare her.

As it were the compuny
{or chorus) of two armies,

Thou art beautiful, O my
love, as Tirzah, comely as
Jerusalem.

ch. ver.
5 2.
1. 22,
1. 23.
2. 17,
2. 17,
3. 19,
5. 29,
5. 18,
2. 14.
1. 3.
2. 8.
5. 19,
2. 10
1. 1o.
3, 3.
4. 13.
2, 15,
2. 19.

~ Ephesians.
Christ ... A Sweet Swell
ing Savour.

Head over all things to

the church.
The church. which is His
body, the fulness of Him,

And came and preached
peace,

Came and preached peace.

The love of Christ which
passeth knowledge.

Nourisheth and cherisheth
it, even as the Lord the
church.

Be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess, but be
filled with the Spirit.

He is our Peace, Who
hath made both one.

In heavenly places in
Chnist,

In  heavenly places ip

Christ Jesus.

Psalms and hymns and
spiritual  songs, singing
and making melody in
your heart to the Lord.
For we are His work:
manship.

In one.

The unity of the Spirit.
The unity of the faith.

For to make in Himself
of twain one new man
so making peacc (see vv.
16 and 18),

Fellowcitizens
saints.

with  the
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ch. ver. The Song of Songs.

1. 17. Our house.

4.9 %O, 12. My sister, My spousc.

5.

4. 15. Believers said to be—A
fountain of gardens, a
well of living waters, and
streams from Lebanon.

4. 12- A garden ... Thy plants

14. an orchard of pomegran-

ates with pleaxsant fruits

. with  all trees of
frankinccnse.

7. 7. This thy statme is like to
a palm tree ..
clusters.

2. 8. 1 sat down under His
shadow with great delight,

8. 5. 1 raised thee up under the
apple tree.

4, 7. Thou art all fair, My love;
there is no spot in thee.

6. 10. Who is she that looketh
forth as the morning?

1. 15, Thou hast doves' cyes.

4. 9. Thou hast ravished My
heart with one of thine
eyes.

7. 4. Thine eyes like the fish-
pools of Heshbon.

4. 11. Thy lips. O My spouse,
drop as the honeycomb:
honey and nilk are under
thy tongue.

4, 3, Thy lips arc like a thread
of scarlet and thy speech
is comely.

7. 1. The joints of thy thighs

are like jewels.

OF SCRIPTURE. 43
ch. ver. Ephesians.
2 19. Of the household of God.

5. 31, 32. Joined unto his wife . . .

3. 8
3. 19,
3. 17.
4. 15.
5 9.
4. 13,
2. 6

5. 25, 27. Christ

1. 1s8.
4. 15.
4. 25,
4. 29
4. 16,

T"his is a great wmystery,
but I speak concerning
Christ and the church.
I'he unsearchable riches
of Christ. (** Christ in you,
the Hope of glory ™ Col.
1.27)

Filled into all the tulness
of God.

Rooted and grounded in
love.

May grow up into Him in
all things.

I'or the fruit of the Light
is in all goodness and
righteousness and truth,
Unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of
the Christ.

Raised us up together and
made us sit together.

also loved the
church, and gave Himself
for it;...that He might
present it to Himself a
glorious church, not hav-
ing spot or wrinkle or
any such thing, but that
it should be holy and
without blemish.

The eves of your heart
being enlightened, that ye
may know.

Speaking the truth in love.
Speak every man truth
with his neighbour.

L.et no cotrupt communica-
tion proceed out of your
mouth. but that which is
zood to the use of edify-
ing. that it may minister
grace to the hearers.
‘The whole body fitly
joined together und com-
pacted by that which every
joint supplieth.

1. 22.23. The church which is His

tody.
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ch. ver. The Song_ot Songs. ch. ver. Ephesians.
7. 1. How beautiful are thy [6. 15. Your feet shod with the
feet with shoes, O prince's preparation of the gospel

daughter. of peace.

4. 4. Thy neck is like the tower | 2. 20-22, Built . . . building . . .
of David, builded for an builded together.
armoury. 4. 12. The building up of the

10. T am a wall body of Christ,

I'he tower of David...an | 6, 11,13, The whole armour of
armoury, whereon there 16. God - The shield of
hang a thousand bucklers, faith.

all shields of mighty men.

3. 1. By night on my bed I|5 14. Wherefore He saith,
sought Him Whom my Awake, thou that sleep-
soul loveth: I sought Him est, and arise from the
but I found Him not. dead, and Christ shall

5. 2. I sieep, but my heart give thee light.
waketh. It is the voice of
my Beloved That knock-
eth, saying, Open to Me.

8. 6. 'Setv me as a seal upon [ 1. 13. Ye were sealed with that
Thine heart, as a :eal Holy Spirit of promise.
upon Thine arm. 4. 30. The Holy Spirit of God,

Whereby ye are sealed

unto the day of redemp-

lion.

Eallle
'S

“ Thou Therefore.” *‘But Thou.”
¢'T*HOU THEREFORE. my son, be strong in the that
T is in Christ Jesus.” ) Rrace
__"THOU THEREFORI:, endurc hardness as a good soldier
ol Jesus Christ.”
M BUT THOU hast fully known my doctrine, manner of
life, purpose, faith, long-sulfering:, charity, patience, persecutions,
afflictions.” ’

*“ But continue THOU in the things which thou hast learned
and hast been assured of."”

“BUT watch THOU in all things, endure afflictions, do the

work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.”
2 Tim. 2. 1, 3, 3. 10, 14, 4. 5.
. The holy principle of personal definiteness, and uncompromis-
Ing contrast with this age, applies to us all, even though the
Holy Spirit gave the message first to Timothy, and the last verse
(4. 5) shows its peculiar application to brethren whom the Lord
raises up for His work in days after *‘ the foundation of apostles
and prophets *’ (Eph. 2. 20}, in fulfilment of the gracious promise
that some of the gifts of Ephesians 4. 11, 12 will remain ** till
we all come in{to) the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ ”’ (Eph. 4. 13).

God delights in fulness, and assaciates this word with the
Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
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Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep.
(Continned.)

Verse 13 continues in connexion with “ the hireling.” It
is very evident how deeply the Lord felt concerning this.
The earlier Scriptures (Ezek. 34) have already shown the
same attitude, and the fullest recorded example of imitating
the Lord Jesus (1Cor. 11.1) in the New Testament presents
the exact contrast with the spirit of the hireling (1 Cor. 9. 18,
1 Thess. 2. 5-y, &c., &c.). “ But the HIRELING fleeth be-
cause he is an HIRELING ": the repetition of the descriptive
word is impressive, and the language used states an important
principle. What we “do” is the fruit of what we ““are.” In
like manner, “* Out of the abundance of THE IIEART the
mouth speaketh” (Matt. 12. 34), and as a man * thinketh in
his HEART, so is he” (Prov. 23. 7). It is well to be
searched. What “are” WE in reality? The question is not
only “* What are our actions on special occasions?” * Beingl”
includes more than “ doing.” 1If one “IS” a hireling, the
hireling-attitude comes out. God IS love, and His love must
appear. Fle gave and gives. The Lord Jesus said, “ [ AM
the Good Shepherd,” and was not His shepherding love
graciously displayed? Nor has He changed. His sheep can
depend on Him.

Of the hireling we read “ And careth not for the sheep.”
Yet more forcibly, “ There is not a care to him concerning the
sheep.” The same expression is found in a very blessed con-
trast in 1 Peter 5. 7 © For there is a care belonging to Him
concerning you.”* Yes, the unforced love of our gracious
Father, and of our tender Shepherd should awaken our con-
fidence, and love. And next we should ask ourselves, Have
those of us who know Him learnt to feel the same innate
“care” for His own? Paul said of Timothy, ‘I have no man
likeminded, who will naturally (genuinely; care for your
state: for all seek their own (the attitude of the hireling), not
the things which are jesus Christ's’ (Phil. 2. 20, 21).

Every emphasis on the failure of men leads up to the con-
trasted glory of Christ, so this passage continues “ I am the
Shepherd, the Good One, and know My sheep, and Mine
know Me” (literally). The word “know" means far more
than acquaintance (see 2 Tim. 2. 19), but it does include a
personal intimate acquaintance with each one, so that the Lord
Jesus will not allow any to be missing. To the hirelng the
sheep are simply “a flock”: to the Shepherd each one is
precious. Ah, dear troubled believer, the Lord Himself knows
you and takes an interest in you, and the driven away, and
broken and sick are the very ones for whom He specially
cares (Ezek. 34. 16, cf. 1 Cor, 12. 22, 23). How real is His

* The same word is helpfully, and searchingly, used in Jobn 1i2. 6,
note also Luke 10. 40.
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love. Have you and I the right response to it?—“AND MINE
KNOW ME.” As with love, so with knowledge, His is first
(1 John 4. 19), but ours should be second.

Absence of fruit dishenours the root. Do we KNOW Him
—mnot to boast of this (Gal. 4. 9), but with the love that
fears to grieve Him (1 Cor. 8. 3, 2 Pet. 3. 18)?

“ As the Father knoweth Me, even so know 1 the IFather”
(verse t5). “ According as " would be a precious study in the
gospel according to John, and the epistles (e.g. 14. 31, 15. g,
io, 12, 17. 2, 11, 14, 16, 18, 21, 22, 23; 1 John 3. 2, 3, 7,
4. 17). The mutual love and knowledge of the Father and
the Son are here strikingly before us. The inner and intimate
knowledge is seen as perfect, and we call to mind such words
as “in the bosom of the Father,” and, with regard to the
blessed unity in the days of His flesh, “ the Father loveth the
Son, and showeth Him all things that ITimself ‘doeth " '(John
5. 20). Into the intimacy of this knowledge none can intrude.
* No man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knowcth
any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever
the Son will reveal Him ™ (Matt. r1. 27). It is a mercy that
we have a privilege by revelation (see also Matt. 16. 17, Gal.
I.16). And the two thoughts of John 6. 45. 14. 6 are precious
“ Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of
the Father cometh unto Je,” © No man cometh unto the Father
but by Me.” The added words in John ro. 15 associate the
death of the Lord Jesus with this perfect knowledge. This
was the will of the Father, but it was ecqually the joy of the
Son, and thus was there no difference of love or purpose. A
created being could not have presented the sacrifice, without
making the love and gift of God the lesser, and without
diminishing our wholehearted gratitude to God, but the Deity of
our beloved Lord shines out in all His voluntary covenant
obligations, and we behold the inseparable oneness of His
love with the Father’s. It is all so wonderful. KNOWING
absolutely, and KNOWN absolutely, He laid down His life for
the sheep, and thus our redemption is absolutely secured.
There can be no uncertainty: there werc no unknown factors:
contingency cannot come in to mar grace.

But may we not also link verse 15 with 14?7 “ According
as " does not only mean the degree, but it can, in certain con-
texts, indicate the ground and character of the knowledge.
Thus we have the Shepherd knowing the sheep, and the sheep
knowing Him, in accord with the Father's knowledge of Him,
and His knowledge of the Father:—a beautiful fourfold know-
ing, and ours is through His. Is it not ever w? Ah, we
should never have Deen brought to know Him, had there not
been His own work. Our knowledge, moreover, takes its char-
acter from His: it is marked by love, and nearness. We may
know a man by sight, but we know our Shepherd’s heart. Do
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we not wish to know Him more, with the spontancous con-
fidence of a timid sheep?

“T lay down My life for the sheep.” \e have already
thought of these words, but cannot think too much of them.
Verses 11, 15, 17, 18 have been read, all having the same
message. The Son of God loved, and gave IIIMSELF (Gal.
2.20). Twice in Ephesians 3 is this Divinely emphasized
(verses 2 and 25). Do we show forth the fruit of His work?
“Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purify unto Zimsel/ a pcculiar people, zealous of
googi [works " (Tit. 2. 14). What manner of persons cught we
to be i

(/] the Lord will, to be continued)

“THE HOUR.”
(Continued)

Secondly a reader will suggest that the 31 years can after
all be viewed as one %owr, because there are twelve hours in
the day (John 1r1. 9), and the day of temptation in the
wilderness was 40 years (Heb. 3. 8). We would not argue
as to 3} or 3%, but would at once suggest prayerful thought
before grasping at such “illustrations.” These have no weight
against direct Scriptural exposition. On the other hand, we
gladly acknowledge that the Holy Spirit by use of certain
similar words will help us in study of the passages together.
The 3} years will be a time of temptation as the twelve times
longer testing period between Christ’s death and the destruction
of Jerusalem.—An hour of temptation, indeed, but not “ ke
hour of temptation ™ of prophecy. There are many preparatory
parallels.  Strikingly during “the hour” they will be dealt
with in a new way, and differently as Revelation 7. 1~8
blessedly shows. The “hour” is for those who “ dwell on the
earth.”'?  To make the hour a period of years, or to identify
it with the tribulation is impossible in the sections concerning
the seals and trumpets and signs, as well as in Revelation 18.
To oppose these clear indications from God, and give a forced
interpretation to ch. 3. 1o would be out of harmony with the
whole book.

It is somewhat interesting to see the appointed parallel
with Israel’s 40 years of temptation in the 40 days of Matthew
4. 2. Thus the Lord Jesus had a contrast with Israel's day.
as well as His “hour.” It is noteworthy that we do find 31
literal days in close connexion with the ending of Antichrist’s
rule (Rev. 11. r1). We would not say, “ The hour will reach
this length,” but it is interesting to compare Scripture with

17 These heart-searching words, as to Antichrist’s followers; the con-
trast of a heavenly people, may be traced through Revelation 6. 10,
8. 13, 11. 10, 12, 12, 13. 8, 12 14, 17. 2, 8. See the opposite in
13. 6.



48 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

Scripturc the more so as Revelation 11. 13 contains a third
“ difficulty.” s the hour here a distinct one, and before the
seventh trumpet? We would suggest that this difficulty too,
though a minor one, may be helpfully met. Revelation 10,
1-11. 13 is plainly parenthetic, its beginning plainly preceding
the sfx¢k trumpet, as 11. 1-3 indicates, though in the record
inserted after 9. 14. Elsewhere we are shown that the “ hour”
begins with a great earthquake (Rev. 6. 12-17), and termin-
ates with one yet greater (Rev. 16. 18). Hence 11. 14 may
look back before the parenthesis to ¢. 21 (cf. 9. 12), and
lead on to the climax of 11. r5. If this is not the solution,
and if the hour of r1. 13 is distinet, it would not invalidate
the .interpretation of other passages, yet it would somewhat
obscure the harmony of the book as a whole, and I rather
think any other explanation would cause more difficulties in
chapter 11 itself. Parentheses are common in Scripture.

Another fourth difficulty may be found by some in 1 John
2. 18. “Little children, it is the last time,” literally “ hour.”
Probably most believers, however, will be helped by this
passage. The Holy Spirit always uses or omits the article
with perfect wisdom, and here it is #o¢ “ THE hour.” “4 last
hour™ was granted, and the “wrath came anticipatively”
(pbdve) in 1 Thessalonians 2. 16. Many types of future judg-
ment were granted in the period which reached its climax at
the Wdestruction of Terusalem. So “a last hour " is herc linked
with “ many Antichrists,” but “ the last hour " with the Anti-
christ himself. Thus God gave a definite warning, and His
mercy shines out. Seeing that we know these things are
surely coming, what manner of persons ought we to be: and
how grateful our hearts should feel for so great a salvation
from so great a death in our beloved lLord and Saviour, for
IViom we wait, and to Whom our louging., loving prayer
should ever be “Come, Lord Jesus.”

(7] the Lord will, to be continued).

“Thon hast left thy first love.” I1low searching are such
worcds, personally searching. One notices the tendency to
quote or allude to them with un alteration. Many of us have
spoken of “ losing " the first love. Thanks he unto God, this
is not the statement. There is the opportunity, there is the
gracious invitation to go back to the place where one was at
the first ((ren. 13. 4), and to return to that which has been
“left.” *Left” but not destroyed, *“left " Dbut still to be
found. O fellow believers, let us claim reviving humbly and
reverently, and let us thank our Heavenly Father for the
tender gentieness of the Lord’s word © left.”

Copies from Meeting Room: 61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, London, E.7T.
Correspondence welcome, "Phone: Maryland 2196.

Norman, Hopper and Co., Ltd., Printers, Boleyn Castle, Upton Park, E.13.

student-thoughts.com

r b
VOL, XXXIIl. No. 7. JULY, 1835, FREL.

The Student

of Scripture.

] Edited by Percy W. Heward.
L

“He sent Redemption unto His people:
He hath commanded His Covenant for ever:
Holy and Reverend is His Name,
The Fear of the Lord is the RBeginning of wisdom:
A Good Understanding have all they that do them:
His praise endureth for ever” Psalm 111. 9, 10.

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION.

OW good and how pleasavt, are the above words. (od's
infinile grace skines out. Redewmplion was needed, ond
plenteous redemplion is granted (Psalm 13o. 7, Eph. 1. 7),
and God's holiness is in no way diminished. [t is our privilege
to honour Him: the words ** Reverend " and * Fear " are from
the same root. In view of His everlasting covenant (Heb. 13.
20, 21} should not His children ardently desire to do His will,
and that whick is well pleasing in His sight? [t is remarkable
how inuch of these verses is before wus in Hebrews 13, 7That
(rod may be glorified in the realization of this standpoint, by
the gracious, and continved, inworking of the loly Spirit are
these pages sent forth. [What shall be thez jruil in onr lives?

CONTENTS — Page
Illness and a Fall .., 43
* The Sum of All the Congregation ™ ... 51
“The Hour "' (conciuded) ... 52
Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep (continued) 5

Illness and a Fall.y

VERYTHING physical seems intended by God to instruct

us spiritually. I we enjoy natural eyesight, let us not
forget the cyes of our heart (Eph. 1. 18). The healing miracles
of the Lord Jesus were surely pictures of His gracious and mighty
works for the souls of men, and truly those who are brought to
Him have their cyes opened (Acts 26. 18), and their ears
opened to hear the voice of the Son of God. No longer are they
lame, but can run the way of God's commandments. Indeed,
the very word for ** healing ” is that which is used for * saving.”’
\We remember the Divine link in Mark 2. 1-12, and the message
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of Mark 5. 34, ‘* Thy faith hath made thee whole (saved thee) ;
go in peace.” In accord with this, we are made conscious that
the various discases of that body which is fearfully and wonder-
fully made, have, cach and all, spiritual parallels. Thus we
lcarn more of the diversities of sins, and of the need for grow-
inig up into Christ in all things, for spiritual health. We do not
wish to be oncsided in our inner health. It is blessed to run as
well as to see, and to talk as well as to hear. And God has
given the food and medicine of His Own words of truth with
this purpose. How dangerous is a spiritual *‘ cold,”” and how
real is heart weakness in many a Christian experience. An¢
this reminds us that some believers seem always weak, and not
a few bed-ridden. In other cases, there is a more sudden
attack, and unexpected disease; although the preparations lead-
ing up to it may have been longer than we realize. How definitely
also these things cast us on the Great Physician, although we
are grateful for His gracious use of the care and ‘‘ nursing
of one another, even as the Chief Shepherd uses under-shepherds
on whom He has bestowed gifts.

This meditation leads us up to the impressive thought that
there are two main divisions of physical affliction, an illness and
an accident. The former may be more or less chronic or quite
exceptional, and sometimes there is a suddenness as with an
-epidémic. RBut; as we have seen, often there is a period, whereas
a fall is definitely in a moment, amid normal strength. Is there
2 parallel as to this also? Possibly not altogether. It is
probable that when we seem to behold a sudden crisis of spiritual
failure, there has been a preparation, unseen but real, as with
many a business firm or with an electric light that fails to shine.
Peter’s denial was preceded by pride. Hence the parallel with
a disease and its incubation, seems more common. O how often
there is a cause, and we need to pray the praver of Psalm 1g,
“ Cleanse thou me from secret faults '’ immediately followed
by ‘“ Keep back Thy servant also from presumptuous sins”
(verses 12. 13). But even if the parallel is not complete, there
is much to search our hearts in this enquiry. When we notice
that some decar children of God are weak, and always ailing
spiritually, whereas others seem rohust, and then a sad change
take place, and they err sadly in doctrine, or grieve God's Holy
Spirit much by some action, whereby dishonour is grievously
done to His Holy Name, what is God’s message to our hearts?
Is it not a call to deep humility, to remind us that how-
ever long we have known the Lord and however much we
have grown in grace, there is a danger of a fall, as soon as
our eves are off the Lord? Tt is only by constant and consistent
faith we stand. These words do not suggest that sin should he
excused because we are all liable to it. Far otherwise, they
indicate the need for true exercise of soul that we may not seif-
richteously condemn others, and then fail in like manner, but
that we may be kept lowly, in the only safe place, at the feet
of our beloved lord.
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““The Sum of all the Congregation,”
In Numbers 26.

HA LL Scripture is given by Inspiration of God,"” and there is

~_no unnccessary word, God is the God of order. The
repetitions of Numbers 7, and of this chapter, we should *‘ natur-
ally ’ have avoided. lLet us realize, therefore, God’s cmphasis
on little things, and on regularity. But the passage has other
thoughts, which cut deeply, in our experience of ourselves and
of His work. We compare with Numbers 1 and 2: the total
is very similar (1. 36, 26. 31), and yet in some cases there is
marked increase (e.g., 1. 29 with 26. 23, and 1. 35 with 26. 34).
On the other hand, the ** double fruitfulness ’’ of Ephraim, in
blessing, was not manifested till later (1. 33 with 26. 37): let
us not be discouraged as to '‘ waiting ”’ times, concerning
God's promise, but let us scarch our ways to sce if sin'is a
hindrance as to our receiving to-day. But a still greater decline
is seen in one tribe, namely Simeon, from 59,300 to 22,z200.
Is there a key? We remember a judgment in Exodus 32. 28, and
blessing to Levi: so that afterwards God caused this tribe to
be used in blessing: but the onc associated in Genesis 49. g is
here still laid low. Was there some special judgment reminding
of Exodus 32, with this effect? Certainly the prince who defied,
in Numbers 25. 6, was ‘‘ a prince of a chief house among the
Simeconites ” (verse 14). * Fellowship >’ in the tribe often ran
strong : we think of Benjamin in Judges 20, and learn the danger
of following onc another, to do evil. This is searching. And the
spared number of Simeon is striking: is it not a third part of
666 multiplied by a hundred? God speaks,—yes, in everything.
Have we noticed that all the individual cases of death, before us
in Numbers 26, remind of sin? Somewhat differently in the
overruling of grace, and its overflowing, we find Rahab, Ruth,
and the wifc of Uriah, as the women mentioned in the genealogy
of Matthew 1. No ‘* historical »’ details are bare records: God
speaks to our consciences. In Numbers 26 we see Dathan and
Abiram (verses g and 10), Er and Onan (verse 19), and Nadab
and Abihu (verse 6o). Remarkably the firstborn, the kingly
tribe, and the priestly, and these in the case of firstborn (as
Cain) are in froot of us, that no ** flesh ”’ should glory in God’s
presence. But again we realize that, though sin abounded,
grace overflowed, in God's sovereignty for ¢ the children (sons)
of Korah died not,”’ and the only heading in the psalms which
is found for *‘ sons '’ is the oft-repeated one, ‘‘ For the sons of
Korah,”—11 times, a number linked with worship. One family
was spared in the flood, and one in Jericho, and one family is
belore us here. The enemy cannot destroy praise, nor could he
cut off the kingly tribe, whence our Lord Jesus, in love’s con-
descension, sprang, nor the priestly family. There are cver the
two classes, as we have seen in the division of Simeon and Levi,
though together in Genesis 49, and we think of the two
malefactors in Luke 23 and the line of demarcation, and then
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we rejoice in the merey to Eleazar and Ithamar, when Nadab
and Abihu ** died.” Death throughout the book of Numbers is
scarching. At once passages like 16. 49 and 21. 6 come to
mind, nor can we forget 33. 38. Scripture is scarching, but
evervthing leads us to the Lord Jesus Christ, cven as chapter
16 1s followed by the resurrection-budding of one Rod, and
Aaron, ** not suffcred to continue '’ reminds us of the ** Priest
for ever after the order of Meclchisedec.”” O that He may
become dear to our hearts!

“THE HOUR.”
(Concluded.)

CHAPTER 4.

THE PRACTICAL POWER OF A RIGHT INTERPRETATION,
: AND A CONCLUDING APPEAL.

In the grace of our God, we have seen that “the hour of
the testing " of Revelation 3 is a//er the tribulation, and that,
if we arc “in Christ Jesus,” we shall not even enter that
gloomy and solemn season of wrath and judgment, but shall
have been already caught up to meet our Lord in the air. We
have thought of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, and, in
passing, of the glorious reigning with Christ, which are held
out as prospects for the redeemed, whom He has purchased
with His precious blood. We have seen that an erroneocus
interpretation, often entwined around good intentions, adds
to ‘God's promises, and so really takes from them, and hinders
the truc perception of His teaching. I believe we may go
further: though from the loving hearts of those who have, alas,
cmbraced this error, there has been muc/ devotion to the Lord,
i spite of the error, it has, nevertheless, considerably weak-
ened the usefulness unto Him of not a few.

Are there not believers, living with some worldliness, who
yet proclaim the return of the Lord Jesus, dejore the tribula-
tion? Are there not others, who settle down, either in Christen-
dom’s ruin, or in a measure of disorganization, because of
thinking that Christ’s any-moment Coming is the only reviving
to be sought? But 2 Peter 3. 9, as to wandering believers
(“usward,” or “you-ward’), is so clear otherwise. Truth
sanctifies, and the absence of parts of truth involves a certain
absence of spiritual experience.  And, further, there has becen

a tendency to speak lightly, or even unkindly, of those who.

have differed as to the order of prophecy, and to say, “ Ah,
you cxpect signs, not Christ.” Such a manner has held back
many from the study of God’s will, and has produced “ camps "
of opposite opinions, instead of encouraging a disciple-like
gathering together, and a humbling before God, to come to
oneness of mind.

We would not say that the perception of God's truth in
this matter ensures an all-round, spiritual unworldliness, but,
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realized in the Holy Spirit, it showld have this effect more and
more. All realization of God's instruction is partial:—we know
in part. Nevertheless, truth, because it is truth, is precious
and resultful, not only on the lines on which it primarily leads,
but throughout the believing life, even as food nourishes the
whkole body, though bone, and flesh, and energy be so distinct,
in appearance, from materials used to build them up. Beloved
friends, if we see the Lord's own teaching about the hour, do
we not feel anew the fulness of His work for us? His life
closed with the “hour,” and He endured wrath: this dis~
pensation shall close in like manner, but from wrath we are
graciously freed. Tribulation is our portion, but zof wrath
'(I Thess. 3. 3, 5, 9). We do not come into judgment, being
in Christ Jesus (John 3. 24). Grace is, indeed, wondrous.

But there are many around us who wrongly conceive that
this view of “the Blessed Hope " prevents true watching. Is
1t not our privilege to answer their objection by our lfves?
Faith, we say, is not mere calculation. We do not look for
intervening events, we do not really “look " for events at all,
but for Christ. We would be looking o unto Him. Doubtless
we fail in this simplicity toward Himself, but would earnestly
desire it. Spiritual hope should be, and is, independent of
circumstances. It is blessed to realize that God has so ar-
ranged that only true believers, walking in the Holy Spirit,
can fruly watch for Christ. Ordinary hope cowld anticipate
that which is immediate in the way in which we are asked to
anticipate; but for this, with affection toward those who ask
us, we must say we find mo warrant in the revelation of God.

The practical power of a right interpretation may be feit
the more when we see that any other belief, though more
naturally enjoyable, is apt to lead us away from suffering, and
away from exactness in Scripture study to “seeming” types
and “ possible ”” hints. Grace often counteracts these influences,
but they are existent nevertheless. O that we may be kept
back from sin in these matters, and live as saved ones should,
unto the praise of God’s grace. :

Possibly some children of God to whom these thoughts
are partly new may be willing to re-read these notes, almost
immediately, as ever with auz oper Bible. They are asked to
observe that the interpretation takes account of @i/ references
to “the hour” in the Book of Revelation. Can any other
interpretation be said so to do? Further, they are asked to
ponder why, if the usual identification of the tribulation and
the “hour ” is a fact, no Scripture can be found to prove or
suggest this. The more generally held view as to the order of
prophetic events scems to rest very largely on three things.—

(i) The assumption that the tribulation is the time of God's
wrath, and cannot therefore be fitting for a heavenly
people.
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(ii) The supposition that the Holy Spirit will be taken away
before the man of sin is revealed.

(iii) The thought that believers are promised deliverance
from the tribulation because they will not be left for
“the hour” of Revelation 3. ro.

But strikingly the Holy Spirit uses more than one word
for “wrath,” and expressly omits these very words when
speaking of the tribulation: i.e. omits with regard to God’s
wrath. Hence the true inference is very different from that
of most.

As to the second point there is no mention of the Holy
Spirit in 2 Thessalonians 2. 7, nor are the words “ taken” and
“out of the way' found in the simple statement of the
Original. “Taken” is “become,” and “out of the way” is
“out of the midst,” a rising up of Antichrist being before
us.18 As to the £%ird opinion, we have seen that this, too, is
without a Scripture foundation. Should we not be deeply con-
cerned when any interpretation depends primarily on assump-
tions which are directly against the Scripture use of words,
and on an erroneous translation? Every thoughtful believer
should feel how important this is, and the remarkable similarity
of all these insecure props would seem to suggest that the true
interpretation, which is obscured thereby, is something very
precious for the life and witness of believers, and therefore
the enemy would keep us from realizing it, if he can. And
surely this is so, for if we see God's emphasis on true revival
in view of the Lord’s Coming, how precious it will be to
His glory, and for our spiritual profit (2 Pet. 3. 9). The
devil hates repentance and hates revival.

It is not expected that the exposition, humbly and hope-
fully sent forth, will meet with immediate genera! acceptance
Indeed Matthew 24. 26, shows that a belief in a secret coming,
and presumably before the tribulation has run its course, may
remain among some till near the end. Far be it from us to
link dear children of God with those whose sins are found in
Matthew 24. 26, but the thought is this—The error THERE may
well be Satan’s development from certain errors NOw. Surely
believers do not wish to hold anything that is against God's
Revelation, and to be made a basis for such an evil develop-
ment Tenderly, yet earnestly, would the writer ask for prayer-
ful pondering of the Scripture ouce more, and if any belief
does not stand this test, however many godly men have held
it, let there be a definite setting aside, that “the Blessed
Hope,” in its primitive glory, may have a right hold on our
hearts and spiritual affections, and that, in the Holy Spirit,
we may, pray with ever increasing love, “ Come, Lord Jesus,’,—
and likewise make known, by life and lip, that “the Coming
of the Lord draweth zigkt” (Jas. 5. 8).

13 A booklet giving other passages where (God uses the same words

gladly sent.
Sec note on page 56 as to these articles.
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Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep.

(Continued)
Obseil"ve‘the language used by the Holy Spirit, “ I place
My soul,” “ Covenant” is from the same root, and in 1 Peter

2.6 we have the firmly placed Foundation Stone. There was
a definiteness, and there is a certainty, in the work of Christ
He Who set His face like a flint (Isa. 50. 7, cf. Luke g. 51)
will not fail (John 6. 29, 40). The word “soul” reminds of
Lev1t1cps 17. 11, “ The soul of the flesh is in the dlood, and 1
have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement upon
your souls.” Praise be unto God, His soul was given for ours
and in the precious symbolism of the Lord’s Supper, we see
the two tokens of His sinless body and of His precious blood
in the soul (Deut. 12. 23). He withheld nothing. He would
do everything for the sheep, even for those “ given " to Him.
The practical bearing of such love is seen in 1 John 3. 16.
“ We ought to lay down our souls for the brethren '’ (cf. Rom.
16. 4). Not that we bear God's judgment. OQur sphere is not
on the altar (Lev. 2. 12), but outside the camp, bearing His
reproach (Heb. 13. 12, 13). The Holy Spirit definitely dis-
tinguishes. In atonement He was alone. But the life of a
believer is to be transfigured. The twofoldness of our Lord's
wqu Is seen in I Peter 2. 21-23, and our privilege to “ follow
His steps,” and to be rejected is set forth: but He alone “ dare
our sins in His own body.” Onesidedness is ever the attempt
of the enemy: full orbed truth shows our full redemption, but
ever has a practical note. The current denial of atonement is
the setting aside of the only way whereby we, as redeemed
ones, can follow His precious example. '
. “And other sheep I have.” The loving interest, the
intense interest of the Lord Jesus in His people, saved from
all nations, cver shines out. He delighted to speak of them,
And the many ““anticipations " of Gentile believers, in the Old
Testament, are before us—in the Gentile brides of Isaac, Joseph
and Moscs, in the deliverance of Rahab, and the inclusion of
“Ruth the Moabitess,” and the promise to Ebed-Melech, in
the references to the “stranger,” in such verses as Zechariah
6. 15, and in the blessing to the Gibeonites “the Nethinim ™
especiaily. “I have”: the Lord’s possession is marked out
yea, cven before they are brought (John 6. 43, 17. o, IO).,
Ephe§1ans 1. 3 stands sure. “Which are not (out) of this
fold ": no relation to Judaism, and not brought, via Judaism,
as the proselytes of old (Ex. 12. 43-43). Thus the term
‘sheep " is not limited to Israel, nor to Israclite believers.
“Them also I must bring.” The word “those” comes from
the roct of “there’: it sometimes emphasizes distance, as in
verse 6 where it may suggest the moral distance of those in
spiritual darkness. But we rejoice in verse 16: we were far
off, but are made near by the blood of Christ. The “ must’s™
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of redemption in this gospel are very precious, e.g. 3. 74 T4
And how beautiful are the two which suggest the salvation of
Gentiles (4. 4, and 10. 16). The Lord Jesus will not fail,
nor be discouraged. Hence there is the Divine * bringing,”
and we call to mind Luke 15. 5, 6, and also Hebrews 2. 16.
Redeemed ones shall not be left halfway.. There is no room
for boasting: we “came " because we were.“brought” (1 Pet.
2. 25). “And they shall hear My voice.” God’s grace ever
works within: we were not dragged in our state of dcath,
but were caused to love the Shepherd. The beginning is ever
linked with hearing His Voice ( John 3. 25),and the continuance
in the same (John 10. 27).

O that our daily attitude may illustrata this. The true
sheep in Israei’s fold recognized the Shepherd’s “ yoice,” and
the same characteristic is to be found in His people from the
Gentiles. Such are attracted to Him, not to a fold, a religion,
or a system. Here is a helpful principle, and test for our love,
“ And there shall decome one flock.” This is the precious
assured goal: but faith should ever scek to enjoy miniature
anticipations (Eph. 4. 3). The enemy hates the unity of God’s
children, but our Father delights im it (Ps. 133. 1-3). The
enemy would seek to substitute a Babylonian unity and friend-
ship with the world (James 3. 4). May we be separated to
the Lord, in the work of the Houly Spirit. [t is very strange
that the A.V. renders “one fold.” The word is quite distinct,
and is never so rendered elsewhere, and can only mean a flock,
a living unity-a precious collective singular mour, containing
the very same letters as the next word “ Shepherd.” Nor is
this strange, we live because He lives, and all we have is
from Him.

(1} the Lord will, to be continued)

Acts 3. 6 is striking. “ Silver and gold have I none.”
Almsgiving left a man a beggar: “ religion " cannot go beyond
almsgiving, but the gospel of the grace of God does not merely
give an external thing, and leave a man where he is: the Lord
puts new power within to rise, yea, to walk, nor is leaping
without its spiritual parallel of glad praise.

When we remember the love (Song 1. 4, 8. 6) of the Lord
how small is our love. It is so precious to know that He
sees our love, and makes it grow.

The articles on “The Hour™ can be obtained in booklet form. The
Lord graciously used the study to help the writer much in the prayerful
perusal of the prophetic Scriptures, and the importance of the subjeci
as to the reviving which God has promised has heen emphasized. May
the fruit be more earnest watching. © Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

Copies from Meeting Room: 61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, London, E.7.
Correspondence welcome. 'Phone: Maryland 2196.
Norman, Hopper and Co., Ltd., Printers, Boleyn Castle, Upton Park, E.13.
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The Lord will perfect that whick concerneth me: Pl
mercy, O Tord endureth jor ewer: Jorsake not the works of
Thine own hands.” Psalm 138. 8

A Word of Introduction.

A G'AIJV', t}zm‘zkful Jor mercy we send jorth a little help to

God's children—not only in knowledge (may it be the
knowledge of Ilimself, John 17, 3, 2 Pet. 3. 18) dut in o daih-
wal%e of love, separation and obedience to please Him. It u
so important to be concerned as to revival and testimon ¥, fn
Ol't'i{’f that those who are in Christ may grew up into Him z'/; a!?
things, All-ronnd spirituad growth., and deliverance j‘rom }liv_'
propar/:io_u_(md onesidediess should be our huimble prayer, 7 e
Holy .Spmt_ never leads to disproportion, And hore ﬁ;:im"oux ;‘v
the em_plm.szs in Scripture on His work as to concord : an mmmi'
sows discord among brethren, s il impossible jor children of
God lo come logether, recognizing llis will and secking .S‘(‘r"ﬂ{
tural assemblies, with their Lord Jesus exalted in the midst zzl/m’
hnman traditions denied, and iwith simple, dad obodience, a -
cording fo the patlern? " . e
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Fhou shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizim and the Page
curse upon mount Ehbal’ .

“Under His Shadow ™ .. .o oot
* In Like Manner” 61
Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep (continue('l) 63

“Thou shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizi
and the curse upon mount Ebal” (Deut. xt:n zgf_“z““'

“In mount Ebal ... and there shalt th i
altar unto the Lord thy God"” (Deut. 27, 4’0‘;)?“11(1 an

. Ch.rist hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a Curse for us; for it is written
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” '

(Gal. 3. 13, with Deut. 21. 23),

OUR hearts adore when we meditate upon the foreshadowings

of the Lord Jesus. It is deeply interesting that all the
above verses come in Deuteronomy, a book thrice quoted in the
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temptation in the wilderness, and consequently attacked, and char-
acterized as a forgery by the so-called “ Higher Criticism.”
Joshua fulfilled the Divine appointment :—“ Then Joshua built
an altar unto the Lord God of Israel in mount Ebal,” and the
solemn reading of the law followed. We should have naturally
put the altar on mount Gerizim . . . the mount of blessing.
but ““as for God, His way is perfect.”

A Sinless One mus? bear our sins, or we cannot be saved.
That is the point, He Who knew no sin was made sin, a
Sin-offering, for us (2 Cor, 5. 21). [t is deeply important to
see that the Holy Spirit emphasized everything here by a
double vecord. The statements that no man dare lift up any
tool on the altar stones, and that the laws of God are written
upon them, are found both in Deuteronomy 27 and Joshua 8
And it is remarkable that the words for “ whole stones,” and
for “peace offerings,” are from the same root, and denote
“ completeness.” The iron must reach the sacrifice, but must
not reach the altar. An entire contrast is seen. The Lord
Jesus came as the Perfect One to the place of the curse. 'Not
a single flaw could be found in His character. Nothing could
be hewn off His life. His actions needed no modification.
We go a step further. If any one ‘thing had been missing
from His life the whole would have been polluted. Exodus
20. 23 is clear as to this. How profane is the suggestion that
He made some mistakes through ignorance, or untruthfully
suited His words to the condition of the people, Not a single
action of His life could be bettered. God the Father was
“well pleased” throughout. And the writing of the law on
the unbroken and unhewn stones, on mount Ebal, was a striking
testimony that the Holy One would come to the very place of
the curse, and, blessed be God, there be made a curse, The
stones were not piled there with a view to throwing in judg-
ment against the sinner, but with a view to a substitutionary
sacrifice, The @/tar would have been unmecessary had there
not heen the purpose of a sacrifice: and the sacrifice nceded
this altar. The two are inseparable, and thus we sce w/hen it
was the Lord Jesus was made a curse, even awhen He died.
But He remained still the personally Holy One, So substitution
is a fact, a glorious fact! O how great is the love that shines
out, He came to be a Curse, that we might bhe blessed with
all spiritual blessings in Him (Eph. 1. 3). The types ever
lead to praise and thanksgiving. How glorious is the message,
“ Thou . . . shalt cat /&ere, and rejoice before the Lord thy
God.” The word “there” is repeated from verse 5. Who
would have thought of rcjoicing on mount Ebal? But it is
here that grace shines out. The work of the Lord Jesus is so
complete, that we rejoice on the ground of the curse removed.
Sin is never excused, but there is the full execution, and ac-
cordingly the Ark was lifted up on the very waters of judg-
ment. And there was all food that might be eaten in the Ark,
and thus was it in Egypt. When the blood of the lamb was
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on the door, there was the eating joyfully of the same lamb
within. Thus the joy to which God calls is on the basis of 4
finished work. The eating is not on mount Gerizim, as if we
had attained to a blessing. It is a blessing through w curse,
through the substitutionary work of our adorable Lord Jesus,
md Ebal is on the north (Lev, 1. 11). How fully should
redeemed ones, who have felt the burden of their sin, and
grieved over the agony through which their Loving Saviour
passed, find their present and constant joy in Him. Yes, it is
rejoice “there.”

And the thought that law is established is seen throughout
(Rom 3. 31). Written upon the altar—with its precious
typical meaning—were all the words of the law. We remember
the two tables of stone preserved in the Ark of the Covenant
(cf. Ps. 40. 6-8). And thus we think of the Righteous One.
He did not deserve to be on Mount Ebal, but He was there.
there for us, and, redcemed in Him, we rejoice there, with God's
holy words before us, that we may henceforth walk in love's
obedience to “ the law of Christ.” Everything was to be plainly
before the eyes, and in Joshua 8 we have also the rcading
for the ears to hear. O that we may have a deeper spiritual
concern to fulfil the will of God.

It is impressive that in Joshua 8 the immediately preceding
context shows us another pile of stones, a heap, over one
hanged on a tree, dying in his own sins (verse 29). Thus the
two positions are made known, The king of Ai shows the doom
of those who go their own way, How great the contrast between
the dead body wwder the stones and the accepted sacrifice uzpon
the altar stones, with our acceptance in Him. DBut apart from
Christ there is no hope. No universalism is found in Scripture,
and so in Deuteronomy 27 the passage goes on to speak of the
curses, and the climax is reached in verse 26. Salvation is
only for those who have a living faith in the Lord Jesus.
There are ever two mountains, two classes, two ways, and two
futures.

We have a graciously given type of blessing in John 4.
Jacob’s well at the side of Gerizim could not supply the living
water, “ Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again "
(verse 13), and it is now choked up, but One was there Who
cowld deal with the need of her who came from Sychar on
the side of Zbal with ils curse, because He became a Curse
that He might give a well of water (verse 14), even as the
water came from the Smitten Rock in “Iloreb ™ (the very
letters of the word suggesting a sword). And we too come to
Him, and find all in Him. Gerizim had its imitation temple,
with Samaritan compromise worship (verse 20), but this was
razed to the ground, and so will every religion fail that
expects the blessings apart from Him Who bare our sins in
His own body on the tree (1 Pet. 2. 24). The Lord Jesus
Christ is the Centre of Scripture: may He be the Centre of
our lives, by the gracious working of the Holy Spirit.
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‘“Under His Shadow.”

HE Lord Jesus delights to receive His people, and delights

in their delight in Him, He gives both shadow and rest,
amid the strain, and fruit to refresh those dear unto Him. And
these two thoughts are very precious. We call to mind the
words, ‘‘ And a Man shall be an Hiding Place from the wind, and
a Covert from the tempest; as Rivers of Water in a dry place,
as the Shadow of a Great Rock in a weary land *’ (Isa. 32z. z).
Observe how definitely we see the Lord Jesus in all these pictures.
Truly He is Central in all Scripture. .

The wording in Song of Songs 2. 3 is more impressive than
our translation suggests. Literally it reads, ** In His shadow |
delighted and I sat down.” The margin partly gives this, but
‘“in His shadow ” is first. Thus we see that the believing:
heart delights because of what He is, and then the experience
that His love causes leads to sitting down. There is a wish
for something more, and a longer rest.  ** Abiding ’ is ever
cmphasized in Scripture. If we have not time to ** sit down "
we shall not have time to enjoy His fruit. Mary is a helpful
encouragement (Luke 10. 39). God does not train His people
in a hurry (Mal. 3. 3), and we cannot grow in grace in a
burry. Delighting without sitting is the result of allowing other
things to intrude: sitting without delighting would be a merely
external interest. But delighting and sitting, joined together,
and in this order are indeed blessed. Hence the added words,
“And His fruit was sweet to my taste.” In the physical
sphere God has given us a taste as well as a mouth. And so
is it spiritually (Ps. 119. 103). He wills that His people should
enjoy His truth. We should have a taste for the plentiful fruit
of the Lord Jesus. There is no possibility of finding a tree
having ‘‘leaves only ” in Him. Nay, therc is ever a rich
supply of fruit, every month, in summer and in winter. But are
we too much occupied with the things of earth to sit under His
siadow, or are we ‘‘ too busv,” even with work for Him, it
may be, to experience abiding in Him, and in this precious rest-
ing place? The Holy Spirit never leads us to neglect the shadow
of our precious Lord Jesus Christ.

Not —But,
“I T is NOT of him that willeth, NOR of him that cunneth,
BUT of God That showeth mercy.” Rom. 9. 16.

** Which were born, NOT of blood, NOR of the will of the
flesh, NOR of the will of man, BUT of God." John 1. 13.

“ NOT by might, NOR by power, BUT by My Spirit, saith
the Lord.”” Zech. 4. 6.

“Ye have NOT chosen Me, BUT I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that
vour fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask the Father
in My Name, He may give it vou.” John 15. 16,

“ NOT that we are sufficient of ourselves, to think
anything as of ourselves; BUT our sufficiency is of God.”
2 Corinthians 3. 3.
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“In Like Manner?”

THE word so rendered in 1 Timothy 2. 9 only comes 8 times
in the cpistles which the Holy Spirit has given us through
Paul, and 4 occurrences are in this letter. The other passagces
arc Romans 8. 26, 1 Corinthians 11. 25, Titus 2. 3, 6. )
The harmony that there should be among dear chlldrgn (,)1
God, and their likeness of character and witness, unto '(J()d 5
glory, is very precious. 1 Timothy 3. 8 emphasizes this. A
** deacon '’ was not called to the same service, or promincnce, us
an elder, but his godly solemnity was to be ** in‘ like manner,’
and the same thought is reiterated in verse 11, Chapter 5. 23 is
impressive in another context.  Actions that please God, and
actions that displease Him, must '‘ in like manner come to the
light, sooner or later (2 Cor. 5. 10, Gal. 6. 7 B). ** Thy I'a‘t‘hcr
Which sceth in secret shall reward thee ™ is one aspect: ** he
shall suffer loss 7 is the other, if there is not the ** manifesta-
tion " carlier than the judgment Seat of Christ.
But chapter 2. g seems parallel with 3. 8, 11 {and Titus 2. 3,
10) in dealing with persons. Some dear children of God have
thought that the reference is to prayer of brethren a.ll(.l sisters in
a gathering. Need we say how heartily we rejoice in the
prayer of sisters, as set forth in r Corinthians 11. 1-16 (where
the assembly is not before us, as in chp. 14, 34), and in 1 Peter
3. 7. Praise God for every Mary and E_hzabeth and An}m, yea,
and every Hannah, and for the godly wives who pray fervently
with their husbands, and the godly mothers still praying over,
and with, their beloved children to-day. Never would we put in
the background the power of Christian women as to th.e _assemb[y.
It is not without intense meaning that the Holy Spirit tells us
the names of the mothers of the Kings of Judah. And when the
Lord Jesus was commissioning brethren, in Matthew 28, He sent
the invitation through sisters, and godly women occupy the first
two places in Romans 16. It is evident that as Satan v\_mrkcd
on Adam, through Eve, God blesses His people, and stirs up
brethren to missionary labour through women. If our sisters
in their sphere are not very godly, the assembly will he affected
and often become a failure. They have more influence than they
realize, and we praise God for all we, like Paul, have received
through such succourers of many (Rom. 16. 2). .
But remembering this, we cannot here link the word **in
like manner, *’ with the verh ‘‘ to pray,” for the ley Spirit has
attached another verb in exactly the same grammatical form (the
so-called ‘¢ infinitive *’). This seems to indicate that the two
actions are parallel, and not that the two persons do the same
action. The order of words chosen by the Holy Spirit is not
quite the same as in our translation. Literally, ** (I will) in
like manner also women in modest apparel with shamefacedness
and sobriety to adorn themselves.” It thus becorrz?s clear
that *“ and *’ would have been needed after ‘* apparel,” or the
word ‘‘ to adorn’’ would be ‘‘adorning,” if the thought”were
that the praver *‘ in every place ’’ were *‘ in like manner.
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The context impresses this thought, since the term used for
men is not the generic word, but “inales” and the subscquent
reterences to believing women teach an appointed distinetion to
God’s glory (verses 11-15). The tendency to interpret this as
derogatory to our sisters in Christ is altogether wrong. Dif-
ference of sphere is in God’s perfect wisdom. Is an angel
jealous because he is not the archangel : would the latter despisc
one less prominent? The danger is when we forget Luke z22.
2o. The principles of a ruined world have no piace among us.
An apostle did not look down on another child of God, nor can
I be cnvious because 1 am not an apostle. 1 Corinthians 11.
7-12 is decisive. The suggestion that Galatians 3. 28 implies the
same sphere would be met by the simple question as 10 brethren,
* Are all apostles? ”  And the Holy Spirit has emphasized the
thought particularly as to the very unity, and the different
members in the one body (Rom. 1z. 4). A prayerfal ponder-
ing of 1 Corinthians 12 should remove many difficulties, Let us
never ‘' exalt ”’ one part of service, to the glory of man.

What then is the often-overlooked bearing of r Timothy 2. g
in prayer? Why does the apostle bring in reference to clothing
as well as godly works, here? [s it not because the enemy still
sceks to use the clothing of sisters against power in prayer, and
since this comes in a chapter which specially emphasizes his
first subtle temptation, is there not an earnest call to loving
willingness in this matter? Why are sisters sometimes so un-
willing to give up the world’s fashions altogether? Is it not
plain that an enemy is restraining? Is not the reference to
clothing in both 1 Corinthians 11 and 1 Peter 3 remarkably
confirmatory of this peril? God has graciously shown by the
words ' in like manner ”’ how sisters can aid (or hinder) when
brethren lead in prayer in the assembly. Unseen help is very
wonderful: we remember Moses on the mountain while Joshua
fought. And how often in a work of God we find the begin-
nings quite in the background, a praying believer in an attic,
or on a sick bed, it may be. O wilt not our sisters realize the
value of “* little things >’ and the power thcy have ‘“in like
manner ' by getting rid of the apparel which suggests, at least
in measure, a ‘‘ Babylonish garment ’ (Jos. 7. 21), rather than
the fact that we are strangers and pilgrims? God will be glori-
fied in such simplicity, and united gatherings will pray in the
Spirit with united power.

We shall be glad to send leaflets on this, and similar subjects,
showing from Scripture the value of little things unto Him we
love, not as a mere duty, and not with pride, but for His sake.

Esau had tears (Heb. 12. 17), even as Israel in Numbers
14. Do not let us flatter ourselves unless there is the right
object in tears. “1 have sinned” with self-interest—'' yet
honour me now "—belonged to Saul. Is our sorrow self-
seeking, or because of love to God, and with a concern for
His glory? ‘ 4
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Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep.
(Continued)

This glorious futurc is not uncertain: the “ Owe Shepherd ™
is the Cause and Guarantee, if we may so express it, This
thought is before us in the Old Testament (Eccl. 12. 11).
Various passages Psalm 23. 1, 80, 1, Jeremiah 49. 19 come to
mind, and Zechariah 13. 7 reminds us of His atoning work.
Yes, the prophecy of Jacob is clear. Every blessing is “by
reason of the Name of the Shepherd” Who is also “ The
Stone of Israel” (Gen. 49. 24). And it is dceply interesting
to see that as there will be the united blessedness of the
heavenly and earthly Jerusalem, in the day when both the saints
of the high places, and the people of the saiuts of the high
places are exalted, the unity will be manifested throughout.
and David toe, raised from the dead, shall be the shepherd
of . united people (Ezek. 34. 23, 24), under the One Who is
essentially David's Lord (Ps, 110. 1), though He became his
Son (Matt. 22, 35). Nothing of disunity among the risen saints,
or among Israel (Isa. ti.13) will mar “that Day.”

And thus the climax in john 10 is the Lord Himself, and
with His Name the parable ends. Yet the thought of the sheep
is resumed in verse 27 “ My sheep hear My voice and [ know
them, and they follow Me.” \We have already felt the force of
these words, but it is well to hear them again and again, and
ever in union with verse 28. “ The sheep of His hand ™ are
never to be plucked thence, and such are also the obedient
“ people of His pasture” (Ps. 95. 7), who “follow ™ Him. So
the stones éz the house itself are also the priesthood in 1
Peter 2, and those who become the “habitation” which,
Ephesians beautifully unveils are vesponsible, as the members
of “the household of God.” This twofoldness is emphasized
throughout. .

Life in the body is not viewed apart from the responsi-
bilities of its “ members,” and the branches in the True Vine,
engrafted by grace, are bidden to “ go and bring forth fruit "
(John 15. 16). Have we not already scen that the Door of
“the sheep ™ implies their ‘inscparable and living relationship
to Ilim? But they also “go in and out,” TIf T aun deeply grate-
ful that none shall snatch me from His hand, I must not misuse
grace to forget “ following ” Him. Ifave I not two positions:
in His hand and at Mis feet (Deut. 33. 3)? As soon as my
“following " becomes the ground of confidence, I am mis-
using it, and failing to ‘“follow.” The precious blending is
again seen in Hebrews 5. 9 (“the dwthor of elernal salvation
unto all them that obey Him ), and Isaiah 4o. 11speaks of
His bosom AND His leading, though the thought is slightly
different there. Grace never makes responsibility less im-
portant, nor does obedience make grace less necessary. The
Holy Spirit reveals all in perfect proportion.

And thus those who were as sheep going astray, but are
now returned to the Shepherd, and ‘Bishop of their souls (1
Pet, 2. 235), utterly unlike the washed sow of 2 Peter 2, nre
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called to rejoice in 11im, and to manifest their true character at
all times, Alas, there are still wolves in sheep’s clothing (Matt.
7.15), and the fruitful life is the test (Matt. 10. 16). More-
over, till the Great Shepherd comes back (Ileb. 13. 20, 21},
cven the Chief Shepherd, e has given under-shepherds to
feed the flock of God (1 Pet. 5. 2), and this thought is precious
throughout, nor is it omitted from the ministry of Paul, as
some have imagined, Acts zo0. 28 leads us to Ephesians 4. 11
where ““ Shepherds and teachers ” are given because the mem-
bers of the body are their Lord's sheep. And thereby this
beautiful figure shows us once more the importance of right
relationship and food, and spiritual quietness (Ps. 23. 2), and
the love and gentleness which should be manifested among the
children of God, in the power of the Toly Spirit.

And now we come to Matthew 25. 31-46. The parable
itself is very brief, and the unveiling of the Aing is entwined.
Fzekiel 34 seems to be brought before us by the Lord Jesus.,
though the twofold emphasis there on false shepherds who were
actually no shepherds at all (cf. Zech. 11), and on a separation
between cattle and cattle, and between strong and weak, secms
somewhat distinct. The principle of separation is ever prom-
inent in the Holy Scriptures. As in so many parables. two
classes are found here, and only two. There are, in like manner,
the wheat and the tares, and the two sons—not more—and the
two, not three, classes of virgins. The good and corrupt fish
are severed, and the two ways of Matthew 7, with their two
goals, may also be remembered. From the time of Cain and

Abel do not we see this at all times, and is not its solemn

message to unsaved souls of the decpest importance?  Upon
those who are “in Christ" is therc not the responsibility to
make known His one salvation?

The fulfilment of Matthew 25. 31 is “ when the Son of
man shall have come in Iis glory, and all the holy angels
with Him " (cf. Mark 8. 38). The contrast with His present
sitting in heaven is seecn by means of Revelation 3. 21(cf. Ps.
110. 1). Our Lord will come in holy and righteous judgment.
Who then are the “nations” to be gathered beforc Him?

There is no suggestion of godly zations as such: the ad-
dress, in verses 31 and 41 alike, ‘is definitely personal, and all
the actions recorded illustrate this, The first saved nation is
Israel (Isa. 6Go. 22): we say “the first,” but is there ancther?
Where we read of “all the nation blessed in Abraham " (Gen.
22.18) there is a precious promise, for fulfilment as Revela-
tion 5. 9 shows. In like manner “ Go ye therefore and teach
(disciple) all the nations ™ in Matthew 28. 19 at once passes to
the baptisin of believing individuals (cf. Mark 16. 16). Romans
1. 5, 4. 17, 18, 16. 26 will illustrate this. The contrast (cf.
the word “world "), is often with Isracl. But who then are
these persons? What does the Lord Jesus say concerning them?

(1# the Lord will, to be continued)
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to us all? Do we not sometimes see in our own lives a parallel
with Haggai 1. 6, " Ye have sown inuch and bring in Iittle;
ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink. but ye are not
filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and
he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with
holes.” And the explanation is Divinely given, * Because
of Mine house that is waste.” Geod's interests and God's
glory arc in the background to-day. Often we seem to toil
all night and take nothing (Luke 5. 5, John 21. 3), because
we act on our own initiative, and is it not so with prayer?
Do we not need to ask according to the will of God (1 John
5. 14, 15), and must we not therefore seek to know llis
will?

The great contrast between James 4 and 5 is deeply empha-
sized. *“Ye¢ ask, and rcceive not, because ye ask amiss, that
ye may consume it upon YOUR PLEASURLES™ (4. 3); "Let
him pray,” *‘the prayer of faith,” “pray one for another,”
*“the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much,” *“he prayed in his prayer” (margin), “ hc prayed
again " (5. 13-18). God is ready to do mighty things in
response to simple and holy prayer (1 Tim. 2. 8). Our be-
loved Lord Who did ALWAYS those things that pleased the
Father (John 8. 29) could say, I know that Thou hearest
Mc ALWAYS" (John 11. 12). Disobedience is the causc
of our failure. Our lives and prayers must be in the line of
God's will, and seeking His glory.

1 Peter 3 specially brings before us the preciousness-of
HOME prayer, and the power of a united husband and wife.
It is sad to find some homes where such supplication is not
possible, though both profess the Name of the Lord Jesus.
We do not now refer to cases where both were unsaved, when
married, and one has been brought to the Lord since. 1 Pcter
3.1, 2 is very encouraging in this connexion, and we recognizc
that * your prayers” may still apply to the believing partner.
But when both are *“in Christ,” there should be deep concern
for a united spiritual growth. [t is so saddening if one of
those thus “joined " looks back, and longs for something of
Egypt. When, by grace, there is full harmony, and a true
dwelling * together,” and a recognition of “ grace linked with
life,” there is POWER in prayer. Verses 5 and 6 show the
holy realization by the wife that she is a ™ help ": there is no
self-assertiveness. And the husband exercises his privileges.
with tender love (Eph. 5. 25}, “ honouring " the weaker vessel
(1 Pet. 3. 7 with 1 Cor. 12, 22, 23), and thus there becomes pre-
vailing prayer; and children, too, are trained in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord: the same word “ hindered ™ seems
used in Acts 24. 4, Romans 15. 22, 1 Thessalonians 2. 18, to
help us. Satan would ever {ry to hinder the home life, and
to IMPEDE PRAYER. Though a sister is silent in the
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assembly (1 Cor. 14), her important privilege in home-prayer,
with the graciously appointed covering, is seen in 1 Corinthians
11. 1-16. The important bearing of the condition of believing
women on the prayers of brethren in meetings is seen by the
first words after 1 Timothy 2. 8. Quite a different sphere is
there given to the sister, but *in like manner " implies how
the brethren can be impeded. And so is it in the home. Let
there be power in home prayer, in the Holy Spirit, and there
will be power in assembly prayer. Let there be the mutual
loving tactfulness of husband and wife, and there will be
unimpeded prayers that will bring striking and often im-
mediate answers. Delay is through “impeded " prayer. We
are not ready to receive.

Dogs and Swine.

The Repulsiveness of Sin before God. .

“He that sacrificeth a lamb, he cut off a DOG'S neck:
he that offereth an oblation—SWINE'S blood.” Isaiah 66. 3.

“Give not that which is holy unto the DOGS, neither
cast ye your pearls before SWINE, lest they trample them
under their fcet, and turn again and rend you.” Matthew 7. 6.

“He would fain have filled his belly with the husks that
the SWINE did eat: and no man gave unto him.”

“The DOGS came and licked his sores.”

, Luke 15. 16, 16. 21.

“1t is happened unto them according to the true proverb,
The DOG is turned to his own vomit again; and the SOW
that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.”

2 Peter 2. z2.

Whereas the ASS is a picture of the unclean sinner
(children of wrath by nature, Eph. z. 3), needing redemp-
tion (Ex. 13. 13), the dog, with the swine, sets forth the
determined sinner going on his own way, whase end is
Judgment (Matt. 8. 22, Rev. 22. 15).

“ T will come unto him, and sup with him and he with Me *’
(Rev. 3. 20). The thought here is graciously personal. We
call to mind also Matthew 18. 20, 28. 20, John 14. 23, unveilings
of grace, all of which are precious, in distinct beauty, and all of
which are distinguished from the breaking of bread where we
** show the Lord’s death till He come ** (1 Cor. 11. 26). Faith
realizes the varied thoughts, and finds no contradiction. Luke
24. 30, 31 gives, in a typical historical incident, a yet further
‘* contrast,”” and all combine to help our consciousness of His
love. O that we may know more of our Lord’s interest in us,
and His presence in heaven for us, and His gracious dwelling
in our hearts by faith (Eph. 3. 17}.
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* According To.”

HEN T was a child the remark wus made, ** * According to
His riches in glory in Christ Jesus ® (Phil. 4. 19), not
only * out of His riches,” but * according to His riches ': a King
could give a pemmy out of his wealth, but this would not
be according to his wealth.” 1 forget the exact words, but,
whereas many other thoughts have faded from memory, this
remains, and it is well. God delights to encourage His people’s
faith. A concordance is ever stimulating. We observe the word
before us, and enjov such expressions as ‘‘ According to His
promise ’ (Acts 13. 23), ‘‘ According to the good pleasure of
His will”’ (Eph. 1. 5, see g, 11) ‘* According to the riches of
His grace ” (Eph. 1. %, 2 Thess. 1. 12) '* According to the
working of His mighty power "’ (Eph. 1. 19), ‘" According to
the power of God " (2 Tim. 1, 8), ‘* According to His own
purpose and grace” (2 Tim. 1. 9), “ According to His mercy ™
(Tit. 3. 5), “According to His abundant mercy ™ (1 Pet. 1. 3),
' According to His will " (1 John 5. 14).

It is important to remember that God reveals Himself not only
in what He does, but in the way in which He does it. *‘ Blessed
be the Lord God, the God of Isracl, Who only deeth wondrous
things *’ (Ps. 72. 18). If an earthly king gave earthly wine
‘ according to the state of the king '’ (Est. 1. 7) with sad results,
One infinitely greater gives that love which is better than wine
(Song 1. 2), with blessed results.

The word ‘¢ according *” not only speaks of the ground, and
stability af the supply, and, if T may so put it, the reserves He
ever has, but also of the glorious way in which our gracious God
encourages our confidence in Himself. There is a dignity in
the display of the gospel. There is no stint, no suggestion
that the supply may run short as the brook Cherith. Tts hidden
fulness is guaranteed by God Himsclf. When the Lord Jesus
wrought miracles regarding earthly food, He ever gave a
fulness.  Evervthing was according to His riches. The 5,000
eat and were filled, and there were 12 baskets over. Nor are
the spiritual supplics less.  Tlow foolish then is a believer’s
unbelief.  ITow unwisc is any hesitation through doubt. If God
supplies the trustful saint according to His riches in glory, there
is no limitation, no room for fear. Bankruptcy is impossible
as fo heavenly fulness. TFaith should ever grow, and the child
of God has only one concern, namelv to be in an obedient and
humble condition to receive, and to glorify God in hoth the
reception and the use, of evervihing for the “ need.”” Tt us
not expeet according to natural wishes, nor according to unbelief,
but according to His own grace, and let us live according ta
His will, and we shall never find that He fails.

There is a vast difference between looking to the Lord
through your circumstances, and looking at them with the Lord
in between.
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Numbers 16.

ONE of the most remarkable backgrounds for other portions

of Scripture is found here, The praycrful Bible reader
knows something of the narrative, Korah is mentioned first,
and On is named last, It appears that Korah had a sadly
prominent position, and Moses deals with his sad effrontery
at the outset, Privileged among the Levites, how grateful
he should have been, Yea, more, was he not of the Kobhathites
who were privileged to carry the sacred vessels (Num. 4.
17-20). Exodus 6. 18 shows us that Amram and Izhar were
brothers, hence Korah was a cousin of Aaron. Did he resent
the privilege of another in the same family? | Was there
jealousy? The thought is searching, for his language would
seem to imply this, “ Too much upon YOU ” is the complaint
of Numbers 16, 3. As Judas covered his self-seeking with
a plea for the poor (John 12, 5) so was it here:—"“ All the
congregation are holy, every one of them. and the Lord is
among theny: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the
congregation of the Lord? ” The mention of the Lord’s Name
is not sufficient to prove holiness (Luke 6. 46): Saul could say,
“ Blessed be ye of the Lord" (1 Sam. 23. 21) when far from
His will, How important it is that we should not be deceived,
even in ourselves, The attitude is the more remarkable after
God’s dealing with Miriam in chapter 12, and after the holy
witness of chapter 14 against men’s waywardness at the very
time they were uttering the Name of the lLord, (verse j40).
How slowly the holiness of God is learnt. The contrasted
attitude of Moses is encouraging, The one who was said to
lift up himself fell on his face, and only then did he speak
to Korah and all his company. Nor did he vindicate himself,
nor take matters into his own hands. “ Ewven to-morrow thc
Lord will show ”: it is well to commit oneself to Him Who
judgeth righteously. God choozes (cf. Num. 17. 5, Heb, 5. 5).
The words “Too much upon you arc shown to apply to those
who complained (ver. 7). So is it often. Then came the definite
expostulation, reminding of God's favour, *“ The God of Fsracl
hath scparated you,” and when w: recollect the time of this
severance (Ex. 32), the sin here is seen as the more daring.
“Seek ye the priesthood also? *  Let us beware lest we misuse
privileges. ‘“What is Aaron that ye murmur against him? "
What have we that we have not received? (1 Cor. 4. 7).
There is no room for pride. The members of a body have a
care for one another, O that it may be yet more so among
children of God.

The special stress on Aaron has a further aspect. Numbers
17 shows that he was a type of the Lord Jesus, and Korah's

self-choosing therefore prefigures the” defiance of all who

claim a caste-priesthood to-day, whether in Rome or in her
daughters, They take upon themselves that which is against
the Lord Jesus, It is deeply important to see in the case of



70 THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE.

Cain, of Nadab and Abihu, of Uzziah, and here of Korah—
throughout—the fearful sin (disregarded to-day) of approaching
God in one’s own way. How blessed to draw near, in the way
He has appointed (Heb. 10. 19-22), resting upon the one
High Priest, enabled to “offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable
to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2. §).

Dathan and Abiram were, as Numbers 26, 5-9 too empha-
sizes, of the family of Reuben, the firstborn in one sense, but
‘“unstable as water,” and not God's choice. They seem to aim
differently from Korah, though the standpoint is the same.
They do not seek incense and priesthood, but authority. The
setting aside of God's governmental arrangement is here seen,
and prefigured, an attack on the Kingship and Lordship of
the Lord Jesus, The position of Moses was hateful to them
rather than Aaron’s: hence their evil words, * Except thou
make thyself altogether a prince over us.” But this was the
same setting aside of God's choice, and the language is simi-
larly defiant and insulting, It lacks the hypocritical reference
to the Lord. Observe “We will not come up,” both at the
beginning and the ending, and the pleading words of verse g
““A small thing " are cast back in derision (verse 13). The
cruel retort * Wilt thou put out the cyes of these men?” shows
us the painful experiences God's servant underwent. [t is
no light thing to have responsibility. Privileges in God's
scrvice are not only “ enjoyments” (2 Cor. 11, 28, 29). It is
hard to be misjudged and misrepresented. Joseph knew what
what this meant, but above all, there was One Who “endured
such contradiction of sinners against Himself " (Heb. 12. 3),
even among “His own” (John 1. 11), yet “when he was
reviled, reviled not again® (1 Pet. 2, 23), though He was the
Creator, and will be the Judge. I{ow patient wre should be.

One other was found among the leaders of discontent.
His namz may suggest “vanity.,” and his sin is recorded, yct
he is not mentioned with Korah, nor in the solemn judgment
on Dathan and Abiram. The Psalm (106) is silent as to him
We cannot say *“why,” but, at lcast, the encouraging hint is
hefore us that he may have repented. We leave all in God’s
hand, but the silence is to lcad us to pray for repentance of
those who ‘““oppose themseives ’ (2 Tim. 2. 25, 26). As we
shall see, the context of these words -is full of allusion to
Numbers 16.

The drecad manifestation of God’s wrath scon came. Just
previously “ the glory of the Lord appeared unto all the con-
gregation,” a reminder of Exodus 33. 9. Numbers 12. 5 and
2 Thessalonians 1. 7-9. There is all too little realization of
God’s majesty to-day. The attitude of Moses and Aaron shows
what God approves (Num. 16. 22, cf. verses 46, 47, Deut, g.
18). We are not intense in our prayer as we shou!d be, *“One
man" (verse 22)—observe the power of evil influence: of
Achan we read, “ That man perished not alone in his iniquity ”
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{ Jos. 22. 20, Eccl. 9. 18). The godly power of one man is
seen in the life of a Hezekiah or a Josiah, an Ezra or a
Nehemiah. On which scale is our influence? Is it to God's
glory, or not?

The nature of the judgment gave striking evidence as to
the locality of Sheol, and witnesses definitely against those
who confuse it with the shallow grave for the body. The fire
that came forth reminds of Leviticus 10, 2 (in contrast with
9. 24). Blessed be God, if the fire was upon the Spotless
Sacrifice for us, “an Offering made by fire of a savour of rest
unto the Lord.” But it must be one or the other: there is no
thll‘fl alternative.  Su if we are not at peace, through the sword
of Zechariah 13. 7, the message of Revelation 19. 1§ speaks
loudly.

The broad plates for the altar (Num. 16. 38) were to he
a lasting memorial, “a sign” or token, even as the rod in
chaptqr 17. 10.* It s so perilous to come to God one's own
way: 1t 1s so blessed to come to Him His own way. We repcat
.that from the time of Cain onwards, this is all-important.

* So that Istael were separated, as it we ‘ i
: ; , re, from the altar, and did not
see it. Cf. the thought in Lev. 16. 2, 12, 13, Num. 4. 20. °

(17 the Lord will, to be continued).

Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep.
(Continued.)
The sheep (in Matthew 23, 31-46)

(a) “have been biessed’ —-this is fundamental :

(b) are to inherit a long-prepared kingdom:

(c) have shown love to those characterized as His

“brethren ”:
(d) do not scem to understand the revealed principle of
Matthew 11. 4 and Acts 9. 4:

{c) have apparently lived through a time of persecution

for God’s dear children ;

(f) are not reckoned as particularly sharers in suffering

that persecution.

There is no mention of delievers here, before the Judgment
seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5. 10), nor do we find the dead raised
up as in Revelation 20. 12 before the great white throne, It
is not for us, therefore, to confuse these distinct subjects,

That there will be a time of special persecution for God's
dear people just before, (and at), the ending of this age is cleér,
and the special attempt to hinder eating and drinking by the
mandate of Revelation 13. 17 would emphasize the words “ |
was an hungered” (cf. Rev. 7. 16). Who will be found on
carth in the time of that great tribulation? Does not Daniel 7
speak of (a) the saints of the Most High, and (&) the people
of the saints of the Most High (verses 21, 25, 27)? Are there
not, moreover, (¢) Gentiles from all nations who at the be-
ginning of the Lord’s kingdom will serve Him (Zech. 8. 20-
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23), and (&) some far off, who have not heard His fame, nor
seen His glory (Isa. 66. 19), as well as {¢) the army of Anti-
christ (Rev. 1g. 19), and (/) others who have received the
mark of the beast?

Hence we can understand the emphasis on God’s sovereign
grace. Neither Revelation 13. 8 nor 17. 8 suggest that only
believers will be preserved from worshipping the Beast. Elec-
tion rather than “ faith " is here especially emphasized. This
would seem absolutely fitting, if there arc those included who
do not yet know the Lord, and yet are held back from doing
that which must be punished eternally {Rev. 14. 9, 10), though
unconscious © why,” till afterwards. Thus all Scripturces agrec,
and we see how Satan’s plan is frustrated, and the glory of God's
grace shines out once more, emphasiizng anew -the precious,
undying words, of One Who shall see of the travail of His
soul, and be satisfied, *‘ that the saying might be fulfilled which
He spake, Of them which Thou gavest Me I should lose none ™
(John 18. 9, cf. 6. 37). Glory be to God!

This key fits the lock. It explains the beautiful words
“having been blessed.” The “for” of Matthew 25. 35 is
evidential, not causal, just as in Luke 7. 47 where the whole
point is love because of forgiveness, not forgiveness because
of love (verse 42). The power of restraining grace is glorious.
We call to mind Romans 11. 4 “I have reserved to Myself
seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to Baal™:
this does not suggest that Elijah was ignorant of many wit-
nesses for God's truth, but that there was © a remnant according
to the election of grace” (Rom. 11. 5), who had been kept back
from idolatry. God's restraining hand is seen in Genesis 26. 6,
and may we not see it in the mercy that watched pver Saul of
Tarsus (1 Tim. 1. 16)? The language of John 1o. 16 is helpful
(“sheep " before they are brought), and there is much hidden
in the order of the words in Jude 1 “ preserved, called.”

Now we realize why these “sheep,” who have manifested
kindness to God’s people, and refused the mark of the beast,
are quite ignorant of the intimate relation of the Lord Jesus to
His members, Everything harmonizes, and we thank God that
He can use whom He pleases, as in Acts 28 (note Prov, 22. 1).
Everything is before His eyes, subject to His power, and
within His knowledge. Those who are graciously called “His
brethren ™ are evidently those of whom Matthew 12. 50 speaks
(cf. Heb. 2. 11). Thus we see believers, in living relationship
to Him, suffering under Antichrist, yet somc preserved, for the
period has been made short (Matt. 24. 22, not shortened from
the revealed 1260 days), albeit others are slain (Rev, 6. 11,
12. 16,17, 20. 4). ‘““As for God, His way is perfect,” and our
times are in His hand.
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- “An returning and rest shall ye be saved; in gquietness and
in confidence shall be your strength.” Isaiah 30. 15.

A Word of Introduction.

G 0D has hidden resources jor [lis people, and they never

run dry. It is a marvellons privilege to be accepied in
the Lord Jesus, (o be made the righteousness of God in fHim,
to receive out of Christ’s perennial futness, 10" have the exceed-
ing great and precious promises of the ‘gospel, lo hear the
delightful words, © AUl things are yours,” to know that God the
Father will with Him freely give us all things (Rom, 8. 32), fo
be encouraged and inviled lo enjoy restfulness, to be forbidden
anxiety, to fave the indwelling of the Holy Spirit Himself as the
Earnest of the inkeritance, when body with soul and spirit, shall
be completely blessed {1 Thess, 5. 28). Do those of us who
are God's children realize our rickes? Do we live np lo our
wondrous  income "'t Do we claim that whick is ours? Or do
we act as if the promises were only hunan words, and as if
our wealth was only theoretical? 1V hat witness as 1o the truth-
fulness of our glorions Lord is owr life giving? 1t is with «
view lo His honowr in the daily walk, of both dwriter and
readers, that these pages arc humbly sent jorth, dlcre head.
Enowledge, or accuracy, is not the aim, but His glory in the
all_romnd growth of those whom He has so graciously redeomed.,
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st Be!" and *‘ Become.”

S soon as we realize the lloly Spirit’s perfect use of words,
with a deep heart-realization, the study of the Scripture
takes an aspect which is impussible otherwise, Every word s
Divinely chosen, and we can depend upon it,  The thought of
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mere “ synonyms' is removed, and we come as learners, and
as worshippers,

As this prayerful study continues, the very experience
deepens our consciousness of its firm foundation and its value,
Erring hypotheses show their failure when they are applied
sufficiently: truth is only the more established in our heart,
The repeated words of Scripture have a striking force, and
when two are together several times in relation or contrast,* the
helpfulness is ever increasing,

The doctrine of Christ (2 John 9) is assailed to-day, and
many leaven the Divine unveiling of His person, In holy
jealousy for His glory, the Holy Spirit has provided every-
thing to guard us against such mistakes, and the consistent use
of the two words “be” and “become” is deeply instructive,
the more impressive because in different books, and through
His usc of different writers,

John 1 comes first before us, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God;
the Same was in the beginning with God: all things became
through Him, and without Him there decame not one thing
which hath &ecome” (verses 1-3). Even the uninstructed
believer must surely see that this is nat a small point. Hereg
are the first sewzn werbs of the book, and the verb “to be "
occurs emphatically four times, before we have “become,”
three times, Nor is this all: the verb “to be"” immediately
follows twice in verse 4 concerning the Lord Jesus, and the
first occurrence of “become " definitely with regard to a living
being is in verse 6. “ There became @ a7, having been sent
from God ™ (lit,}: we know how this earnest servant of God
contrastedd himself with the Lord Jesus, for example, “ After
me cometh a Man VWho hath become before me: because He
was ‘most before’ me” (1. 30). Here we see again the same
two verbs. Going back we read “He (John) was nof that
Light” (8, see also g), But is not the word “become” also
used of the Lord Jesus? It is:—*And the Word decame flesh
{14): but here is a Divine contrast with “ the Word waes God.”
We behold both the essential glory of the Lord Jesus and what
He “became ™ for our sakes (note also verse 17), The trans-
lation “was made flesh” almost sounds irreverent in modern
English, and certainly obscures, unintentionally, the Holy
Spirit’s meaning,

In this same gospel the Lord Himself emphasizes His glory
in exactly the same way, “Before Abraham became, 1 am ™
(8. 58). The context shows how important it is to render
accurately, He Who was Greater than Jacob, Who was David's
Lord as well as his Son, uwes before Abraham becaine, and “is"”
the Living One beyond all thought of mere time, The precious

*E.g. “grace” and “glory,” “tohu" and “bohu” (“ without form
and void ™), .
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examples of “I am” (e.g. The Way, the Resurrection, the Life,
etc,) confirm this thought, and likewise the language, mysterious
to an unbeliever, found in 3. 13, “ The Son of man Which IS
(the One Being) in heaven.” But our believing heart.s can sayy
“My Lord and my God,” Everything leads to praise.

We pass to the epistles. Hebrews 1, as John 1, commences
with the glory of the Son of God, and we read, * Who, being
the Brightness of His glory, and the Express Image of Hlﬁ
person, and upholding all things by the word of His power,
and then, after the mention of His precious atonement in the
body of His flesh through death, we read, “ Having decone
by so much ‘better' than the angels, by how much He hath
inherited a name more excellent than they 7 (verses 3, 4). The
word translated “better” is often found in Hebrews, There
is no suggestion of One Who was worse becoming better, but,
as the derivation implies, a position of sirength (see 7.17, 19,
22, 8. 6, 9. 23, &c.). The contrast is sometimes with that
which is typical, and so could not avail, - Our beloved Lord
in becoming Man took a condition of weakness, and hence,
as to His humanity, and likewise after He took the ‘}‘)lace of
judgment and the curse (Gal, 3. 13) there must be'a _b?‘comp
ing" (see also 2 Cor, 13. 4). Hence we behold His “sur-

sing ” glory in resurrection.} :
pes 'I'l%re N%mey"Son" is evidently before us in Hebrews 1, and we
find that the use of the two verbs is not confined to one passage
in this epistle. “ Thou @s¢ My Son” in ch. 1.5 is followed by
“ Thou ar¢ the Same " in I, 12, both in the section emphasizing
His Deity, ‘“ Become ™ is before us elsevyhere,= “ That Hs mlght
become a merciful and faithful High Priest” (2. 17): Christ
glorified not Himself to have become High Priest” (3. 5):
“ Having been brought to the end, He became Calise of cternal
salvation unto all them that obey Him ™ (5. 9): “ Having l)e:
come High Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec
(6. 20): “ By so much hath Jesus decome Surety of a bette'r'
covenant” (7. 22), “ Having become higher thfm the heavens
(7. 26). The full meaning is obscured, as in John, ‘by the
strange translation “ made,” which is quite inappropriate: indeed,
the verb has no thought of this, and an _altogether different
word is regularly in use with such a meaning. We cannot be
too simple in our translating what God has given. The prayer-
ful reader may have alrcady noticed that in 5. 5 also we have
“be” and “become” together, “ He That said to Him, Thou
art My Son” being mentioned exactly as in ch. 1. There are
no accidents, nor mere coincidences, in the words of God.. .

In other cpistles there are confirmations of the same Divine
teaching. In some cases only one verb may be used, but the

) ” . is become
1 16, 16, " Thou art.” and 21. 42, " The Same is
+1\é}agtl}1§;d of the corner’ illustrates the essential Deity, and the
raising up of our Lord Jesus, in the first gospel.
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context shows the force, e.g. Galatians 4. 3, “ But when the
fulness of the time came, God sent forth #is Son” (the name
as in Hebrews), “ having become from a woman, having become
under law.” It is plain that He was before He decame. The
passages may be in different parts of the same letter as in
Romans, “Concerning His Son Who /lecame of the sced
of David according to the flesh. \Who hath been marked out
Son of God in power” (1. 3. 4), “out from whom Christ, as
to that which is according to the Resh, he One being over all,
God blessed for ever, Amen” (9. 4). Thus the Deity of
Christ and then 1lis gracious and condescending humanity are
constantly before us,

The practical context in Philippians 2 does not hinder the
deepest doctrinal teaching:— Let this mind be in you, ‘which
was also in Christ Jesus: Whe, being (a special word, {mdpywr)
in the form of God, thought not to be equal with God a matter
of grasping, but emptied Himsclf, having taken the form
of a servant, having become in the likeness of men, and
having been found in fashion as Man, He hwnbled Ilimself,
having become obedient until death, even death of a cross ™
(Phil. 2. 5-8). Here again we thankfully sec what [le woas,
and what 1le, in love to our souls, ‘became. In Colossians 5.
17, 18 there are several precious thoughts, but this is surely
included. “And He /s before all things, and all things stand
together (held in control) in Him: and He éis the Head of the
body, the church, Who 75 the Beginning, Firstborn out from
the dead, that He might become, among all, He Himself pre-
eminent.” We call to mind Revelation 1. 17, 18, “I am the
First and the Last, and the Living One, and I became dead,
and behold, T am a Living One for ever and ever.” Thus we
come to realize the continual reminder of the Holy Spirit, and
hear anew the prayer of John 17. 3, “And now, O Father,
glorify Thou Me with Thine own self, with, the glory whiak /
kad with Thee before the world was.” And the end of Revela-
tion reminds us of the majesty of God, in the last use of the
two words together. This is in ch. z1. 6, ““And He said to me,
They have become! 1 am the Alpha and the Omega, the Be~
ginning and the Ending.” And on this glorious background of
His personal glory beyond His creation (just as in John 1.
1-3, and Heb. 3. 3, 4}, with its testimony that all the pass-
ages combine to exalt the Deity of our Lord Jesus, we have
the gracious invitation which may well close our ‘prayerful
study, “ I will give to him that is athirst of the fountain of
the water of life freely.” How blessed it will be if some are
brought to this blessed experience through the rcading of
these pages. Such a change will be their joy, and ours, but,
beyond all, it will be His.

I'urther passages, illustrating the Holy Spirit's contrast of * he ™'
and * become,” which have helped any reader, will be welcomed,
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Numbers 16.

(Conclided) _ !

But now let us meuditate on some allusions to this chapter
clsewhere. Direct references are important (Num. 26. 9-1%,
Deut. 11, 6, I’s, 106, 17). Then, on the background of grace
(" notwithstanding the sons of Korah died not"), the cleven
psaims * for the sons of Korah™ (42, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49,
84, 835, 87, 88) remind us that grace ever leads to t‘emplf:'—
gratitude. The living, the living. he shall praise Thee™ (Isa.
38. 19, 1 Pet. 2. 9). Nor must we forget Psalm 635. 4 with
Numbers 16, 7.

The opening of the earth and the fire speak of the time of
the end, the former is linked then with God’s protection (Rev.
12, 16}, and the latter, for a season, with the devil’s travesty
(Rev. 13.13). The thought that past judgments are warnings
of the future may tead us to see a reference to God's sirange
work herc in Isaiah 28 .21, as well as to His judgment on the
Philistines and Canaanites. Isaiah 3. 14 seems to show that
this solemn event had impressed the prophet deeply.  The con-
trasted *“ New thing” of jeremiah 31. 22 in the incarnation
of Christ is refreshing, and also the newness of resurrection
life in the opening of the earth, for them “in Christ Jesus”
when Ile comes again, though even now their souls are no
longer associated with Hades (Phil. 1. 23, Heb. 12. 23).

But one or two passages as to godly separation in the later
Scriptures show the Holy Spirit's application to us. It 15 so
easy to be led away by murmurers (see 2 Pet. 3. 17). Bc]-u'ex:ers
cannot be too careful as to companionship. The compromising
laxity of to-day must hinder perception of God's will, and
grieve God's Holy Spirit. Let us see the passages, and be sure
the allusion is God’s own witness,—quite *‘ unforced,” by us,
a definite message from Himself.

In the pre-New Testament translation of the Hebrew
Scriptures into Greek (the Scptuagint) Numbers 16. 5 contains
the words of 2 Timethy 2. 19 cxcept the designed change in
name, * The Lord knew them that are His."{ And in verse 27
we have the very word “to depart™ or “stand away” from
which the Holy Spirit uses *“Let every one that nameth the
Name of the Lord deparé from iniquity.” This reminds us
that the separation in this epistle is not only from open infidel-
ity, but from unrighteousness among those who claun to be
God's people. The usurping of priesthood by Korah will
help many to see the coming out at the time of the Reforma-
tion as the responsibility of God’s pcople, but how much further
the Scripture applies. There are many who use the Name of
the Lord who are quite unwilling for the words of the Lord.
Nonconformity is infected with denial of the inspired Scrip-

+ Moreover * sanctified” is the same as * holy.”
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tures. Yet how few realize the * perilous times” to-day.
There is much that “provokes " the Lord (verse 30), and yet
how absent is the attitude of which Ezekiel g. 4 speaks.

This emphasis on separation from the setting aside of God's
appointments among His people is seen yet more to be the
mind of the Holy Spirit when we observe that 2 Corinthians
6. 17 (* Touch not the unclean thing ") looks back to Numbers
16. 26 (“Touch nothing of theirs”). Vears intervened be-
tween the epistles to the Corinthians and to Timothy, but the
apostle had the same thought impressed on his heart, even the
application of Numbers 16. And should not we be more con-
cerned in these matters? '

True, the wheat and tarcs are together after the first failure
of sleep, in the feld, but that is explained as *the world ”:
there is no Scripture for the broadening of a local assembly.
VVe. need more jealousy for God's Holy Name. And this seems
to illustrate once more that Numbers 16 was a power in the
life and experience of Isaiah, for chapter 52. 11 is the link
between this, and 2 Corinthians 6. There is more danger by
“‘contact ” than many recognize, but Numbers 19 has given
this warning (verses 11, 13, 16, &c.). How important to keep
oneself unspotted from the world (Jas. 1. 27). The separa-
’tlon which 2 Timothy appoints is thus seen to be from persons
as well as from actions, not in pride, but with a consciousness
of our own need and danger (Jude 23), and with a concern for
God'’s glory. The solemn statement ““Lest ye be consumed in
all their sins” reminds us of Revelation 18. 4, *“That ye be not
partakers_ of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”
And again we learn how deeply was this passage implanted in
the heart of God's servant Paul, ** Neither be partakers of other
men’s sins: keep thyself pure” (1 Tim. 5. 22). Should it not
be in our hearts more definitely? We risk spiritual infection
too lightly, and deal with spiritual illness in a way that we
should not act as to that which is physical. May there be a
holy realization of the awful sin of tampering with God’s plan
for His people as to *access,” and His arrangements both in
worship and in the godly oversight and care of His children.
Words like the ““must” or “oughtest” of 1 Timothy 3. 15
make clear that human variation is a sin of greater pride and
Impertinence than we have hitherto thought. O that we may
henceforth have a reverence for ““our Father,” and for His
revealed will, under the gracious instruction of the Holy Spirit.

Parables of the Shepherd and His Sheep.

(Concluded)

It is enjoyable to realize that the same word is used for
those redeemed in Matthew 25 and John ro. We are quite
conscious that the Holy Spirit can use similar 'figures with
different meaning, but He condescends to make this clear,
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and when the same picture, or type, is employed for those who
are alike blessed, we may be sure there is a definite purpose,
and that we shall find a helpful parallel. And are not those
who will be preserved from identifying themselves with Anti-
christ, even though they know Him not, nor His gracious
restraining at the outset, loved with the same love that led our
Lord to Calvary for us, and will ‘not the exceeding riches of
God's grace be seen in a united:people to all eternity?

Meanwhile, we wait the return of the'Great Shepherd of
the sheep (Heb. 13. 20), and long that, finstead of the hire-
ling spirit, there may be more pastoral'love of under-shepherds,
subject to the Chief Shepherd (1 Pet.'s5. 4) in our own hearts,
and in the hearts of others. The intensely practical meaning
of these parables, and all Scripture, both as to our gratitude
to the Lord, and our relation to one another, can never be
overlooked. ITow precious should be the unity of saints, and
how real our use of the Lord's pasture day by day. Psalm 23
is not only for childhood’s learning but for sainthood’s ex-
perience. The Holy Spirit makes Holy Scripture living. |

The believer's path is not easy. Children of God are still
sent forth as sheep in the midst of wolves (Matt. 10. 16),
and thus are very dependent on continual miracles of grace,
the more so as Matthew 7. 15 is not without saddening illus-
trations. But Hebrews 1. 14 reminds us of our Father's watch-
ful care. Everything needful is provided, and have we mnot
proved the constant faithfulness of “ the Shepherd and Bishop ™
(or Overseer) of our souls (1 Pet. 2.'25)? DBut He, Who
graciously uses many ‘“means,” condescends to employ "“ one
another.,” Hence the important threefold restoration of Peter
in John 21, with its various words for sheep and .lambs, indi-
cates the deep and loving interest we'should have in the differ-
ent temperaments and conditions of different children of 'God,
that all may be helped forward, and shepherded and fed
aright, How real is the emphasis on the supply of the true
Jood : there is no pasture to compare with the words of God.
Do we feed aright, and lead others to the same precious
supplies? .

In the Book of Revelation our beloved Lord is revealed
rather as the Zamb, and His death is prominently before us,
as the One Sacrifice for His covenant people; but the Lamb
Himself has there the ministry of the Shepherd, and feeds,
and leads, in chapter 7. 17 (cf. Ps. 28. 9). Thus His sheep
will not cease to look to Ilim, nor will His shepherding love
vary, though their need, and the valley of the shadow of death,
and the wild beasts of earth will ‘no more be found. Glory
be to God that nothing will change our relationship to Him
though earth’s trials will be past. Eternity will illustrate His
love, but will never exhaust it. Praise and joy and readiness
to do His will, without one flaw, will be our blessed response.
May these meditations on Scripture be used by the Holy Spirit
to bring more into this -attitude to-day. :
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‘““A Chosen Vessel Unto Me to Bear My

Name."
Acts 9. 15: _
WHAT am I? A vessel. Then what does the vessel contain?
The important point is that a vessel is made with a

purpose, and if it is empty it is not true to its name, whatever
external beauty it may possess.

In 2 Corinthians 4. 7 the Holy Spirit speaks very definitely
to our hearts, ‘“ We have this treasure in earthen vessels.” O
how choice is the treasure:—'* The light of the knowledge of
the glory of God.” Think what such words mean. This treasure
is entrusted to us. Do we hide it, or show it? When God, in
His lovingkindness, laid hold of Saul, he meant to put some-
thing within him. No longer was he to be Saul a Pharisee, but
Paul a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and bearing His name.
*“ To me to live is Christ " : who can say all that this implies?

Whose name do you and T bear?” Do men see the Lord
Jesus Christ in us? Do we attract attention to Him or to
ourselves?  Wherever we go do we hear HIS name, and
glorify Him? The psalmist said, 1 will go in the strength
of the Lord God: I will make mention of Thy righteousness,
even of Thine only ” (Ps. 71. 16). How contrasted is the
attitude of a natural man. Gamaliel spoke of a Theudas, to
whom men joined themselves, and of a Judas * who drew away
much people after him  (Acts . 37).  But John the Baptist
rejoiced that Christ should increase, and himself decrease (John
3. 30). Paul grieved to think that in the assembly at Ephesus
men would arise ‘‘ speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after them " (Acts 20.30). It was this that his whole
life hated. He wished Christ to be magnified in his body,
whether by life or by death (Phil. 1. 20). How he would have
mourned over any calling themselves ** Paulicians,” or a
building being named ** Saint Paul’s.” The name of Christ was
dear to him beyond measure and we hear the precious words
““ Now I beseech you, brethren, by the NAME of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ve all speak the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among vou,” followed by * Lest any should say
I had baptized in(to) mine own name’* {1 Cor. 1. 10, 15).* All
personal glory, all names of other men, all sectarian names, and
all other possibilities are set aside, and we are simply to bear the
Lord’s Name, as to our acceptance before God, and in our
ministry alike. We can never think too much of Him. O that
" other things "’ may be cast out, and that there may be room
in_the cleansed ** vessel ' for His Name!

* This is deeply important. If baptism were not MEANT for all
children of God. he would have been wrong to associate his not
baptizing with SUCH a reason. Baptism is Divinely intended to
exalt the Lord Jesus alonec. o
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“As is the Hemownly, such are they also'that are heavenly.

“As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also
bear the image of the keavenly” 1 Corinthians 15. 48, 49.

A Word of Introduction.

H OW wondrous is the change that God's grace .fas twrowught

for believers. “1Ve were in Adam,” we are . in Christ”
And ke wew relationship involves an entirely new prospect.
Believers will be like- unto their Lord (Phil. 3. 20, Ps. 17, 13,
Rom. 6. 5). The result of sin, seen tn our body, and in iis
dealh, will no more be felt or seen. “We shall be changed”
“lhen shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death
is swallowed up in victory,” “we have a building of God, an
house not made with hands, eternal in the lkeaquens.”  What
manier of persons ought we lo be, and how definitely shonld
our life make manifest the heavenly calling, and being with
Him, and being like Him for ever (1 John 3. 2, 3). IVith thss
object of [lis glory are lhese pages sent forth. May He have
all the glory. ‘ r
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Trust.

“I have TRUSTED in Thy mercy " (Ps. 13. 5).

“I TRUST in the mercy of God for 'ever and ever "
{Ps. 52. 8).

“He that TRUSTETH in the Lord, mercy shall compass
him about " (Ps. 32, 10).

“What time I am afraid, I will TRUST in Thee * (Ps.
56. 3).

“In God I have put my TRUST: I will not fear " {Ps.
56. 4, 11), - ,
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“T will TRUST, and not be afraid ” (Isa. 2. 2).

“His heart is fixed, TRUSTING in the Lord"” (Ps. 112. 7).

“They that TRUST in the Lord shall be as mount Zion
which cannot be moved " (Ps. 125. 1).

“They that TRUST in their wealth . . . none of them
can by any means redeem " (Ps. 49. 6, 7). )

“TRUST not in oppression, and become not vain in
robbery " (Ps. 62. 10).

" “Because ye despise this word, and TRUST in oppression
. . . therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready
to fall™ (Isa, 30.12, 13).

“Woe to them that go down to Egypt, . .
in charlots ™ (Isa. 31.1.)

“TRUST ye not in lying words™ (Jer. 7. 4).

“ Because thou hast TRUSTED in thy works and in thy
treasurcs, thou shalt also be taken' (Jer. 48, 7).

“ Thou didst TRUST in thine own beauty ” (Ezek. 16. 15).

“Ye have eaten the fruit of lies: because thou didst
TRUST in thy way ™ (Hos. 10. 13).

“Woe to them that are at ease 1 Zion, and TRUST in
thc mountain of Samaria” (Amos 6. 1),

“If he TRUST to his own righteousness, and commit
iniquity . . . for his iniquity that he hath committed, he
shall die for it" (Ezek. 33. 13).

“He that TRUSTETH in his own heart is a fool " (Prov.
28. 26).

« 'I)‘RUST in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding ” (Prov. 3. 5)-

“Cause me to hear Thy lovingkindness in the morning;
for in Thee do T TRUST " (Ps. 143. 8).

“ Cursed be the man that TRUSTETH in man, and maketh
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord. For
he shall be like the heath in the descrt, and shall not sce when
good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the
wilderness, in @ salt land and not inhabited. Blessed is the
man that TRUSTETH in the Lord, and whose hope tha
Lord is. For he shall be as a trce planted by the water
and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall n¢
see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and sha
not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall ceas
from yielding fruit* (Jer. 17. 3-8).

. and TRUST

The repentance of believers is quite as prominent in the
Scriptures as the repentance of sinners. [s it so in our lives,
and our ministry?

Faith is not creative, but receptive: it does not make a
promise, but takes it. If we imagine that we can have faith
for what we “like,” as we like, we are putting presumption and
sentiment in the place of loving response to God's will.
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Mistakes Through Misreading Genesis 4.

OW many times has this chapter been brought up in the

open air, when we tell of the gospel of Christ. And the
objector professes to be coucerned about what he calls a mis-
take, while all the time he is unconcerned about his own coun-
dition,—a dying man in a dying race. And the sowrce of the
objection is soon revealed by its #afure. The enemy who mis-
quoted God’s words in Genesis 3. 1 is discovered, working on
the fertile soil of a sinful heart to bring forth spiritual “ thorns
and thistles.” When we get to the root of the question raised,
it is not against what is written but against what is nof
written. This is a poor objection. The opposer first alfers one
word, (thereby changing the whole meaning), and then asks
why we are mof told whom Cain married. The elways-altered
word of verses 16, 17 (“took"” instead of “knew ") shows
how every one quotes from others, and this is called independ-
ent thought. Alas, if schoolboys make the same mistake, we
suspect copying, but infidels glory in their shame. The iden-
tical word in verse 1 shows that Cain's marriage is never
associated in Scripture with the land of Nod.

A similar attitude as to the silence of Scripture is found
in the adding of a thought which is not implied by a single
verse in the chapter. The opposer speaks of oni{y two sons.
Apart from the testimony of Genesis 5. 4, (related to 1. 28),
the whole of the fourth chapter indicates the contrary. It
shows throughout that it mentions but a small part of the
history, and a few of the names.

Again the objector quite misreads verse 14. “ Every one
that findetk me" does not allude to distant newly-met inhabit-
ants of another land. Z74ey would have no reason to kill
because of Abel's death. Such judgment was associated solely
with the avenger of blood pursuing (cf. Num, 33, 27 “find ).
The point is that Cain would be a fugitive, and 'he feared his
own relatives who (he thus implies) were living in the family
of Adam when he committed the crime. Hence his words
suggest the very point which men deny, and refer tc no one
else.

Yet again, the passage ciaims to deal with many years:
it has no suggestion of brief lives: it gives no date for the
building of the city. The objector’s theory that the murder
took place soor after birth, and that the city was built almost
immediately, is based on the most unfitting assumptions. O that
men may realize the testimony of this chapter against their
sin also, and concerning the one way of salvation, and not
suffer the enemy of souls to blind them to its message, with
such bascless and sinful opposition|

The coming of the Logrjesus is the bright hope for His
redeemed, but it has “no brightness in it” for those who
do not love Him.
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Some Thoughts on 2 Corinthians 3 and 4,

HAN epistle of Christ” surely contains His words of which

: He Himself said, *“ If ye abide in Me, and My words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be doue
unto you" (John 15. 7, cf. John 14. 15, 23, Mark 8. 38, &c.).
An epistle without words is the work of a baby: all our Lord's
words should be dear to us, inscribed upon our very hearts.
The new covenant is not less literal than the old, but the placc
of writing is internal, not external, and the material is differ-
ent, even @ tender heart, not a stone, Legalism rather belongs
to stone, and he who alters this word glibly may betray that his
heart is becoming strong rather than softened. An individual
believer and an assembly, not receiving the words of Christ
have alike failed in the appointed mission. A fleshy " (not
fleshly) table is gladly receptive (Jas. 1. 21): thus will therc
Le fruit, and testimony, and glory to His Name in the mani-
festation of Himself.

It is worthy of notice that the believers were not an
epistle of Paul, but of Christ (cf. 2 Cor, 4. 5); his was only
the privilege of ministry (verse 6, c¢f. 1 Cor. 3. 5). And
they were only a recommendation for him if they had the
words of Christ on their hearts. Any other feachinxg is a dis-
honour (Matt. 5. 19, and more manifestly still 2 John 10).
The stress on the heart and on knowing God is not alone in
Jeremiah 31. 31-34. [t is throughout the New Testament.
And what have we in our hearts, and written upon our affec-
tions? 1 Chronicles 29. 3 is deeply impressive, leading up to
verses 17-19, with the “heart” five times. Romans 2. 15, if
rightly punctuated, would seem to show the children of God in
contrast with those whose thoughts will accusc or excuse in the
day when God shall judge* Have we the work of the law,
even righteousness, written in our hearts, so that we delight
in the law of God according to the inward man (Rom. 7. 22)?
Ink is black, and without life: it is material, and is not
identified with the paper on which it is written. How different
is the Spirit of the Living God. Alas that many misunder-
stand His stress on the words and glory of Christ, and seek
fresh revelations, and imagine these are from the Spirit ofl
God. Hence, too, the sadly glib use of the words “I was
led.” O, dear believing reader, if you and 1 arc truly led, we
shall be “led” to the words and ways of the Lord Jesus. Do
you not sce God's object, of which the silver coin in Matthew
22. 20 1s a picture? That coin had an “image and super-
scription.”  All believers, “not redeemed with corruptible
things as silver and gold . . . but with the precious blood of
Christ” (1 Pet. 1. 18, 19), are to be « changed into the same

*T'he parepthcsis seems 1o finish in the middle and the latter part.
linked with verse 16, reads on from verse 12.
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image” (2 Cor. 3. 18). This is the object of the Spirit of
God, of which an exact travesty is found in Revelation 13. 14.
Christ is to be “formed” in us (Gal. 4. 19, see also Col. 1.
27). But you and 1 cannot have Him without His words (Johu
I5. 7), we cannot have the image without the superscriptiou,
and the Holy Spirit still writes and impresses those words.
Errors in *“ dispensationalism ™ would sometimes seem lo veil
this. Matthew 28. 19, with John 15. 14, shows the importance of
Christ’s commandments (John 14. 15). 1t is not spirdtuality to
omit Baptism, nor to alter the symbols in the Lord's Supper,
nor to ignore Matthew 5. 7. It is not a mere literality to have
the Lord’s words in our heart-affections: it is sin to suggest
anything else. Let this be realized, and the misuse of the ex-
pression “ The letter killeth ” will be humbly confessed.

The tables of stone were beautiful, they were written with
the finger of God (Ex. 31. 18). But law cannot save, it
cannot make alive {Gal. 3. 21), it can only work wrath against
the sinner. If it “gave,” or compromised, it would cease to
be a righteous law. Its very holiness makes it strengthless,
not in itself, but through the flesh of man (Rom. 8. 3). The
principle of Romans 11. 6 stands firmly: we cannot mingle law
and grace: law must be used “lawfully” (1 Tim. 1. 8). Ad-
mixture has ever brought confusion, and thus detracted from
the glory of God. The holy law of God (Rom. 7. 12) in fwo
tables of stone was, and must be, unyielding. It could not
become the food and life of sinners, it must remain as the
witness against man, and the principle of fwo witnesses,
at least, and their fwo stones first (Deut. 17. 5-7), would,
by the ¢wo tables, suggest God’s own judgment ready
for the guilty. Longsuffering may wait ( First,” John 8. 7,
“ Neither do I condemn thee,” verse 1o), but judgment must
fall. The breaking of the tables in Exodus 32 made a back~
ground for longsuffering (Ex. 32. 19). Moses was permitted
thus to act in the forbearance of God, but he could not make
atonement (Ex. 32. 30-33). Nor can longsuffering be indefi-
nitely continued. It is limited to “days™ (cf. 1 Pet. 3. 20).
The seme law must be re-written, this time on stone associated
with the earth, teiling of One Who would become Man, and on
Whose whole life God's will would be written (Ps. 4o0. 6-8),
and provision was made for the law not to be given to the people
on the second occasion. Grace reigning through righteousness
(Rom. 5. 21) must be manifested after longsuffering, and thus
the unbroken tables are kept, and for all united with the Mercy
Seat, even the Lord’s people united with Christ, there are no
tonger the stones to judge, The cherubim cannot become the
other side of the Mercy Seat: the Lord Jesus is ever between
and His redeemed rest on Him. But the tables of stone, for
those who have no Mercy Seat, remain, even as the Lord Jesus
will return with the sword of His mouth (Rev. 19.15), for
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all who do not know Him by faith as the One against Whom
the sword of Zechariah 13. 7 awoke. O the blessedness of His
substitution! O the glory of the gospell

(/] the lord will, lo be continucd).

How Old was Terah when Abram was Born?
TIIE Scripture stress on younger sons in Genesis, (electing

grace, not nature), must never be forgotten (Abel and
Seth, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Ephraim). The order in Genesis in
11. 26 would not prove that Abram was the firstborn. If he
was #ol/, we have a striking help to prayerful care as to infer-
ences regarding Scriptural numbers and chronology. Does the
Holy Spirit indicate? Genesis 11. 26 implies that Terah's
cldest son was 135 when he dicd, but ch. 12, 4 shows Abram
was only 75 after this period (note Acts 7. 4). If we realize
Abram was much younger, we can understand more impressively
his language to Lot in ch. 13. Let us look at some other
verses. “How many have spoken against Scripture, and have
said, “ Adam and Eve had only two sons.” We have referred
them to Genesis 5.3,4. It is deeply [interesting to see also
that Seth was not the eldest son, but a careless perusal of this
chapter might lead some to think he was. Scripture is not
written for carelessness but that we may compare Scriptupe
with Scripture. We compare Genesis 5. 32 and 8. 13, and
realize in the light of 11. 10 that Shem was z0¢ the eldest son,
though his name is first. Chapter 10, 21 confirms, and it is
noteworthy that Shem is last in that passage. Genesis 25. 9
comes before us to confirm. This may lead us to the possibil-
ity that the remarkably divergent ages at birth in chapter 5
are because the line of Messiah, through Noah, and not of the
eldest son, is herc given. Anything clse Jremarkably would
have veiled the chronology data of that chapter, the only
chronology for the period, involving much of deep importance
to the child of God. Surely the wisdom of God shines out
in little things, and we would worship. These hints as to the
history remind us how small a portion is given, and how vain
are the inferences of many when they ignore God's silence,
and perfect selection. O that the result of our prayerful study
may always be reverence and thanksgiving, that He may
be glorified.

Observe the Zwofold thought of heavenliness and the
coming glory in the three following verses:—

“NOW is My kingdom not FROM HENCE " (“not of
this world,” John 18, 36).

“HERE have we no continuing city, but we seek (the)
one TO COME " (“about to be,” Heb. 13. 14).

“ Faith is the substance of things hoped for (future), the
evidence of things not seen” (heavenly, Heb. 11. 1).
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Parables Associated With Feasts.
THE emphasis on hospitality was ever to the front in the East:

we notice this as soon as Abraham received the heavenly
Visitors, nor was it otherwise with Lot. Moreover God has
always given instruction by means of the ‘body which He has
treated, and He has appointed the way in which we receive
its nourishment, in order to afford many typical lessons as to
the taking, enjoying, and assimilating of His precious truth,
which thereby becomes part of ourselves. Accordingly from
(renesis 1 pnward He mentions food: for example, immediately
after the fall and the flood instructing both Adam and Noah
concerning it, and linking it, moreover, with Tsrael's exodus,
and with the new covenant alike. We may be sure there are
deep spiritual lessons. O that we, while pondering the Scrip-
ture, may partake with joy thereof, and receive His teaching
into our very being. ‘

The Lord Jesus was pleased to speak of eating in various
parables. Some have been already considered, as those of
the contrasted old and new wine in Luke 5, and the friend at
midnight in Luke 11. 5-8, and a feast was prepared for the
welcomed son, the prodigal ar rather the lost one who wag
found. Shall we now meditate on the Lord’s message regarding
places at a wedding (Luke 14. 7-11), and the parallel, yet con-
trasted, feasts of Matthew 22, 1-14 and Luke r14. 12-24?
Afterwards the lessons of Matthew 24. 45-51 and of the Ten
Virgins (Matt. 25, 1-13) may be used to God's glory in our
lives, : i
In accord with the Lord's order, we would ponder Luke 14.
7-11 before the later “invitation " parable. Naturally we
should be inclined to reverse. But only as the condition of
humility here before us is illustrated can we rightly understand
the following Scriptures. How definitely our Lord gives a
similar message in Luke 18. 14, which should be read with
16. 75. Do we think anything of ourselves, either as to the
first welcome, or as to our service after salvation? O that it
may not be so. "The Lord Jesus always scarchingly beheld
“how’ men acted (Luke I4. 7). We cannat bhe (0o lowly in
manner, because of lowliness in heart. So much literature
to-day tends to another standpoint, and onec is painfully con-
scious of the constant need for God’s inner reproofs against
self being lifted up. It is not for us to say what “place” is
ours. The lowest or last, room, or place, should be the one
taken. Paul knew something of this as he wrote “less than
the least of all saints™” (Eph. 3, 8). This was not mock-
modesty. e knew he had received instruction and responsi-
bilities beyond many, but he also knew that, to whom men com-
mit much, of him they will ask the more. Hence he could not
even begin to commend himself. Only the Lord can analyze
and weigh up His people and their service: © Judge nothing
before the time, until the Lord come " (1 Cor. 4. 5). If only
we could realize our unworthiness more without excusing our
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failures, there would be richer blessing. The spirit of pride
is stronger than we are aware,

There is a “ threefoldness ™ in Luke 14, as in chapter 15,
so we must not overlook the message of verses 12-14. How
definitely is the peril of self-seeking set forth a second time,
and thus we reach the record of the great szpper, which has
so often provided a gospel message. Thanks be unto God for
the precious words ““ Come; for all things are now ready.” But
do they not remind us of Matthew 22. 4 where we have a
breakfast or early dinnert May not this come before us first,
and the supper after? We can be sure that the Lord Jesus
indicates some distinction. Let our prayerful study be deep.
but Tet it be full of that love to our Lord, and to souls, which
buys up the opportunity to “bid to the marriage.”

The King made the feast for His Son. This was His
object: He had none other. No one elso was joined with
His Son. How many parables set forth the uniqueness of the
Lord Jesus. The previous context (in ch. 2r1: there are no
chapter breaks in Scripture) leads up to this the more ¢m-
phatically—the Heir and the Headstone. The first invitations
here are with a view to His glory. There are not two dinnems.
Our joy (and there is joy) is ever wrapped up in Z7s cxaltation.
The servants were first sent to ce/!/ those who had been called:
the same word is repeated: this would seem to refer to Israel,
to whom the law (and the prophets)} had given a preparatory
message, and thus we see that this also was with a view to
Christ (Johns. 46). The servants of verse 3 are distinguished
from those before and after. We were not told the time of
their ministry: if the singular were used we should think of
john the Baptist inasmuch as from his ministry the definite
and open invitation began (Matt. 3. 2, 11. 13, Luke 16, 16),
although the prophets led up to this (Acts 3. 24, 1 Det. 1.
1o, 11). It ds true that in one parable there is often a two-
foldness, and He Who was Son tock upon Himself the form
of a Servant, and Himself witnessed, confirming and amplifying
the testimony of John (Matt. 4. 17, see John 3. 11 with 323,
This might make the words “ Again He sent olker servants"
of verse 4 easier to understand, interpreting with regard to the
apostles’ message, affer the sacrifice was killed, and all things
were made tready, which we observe Is not s‘tated in verse 3.
But if the testimony of those whom the Lord sent out before
His death (Matt. 10. 7) is included in verse 3, the “other
servants " would seem to refer to the ministry of such as
Stephen and Paul and those who were rejected among Israel
till the wery judgment of verse 7 came upon Jerusalem (1
Thess. 2. 16). We put both thoughts before God’s dear
children: He may grant us further help, as we wait: it is so
important not to hasten to conclusions.

(I} the Lord will, to be continued).
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“I am sought of them that asked nol; I am found of them

that sought Me not: [ said, Behold /Ile behold Me, unto a
nation that was not called by My Name” Isa.1ah 65. I.

A Word of Introduction.

G[fACE is lo the undeserving. [l is not of hive that run-

neth, for we turned every one lo kis own way. It is not
of hkim that willeth, for we willed not to come. The Shepherd
Jound ihe lost sheep. IVien we were dead, God loved us, and
caused us to live. We did not seek ilim with natural good-
ness and nalural seeking: there is no roows for pride. Our
mind cannot grasp all this means. Ve cannot evplam (rnor
would we atlempt to explain), with “ words of man's wisdom."”
We own that we deserved 7udgmwzt We kuow that God has
saved apart from works, yea in spile of our “ wicked works)”
and recounciled ws to llumsel/ by Mis beloved Sow, that our
hearls may be grateful and Jull of worship. Bul is it sof Do
we realize the privilege of praise as we showld?
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Parables Associated With Feasts.
(Continued.)

Let us observe that a difference of iuterpretation in such
a matter is quite distinct from a difference of doctrine. Both
thoughts may be included here: both are in harmony with
Scripture truth: there is no antagonism between them: the
only point is “ What is the special application of this verse?
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It is well to be kept humble before God as to every detail.*
But whoever the servants were in verse 3 they were sent to
Israel (note Matt. 10. 5, I5. 24), and the twice-called ones
still refused. “They were not willing to have come.” The
verbs used, and the tenses also, emphasize a sad condition of
heart. There was an attitude of “will,”” and it continued
fixedly against the tender words of welcome. Such is man,
even amid religious ceremonies, and though outwardly earnest.
How much we need God’s work on, and in, our “wills ” (Ps.
I10. 3, note John 5. 40).

“ Again He sent forth other servants.”

This was plainly a further definite witness. We are slow
to realize the mercy whereby God sent especially to Israel after
the rejection of His beloved Son. This is before us in Acts
even in more distant parts {13. 46, 28. 28), and Romans 1. 16
illustrates. The message here recorded was addressed to those
bidden. We are not to draw hurried inferences, and assume
the Gentiles were forgotten, or that the message of Matthew
28. 18-20 is diffcrent. The Lord Jesus was speaking to Israel,
and showing the tenderness that would be longsuffering to
Israel. The taking away of the kingdom (Matt. 21. 43), and
stewardship (Luke 16. 2), and of God's house (Matt. 23. 38),
long preceded the actual scattering and burning. We remember
how the Shekinah glory of the Lord waited in the visions of
Ezckiel. “ Behold, I have prepared My dinner: My oxen and
fatlings are killed, and all things are ready.” The words “ pre-
pared” and “ready’” are from the same root: this emphasis
is important: all is God’s work. When He makes aught ready
it is ready. We call to mind, “ Heal me, O Lord, and I shall
be healed ” (Jer. 17. 14, contrast 51. 9). How blessed is His
perfect work. As the many sacrifices in the types pictured
but one Saviour, may it not be so here? Is it strange that
when the personal appreciation of His work is before us, as
that varies, there are different sacrifices? The work before God
and in its fulfilment of His claims is one. But when a type
is employed, that must fail, and why not indicate this in num-
ber as well as character? “Come unto the marriage.” A
renewed word of invitation, and an emphasis on the purpose.
That remains unchanged: the Son must, as cver, be exalted.
The “other servants " had the one message (see Acts 19. 4,
26. 22, 23), but the testimony to Israel first (Acts 3. 26) could
"%t is helpful to ponder with Matthew 21, 34.37. Thereby we sce
God's longsuffering and continued witness (Jer, 25. 3), The parable
of the householder does not begin with ** The Kingdom of heaven
is like.” It is earlier in fulfilment, for the coming of the Lord is
viewed as last here (hence the wider term ** Kingdom of God " in verse
43- how exact is the language of Scripture). The two detachments
of servants here may indicate the former and latter prophets (Zech.
1, 4): in this way chapter 22 follows very searchingly. O that we
may respond to all God’s testimony, and that we may not have the
hardness of heart here unveiled,
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now include the fact that everything was finished and prepared.
Yet Luke 6. 31 was solemnly iilustrated.

But there was a remnant (Rom. 9. 6, 11. 3), and it is im-
portant to sce that God’s purpose stands, and the last verse of
this very parable indicates this (Matt. 22, 14). But how
clearly the failure of man as to all outward “calling ” makes
evident the need for the inner call of sovereign power (Rom.
8. 30), and how grateful we should be that this has reached
unto us. Yet the rejection by man does not make our preaching
unnecessary. God keeps on sending (Jer. 25. 4). Those who
hold back from gospel responsibilitics because of man's ruined
condition, or by misusing the grace of God in election, are
quite out of harmony with the Lord Jesus. Those called to
preach the gospel of peace must go, whether men hear or for-
bear. And observe the character of their message. God Him-
self indicates this. It begins with “Behold”: there is a
dignity and a definiteness. Men owght to give attention. “1I
have prepared ” shows authority, in sounding forth the message
from God and His words. The blessedness of the gospel must
be declared, and its sacrificial basis. We are not merely to
preach law and judgment, but ever to emphasize the work
of Christ on Calvary. And then a definite invitation, yea,
a command is given in His Name. Nor is the mode of
ministry changed in approaching the Gentiles (9). We do not
preach to the elect as elect, but to sinners as sinners. The
hearers are accountable to “come.” But it is not for us to
modify the gospel entrusted to us, in another way. The
“ pearl-promises ”' of the gospel are not to be scattered. The
fact of the sacrifice is asserted but we do not add, “It is for
you, whether you come or not.” The Holy Spirit will apply.
We are to say ‘“Come,” and we have no doubt that all who
come will find the feast is for them, but if we affirm that all
whoe hear are within the substitutionary work of Christ, we
deny that it is really substitutionary for any. Though the
desire in adding may be to glorify and enforce His work, (cf.
those who did not ebey His instructions, Matt. 9. 31), we dis-
honour Him when we lean to our own understanding. Is it
not sufficient to proclaim that God’s appointed sacrificial work
has been fully done, and that all is ready, and to say “ Come "'?
This is decfinite, and our manner sheuld be one of love and
earnestness, but let us never degrade the work of Him for
Whom the marriage is made. The guests are His. All is
for His glory and joy, and He shall yet see of “the travail
of His soul.”

(7} the Lord will, o be continued).

It is easier to point out the mistakes of others than to
have victory over one's own failures. The flesh can do the
first well, but we need the Holy Spirit's enabling for the
second. ‘ ;
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“It Thou therefore wilt worship me, all
shall be Thine” (Luke 4. 7).

’I‘HE daring cffrontery of the devil is seen in these wicked
words. And the demand of owne act of worship, rather
than a necessary continuatce, shows, as in Eden, the deadly
naturc of one sin, and also the devil’s object. When we ponder
our beloved Lord's consistent attitude, in receswing worship
(e.g. John g. 38, Matt. 28. 17), the character of Satan's sin
1s still more manifested. And Joln 4. 23 shows this yet again.
Further, we have a key to much saddening history. The

request of the devil here, and the climax in Revelation 13. 4
remind us that

(a) The enemy is not always working to sccure mere ncga-

tives or atheistic irreligion.
(b) Man is naturally “religious.”
(c) Satan wishes somehow to put himself in the place of
God (Isa. 14. 14, cf. 2 Thess. 2. 4)

Hence the cxpression “the god of this age” (2 Cor. 4. 4) is
deepiy impressive, and the sowing of tares, awhile like wheat,
in Matthew 13 reveals yet again the devil’s plan. He wishes
to obtain worship, with a religiousness and a counterfeit
“church,” made to appear like that which God has appointed.
Where can we find this? Those who laud Constantine, and
who find joy in the religious history of Europe, miss the true
answer. Nominal Christendom is the devil's counterfeit of the
church: the harlot is the travesty of the bride: a religious
organization established on the earth, and without a pilgrim
attitude, and without the purifying Hope of our Lord's near
Coming, is the work of the‘enemy. Yes, “an enemy hath done
this.” Swiftly the inference comes to a disciple:—separation
unto the Lord from all such organizations. O for opened.
anointed eyes to sce, and devoted hcarts to obey, in the Holy
Spirit.

Antichrist will accept the devil's offer (Dan. 11. 38), and
will have the rule of the world till the times be changed (Dan.
7. 22). This is solemnizing. But long before the lawless one
comes there is “ the mystery of lawlessness " (2 Thess. 2. 7):
and how did professing Christians obtain of old a world power?
How did the “little flock™ cease to be little and despised?
How was persecution removed, and another position of \\orldly
influence substituted in many lands? “The birds of the air’
were brought inte the branches of the changed mustard “ tree,’
no longer a “herb.” Now we understand why “images of
saints,” &c., were made, and pictures exalted. “ Worship" i
the enemy’s desire. And one wonders who is the “ Universal
Father” whom many to-cday acknowledge. 1le is not the Cod
and Father revealed in Seripture. ‘

The principle is deeply heart-scarching. It is still easy
to procure carthly advantages by compromise: it may be “only
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once.” But a conscience belonging to God has no hesitation.
A definite refusal, in faith, is the only Scriptural path. But
there must be a personal exercise of soul., Naaman asked to
be “pardoned” in doing that which troubled him. When he
was told to “ Go in peace,” this was no permission to do what
he had suggested, but a call to renounce that which he could
not do “in peace”; but Elisha would not be his conscience.
He needed personal resolution. Never let us trifle with our
own tender consciences, or dull them. Do we choose the
things of earth at the cost of disobedience, or the things of
God at the cost of earthly loss? How blessedly contrasted is
Philippians 3. 7, 8 with Hebrews 12. 16. May we be enabled
to detect the wiles of the devil, and to be devoted unto the
Lord alone, in these “perilous times.” It is a privilege to
know that the Holy Spirit indwells, in order that we may
discern the will of God (Heb. 4. 12).. True worship is very
precious: emphasize the privilege: ever let it be “in Spirit
and in Truth” (John 4 23). :

Descriptions in Romans 16.

“ Qursister " (1). “A servant (deaconess) of the church™ ( 1).
“A succourer of many.” (Root “standing in front,” and so,
leadlng onward, I).

¢ My helpers (fellow workers) in Chrlst Jesus " (3)-

“My beloved ™ (35). * Firstfruits™ (5).

*““Who bestowed much labour on us” (6).

" My kinsmen"” (born together, 7). ¢ My fellow-prisoners”
(7). “Of note among the apostles” (7). “In Christ” (7).

*“ My beloved in the Lord "™ (8).

“Qur helper (fellow-worker) in Christ™ (9).

*My beloved” (9). - .

“ (The) approved in Christ” (10).

© “My kinsman " (11). . “In the Lord "™ (11).

“Who labour in the Lord " (12).

“Which laboured much in the Lord " (12).

*“(The) chosen in the Lord™ (13).

“ The brethren" (14).

“The saints " (13).

Observe the different descriptions Divinely given. Which
by grace do we illustrate? Somietimes there is the emphasis on
spiritual relationship, sometimes on activity, sometimes rather
on suffering. Note the sphere, “in Christ,” “in the Lord.”
Observe “my” and “our”: with wondrous wisdom, though
sisters have the first two places, the apostle never uses “my "
of an individual sister. The Holy Spirit Himself guides us
thereby. How blessed it is to give children of God a personal
encouragement, and to “ greet the friends by name’™ (3 John
14). Romans 16 will ever live, with its rich effect on our
spiritual life, in the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
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The letter still “ killeth,” apart from salvation. The gospel
has not modified the law, nor weakened it. Its holy claims
have not faded away. “ Confidence” is only through Christ
(2 Cor. 3. 4), the apostle rejoiced to be a minister of the new
covenant, (verse 6), not making light of the letter that kills,
for we establish law (Rom. 3. 31), but telling of a rightcous-
ness of God, and not of men. “The LETTER killeth " sinful
men, but the SPIRIT, the new covenant graciously applied by
the Spirit of God, giveth life to such, or, as we might more
forcibly render it, “ maketh alive” (the same word as Gala-
tians 3. 2r). There is no fault in the “letter,” but it is a
“ministration of deatk" to sinners (Rom. 7. 10). It was
“ written and engraven in stones,” and stones conld not “ give
life.” How any prayerful reader can think this is an argument
against love's literal obedience, from a grateful heart, delight-
ing in the Lord's commandments, is amazing. Such a theory
only shows how errors can be made, and quoted, and per-
petuated, even among children of God, who should, by tke law
written in their heart, illustrate the exact opposite, and detect
the error, if walking in the power of the Spirit.

There is one further point, however, which should ever be
impressed on the heart. The new covenant is within, All
walking according to the sinful flesh makes “the new covenant”
external, in the experience, and thus renders it parallel with
“the law.” Hence if we become carnal we either become care-
less, or legalistic. But the remedy is to seck grace that we
may walk in the Spirit.

“ The ministration of death” was glorious, but we read of
a glory to be “done away.” Does this mean that God’s law
is to be done away? Observe that the glory brought before us
here is not said to be of the law, but on the face of Moses,
the mediator. The glory of God {Ex. 34. 29) remains un-
changed. The holy law still “stands,” as we have seen, and
the unsaved will yet realize this, and this very passage spcaks
both before and after of those that are lost (2 Cor. 2. 15, 4. 3).
Anything else would be the very universalism that Scripture
denies. What was the temporary glory of Moses? It was
contrasted with the glory over the ark. It was the temporary
glory of winistration, until the Lord Jesus came, as Galatians
3. 24 shows, 'Only for those for whom there is the wew
covenant is the condemnatory law remov:d. Outside Christ
there is nothing but judgment. Let us never fail to empha-
size God's truth in this matter. :

The ministration of the SPIRIT giving LIFE (the two
words are ever connected) is the ministration of RIGHTEOUS-
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NESS (2 Cor. 3. 9). as distinct from that of condemnation.
We might arrange all in parallels:—

*“Tables of stone™ “ Tables of the heart "

* The letter " *The Spirit "

* Killeth ™ * Giveth life "

** Ministration of death™ ** Ministration of the Spirit ”
*“Became in glory ™ (7) *“ Shall be in glory** (8)

* Ministration of condemnation ™ ** Ministration of righteousness
“Glory" ‘ Exceed (overflow) with glory ™
“No glory in this respect” ** The glory that exceileth ™

* Through glory ' (11} “In glory " (11)

A veil *“With unveiled face”

How wondrous is the Divine arrangement: In every word,
every small preposition, every tense, God's grace shines out.
Verbal inspiration is a fact,

Is it not probable that the most frequently quoted sentence
from these chapters is “ The letter killeth”? But it scems to
be very often misinterpreted. Nor is this strange, for many
of us have often quoted from one another's quotations rather
than directly from Scripture, and how few could give the com-
pleted context of the words so lightly used. It is deeply im-
portant to see that the last verse of chapter 2 earnestly warns
against corrupting the Word of God, and may it not be help-
ful for us all to take this warning to heart, and to compare
spiritual things with spiritual more diligently?

The apostle had been unkindly misrepresented by many at
Corinth. May we ever hate such sin! Some spoke disparag-
ingly of his bodily presence (2 Cor. 10, 10). And there were
those who cruelly complained that he was fickle (2 Cor. 1. 17),
and even that he was crafty (2 Cor. 12. 16), when all the while
he loved abundantly (2 Cor. 12. 15), and could truthfully write,
“T seek not yours, but you.” There were others who travelled
about, and yet they were false apostles and ministers of Satan
(2 Cor. 11. 13-15), and such sowed discord and, as in Galatia,
endeavoured to set the believers against the servant of God
through whose loving care they had received so much. In
recording his loving, tearful, anguished concern for the children
of God in chapter 2 he wrote by inspiration, but none the less
from an overflowing heart of personal affection, and was
conscious that some would say he was commending himself.
This suggested the contrast with those who were coming in, and
causing diversity. The right use of letters of commendation
(Acts 18. 27, Apollos), and the misuse are alike hinted. And
from this the Holy Spirit leads on to the contrast, in that Paul
was well known at Corinth, for had he not been used to bring
to the Lord and to instruct in His ways (1 Cor. 4. 15-17)? A
beautiful letter of commendation had therefore deen already
written. How precious are the words, “ written in oxr hearts.”
This does not seem to be only a reference to the heart-love
when the letter was first written. It suggests that as the one
bearing a commendation kept it with him, so the apostle ever
had the dear children of Ged in his heart (cf. Phil, 1. 7). The
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law was written in stones, as we shall see, to condemn, but
fellow believers were inscribed on Paul's heart, that he might
ever pray for them. And his heart-love would skow itself, even
as an epistle of commendation was to be manifest.

(1} the Lord will, to be continued).

The Deliverance of the Creation.

HEN we look around on the animal and 'vegetable world

we sec many and sad results of sin. Death is ever in
front of us. Was it always so? Is'death essentially natural,
or has it come about through sin? There can be only one
answer. “Death” is a memorial of sin. .

Now we can understand the language of 'Romans'8. 20,
« The creation itself was made subject to vanity, not willingly.”
There was no action on the part ‘of creation. Man's will was
against God, and this has brought, thorns, etc., into the world,
and all the other heart-searching reminders of the fall. Adam
is the one who occasioned this subjecting. It is a sad story.

But is that all? Nay, the Lord Jesus, the Second man,
and the Last Adam, will bring blessings to earth: hence we
read “in hope” and join these words closely with verse 21.
And we read them also with verse 19. There’is a parenthesis,
as often in the epistles.* “The earnest expectation ‘of the
creation wesletk for the manifestation of the sons of God. .. in
kope,” etc. God has set before us a hope for the felds,—
“the earth shall yield her increase.” There is’a hope for the
animals—Isaiah 11. 6-9. But it is remarkable that, even as to
nature, God will give man a millennial warning against univer-
salism, “Dust shall be the serpent's meat " (Isa. 163, 25),
“The miry places thereof and the marishes thereof shall not
be healed” (Ezek. 47. 11). ,

Deeply important then is this subject. We sce'how God
Himself speaks through nature, and how willing we should
be even for weariness and stress to-day, and the hindrances
as to carthly prosperity, though beholding God’s longsuffering
0 “seedtime and harvest' (Gen, 8. 22). How grievously
would fallen men misuse a delivered creation to-day, even
as they “began” a climax of iniquity in Genesis 11. 6. All
scattering and limitations are a Divine message and restraint.
O that some may be warned, and seck our precious Lord and
Saviour to-day.

*E.g. Rom. 2. 13-15 (preferably, I think, to the middle of the verse:
reading ** their conscience also bearing witness” with verse 12:

, those who show the work of the law written in their hearts are
blessedly contrasted with those who will feel mingled accusation
and excusing *“in that Day'). Rom. 8. 3, sortow in my heart—for
my brethren: ‘I used to wish is past—leaflet available, 2 Thess.
1,10, 2 Pet. 1. 19 (" take heed—in your hearts ")
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