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“rhe Lord hatle anointed e fo proack good tidings unto
the meek.” Izaiah 61. 10.

A Word of Iatroduction.

HERE is wothing altracltive in the Gospel to a self.
righteons soul. There s g0 music in the message of
mercy, o the prownd, But let one be in the condition God
gractously sels forlh as nol despised by Himself, and the good:
tidings will be sweel indeed. The gospel is entirely filted o
the only ownes lo whom il is addressed, IT'he Lord [esus
applied these words lo Himsel] in Nazareth, But the
acceplable year of the Lord remains, and lhe same characler-
istic is, as we have seen, lo be ours. And the meekness does
not cease when any receive His salvalion. He adds * 1gake
My yoke upon you, for [ am meek and lowly in hearl,” aild
“Blessed are the meeck,” for “ The [ruit of the Spiritis . . .
meekness [} these pages do not help lo Suck a blessedness
0/ CHARACTER they are fsswed in wvatin. Our hearts long that
this may not be so. .n accurate magazine, dut dead, power-
less, Jruitless, would be as much onr dread as error,
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Jew and Gentile

Jubilees of Scripture.

HE Holy Spirit’s emphasis on ** after the sabbath '’ is not
only seen in connexion with the sheaf waved before the
Lord (Lev 23. 11}, but also concerning Pentecost, which,
according to Scripture (contrasted with Jewish tradmon) was
necessarily on the first day of the week (Lev. 23. 16), and thus
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this was a jubilee of days, even as Leviticus z5 unveils the jubilee
of years. Both were connccted with the possession of God's
blessings: this is made very mauoifest in the fulfilling of Pente-
cost as 1o the present dispensation {Acts 2. 1), in which we are
encouraged to have the spiritual counterpart of the book of
Joshua, in enjoying ‘* the earnest of our Iinheritance ' (Eph.
1. 14}, and in victory. The parallels between days and years as
te both sabbath and jubilee are marked, the latter being asso-
ciated with the fand, and thus typical of the soon-coming kingdom
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The characteristic of ' that Day** will
be rejoicing in the possessing of possessions (Obad. 17). *‘ In
the vear of this jubilee ve shall return every man unto his pos-
session ’ is the summing up of Leviticus 25. 13. Israel are, at
present, in the lands of strangers, and thus in captivity: sin has
brought an inverted condition, and Jerusalem is not a praise in
the earth, but Isaiah 13. 1-3 must be fulfiled, and ‘‘ the Lord
shall inherit Judab His portion in the haly land, and shall choose
Jerusalem again *’ (Zech. 2. 12).

Thus we realize the parailel between our spiritual jubilee in
heavenly places, and the added carthly blessings of the delivered
nation in that Day. TIn like manner, we are in the new covenant
now, redeemed by Christ’s precious blood (Matt. 26. 28, Heb. 10
16-22), but there shall be the application to the housc of Judah
(Jer. 31. 31). The anticipatory blessing docs not deny the com-
pletion, but is a firstfruits thereof, and thus a pledge, and the
distinct characteristics of the two dispensations are before us,
to increase our praver and praise, in view of the fulness when
our bodies, and the earth, will enter into the biessing.

In connexion with the number 5o, it may be helpful to notice,
by comparing Exodus jo. 17 with Numbers 10, 11, that the first
sounding of the silver trumpets which spoke of redemption would
scem to have been on a fiftieth dav.  And was not the step
forward ‘* at the mouth of the Lord ** (Num. g. 23), a realization
of God's gift of that which the children of Isracl were to go and
claim?  The emphasis on passover in the preceding chapter
before the instruction as to the journevs would remind of this.
Evervthing that we claim is ours because of the Sacrifice. This
is ever taught in the types. It is in harmony, too, with the
thought expressed above, as to the ‘‘ jubilee '’ and possessions,
that this verv word is rendered ¢‘ ram’s horn *’ in Joshua 6. 5, 6,
8, 13, when Israel, with a jubilee-note, claimed, in the Name of
the Lord, the first city; and this fits also with the silver trumpets
of praise. Ours is not to be a [ife of despondency. Outward
* eircumstances '’ are not to he our primary thought. The
remembrance and memorial hefore God (Num. r10. g9, 10), which
must cause ** davs of (v)our gladness ”’ (Num. r1o. 10), should
be most definitely emphasized. A ijubilec-attitude is meant to
be a jubilant-attitude, and Pentecost is not only the dayv after the
sabbath, it is a jubilee!
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‘“ HE IS THE HEAD.”

IVE times is the headship of the Lord Jesus as to the church,
which is His body, affirmed (Eph. 1. 22, 4. 15, 5. 23, Col.
1. 18, 2. 1g), and five times in the New Testament is He des-
cribed as the Head of the corner with regard to the spiritual
temple (Matt. 21. 42, Mark 12. 10, Luke 20. 17, Acts 4. 11,
1 Pet. 2. 7). His headship is also sven in 1 Corinthians 11. 3,
and 12. 21 makes us realize again His tenderness to His own.
His headship of creation is unveiled in Colossians 1. 18.

It is plain that the glory of Christ is central in Scripture. O
that it may be so in our lives. The Holy Spirit ever exalts Him,
and that which does not exalt Him cannot be of the Holy Spirit.

How deep and impressive is the thought as to the body, for
our physical frame supplies the fundamental illustration. ‘The
Head is
(a) one,

(b} vitally united to all,

(c) above all,

(d) controlling all, when in health,

¢) expressing its (His) will through all,
(f) feeling for all the members.

We also realize there is one spirit in our physical body, and
thus spiritually we realize the One Head and the One Holy Spirit,
in wondrous harmony, working through the many ** joints and
bands ' and members.

The headship of the Husband provides the second illustra-
tion. He gives the name, and has the appointed responsibility,
care, guidance, and oversight. Fellowship and dependence are
beautifully set forth. There cannot be the full blessing without
communion and co-operation.  Again we learn the tenderness of
Christ, and His love to His own. Wec cannot be truly blessed,
cannot be * fruitful in every good work,”” apart from Him. He
is the Head. Our glad dependence on Him is our glory and
honour.

Privileges are ever responsibilities, and likewise responsi-
bilities are privileges. Tt is so easy to have another standpoint,
forgetting that every blessing means more is expected from us:
and likewise to forget that difficulties and trials are truly blessed,
being opportunities for faith, and love, and hope. We are tou
much occupied with things seen and immediate, instead of being
occupied with Christ. ‘* All things work together for good to
them that love God.”’

The words of God are not only instruction; they are spiritual
food; but food necessitates life, and personal partaking, and
assimilation (Matt. 4. 4).
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““That Evil Servant” and similar passages.

ANY are the children of God who have been rightly exercised,
and (may we not say?) troubled over these searching
passages. ‘I'he witness of the Holy Spirit with our spirit is quite
distinguished from a snug and selt-complacent assurance, which
may be based on a mercly mental belief. There is nothing '* easy-
going "’ in the Christian life, though there is, and should be,
confidence and the full assurance of faith. Some have inferred
from such passages that it is possible for a true believer to losc
the eternal life which is the gift of God, and to cease to be a
member of Christ, so that the sealing of God ** until the day of
redemption *’ is withdrawn, This would, it seems clear, uninten-
tionally falsify such Scriptures as John 6. 37, 10. 28, 18. 9,
Phil. 1. 6.

Others, realizing that Christ shall see of the travail of His
soul, and be satisfied, have applied the passages of judgment on
the wicked servant to the millennium, and to a temporary exclu-
sion, with heavy chastisement,—from both the kingdom, and its
glories. The severe words of our gracious Lord must never be
modified, nor must the edge of the sword be ever blunted. There
are solemn *“ if’s,”’ and none of them is without power. Suffering
loss is a reality (1 Cor. 3. 15), and any attempt to gloss over
this, or explain it away, is to change the language of God, and
remove that which is meant to search our hearts. Yea, if I am
rot concerned by the passages regarding the * evil servant,”
there is something wrong in my spiritual condition. But this
interpretation scems to lack Scripture evidence, for

(a) It would mean that a believer in resurrection continues
to sin (e.g., Matt. 25. 24, 23), and that, far from taking the
Lord’s standpoint then, he can be in direct antagonism, not
saying one word of love, but employing language that he would
shrink from uttering even in a low spiritual condition on earth.

(b) It would imply that a believer is associated with ** outer
darkness,”” and with ““ weeping and gnashing of teeth,” words
which are used seven times, and in contexts which seem to por-
tray the ungodly and continued defiance (Matt. 8. 12, 13. 42, 50,
22. 13, 24. 51, 25. 30, Luke r3. 28 in the light too of Acts 7. 34).
Peter’s weeping “‘ bitterly ** is quite different. Nor is there any
thought or suggestion of deliverance from such outer darkness.

We cannot see the suggestion that Matthew 24. 31 signifies,
“ Appoint him his pnsition with the hvocrites,”” though he is not
one,—but rather, since he has, alas, been one, i.e., a nominal
professor.*

* The suzgestion that all servants are present at the same time and place
seems to forget that
(@) The time /s dispensationally onc. but the beginning and ending may
be mentiuned together, although a period intervenes, as in John
5. 28, 29, Acts 2. 17.19, Revelation 22. 12. cf. 2 DPeter 3. 10.
{2) The wicked servant is in each case fos/ (Matt, 25. 24, T.uke 19. 20).

{¢) The enemies are immediately mentioned (Luke 19, 27), but these are
not present at the Jndgment Seat of Christ, associated with the
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But the setting aside of erroneous interpretations mentally
is of no avail, unless we feel the sanctifying power of humbling
truth.  There is a Divinely appointed refusal to say who the
persons are, or to use definite language, which the flesh would
grasp and say, ** I have come to Christ: so this does not apply
to me.” Nothing can be more deadly, or deadening, than truth
held in accord with the flesh. Truth is only applicable to the
Lord’s redeemed, walking in the Spirit.

We firmly believe that all these passages are so worded to
rause us to realize °* assurance ” is not revealed as a mental
dogma, but an experience, and that, though the sole ground of
faith is the finished work of the Lord Jesus, the enjoyment of
faith, as assurance, is only intended as long as there is obedience,
and that it is never permissible to infer from the past, without
regard to the present walk, regarding one’s own salvation or that
of another. This precious safety valve is full of spiritual help-
fulness. O that our heart may feel its living force, and seek to
please our Lord.

Matthew 23. 35 makes clear that one may be in a position
of responsibility and prominence, and yet we are to consider the
possibility of being unmasked as a hypocrite when the Lord
comes. I grant that we have an ““ if ' in verse 48 which is not
in verses 43-47, and it is the same in Luke 12. 45. Therefore we
cannot affirm this will be. But from our standpoint we are to
realize the certainty of such a goal if there is such a path. The
words do not, however, set aside the readiness in revival of true
helievers, for they are viewed as beaten, not beating.

As soon as a child of God finds a merely fleshly relief in the
thought *‘ These are not real Christians,”” he is misusing God's
painful, but precious, truth. So is it with Luke 12. 47, 48. Here
we have God’s principle of heoliness.  There is not the added
wording here with regard to *‘ that Day,”” and the application to
a believer may well be in this day, even as of Matthew 18. 34, 35,
which is associated with the time of fellow servants, and debts
and failures among believers. Does not 1 Corinthians 5. 5 give
light on severe chastisement now? And Hebrews 1z. 6-8 helps.

If we begin to ask, *‘ Is there equality? > or to determine
the proportion of present chastisement and future loss, we forget
that we know very little of the relative privileges of one and
another. It is for Him \Who alone has full wisdom and sover-
eignty to appoint how He will deal with each one in His family,
for our truest profit, and for the manifestation of His perfect
holiness. It is for us to be humbted, and ever to hear the rod,
and to seck His humbling now, rather than loss and dishonour
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. -

Marriage Supper of the Lamb.
{¢) The place #s, in a rcal sensc, one, for it is the throne of the Lord,
whercver manifested in His coming kingdom.
Personally we feel that the searching message to believers in the seven
unmentioned ones after Luke 19. 19, has never been fully realized. Tt is
intended to search us through and through.
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The Balance of Truth.

l OW many crrors have been spread through disproportion.

How important that we should seek grace to set forth truth
as God has unveiled it. Even in nature sugar and alcohol may
be similar in elements, but proportion alters everything in the
power and eflect.

Grace never excuses sin, nor makes godliness unnecessary.
““ Salvation,” the moment we believe, does not sct aside the fact
that *“ we were saved by hope.”” The words ‘‘ hath everlasting
kfe  do not nullify the striking statcinent ** the end everlasting
life.”” ** We have redemnption,’”” but are also ' waiting for the
adoption, the redemption of the body.” There is distinction, but
no contradiction: all is in perfect relation.

James 2z is by no means against Romans 4, but comple-
mentary. Neither chapter is complete without the fulness of
Seripture, including the ct.er.  Correspondingly Hebrews 11
associates Rahab with fa’sy, and James 2. 25 with works, and
there is full harmony, for faith worketh by love (Gal. 5. 6). Let
us, however, particularly observe the Divine testimony that
“ Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness "' (Jas. 2. 23) in connexion with Genesis 22. These
exact ten words (in the Greek) without a single letter different
are found in Romans 4. 3, 5 as a witness for justification by grace
““ to him that worketh not.”” Could any seeming contradiction
be more remarkablc, on the surface? But as soon as we see
(zod’s teaching here, many problems will be solved. Romans 4
rightly alludes to Genesis 15. If Abraham had no fruit from
his faith ia chapter 22, it would be a sad proof that the faith was
dead. The setting aside of works as to justification is the begin-
ning of works as to sanctification; and this is stated to search
and stimulate us in James 2, which does not claim to be basal,
but on a foundation, and with a sphere already established. Mark
the words, ‘“ And the Scripture was fulFILLED which saith,
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for right-
couness: AND he was called the friend of God.”” Here we find
not the initial justification of a sinner, but the ** filling > of that
which has been prepared to filf, and to fill with that which is
living (cf. Jas. 2. 26). Thus therc is perfect harmony A babe
grows, a tree is expected to have fruit, the child of God shows that
his faith is real, The ground of justification remains the same,
but the evidence is fuller, and must he, And we reach the
glorious climax, ** And he was called the iriend of God.”” This
is parailel with John 15. 14, ** Ye are My friends, if ye do what-
soever 1 command vou.”’ Now we can understand the words,
“ Thou seest that the faith was working with his works, and out
from the works was the faith brought to the goal ’ (lit.). How
simple is truth here: how important is our heart-realization and
manifestation in the Holy Spirit.
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Shall we take another example of the Holy Spirit’s use of
words? ‘‘ e saith not, And to seeds, as of many (seeds); but
as of One, and to thy Seed, Which is Christ ' (Gal. 3. 16).
But is not the very same word associated with a great number,
*“ Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to
number them: and He said unto him, So shall thy seed be ”
{Gen. 15. 5, cf. 26. 4)? Here in the same context in Genesis is
another problem. But it is equally rich in blessing. God does
not speak of multiplied seedS, He reveals all blessed in ONE
(Gen. 26, 4). There can be no permanent blessing outside
Christ. Have we any other Scripture where the words ' one ™
and ‘* many " are together? Undoubtedly. We turn to Remans
12. 4 and 1 Corinthians 12. 12 (note also Rom. 5. 13). How
blessed to realize that the Lord Jesus cannot he without His own,
anv more than the mercy seat without the cherubim, of one piece
therewith (Ex. 25. 19, f, ton, John 12, 23}, Thus the diff-
culties of Scriplure are the reverse of contradiction; they wrap
up God’s truth, that each humble belicver, with anointed cyes.
should seek to behold, that we may rejoice in our Lord Jesus
rmore and mere, and glorify His Name.

“ THE WHOLLE HOUSE OF ISRAEL.”
Ezckiel 37. 1.

Scripture knows nothing of a blessing to part of Israel as
such, before ** that Day,”” only to the remnant in Christ (Rom.
11. 5). Hence the stress on Judah and Ephraim together in verse
16, Ephraim is not being Dblest as such in the present dispensa-
tion, but remaining in * graves ”’ (verses 12 and 13). ** Your
own land ”' (14) is clearly emphasized: Palestine not Britain, or
any other land. Then will the words be fulfilled, “the ten
thousands of Ephraim " (Deut. 33. 17). In absolute accord with
this, the blessing to Ephraim beyond other tribes is set before
us in ‘“ that Day " (Jer. 31. 0, see Isa. 11. 13), and NOT
BEFORE. Is not this a fact? 1Vill not this be the ‘' fulness
of nations *’ of Genesis 48. 19, an entire contrast with the rebel-
lious nations of the past (same word, and in the plural, Ezek.
2. 3)? In the first reference to one man and nations, we find
Abraham’s victory over ** Tidal king of nations >’ (Gen. 14. 1.
g, 13-16): how fittingly do we find the same plural concerning
God’s servant, '* Thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of
many pations have I made thee ”’ (Gen. 17. 5). There is also
the spiritual application of this, as Romans 4 indicates, but ** in
that Day,’’ *“ a small one '’ shall become *‘ a strong nation,” so
Ephraim’s ten thousands will, indeed, be fulness of nations. But
this is not row.

Faith never looks to disappointments, but beyond them.
The Lord is greater than all circumstances, they only exalt Him,
as He uses and overrules them all to His Own glory.
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Jew and Gentile.

GOD emphasized lsracl’s separation, yet overruled, as in
Jonah’s sign to the Ninevites, to give striking types
regarding salvation. The Gibconites, who became the Nethinim
of temple service unto Him, afford a remarkable example.

May we add several cases of those who had one parent of
Israel, and the other from the Gentiles?

Timothy comes definitely before us (Acts 16. 1} in the Lord’s
work among the early churches. What a godly servant he was
(Phil. 2. 20-22}. A suggesive parallel as to the building of the
earthly temple of Solomon is found in *‘ the son of 4 woman of
the daughters of Dan, and his father was a man of Tyre”
(z Chron. 2. 14). But a sad contrast is seen in Leviticus 24.
10-14, where ** the son of an Israelitish woman (of Dan) whose
father was an Egyptian . . . blasphemecd the Name.”” Here we
see the bitter result of *‘ mixture.”

Another helpful example of grace is seen in Boaz the son of
Salmon and Rahab (Rachab, Matt. 1. 5). Nor was Salmon
going away from God, inasmuch as Rahab was already changed,
a believing woman. So was it in connexion with Boaz and Ruth.
How wondrously, though a Moabite was not admitted, God
brought a Moabitess into blessing! He is gracious. There are
cther illustrations of His mercy to all nations. We must not
forget Joseph's Gentile bride, and his sons, with the precious
meanings of their names.

All these types, however, gave no warrant for mixed marri-
ages (Deut. 7. 3, 4), nor for any marriage link or other partner-
ship with unsaved ones to-day (z Cor. 6. 14-18, ‘‘ only in the
Lord,’’ 1 Cor. 7. 39}, any more than God’s overruling of Jonah
justified his grievous sin, or any more than the bringing of water
out of the rock in Numbers 20 ‘‘ excused ’’ the unbelief of Moses
and Aaron. We cannot be too definite in godly scparation unto
the Lord.

The Holy Spirit dwells within the children of God. He does
not only visit: He abides. And He dwells to fead, and teach,
not coerce. He is willing to guide, and to make everything a
ministry of good, to sanctify and use our varied experiences. He
is not only an ** influence *’ that we may avail ourselves thereof:
He is a Person, Who is graciously waiting to enable us, and to
employ our members. What a height of privilege and possibility.

“ Then 1 will command My blessing upon you in the sixth
yvear, and it shall bring forth fruit for three years.” Leviticus
25. 21.
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“T'he kingdom of heaven is like nnto a werchan! man seeking
goodly pearls: who, when he fud Jound owe pearl of gread
price, went and sold all that he had, and Hought it."

' Matthew 13, 45, '46.

A Word of Introduction.

THE uwnspeakable love of the Lord [esus to His own shines

jorth fne the words above, Verily He gave up all jor them.
What is the fruit of OUR life—in QUR love? Adre we devoted,
or not? We think of Mary's alabaster box, und her wvery
precious ointment. Do we value the Lord [esus beyond all,
or do we hold back anything jrom Him? The further wnveiling
that the redeemed now belong entirely to Christ must encourage
the confidence of each child of God. e are pol merely
invited to share blessings, we are the Lord's personal possessions
at fullest cost, He will pever jorsake those who were dearly
bought, and who are now wvery dear to Him. Surely suck
meditations should awaken our gratitude. May our hearls
overflow with love and praise to Him!
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i* Evolution’: What It Means.

‘0 Lord, how wonderful are Thy works! In wisdom hast Thou
made them all.”’ Psalm r104. 24.

THEORIES of men are always changing, but their basic ten-

dency seems to be to exclude God, and to deny Him His
glory. This may seem a drastic statement, but it is not sur-
prising, for the enemy of souls has ever the same object. The
first temptation was plainly on this line, and the three tempta-
tions in Matthew 4 were, though covert, one and all, an attempt
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to persuade the Lord Jesus to break the principle of John 5.
19, 20.*
We have often felt a threefold contrast:—

TRUTH. ERROR.
Nature. Creation. Evolution.
Scripture. Inspiration. Development.
Salvation. A new creation. Reform.

Thus in all associations not only is the object the same, but
the method. *‘ Development '’ is Satan’s constant theoryv. But
in reality God is seen in every sphere, with His own creative and
causative work. Men would dare to imprison God within His
own laws of nature, or rather within their own conception of
some of the laws, which He has permitted them to discover. But
His miracles are hated. Men wish to be as God, and to know
everything.  Grace keeps us humble, vet withal lifts us to a
height infinitelv bevond *‘ development’s ' dreams—even living
union with the Lord Jesus eternally.

The fundamental attack of evolution is on the fall of man,
and thereby on
(a) the truth of Scripture,
{h) man’s guilt,
{c) the substitutionary work of Christ.

If you admit *‘ evolution,”’ vou drive out the revelation of a
fallen race. Could an evolutionist have written Romans 5?7 Im-
possible. The whole character of ‘‘ sin *’ is changed by this
urfounded theorv.

(a) Tt is no longer viewed as lega! guilt, bul as a defect
to be eliminated bv degrees.

(b) Tt is no longer regarded as that which necessitates
the perfect Sacrifice, but that which is rather parallel with
physical infirmities.

The results are manv and far reaching. Among them we note

(a) The lack of a broken heart.

() The exclusion of a deep Christian experience:—one
forgiven much loves much!

(c) The absence of a ringing Gospel testimony.

The entire perspective is changed, and the tremendous losses
cannot be overestimated. 1 have said °° This unfounded theorv,”
for it is nothing more. Tt

(a) cannot produce one proof as to the past,

(b) has no suitable illustration under man’s notice in
the present,

{c) fails entirely to exnlain a heginning,

(d) is crowded with missing links,

* This is the more evident when we see that all three things, (a) the
miraculous supply of food, (b) the possession of the temple. and (c) the
claiming of the kingdom will be His in the appointed time. This emphasizes
the Holv Sorit’s words, *° His hour was not vet.”” and layvs stress on John
2.4, 7. 6,14, 12. 48, etc.
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(e) is composcd of professed ** inferences * which are,
one and all, without cvidence, but rest on ** ipse dixit,”’
(f) dclights in that which is incapable of being put to
the test,
(g) depends on arguments which would not be permissi-
ble as to any other subject, or, for example, in a court of law.

'y

The faking of ‘' proofs,’” and building up of a picture from
a few scattered bones, as to none of which there is any certainty,
is not only immoral, but has a demoralizing effect afterwards,
and hinders the mind, already denying guilt in its true meaning,
from clear and conscientious thinking. The moral consequences
of this deadly doctrine are far greater than most realize. More-
over, if one is a preacher, the stretching of one's conception of
truth to embrace evolution, AND YET continue professed ad-
Lierence to Scripture, articles of faith, or trust deeds, can only bear
evil fruit. That many are unconscious of much we readily acknow-
ledge, and though this may rightly prevent a charge of wilful
falsehood (and God only knows the heart), the subtlety and de-
cetving involved are in harmony with the whole character ot
Satan, and thus more are ensnared. This moral damage is more
pervasive because less open. '

But what shall we say as to those of us who are, by grace,
brought to acknowledge God’s creative rights? How grateful
and humble should we he! How great is our responsibility to
show the godly character accompanying such a belief, If we point
out the demoralizing tendency of evolutionary theories, our life
must adorn God’s true doctrine, or else all our words are vain,
and our creed is fruitless head-knowledge.  The work of the
Spirit of God in nature, Scripture, and our personal regeneration
is a clarion call for the manifestation of the gracious leading of
the Holy Spirit in our daily life. Thus will what we believe, and
what we are, and what we do, harmonize to the praise of the
glory of Him Whose Name we bear, and nothing short of this
can be the aim of those made conscious of redemption by the
precious blood of Christ.

“ Occupy till T come ** (Luke 1g9. 13). Does not the original
rather suggest ‘‘ while I am coming ’? Where else are these
very words found? In John 5. 7, ** While [ am coming another
steppeth down before me.”” Hence, in the very parable to correct
the erroneous thought ** that the kingdom of God should imme-
diately appear ’ (Luke 19. 11), our beloved Lord emphasizes
that we are to live constantly in the light of His coming. The
word ‘* quickly ’ is thrice repeated in the last chapter of Scrip-
ture.  We are not to accept human reasoning, ‘‘ All things
continue,”” or ‘“ my Lord delayeth,”” but to be as men that wait
for their Lord. Our labour is to be ‘* while ’* He is coming, for
there is no delay. The brief interval is appointed for a wise pur-
pose,—the bringing in of His elect, and the exercise of His
people’s faith in godly preparation for the kingdom.
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Some Thoughts on Service.
In John 4. 36.

OUR Lord’s parallels from the field are very precious, bringing

before us the living and growing nature of His own work.
Sowing is not always easy (Eccl. 11. 4, 6), and there is not
immediate fruit. The number of servants whom the Lord may
use in bringing one soul to Himself is ouly known by Himself
(verse 37). But there is to be glad willingness, and no envy or
self-honour.  The thought of true toil, and continued toil is
brought before us through the word ** wages.”” We see, more-
over, that our gracious God is not unrighteous to forget. How
contrasted is He with those of James 5. 4! But the thought of
reward never excludes the fact that grace is the cause of our
being able to labour (1 Cor. 15. 10), and we would ever be
humbled. And at once the mention of fruit reminds us that we
** cause ”’ nothing (1 Cor. 3. 6, 7): how dependent we are on
Him! O that our concern may be fruit, real fruit, for Him, and
His ‘‘ gathering *": the reverse of scattering. The added thought
of life eternal is precious, in contrast with earthly fruit. What
a privilege to bring a soul to Christ, to possess life eternal. And
then the joy! Joy is ever linked with harvest (Isa. 9. 3}, and
with the Lord’s resultful work (Luke 15. 6, 9, Matt. 25. 21, 23).
And how blessed will be the ‘‘ together '’ then. No discord
among His own then!

In this context we must notice the precious thought on
service in verse 34. The words imply that the purposeful doing
of the Father’s will was ever the Lord’s appetising food. There
is a stress on the aim and motive as well as on the work itself,
contained in the words ‘‘ in order that.”” Further, this verse
shows that all earthly food is to be with the object of strength
for service (cf. 1. Cor. 10. 31). O that we may experience this
increasingly in the power of the Holy Spirit.

DIVINE INSTRUCTION AS TO PERSONAL GODLINESS.

* Then said one unto Him, Lord, are there few that be
saved? And He said unto them, Strive to enter in at the strait
gate.”” Luke 13. 23, 24.

** Tell us, when shall these things be? And what shall be
the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled? And Jesus
answering them began to say, Take heed.’” Mark 13. 4, 5.

* Lord, and what shall this man do? Jesus saith unto Him
. ... Follow thou Me."” John 21. 21, 22.

*“ Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Isracl? And He said unto them, It is not for you to know the
times or the seasons which the Father hath put in His own power,
but ve shall receive power.”” Acts 1. 6-8.
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Differences Among Chiidren of Goa.
HAT ** differences ™ in doctrine, and assembly order, and
practice, do cxist among true belicvers, we humbly and
sorrowfully acknowledge.  What can we do? What is the right
attitude in loyalty to our one Lord? Is it to say, ** They must
exist "' Surely love to one another, because of Iove to our Lord,
prevents such an unfounded assumption. What then? Shall we
speak slightingly ol others, and imply they are all ignorant, and
unconscientious, and unwittingly suggest that we zlone truly
seek the Lord’s guidance? It would be a grievous sin indeed
thus 10 judge the consciences and motives of dear children of
God, although we should seck to be right personally, and should
humbly believe that we are in the will of the Lord. Is there no
other possibitity? Failures must humble, but should not shut us
up to discouragement. 1f children ol God have been angry with
one another a hundred times or more, that is no reason for the
repetition of this. It is saddening to think that thuse who are
born of and indwelt by the same Holy Spirit, and who pray and
search the same Scriptures ferveatly, nevertheless seriously differ,
‘This should bring us all to our knees, but never to despair. We
realize, even in the history of the apostles, the effect of early
upbringing and traditions. We notice how slow they were to
take the gospel to men of another nation. And we are conscious
how closely dross is often blended with gold. Washing will not
separate them. ‘T'hese thoughts call us to feel our individual
need for more lowliness, but they do not imply that the truth
and will of God are unattainable. 1f we had fully opened our
hearts, and were tender in overflowing measure, our Father
would undoubtedly fulfil His words, ‘* The meek will He guide
in judgment: and the meek will He teach His way " (Ps. z3.
9). Our defects do not make His promise untrue. The fault is
not in ‘' He will”’ but in our incomplcte meekness. Every
‘ disappointment ' calls us to more bowing down before God,

NOT TO THE REACTION OF DISCOURAGEMENT.
Sometimes a letter reaches me suggesting that because of
some article in the magazine, the writer desires to receive no
more. Lxplanation may be quite omitted. We can only wonder.
Is it that the article has attacked the person and glory of Christ?
No! Is it that the magazine has departed from the wish to keep
to His will through and through? No! But the dear one is
troubled, it may be the emphasis on believers’ baptism, or by
some prophetic interpretation, and hurriedly breaks off all con-
tact. Such an attitude seems to the writer the reverse of
Scriptural and helpful. It may be dictated by a genuine fear of
compromise, but does it not illustrate the natural and human
swing of a pendulum?® How few stop to realize that they would
have differed still more from the translators of the Scriptures in
our language. Rut we own God’s loving, overruling hand therein,
and this goes far further. We would (and should) be very care-
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tul as to what we circulate, but should we refuse to read, for
example, that which may suggest we have misunderstood our
Lord's instruction n the order of prophetic events? Unwilling-
ness to ponder the dilierences of equally loving children of God
may prevent our cotrecting some errors of our own, and may
almost imply we are nearly infatlibie.  Should not love rather
mention the difliculty, and seek humbly to show those whou are
thought to be in error what is felt to be the truth, accompanied
by a prayerful willingness to ponder, with open Bible and heart,
any siniilar tender expression of prayerful thought on the same
Scriptures? Cutting olf, looking down on others, judgment of
motrves, angry words, sharp sarcasm, coldness, assumption that
others must be wrong, offhandedness and interruption, refusal
to hear, intimidation, insinuations—all these things are of the
flesh, and against the love our Lord emphasized, against the
exhortations of Ephesians 4. 1, 2, against endeavouring to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the next verse, and against the meek-
ness of wisdom of Jammes 3. 13-18. Ounly as we judge these works
of the flesh, definitely and altogether, can we expect the fuller
growth in grace, and growing up into Christ in all things. Is it
not so, dear fellow believers?

The Holy Spirit is living. The Scriptures are not confusing.
Believers are truly children of God. There is every encourage-
ment to act wisely and hopefully. If only pride, irritability, and
hasty judgments and words can be kept out! Sometimes one
believer is afraid to mention a difficulty, because of the sharp
treatment he may receive. Why should children of God be so
afraid of one another? ‘‘ Ah,”” we think, ‘‘ That statement is
important, I wish “A’" would take it to heart.”” But we arc all at
fault. Have we not all begun to speak lovingly, and then ended
impatiently? We have been a little ** upset '’ because someone
we loved seemed obtuse, or dense as to our interpretation. And
instead of realizing he is a part of ourselves, a ‘* member "’ of
the same body, so that his joy is ours, and our failure is his, we
have been inclined to think, and then to say, ¢ He will not see
it, he shuts his eves.’ And possibly, even as we are not always
fully willing to weigh what others suggest, so it may be that our
words are, in measure, as true of him as of ourselves, but the
Lord has not given us authority to think or say them, for we do
not see their hearts, nor is our tone ** in the Holy Spirit.”” And
the very ‘‘ saying " may harden the one ‘‘ of ’ whom we speak
to others (though I grant he should not be hardened), and
deepens our ‘* honest conviction ” that such is the case. So we
make two barriers between us instead of one, and the second one
is not only higher but broader: a barrier of ** hard "’ feeling, and
not only of explanation,and that in turn, leads to a third barrier,
and so on.  Thus divisions became sects, with the inevitable
reaction later of ' broadness '’ and ‘‘ reunion,’’ instead of
humble dependence on the Lord, and rcturn to His way more
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simply as children of God, in one family. TIs it 100 late to seek
for revival? No, our Father has promised it. Is it then too
carly? TFar from it. Love to Him cannot excuse one sin, nor
postpone return to His will. We would at once delight in the
unity which, as John 17 shows, delights the heart of Him YVho
loved and gave Himself for us.

Hebron.

E\’EN place names can have an important message in Soripture

usage, as Hebrews 7. 2 shows, and Hebron is no exception.
It denotes ** fellowship,”” and comes first before us in Abraham’s
pilgrim life (Gen. 13. 18).

It is remarkable that the two Old Testament servants of God
mentioned in the first verse of the New Testament were first at
Hebron and also at Jerusalem.

The Holy Spirit’s emphasis on the change of name is most

definite as to Hebron (Jos. 15. 13, §4. 20. 7, 21. 11, Jud. 1. ro)
The victorv over ** a great man among the Anakims (]n:
15), and the change of his city to a place of * fcllquhlp.” was
indeed 2 Divine werk, and have we not precious spiritual
parallels in our own experience? O that we may know more of
real overcoming! Each of the last epistles of our adorable Lord
in Revelation 2 and 3 reminds us of this vital reed in the power
of the Holy Spirit!

Hebron was umque in that it was a citv of refuge, and, as
such, Levitical. But it was more, the priests of Aaron’s family
lived there. Yet Caleb, the man of faith, had ** the fields of the
city and the villages thereof ' (Tos. 21. 12}. So there was the
remarkable fuller * fellnw-;hlp " between the kinglv and priestly
tribes, which we also see in connexion with the wife of Aaron
(Ex. 6. 23), and likewise regarding John the Baptist (Mary and
Elizabeth},

Ah, dear helieving reader, have vou and T a Hebron of
victorv over an Anak in our lives. and thus fellowship with God
and onc another? And do we rejoice in the Priest King, and thus
are we readv to welcome athers, even those who seek the more-
than-tvpical deliverance from the avenger of blond, not only in
a citv or place, for a season, but in Himself, and for eternitv?

Finally, 1 Chronicles 12, 28 mav give us a helnful view of
a heartv meeting in real fellowshin preparing for David’s rule
at Jerusalem. *‘ Hebron ' suggests to our hearts, °‘ That
Blessed Hope *’ and ** Thy kingdom come.”

The Claim of the Beast

IN Revelation 14. g we find solemn words regarding the worship

of the heast, and his mark on the forehead or hand. In this
we see a threefold claim,~—the heart, the head, the hand! Satan
secks the affections, the minds and the activities. Tt is helpful to
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realize the precious contrast, and the love of the Lord with heart,
mind and strength (Luke 1o. 27). The stress on worship is
deeply impressive, It is sometimes thought that the tend-
ency of the devil’s work is always toward ‘' irreligion.” But is
it so? The tares are like the wheat, Therein we see a temporary
manifestation of Satan’s plan. And the climax of this age will
be worship, but how awful the contrast with that worship in
spirit, and in truth, which God the Father seeks (John 4. 23).
The emphasis on ‘' the god of forces ” in Daniel 11, 38, illus-
trates the same point.  The natural man delights to have a
worship of his own: we see this in heathendom. And when men
cast the Lord Jesus Christ aside, how often they illustrate hero-
worship. Man’s character is the same throughout history, and
there is a similarity in Satan’s attacks.

And what shall we say with regard to our own present
attitude in its holv negative, as well as its holy positive? It is
blessed to worship God, and to have a body which is His temple.
This involves a separation from the ways of the world. The Lord
Jesus emphasized ** denying “’—saying No. Daniel *‘ purposed
in his heart *' (ch. 1), and the ‘' No ™ of Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah was equally definite in chapter 3. Compromise never
befits a believer. The Lord bought the whole, has a right to the
whole, claims the whole, and we dare not seek to serve * God
and mammon.’”’ O that our fully devoted attitude may spontan-
eously refuse everything that dishonours His Name. Tt is easy
to say what we would do in a great emergency or temptation,
but the important thing is rather, ‘ What are we doing in a
small one? ' It is easy to be a ‘‘ hero’ when many approve,
but the true test may be in the little things which show glad love
to Him, or the fear of man.

“ Sin no more’’ (John 5. 14): ¢ Go, and sin no more ”’
(John 8. 11}. When the Lord Jesus healed, and when He dealt
with those who had no need of bodily healing alike, He empha-
sized the fact of sin, and the deliverance and blessing given as
the basis of, and stepping stone to, a new manner of life. Grace
never excuses one sin. Are we redeemed? Tt is that we may
bring forth fruit unto God. Have we received any signal mercy?
It is that we may hate sin. And daily blessings are all with the
same object. Sin is the great obstacle: it is guilt, erime, un-
cleanness, moral disease, and all else that mars together. O
that we may heed our Lord’s words, and seek victory in the
Spirit.

Truth realized in daily life is fruitful to God’s glory: what
are we on the working days in home, and workshop, and office?
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“Yhere is noither few wor Greek, there is neither Lond wor
Jree, there is neither wmalz nor female; for ye are all one in
Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3. 28.

A Word of Introduction.

THESE words of the Holy Spirit set aside all boasting in
the flesh. [Education and posilion couunl Jor dothittg as to
salvition. Nationalisin and infernationilism are alike laid low,
The work is Divine end spirifual, a new creation. 71'hese words
encourage eack believing heart, and call for the manifestation
o} the heavenly calling. Though there are different spheres
Jor brethren and sisters in Christ as Ephesians 5 plainly shows,
and distinctions in arrangements bely een believing employers and
employees, there §s a wondrous unity as to the work of Christ,
and as {o brotherly love., The differences are those of Divine
appointment, and thus godly harmony, as with the members of
the body mot those of rivalry and antagonism, How beautiful
should an assembly of God be, and how voondrous the wiited
Christian slandpoint. How our hearts long for His revival.
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A Few Thoughts on Rejoicing in Deuteronomy ... .. 111

Could a Universalist have written
Hebrews 10. 13, 14?

O UR hearts rejoice that salvation is not only for a few: we

read of *‘ a great number which no man could number ”
in Revelation 7. 9, and many Scriptures emphasize the wondrous
work of the Lord Jesus embracing those ‘‘ out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation.” But we must not be one-
sided, nor silent as to the reality of judgment (Heb. g. 27). The
last book of Scripture mentions *‘ the wrath of the Lamb’’ as
well as *“ the blood of the Lamb,’” and the last chapter brings
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before us those ' without ' as well as those who enter in through
the gates into the city. Al Scripture is harmonious in this testi-
mony, and, if we overlook it, we lead men along the way of
destruction. It is cruel to hold out a false hope, and to hide
God’s holy warnings.

The passages that emphasize grace most definitely often
show the other side in the immediate context. For example,
‘“ He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not sce life; but the wrath of God
abideth upon him ' (John 3. 36). And the message of Hebrews
10. 13, 14 is deeply impressive. The complete fruit of the death
of Christ is a prominent theme of this chapter. Mark the words,
Y Once purged.”” ' no conscience of sing,” *‘ sanctified,”’ ** per-
fected for ever.”” Such is the Divine testimony as to the covenant
sacrifice of our Lord Jesus. How our hearts should praise and
rejoice, for God our Father has given us ** a strong consolation ™’
{Hebh. 6. 18}, But how can those who maintain that the blood
of the Tord Jesus was poured out for all without exception take
the coptrast of the two verses before us?  Are there not His
enemies? Will they not he His footstool? Is this reconciliation?
Is this included in being ‘* perfected for ever '*? Is it not shown
to be a permanent contrast? And the word ‘¢ for ' intensifics
this interpretation. ‘* FOR by one offering He hath perfected,”’
etc. The context emphasizes there is no more offering. This in
verse 18 is the joy of those who trust in Christ, but in verse 26
it reveals that there is no larger hope, for those who remain His
enemies and adversaries.  The time of reconciliation is now:
salvation after death is a delusion and a falsitv. O that we may
hold the whole truth, in the power of the Holv Spirit.

Confessed Too Late.

ACH;\N had sinned. He had coveted, stolen, dissembled. Sin

feads to sin, as we all sorrowfully know. He confessed the
«in when he was found out, not before. He had still an oppor-
tunity when the families were heing taken, and vet again when
the household of Zahdi was taken one bv one, but, in the awful
madness of sin, he concealed tn the last and repented not. God
might have pointed straight to him. He showed a threefold
longsuffering.  This selection step by step was not a merely
orderly arrangement, It gave definite space for repentance, even
as God allowed this to Jezebel in Revelation 3. But, alas, the
heart of hoth persisted in the sin. Then, at Joshua’s command,
he made confession, and the words that Balaam and Saul also
cnuld use (T have sinned ) came from his lips. but without
avail. The time for true repentance was gone. How different
was the “* T have sinred '’ of the lost son in Luke 15,

There is a solemn ‘' too late ’’ in eternitv, and souls are
hurrving thither. Are those of us who know the Lord warning
them? Are we buving up the opportunity to lead souls to Christ?
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And there will be an awful *' (oo tate ”’ when men have wor-
shipped Antichrist on carth, for those who receive his mark will
be doomed. We do nut know as to others while living. Those who
opposed the Lord Jesus coutained in their ranks men guilty of
an eternal sin {(Mark 3. 29). But in general, when men are
brought to anguish, before they are marked out by God as
Achan was, they are those to whom we can turn with messages of
gospel grace. And the general declaration of the gospel,**Come,
for all things are now ready,”” is not to be withheld. Though
the Lord only knoweth them that are His, He has sovereignly

commanded the proclamation to every creation, but how earnest
we should be in view of Achan’s CONFESSION TOO LATE.

'

Overruling.

NASMUCH as God is God, there must be more of His over-

ruling than we ever realized. Only that which is perfect can

be directly and fully His work. Hence not only are the evil

works of men, without exception, overruled, but alse the complex

actions of believers contain many ingredients which need and

receive His overruling.  The perfect tife of Christ alone was
without this need.

Overruling is very wondrous, for it never involves God’s
approval of that which He ali-wisely permits. This is essential
in connection with the absoluteness of His power as well as of
His holiness. Hce possesses no attributes partially, all are un-
resiricted in Him. In this we find a confidence and restfulness.
We may look fearfully at circumstances, and look into the future.
But, at once God’s overruling in perfection encourages our hearts.
If He were in any way limited or dependent, or uncertain, our
hearts would sink.

But a further result must be that we never cxcuse whatever
God overrules. It may be that in our own lives He overrules
lack of faith to teach us to more closely cling to Him afterwards,
and overrules a saddening sin in word, or deed, or thought, to
bring us to much deeper humility. Thanks be to Him for the
fruit by the Holy Spirit’s gracious application to our heart, but
let us never excuse one iota of the sin itself.  There is no com-
plicity on His part, nor can we view the guilt as less heinous
because of His twofold mercy in forgiving and overruling. Nor
can we make light of that which has been overruled to bring us
a further sense of blessing and subsequent vietory. We marve! at
ourselves that we needed to learn in so humbling a way, and long
that we may henceforth he more able to perceive His will at once,
and to be guided by His eve. So will there be the blessing to
keep from sin, rather than to confess it after.

“ The prince of this world
* Without Me ye can do

Contrasted ‘¢ Nothings.”
cometh, and hath rothing in Mc.”
nothing ** (John 14. 30, 135. 5).
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The Believer and the Inheritance.
fI‘HE privileges of a child of God cannot be over-estimated.

I ne more we meditate on the glory of the Giver, and the
cust of our redemption, and then on our naturai state and utter
unworthiness, yea, and our guilt, the more our hearts should
overfiow with true thanksgiving. God has not granted a reprieve,
or approved a back door entrance into heaven. There is nothing
like to man’s natural attitude of *‘overlooking’’ a fault, or giving
** another chance.’” It is not a release on parole that we have
received. There is nought to be compared with the infinite glory
of ** the gospel of the grace of God.”’” The precious blood of
Christ has changed everything. There is no ** make believe " but
a wondrous reality. We are actually born from above, and made
the children of God Himself, although against Him we had
sinned. Yea, we are caused to become righteous, yea, ‘‘the
righteousness of God *’ in Christ. Our welcome into His presence
is complete, and our life is eternal. God Himself is well pleased
and perfectly satisfied. Could anything be more remarkable?
** Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable Gift.”

The fact that our Lord Jesus did not only die for our sins
but for us, makes clear there is something infinitely beyond the
thought of transferred punishment. That could exist as to some
sins and yet not all: that could take place without any result of
real justification, that could be carried out without any essential
fruit in our lives. But the fact of substitution is inestimably
more wonderful, and it involves the end of our personal and
independent relation to the holy law of God, so that we cannot
be viewed, in this connexion, except in the full acceptance of our
Substitute. And, secondly, His essential resurrection, as the
Righteous One, includes our receiving of a new and eternal life,
else His substitution would be proved to have failed. Thus the
gospel ensures a moral glory in the entirely and eternally changed
position and condition of those for whom our Lord Jesus died.

In this new relation as children of God we have an inherit-
ance. This is definitely set forth in Scripture: ** If children, thep
heirs, heirs of God *’ (Rom. 8. 17). The fact is emphasized by
the Holy Spirit, ** If a son, then an heir through God *’ (Gal. 4.
7), ** That, being justified by His grace, we should become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life ”’ (Tit. 3. 7). Romans 4.
13-16 is definite, ** The promise . . . was not . . . through the
law, but through the righteousness of faith . . . therefore it is
of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might
be sure to all the sced.”’ Hence we read, ‘‘ He is the Mediator

of the new covenant, that, by means of death . . . they which are
called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance > (Heb.
9. 15). Without any question, uncertainty, or limitation, ‘*if

ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according
to the promise '’ (Gal. 3. 2g). This is again associated with
our birth from above in 1 Peter 1, and we may well sound forth
the words of praiseful joy, ‘‘ Blessed be the God and Father of
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our Lord Jesus Christ, Which according to His abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead to an inberitance incorruptible
(verses 3, 4).

But are there not conditional promises, and does not God
train His humble people by His precious ‘* if's '’? Undoubtedly.
Hence Titus 3. 7, just quoted, at once continues, ** This is a
faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly,
that they which have believed in God might be careful to main-
tain good works.” And Romans 8. 17, rightly translated,
conveys tweo distinct thoughts:

““If children, then heirs, heirs of God:

But joint heirs with Christ, if so be that we suffer with Him

that we may be also glorified together.”’
Do we believe this, and live accordingly?

We shall understand more fully when we realize that the
birth from above brings us into God’s family, and a relation to
Him as Father which no natural man possesses, and which we
did not possess before. In this position of wondrous favour our
actions as well as ourselves have a new relation.  They are
rendered to our Father, and receive His pleasure or His dis-
approval, and thus we have His delight or His gracious chastise-
ment. There is nothing penal within the family: there is no legal
wrath on a *“ child ”’: but there can be loss of communion, and
of spiritual privileges, without altering our sonship, and without
undoing the blessings which belong to all whom He will in no
wise cast out, Chastisement may be brief and light, or it may
be extreme, if there is a hardening in our character, to bring us
back to Himself and His will. Hence the two aspects of our
inheritance by no means clash.  Together they preserve the
balance of truth, and emphasize grace and good works in right
position and proportion. The Holy Spirit always expresses every-
thing perfectly, and Titus 3. 7 leads to 3. 8. It is our dispro-
portion that often hinders. If we rightly perceive God’s teaching,
we shall more fully illustrate the precious words of Ephesians 4.
15, concerning growth up into Christ * in all things.” Ephesians
1. 14 emphasizes the inheritance of which the Spirit is the Earnest,
but Colossians 3. 24 brings before us the reward of the inberit-
ance, in accordance with godly obedience. Neither invalidates
or infringes the other. Each has its appointed sphere, and all
truth harmonizes. All believers are included in Hebrews g. 15,
but if we would ** inherit the earth ’ in that Day we are called
to a holy contrast in this day. If we stand up for ourselves now,
we can hardly say that we are fulfilling 1 Peter 4. 19. O that our
hearts may be concerned to have respect unto the recompence of
the reward (Heh. 11. 26}, which will be the joy of our Lord.

“ As the dew of Hermon (fruit bringing) . . . for there the
I.ord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.” Psalm

133. 3.
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‘““And there came a Traveller unto the
Rich Man.”

2 Samuel 12. 4.

’I‘HE Holy Spirit speaks by everything. The fact that David

sank so low, and added sin to sin, to keep sin secret, is
appalling.  Thie euemies of the Lord have, indeed, sought to use
the ** great occasion ™ 10 blaspheme Him (2 Sam. 12. 14), again
and again,  God's record of it shows that He does not gloss
cver s, even when done by His beloved people. The Bible is not
a story book. Lverything is so humbling to us also, that we may
be kept depending on God day by day. And what shall we say
as to His gracious forgiveness of David, and the wondrous restor-
ation, and the writing of Psalms 32 and §1? Surely we must feel,
" Grace overflowed.” The blood of Christ is mighty,

And there is much more to speak to our hearts still. Nathan’s
parable was striking and effective. Its broad issues showing the
selfishness and callousness into which David, though usually
loving, had fallen, cannot he mistaken.  But that is not all.
There were, doubtless, as in types, contrasts as well as parables,
since Uriah was the one physically slain.  But his wife was
morally slain, and was under a death sentence when she was taken,
to satisfy the king’s evil desire. Now mark the words, ** There
came a traveller.”  Here is a most striking view of Satan’s
attack. Temptation is not always with us in the same manner
and degree. Sometimes we may feel we have no inclination to
that which appears to have overwhelming power {whether as to
anger, pride, selfishness or fear, etc.}, at other times.

The traveller comes: he does not intend to stay long: only
long enough 10 cause us to prepare a meal for the gratification
of the tempting lust, of whatever kind it may be. O that we may
be on our guard, by God’s grace, as 10 these sudden onslaughts
of Satan. Let us not imagine that we are much stronger than
David and Samson and Peter, in whatever way we are attacked.
We nced to ‘ watch and pray.” There is always a preparation
for failure. On this occasion ** David tarried stiil at Jerusalem.”
An idleness and lack of erergy, when the Lord calls us to godly
and urgent activity, is ever the enemy’s vantage ground. “There
came a traveller.”” The exact parallel with that which should
have been done may not be clear at first. In the parable one’s
own sheep would have heen rightly slain.  This may possibly
suggest a contrast in the outworking, namely, the mortifying of
something in ourselves instead of gratifving the travelling tempta-
tion with *‘ food ”’ to meet its craving. There is a holy contrast,
of another character, in the parable of Luke 11. 5-8, where we
Lave the uncxpected visitor at midnight, and the provision from
God. Aud this is vital. Let us bring evervthing to God in praver,
and enly deal with the wishes and thoughts that come to us after
we have songht unto our Father. Only thus shall we provide all
1o His glory, and our own true blessing.
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A Few Thoughts on Rejoicing in
Deuteronomy.

HE words of chapter 16, 15 impressed me. One translation
renders it, ** Thou shalt be altogether joyful,”” and another,
** Thou shalt be wholly joyful,”’ and vet another, *“ Thou shalt
anly rejoice.”” How different are *‘ the pleasures of sin for a
season.”” The book of Proverbs emphasizes how ** bread
of deceit is sweet to a man; but afterward his mouth shall he
filled with gravel ”> (20. 17), hut * the hlessing of the Lord, it
maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow with it ’’ (10. 22). The
feast of tabernacles was meant to be a type of the millennial
reign of the Lord Jesus, hence the stress on ‘‘ fulness of joy.”
But, alas, Tsrael sinned grievously, and the words of the prophet
were painful, vet needed, ** Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy, as other
people: for thou hast gone a whoring from thy God >’ (Hos. g.
1). Sin has bitter censcquences indeed.  But those who are
redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, and secking to please
Him, are encouraged thus:—*' Rejoice in the Lord alway, and
again I will say, Rejoice " (Phil. 4. 4). Not that we should have
the careless jov which ignores sin around. There is a need in
this present time to ‘‘ rejoice with trembling ' (Ps. 2. 11}, and
we are conscious of our own shortcomings, and would humbly
confess our sins (1 John 1. g}, vet it is precious to know that
“ peace ”’ is ever found with God’s own gracious and assured
forgiveness (Luke 7. 48, s0}.

Returning to Deuteronomy, we realize even from chapter 28
how God appointed to Israel a jovful service. The troubles there
set forth would come upon them because—‘‘ thou servedst not
the Lord thy God with jovfulness and with gladness of heart ”’
(verse 47). Even as John 14. 15 impresses the fact that we
cannot truly keep our Lord’s commandments without love as the
mainspring, so is it here shown that outward conformity without
jov is vain {Mal. 1. 13. 3. 14). God did not give the laws of the
sahbath, for example. to he a burden, hut Israel were to rejoice
in His jov, and find pleasure in His pleasure, and ‘‘ call the
sabbath a delight ”’ {Tsa. z8. 17). And so should it he for us
with ““ the law of Christ »’ to-dav {Gal. 6. 2). How clear it is
that evervthing depends on standpoint and wishes! That which
is pleasure to the worldling would he anguish to a believing heart
in harmonv with the Lord.

The Holv Spirit ALWAYS leads to this harmonv. The
feasts of Israel were ever linked with appearing hefore God, and
this with jov (Ps. 16. 11). And the iov was to be in the home
{Deut. 16. 11, 14), and in fellowshin with others. A selfish jov,
that excluded the emplovee or the stranger, was itself excluded.
And how we should delight in the unitv of saints, and in their jov
together.  Fellowship with the world should be viewed as an
entire contrast {Jas. 4. 4). FEvervthing in God’s appointment
should have heen done among Israel with jov (Deut. 12. %, 12,
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18),—mark the words ** before the Lord,”” and *‘ in all that thou
puttest thine hand unto.”” Nothing was to be done as a mere
duty. *‘ Thine heart shall not be grieved '’ is a deeply important
command in chapter 15. 9, 10. Absence of joy spoils everything,
and we rob ourselves, as well as others, whenever we rob God
of this part of our obhedience, without which the other part becomes
only dead and formal. Let ‘‘ before the Lord '’ be ever the
characteristic of our joyful allegiance (ch. 27. g}.
Qur gracious God delights in rejoicing in His people {Deut.
30. g, cf. Zeph. 3. 17), and thus He delights in their joy. Only
when there is disobedience is jov hindered. Hence the verse with
which we commenced, as to the whole-hearted joy, unmixed with
disappointment, and without harmful undercurrents, sets forth,
as we have seen, His standpoint which will be soon blessedly
iltustrated when our Lord Jesus returns. But again let us im-
press on one another that we are now in the ‘‘ new covenant ”’
already with its ‘‘ new song.”” Then let the closing thought be
that we may not deprive ourselves nor our brethren, nor with-
hold from our loving Father, the acknowledgment of the precious
words, ** Glory and honour are in His presence; strength and
gladness are in His place ’ (1 Chron. 16. 27—'* strengthened
. with joyfulness,”” Col. 1. 11). What a testimony to the
world will such an attitude be (Isa. 12. 3, 4).

“ That ye may know what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God."”” Romans 12. 2.

‘T thought,”’ and so I went,
My plan seemed wise and best;
But yet I was not sent,
How could my way be blest?
"Tis only well God’s will to know,
And when He sends to hear and go.

I wished,” and so I wrought,
“Twas not an evil act,
God's “‘ time ”* was all unsought,
His presence thus I lacked:
"Tis hlesséd when His voice we wait ;—
Before’s too soon, behind’s too late.

Self cannot choose the way,
Self cannot hold the rein;
First, and throughout the day,
God will make all things plain:
The will of God is always right,
His saints may well therein delight.
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< Jith him is an arm of flesh: but with wus is the Lord our
Cod . . . and the people rested themselves tpon the words,’
2 Chronicles 32. 8.

‘ A Word of Introduction

ONTEXTS of Scripture are very helpful. Hezekiak was

a nan of unusual faith (2 Kings 18. §): why s/zo.uld
not we be? Vel he compromised with Sennacherib in 2 Kiugs
18. 14, 15. We need much faith as to owr “strong poinis.”’
God will not fail. In 2 Chronicles 32 the early verses em-
phasize greal preparations, but God's Name and prayel are
oomitted. Have we here the possible background of [saiakh
22. 8-137 Ja any case the delay in emphasizing 'tlze j_ZORD
is Jearl-searching. Bul when Vhere was confidence in /{zm He
answered prayer mightily. The principle of 1 Chronicles 5.
26 and 2 Chronicles 13. 18 applies to our spm‘tztal_ warfare,
Many times have we Jailed because we have wnconsciously put
our energy, experience and prganisation in the first Z)Iacc,
instead of realizing thal we are NOT % charge. .T he will of
the Lord is all-important. I} we are humbly obedient af{d de-
pendent we shall be conscious of His might. “Trust in the
Tord with all thine hear!; and lean not unto thine own undzr-
standing.” We may well “lean” with all our weight, on the
words of the Lord.

CONTENTS. ' Page
The Man who waited for God ﬂg
* Samctifving the Lord ™ e T
« Every Branch that Beareth Fruit

The Man who waited for God and the
Man who did not wait.

E call to mind Genesis 22, and how God’s servaunt Abrabam
would not withdraw his hand from the knife till he received

a word from God. The simplicity of his faith is marked out by
the words ** I and the lad will go vonder, and we will wox:shlp
and come again to you ' (verse 5). There was no uncertainty.
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He did not know how God would work, but he knew God would
work, and the inspired commentary is ‘‘ Accounting that God
was able to raise him up, even from the dead.” Hence the man
of. faith could not withdraw his hand till God said, ‘* Layv not
thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything to him.” We
call to mind the holy description of true dependence when the
devil wished Christ to act before the time. The answer was
definite, ‘* The Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God »* (Matt. 4. 4).
He would not act first.

But Saul, (a solemnizing type of Antichrist in various pas-
sages), dlq not wait for God. He forced himself and offered a
burnt offering (1 Sam. r3. 12). He blamed Samuel because, it
seems, the seven days were nearly ended, but Abraham was
willing to wait up till the last moment. That was faith. Israel
were as a nation like Saul before God: they waited not for His
counsel (Ps. 106. 13).  And have not we the same danger?
““ Faith ”* is easy when the circumstances in which it must be
ex.er.c:sed are in the future. But is it alwavs real faith when we
fail in the emergency when it arrives? Sometimes there may be
our faltering, even after real and earnest faith: hence the encour-
agement of the Lord, with its tender rebuke, ‘* 1 have prayed for
thee that thy faith fail not.”” Hence, moreover, the deeply im-
portant words, ** If ye have faith and doubt not.”” How we need
grace to continue, and to believe God even when the last week
comes, or even the final dav of expectation, vea, the climax hour.
Abraham trusted God beyond this, up to the last moment, nor
is there one word to suggest Isaac’s resistance. His question
was answered, and the record thus suggests to us a wondrous
tvpe of Christ in His utter willingness. Yea, He actually died,
for us. How precious was God's appointed tvpe, bhecause
AYbraham obeved His voice, and thus sanctified Him (contrast
l}um. 20. 12) How different was Saul’s failure, with its sad

afte'rwards ’ of continued haste (1 Sam. 14. 29), and prowing
self—w!ll anfi heart-murder (r Sam. 18. 11, 20. 'z'x)’, reaching its
goal in spiritism and suicide. The life of faith is. verilv, a
blessed contrast with the life of a man of this ace. And whé; is
our attitude? Do we trust in the Lord with all our heart, and
!ean not to our own understanding (Prov. 3. 5)? Do we rest
i t.he Lord and wait patiently for Him (Pﬁ. 7. 7Y Are we
w1]!mg. to be silent that God mav speak. or do we speak first?
The failure of Matthew 16. 22 and 17. 1 is easier than we thiﬁk-
.'\’Ve §tand up when we should sit. and run when we should stan(i
in His counsel. The Corinthians sought to reign before the time.
The apostle tenderlv but firmlv showed their Lord’s will. Mav
we be among those who are willing for Him to choose nﬁr
1pher1tance for us, and willing that evervthing should be in His
time. ‘We would not lead, but be led. Faith is ever a responsive
word: it is second. The Lord should he First, in all things He
must have the preeminence. A
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“ Sanctifying the Lord.”
1 Peter 3. 15.

HIS command—this exhortation—is deeply important. Prob-

ably we should translate ** Sanctify the Lord, Christ,”’ or,

a: the revised version gives it, ** Sanctify in your hearts Christ

as Lord.” The words arc evidently reminiscent of Isaiah 8. 12,

13, and thus emphasize once again the Deity of our beloved
Lord. .

We ask ourselves, ** What is the impressive meaning of this
command? ”  The prayer of Matthew 6. g comes before us,
' Hallowed be Thy Name,” and we cannot forger Numbers 20.
12, * Because ye believed Me not, to sanctify Me in the eyes of
the children of Israel ’’ (see too Lev. ro. 3). We cannot make
the Lord holy, He is infinitely so, but we can, and should, realise
and manifest His holiness. And the word suggests yet more.

- We are to set Him apart from all, in thought and devotion : there

can be no rival. He alone has bought us, and we belong alto-
gether to Him. This is of the deepest moment in the whole of
our Christian life. ** Ye cannot serve God AND mammon.”” Com-
promise is perilous. None other can share with Him in possessing
us. We remember the apostle’s godly ¢ jealousy ' for the
Corinthian believers (2 Cor. 11. 2). There must be no divided
affection. Our Lord is worthy of all devotedness and devotion,
and He is fully entitled thereto. May we never hesitate nor draw
back. To draw back even for a moment is sin.

The context in Isaiah 8 helps us. Therc we observe the
contrasted standpoint of man. ‘‘ Associate voursclves, O ve
peoples, and ye shall be broken in pieces,” *‘ Take counsel to-
gether,” A confederacy,”*** Their fear.” Such words indicate
the constant human tendency to think of men and of earthly
numbers.  But, amidst all, the prophet was instructed to
* Sanctify the Lord of hosts Himseli.”” And then we read ** Let
Him be your fear, and let Him be your dread, and He shall be
for a sanctuary.” As we honour Him, and fear to grieve Him,
we shall realize the secret place of the Most High (Ps. gr1. 1)y, It
is a wondrous thought that when we sanctify the Lord He be-
comes a Sanctuary (Ezek. 11. 16), a Dwelling Place for His
people. ,Amid the unrest and fear of the men of this world, the
child of God is to be anxious in nothing (Phil. 4. 6). Why?
Not because of what the believer is, but because of what the One
Believed is.

The days also in which Peter wrote were not easy. But God
was the Same as in the days of Isaiah. There were ‘*“ manifold
temptations ’ (1 Pet. 1. 6). and a ** fiery trial 7 (1 Pet. 4. 12).
Vet the believer was bidden to ** sanctify the Lord.” He was not

* This word seems to denote “ conspiracy.”” Thus “ the fear > of many
around the prophet is emphasized. They dreaded Syria and the northern
kingdom of Israel alike, but God’s servant abode in God’s promises, yea,
found his sanctuary and resting place in God Himself.
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o scheme for himself- It is a privilege to remember One Who
committed Himself to Him That judgeth righteously (1 Pet. 2.
23), and to commit the keeping of our souls unto Him in well-
doing, as unto a Faithful Creator (1 Pet. 4. 19). ls not God
our Father worthy of our fullest trust? Is not the Lord Jesus
still One Who ever lives to make intercession, and to succour
them that are tempted? ‘The present day may have trials com-
parahle with those in which Isaiah and Peter lived. But is God
less? There is, moreover, the personal application. The indi-
vidual trials of the believer may be very real, but should he be
fearful? Is not God still God, and still his God? Is not God
nearer than circumstances, and are not they but opportunities
for Him? Is there not often an illustration of His words to
Moses, ** Now thou shalt see what I will do”’ (Ex. 6. 1), and
of His encouragement through Caleb, ** They are bread for us ”’
(Num. 14. g). ** Fear them not: for '’ is the message of Joshua

10. 8 (cf. 11. 6). Nothing comes as a surprise to our God. We-

recollect the words of John 6. 6, *‘* He Himself knew-what He
would do."”” Romans 8. 28 is not a dead letter, and nothing can
really harm those who follow, and imitate, their Lord (x Pet. 3.
13). It is for us to walk uprightly, and to leave results with
God (Ps. 84. 11). The men of this world are, indeed, in a pitiable
cendition: they know not what to do. But, in one sense, God's
children need have no cmergency, for they are His, and the work
is His. The battle against this unseen enemy, Satan, is not
theirs but God’s.  ‘‘ The things which are scen’’ are by no
means the whole (cf. z Kings 6. 17). God ‘‘is’’ (Heb. 11. 6).
Be afraid of fear, and of trusting God and then looking to man
instead. Hc secks your fullest, consistent faith. Do not ask
God to defeat the counsel of Ahithophel and then ask Hushai to
do it, by a subterfuge. Do not put things in your Lord’s hands,
as it were, and then half take them out. ‘‘ Sanctify in your
hearts Christ as Lord.”” He is the Lord of vour life, and He
will undertake.

The position of * strangers and pilgrims "’ (1 Pet. 2. 11) is
thus marked out.  Such have a heavenly calling. They are
characterized by this. The men of this age cannot understand
“ the mind of Christ>* (1 Cor. 2. 16). The believer cannot
Scripturally be a politician. His standpoint must be altogether
different from that of those who do not recognize God at all, or
only recognize Him in * providence.”” He is our Father, Christ
is our Lord,—everything has becen changed for those who are
a new creation (2 Cor. 5. 17). We think again of the young
man who said, ‘* Alas, my master! how shall we do?"” The
believer acts upon the words, ** The Lord will perfect that which
concerneth me ”’ (Ps. 138. 8). Hence he cannot have partner-
ship with the world in business, or societies, or mutual arrange-
ments of such co-responsibility to the glory of God. He should
desire to ** sanctify the Lord >’ in everything, and to *‘ seek first
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the kingdom of God and His righteousness.” 'To the one who
does not know God this is foolishness, but to the believer it
should become the natural attitude.

The verse continues, ‘* Be ready always to give an answer to
every man that askcth you a reason of the hope that is in you.”
A right attitude to God is followed by a true politeness, and a
godly testimony to man. *‘ 1t shall turn to you for a testimony '
was our Lord’s own word about very difficult times. *‘ Be ready
always *’: a holy ** always,’” because of a background walk with
God (Col. 4. 6). Emergencies are to he met not at the time but
by communion with God first. ‘' Pray with me about this special
problem,’’ says one. If more prayer had been sought about the
common round of home life, there would be more *‘ readiness '’
to give a bright testimony, The men of this age will ask, **Why
cannot vou do this or that, and act with us? " Can vou give a
reason, and is it linked with the *“ hope ¥ How definitely
*“ that Blessed Hope,” and the coming kingdom of Ghrist affect
evervthing. ¢ Why do you not share in this? '’ The Lord Jesus
sits ‘“ until,—"’ says Psalm 110. 1, and we must not ** stand "’
in arrangements out of harmony with His attitude. The added
words, ‘‘ with meekness and fear ” show the godly and
humble manner of those who shail inherit the earth (Matt. 5. 5).
We are *‘ strangers '’ still. ** Render therefore to all their dues
... fear to whom fear,” is the word of Romans 13. 7. The
believer is to adorn God’s doctrine in the manner in which he
explains ** the heavenly calling '’ (Heb. 3. 1). We can casily
undo our words by our works, and the holy matter of our testi-
mony by an unholy manner. A child of God should never be
‘“ uppish.”

How can we maintain the meek, unresisting standpoint of a
Christian with words that are not meek? This fruit of the Spirit
(Gal. 5. 22, 23) may well take us back to 1t Timothy 6. 171, 12,
‘* Follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness, fight the good fight of faith.”” The context in verses
12 and 13 is fitting, for it speaks of ‘' the good confession,”
referring especially to the words of the Lord Jesus before Pontius
Pilate, in John 18. 36, which we need to punder at all times, not
only in experiences in any measure perallel with Luke 21. 13-15.
There we see the Hope as in 1 Peter 3. The Lord’s *‘ holy
ration ’* (1 Pet. 2. g) is *“ among the nations >’ (1 Pet. 2. 12),
and helievers in the brotherhood of redeemed ones in the world
{1 Pet. 5. g) are to he a separate ** family.”” ‘“ A good con-
science » is deeply important, it is linked with ‘‘ a good conver-
sation ”* or ‘‘ manner of life ”’ (1 Pet. 3. 16) and belongs to God
as 1 Peter 2. 19 literally signifies.

Dear brethren in Christ, whatever vou are in business, where-
ever you are, is the Lordship of Christ reallvy manifest not only
in some things, but in all? De not let there be a one-sided
recognition of Him, but let the whole life hear one hall-mark:—
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** Bought with a price.”* We notice how these same words
which occur in two verses (1 Cor. 6. zo, 7. 23), have distinct,
though related inferences:—
{a) A positive and a negative (command and prohibition).
(b} A right relation to God AND to men.
{c) A call to an unchanging standpoint, of sctting the Lord
always before us, and a holy urging NOT to be diverted
(‘* Become not "').

If we only say, ‘‘ | cannot do this or that,’”” we miss the
Divine positive emphasis. Here it is not a bare refusal. Our
possession by the Lord Jesus prevents possession by another,
but also fills us with positive privileges and responsibilities. ~As
in 1 Thessalonians 1. g, *“ Ye turned to Ged *’ precedes ** from
idols,”” and as in Hebrews 13. 13 '‘ unto Him " comes hefore
“* without the camp,” so is it here. We cannot rightly say, “ [
have a conscience against ‘* this > (whatever it be) unless we
frst have #a conscience for our Lord because ‘‘ belonging to
Him ** (1 Pet. 2. 19 lit.). If we plead conscience in one thing
and are unconscientious in others, do we not grieve the Holy
Spirit?  The remedy is not giving up or broadening, but let
¢ Corinthians 6. 20 come before 7. 23, that there may be the
living proof of His pre-emption, as the reason for any exemption,
and thus therc will be true witness in the power of the Holy
Spirit. ’

. Since the believer is a partaker of the heavenly calling, he
cannot be of the world, or like the world, without beclouding the
wholc testimony he is chosen to bear. '* They are not of the
world even as 1 am not of the world,”” words repeated by our
Lord in John 17. 14, 16, are decisive, and encouraging. We
cannot make a unity when He has set a division. The Lord did
not speak of one class in the world. but of the world as a whole.
A new birth from above is essentially heavenly, and the new
creation must be really *“ new.” Happy are those who are like
Abraham, who ** was called the friend of God ' (Jas. 2. 23),
and who realize the dangerous contrast solemnly brought before
us in the same epistle, ‘* whosoever therefore will be a friend
of the world is the enemy of God ** (Jas. 4. 4). May we hence-
forth * sanctify the Lord of Hosts Himself " (Isa. 8. 13), not
only in a orisis, and enjoy the added words, ‘* Bind up the testi-
mony, seal the law among My disciples >’ (verse 16). So would
we ““ wait on the Lord > and * work for Him ’" (verse 17), for
“ He is Faithful That promised.”’

* Booklet gladly sent.

The Lord does not promise any crown to those who love this
world. The children of God are not viewed as children of this
age. No verse of Scripture encourages us to be conformed to
this age to get hold of the people.

student-thoughts.com

THE STUDENT OF SCKRIPTURE. 119

“ EVERY BRANCH THAT BEARETH FRUIT, HE
PURGETH IT, THAT IT MAY BRING FORTH MORE
FRUIT."” John 15. 2.

DO we realize what our beloved Lord says to us? Every fruit-

bearing branch needs purging. The word is ‘* cleansing.”
There is something unclean before Him that still needs Divinely
gracious removal. This is written of every growing believer.
It is not concerning those who wander, but regarding those who
are pleasing God. Here is our Lord’s clear instruction against
theories of ‘‘ perfectionism.”” We cannot be too humble. We
would compare 1 John 3. 3, ‘‘ Every man that hath this hope
in Him (again a believer enjoying Ged’s will) purifieth himself,
even as He is pure.”’

Observe the contrast,  He is pure.”” He needed, and needs,
no purifying. Correspondingly we do not read of the purging
of the Vine, only of the branches. O that we may ever exalt
our glorious Lord, and realize His sinlessness (r John 3. s,
2 Cor. 5. 21).

How precious is the purpose, ** That it may bring forth
more fruit.”> The personal interest of our Father is with a very
definite object. There can always be ‘‘ more fruit.”” And the
increase of fruit is not reached by more information, or through
mere stress on activity. ‘‘Abiding’’ is one thought: *‘ purging”’
is the other. Yes, constant cleansing is needful if fruit is to
abound, and the more we are cleansed, the more fruit there will
be, to the praise of His glory. O that our hearts may realize
the privilege of expecting this gracious ¢xperience. Let us never
make light of chastening (Heb. 1z. 5). It is all with a view to
fruit for Him. Possibly we desire and pray fervently for ever
increasing fruit? Are we willing then for His own chastening,
or do we fret? May our hearts respond to all His will with
increasing lowliness and devotedness. A purged branch is
lovingly wounded: the wound is from Him unto us—that the fruit
may be from us unto Him.

BE HUMBLE!

God Himself bore witness to Job that there was ‘‘ none like
him in tne earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth
God, and escheweth evil * (Job 1. 8). Yet overcome by circum-
stances he ** opened his mouth '’ and failed (3. 1), and needed to
be brought down to ablor himself, and repent in dust and ashes
(42. 6). -

Of Hezekiah the Holy Spirit wrote that ‘‘ he trusted in the
Lord God of Israel: so that after him there was none like him
among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him
{2 Kings 18. 5), vet he, in fear, sent the Lord’s silver and gold
te, the king of Assyria (2 Kings 18. 14, 15).

Josiah was outstanding in godliness, and * like unto him
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there was no king before him, that turned to the Lerd with all
his heart '’ {2 Kings 23. 23), but he met death through failure
to seek God's guidance in everything {z Chron. 35. 20-24).

“ Among them that are born of women,” said the Lord
Jesus Christ, '‘ there hath not risen a greater than John the
Baptist  (Matt. 1. 11). Yet even his full confidence faltered
in continued heavy trials. :

If David, a man after God’s own heart, turned aside in the
matter of Uriah, and Solomon, blessed with abundant wisdom,
wandered, have we not a reason. to rejoice in the contrasted per-
fection of One Who was God vet became Man, and walked this
earth, tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin (Heb.

15), and have we not need to be very humble as to ourselves,
realizing the need for dependence continuallv, yea, moment by
moment, upon the Lord?

Faith and Presumption.

I’l' is 50 important to distinguish true faith from its counterfeits.

Faith rests upon God, and upon His words: presumption
rests upon man, and upon his ideas. Thus presumption 1is
occupied with*what ““ T think,”” whereas faith feeds on what God
has said. Presumption, being self-confident, is proud: faith,
being dependent on God alone, is humble. Presumption dreams,
and is. disappointed: faith rests, and is rewarded. Presumption
changes according to circumstances and their appearances: faith
has its eve upon the Lord, and helieves Him against seeming
probahilities. Presumption is excited, and often seeks to attract
to itself : faith is calm, and is concerned for God's glorv. We
cannot have too much real faith, but we meed grace to fight
against all presumptuous imitations. The devil delights when
presumption is dressed up as faith, hut its true character is de-
tected when a believer watks with God. We have a striking
example of presumption in brageing Goliath, and a beautiful
illustration of faith in the words and attitude of David. Or, let
us think of Israel and their foes. ** By faith they passed through
the Red sea as by dry ground; whicn the Egyptians assaying to
do were drowned '’ (Heb. 11. 29). Do you and I realise the con-
trast here? ‘* Assaving to do’ speaks of self’s trying without
a word from God. And many are trving to do good works and
gain salvation: they do not realize the blessedness of simple
faith. But there is no room for pride in faith. Its ground, and
power, and aim are all from God; and as He saves those who
have nothing, so He sustains those who know the meaning of
their Lord’s words, ‘* Without Me ye can do nothing."’
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«Jf I were hungry [ would ot tell thee.”
“ Blessed yre they which do hunger and thirst ajter righte-
ousytess : Yor they shall be filled.”

Psalm 50. 12, Matthew 5. 6.

A Word of Introduction.

2 is a wondrous privilege jo realizz the unlimited powsr qand
wisdom of God. Yea, all His atlributes are perject in
nature and wunrestricted i1 nature and exercise. fHe s i wo-
thing dependent on us, nor on the works of creation, wor o5
the laws of maiure which He has appoinled. Ve bow kenee,
and hearl and worship. Ve are the needy, hungry, d: ’pemlmlt
ones, and to us He says, “ Open (hy mouth wide, and [ will
fitl zq” “He salisfieth e longinyg soul, and /“ll()llz the huugry
soul with goodness™ (Ps. 81. 10, 107. Q). [l is our hearl’s
desire that He may use lhese spages lo cnconrnge the joy of
lis redezmed in [His (ruik, and then (wonder o] wounders),
Lhough e Is never hungry wilh the need which we experiznce,
He deigus to delight in Ilis pbedient people’s walk, and prayer,
and conversation, 1he precious blood of Christ has brought
a new nole inlo hzaven's praise whick could Vol have comz [rom
wejalben nngels, O {hat i eVl ho spoke pf the sacrifices qs His

Jood | wilh their precious types of Christ, may find in us and
our service, a reminder and sweel savour oj /lis Baloved Son.
CONTENTS, . Page
God’s Dealings with Israel in 1 Samuel 12, 16.25 ... 123
A Note on Romans i2, 6-8 . . . 126
A Clean Place and an Unclean ... 127
DENYING.

E think of Peter. The denial was terrible, appalling, sad-
dening, and he never meant to deny: far, far otherwise.
He loved his Lord, and thought he would be faithful. There was
affection, when he followed—even though it was afar off—but
all was weakened by self-confidence, and the fall came after lack
of watching and prayer.
Again we read the solemn words, ‘° Whosoever shall be
ashamed of Me and of My words,” and again, ‘- Whosoever shall

.
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deny Mc before men, him will I also deny before’ My Father
Which is in heaven ”* (Matt. 10. 33), and feel possibly that we
should not thus falter. We should not retract, we should go to
the stake. So we think. But what about daily business now?
Have we any associations that deny the Lord Jesus? Here is a
bookseller, a Christian: will he obtain a hook that sets aside the
glory of his Lord? It is easy to'compromise, and the heart may
say, ‘1 am not responsible,”” and ‘‘ Where shall 1 draw the
line? ' “* I shall fail to pay my way.”” There are many more
problems in daily life unto the Lord than many realize.

And what shall we say of the semi-denial of guilty silence?
Somectimes we are not called to speak. There may be the witness
of a godly manner. But are we always faithful in confessing
our Lord, when we should say a word? Do we act as His pur-
chase, or if we were even as others? Are we afraid to be different
for His sake? Is our ‘‘ dress ' a denial that He has bought us?
Do we wish to be as much like the world as possible, because we
fear ‘‘ the reproach of Christ ’? Are we unlike Moses, who
esteemed it to be riches? Would those who have worked with us
a considerable while say, *‘I did not know you were a Christian?"’
We should not say of a fruitful tree, ** 1 did not know what it
was.”” Tragrance and fruit should bear their clear testimony.
If we do rot deny self to some extent we shall find we are denying
Christ. He has a right to the whole of His purchased possession,
and if in His temple every whit of it uttereth glory (Ps. 2q9. g,
marg.), every part of our life should make manifest that we are
not our own, but bought with a price (1 Cor. 6. 19, 20}.

¢ Faith Without Works Is Dead.”

James 2. 2o, see 17.

EAD faith! Solemn words. We think of the expression,
‘“ The love of many shall wax cold.”” Dead faith and cold
love. Even ghastly caricatures of realities are possible. We
cannot be too impressed with such Divine language. ‘° Thou
hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.” How hlessed is the
contrast, ‘* Your faith groweth exceedinglv,”” ¢ O woman, great
is thy faith,”” ““Faith which worketh by love,’’ ‘‘She loved much.”
God is Living, and He cannot approve of that which is dead.
It is only a counterfeit. Profession is only a lving label unless
there is realitv. The statement, ** deeds not creeds,” has influ-
ence, alas, because many have claimed faith without possessing
it. God hates hvpocrisv. Faith, like a seed-grain, is living; and
brings forth fruit. The smallness does not hinder. But a large
mass of dead faith is onlv an encumbrance, it is a dead weight.
If by the grace of God, you have living faith, ask that it
mav grow, and expect it to grow, and look upward for much
fruit. Fruit pleases God: fruit is what He sought and seeks.
Fruit is the evidence of life. Fruit will be to your joy and His
praise.
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God’s Dealings with Israel in 1 Samuel 12, 16-25.

HROUGHOUT we see His wisdom and His mercy. Israel
had sinned grievously, for they had rejected the Lord
(1 Sam. 8. 7). God did not however cast them off. He kept His
covenant, but He also vindicated His rightcousness and holiness.
Psalm gg. 8 illustrates a deeply important principle. Sin is never
excused. The wickedness of Israel was ‘' great’ in asking
amiss (1 Sam. 12. 17, Jas. 4. 3). How important it is that our
motive in prayer should be God’s glory, and that our wilt should
be within His.

In harvest time there is no rain in Palestine. God uses the
night mist, rendered ‘* dew,”” which is so precious {Ps. 133. 3}
[{ence the thunder was a definite sign, as to its time. But we
would also remember its nature: ““The God of glory thundereth”
(Ps. 20. 3). The people had spoken instead of hearing God’s
voice (** the voice of the people " is not the voice of God, 1 Sam.
8. 7, ** He gave them their request; but sent leanness into t.henr
soul,” Ps. 106. 15). Now thcy heard the voice of God in a
manner that suggested a storm and holy judgment. Do we not
well to learn the lesson, and wait for God’s counsel? It is
blessed to hear His voice before we speak, and He still speaks
through Scripture day by day (Rev. z. 7).

It is helpful to see God’s tenderncss when Israel had per-
sistently wandered. In Judges 1o He spoke in righteous severity,
but when they were humbled, and said, ** Deliver us only we pray
Thee, this day,” we read ‘ His soul was gricved for the misery
of lsrael "’ (verses 15. 16). So was it when they owned “ We
have added unto all our sins this evil to ask us a king.”” At once
we read, ¢ Samuel said unto the people, ‘ Fear not.” ** Ah, dear
troubled soul, God can restore vears caterpillars have eaten, and
when the vesscl is marred can make another as it seems good to
Him, the Heavenly Potter (see Jer. 18, 4, Isa. 63. 8). You will
not misuse this tenderness, will you? It is helpful to remember
2 Chronicles 12 : The princes and the king *‘ humbled themselves ;
and thev said, The Lord is righteous '’ (6). At once we read,
“ When the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, the word
of the Lord came to Shemaizh, sayving, They have humbled them-
selves (mark the repetition of this word and observe the contrast
in 2 Chron. 36. 12) ; T will not destroy them, but I will grant them
some deliverance *' (cf. Ezra g. 8, &imilar wording). But there
was a ‘‘ nevertheless '’ of chastisement in verse 8, ‘‘ that they
may know My service and the service of the kingdom of the
countries.” And a striking symbolic reminder of this was the
change of gold (glory) to brass (carthly) in the shields (g9, 10,°
contrast Isa. 60. 17).

Next we reach the important command, ** Turn ve not
aside.”’ Tt is repeated. There was, and ever is, such a danger
of a temporary concern of soul in view of miracles seen in nature.
When God grants blessing after departure from His path, it is
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never to excuse further departure.  There is forgiveness with
Him that He may be feared {Ps. 130. 4). And the word *‘vain™
is likewise repeated, the very term in Genesis 1. 2z, *‘ without
form.” How confused is everything when any leave God out.

The reason for grace is next set forth, ** His people ** (cf.
Rom. 11. 2), “‘His great Name’s sake’ (Ezek. 36. 22), “‘it hath
pleased the Lord ”’ (Isa. 46. 10). ‘‘ His people ” (another ex-
pression a second time). How often might the words be written,
** Not for your sakes do I this ”’ (Ezck. 36, 22). How wondrous
it is that it pleased the Lord to make us His, and it pleased the
Lord to bruise His beloved Son for us (Isa. 53. 10}, and He wilt
not forsake the work of His own hands (Ps. 138. 8). The con-
fidence of Samuel is ours, but, as he, we would never misuse this
to excuse prayerfulness or disobedience. Hence, ‘‘ Moreover as
for me, far be it that I should sin against the Lord by ceasing to
pray for vou.”’ Do we realize the sin of ceasing to pray? This
helps us to understand Ephesians 1. 15, 16, and we notice how
God’s dear servant mentions prayer here even more than teaching.
That is put in the secondary position. The two are helpfully to-
gether in Colossians 1: 28, 29, for Paul was as Samuel, one who
called on the Lord’s Name (Ps. g9. 6). And indeed the two are
ever linked (see Eph. 6. 17, 18). Thus we have the blending of
God’s grace and our personal responsibility, and the added fer-
vent exhortation in verse 24 intensifies this. Well may we also
seek to serve the Lord in truth with a whole heart, remembering
how great things He hath done for us (Ps. 126, 2, 3). O that
our lives and lips may henceforth show this, to the praise of His
glory. Let us never forget the mercies we have received (Ps. 103.
2, Isa. 63. 7).

Why do we want to understand this verse of Scripture or
that? Is it that we may please God in loving ohedience? The
mere knowledge in the brain avails nothing. [f we only desire
to explain to some one else, or to give an address, or because we
do not like to be thought ignorant, what is the profit? Know-
ledge, without a holy motive, may become a positive danger.
Let not our searching of Scripture be a hare duty, nor to find a
theme for a meeting, nor to prevent worry because we cannot
answer this or that, but let it increasingly be a holy concern for
God’s glory that we may receive, enjoy, and assimilatc the food
which He has graciously given, that we may go in the strength
of that meat, and delight His heart of love.

It is easier to correct harshly than to mould graciously : easier
to use the knife than to be patient as to the sore, easier to forget
the water and the towel, when we wash one another’s feet, than
to be full of humility and tenderness. If we only realized a fellow
believer is part of ourselves, yes, and a member of Christ!
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The tenses of Hebrews 11. 17, 18.

EVERY word of God is pure,—perfect gold without dross

(Prov. 30. 5). We thank Him heartily for our valuable
translation, but sometimes in looking at the original we are at
once made conscious of a richer fulness. It is not that the trans-
lation misleads, but that every human rendering is necessarily
incomplcte, in comparison, or rather, in contrast, with the perfect
inspired words of God in the language He chose.

Here we read literally, ‘‘ By faith Abraham HAS OFFERI*;D
up Isaac, BEING TRIED (TESTED).” From God’s st_andpomt
the work was thus viewed as accomplished, with a definite result
and fruit, for that is the meaning of the tense. How graciously
He ever honours faith’s willingness. The next tense.emphasmes
the searching process of the trial: there was a continued confi-
dence in the Lord. Abraham did not merely manifest a temporary
and natural faith. How often an act is easy, but the abiding
restfulness in the will of the Lord is the witness. The passage
goes on, ‘‘and the one who welcomed the promises WAS
OFFERING U’ the only begotlen.”” This imperfect tense (as
it is called) next brings before us the action as incomplete, in
the carrying out, for God graciously interrupted. Then we read,
““ As to whom it was said.”” Herc is the simple fixed word of
God, ‘‘ In I[saac SHALL thy seed be CALLED,” a definite
future, of promise and prophecy. Thanks be to God for the
accuracy, forcefulness and precious help of ali that He has
caused to be written for our learning. O that we may illustrate
a faith and faithfulness corresponding with that of Abraham.

TWO VACUUM FLASKS.

One which 1 possessed was in poor condition outwardly :
indeed, the case was perishing. But it kept the water for 15
hours so hot that I could hardly bear it. Another flask was in
far better condition, but there was an appreciable loss in the
warmth. Not so much loss, from the standpoint of use, if only
kept for r12-15 hours, but sufficient to show thcr-e was not a
perfect isolation: therc was some definite contact with the colder
surroundings, which had a gradually damaging effect. Have
vou learnt my parable, dear believing reader? s your outward
man perishing, but is there such isolation from the woyld that
you are kept ‘‘ fervent '’ for your Lord's glory? Or is there
some hidden defect, not perceptible in a few hours it may be,
but sufficient to hinder the condition of one ‘“ boiling in spirit "'
(Rom. 12. 11)? I do not mean that ** luke-warmmess '’ is
reached at once; but—it will be. O that we may be devoted to
the Lord, even though our ‘‘ earthen vessel '’ be like Gideon'’s
broken pitchers.
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A Note On Romans 12. 6-8.

I'l' has been helpfulty pointed out that the word ** or " is onty

. uscd for the first four of the seven gifts here detailed. Every
Scripture number is striking.  Seven is elsewhere thus divided
into four and three.

It is cvident that from verse 8 the thought is not of ' gifts
differing *’ but of the attitude which all ought to manifest to
God’s glory. Does the omission of ** or imply this in verse 8
also? 1t is truc that all are to *“ give *’ unto the Lord. But the
word rendered ** ruleth ’ seems elsewhere to imply a special res-
ponsibility in God’s gracious appointment. The added descrip-
tion, Hf: that sheweth mercy,” employs a verb only used for
‘GO(_l's action elsewhere, except in Jude 2z, 23. It seems fo
indicate more than the graciousness which is to characterize each
believing life, possibly a special gift of dealing with those who
need ** mercy ” in restoring love (Gal. 6. 1 as well as Jude z2.
23 may help).

But why the omitted ** or *’? May not one thought be that
whereas the sphere of exercise of the gift has been mentioned
earlier (oun, or in, teaching, ctc.), the manner is now brought
before us—simplicity, diligence, cheerfulness. Hence this man-
ner is not to emphasize God’s sovereign appointment, but that
which belongs to each belicver, and the Holy Spirit shows us that
the gift i§ always to be exercised in accord with these helpful
accompaniments. How important is this principle. A gift
without corresponding godliness will not bring Him glory and
honour. And the three words together give a beautiful view of
the life that pleases Him. How we nced, in all our daily details,
to do everything with simplicity, diligence, and cheerfulness,
judging all duplicity, laziness and grumbling. There is ever a
biessed devotedness when the Holy Spirit has His rightful place
in our lives, and thus the fruit of the Spirit is seen.

“In Honour Preferring One Another.”
Romans 12. 10.

I' is so easy to be occupied with our spiritual things, and to be

. proud of that which would indeed be an encouragement if
pride did not spoil the further knowledge of God's truth, the open
do'm: of service, or whatever the blessing is. How great is the
privilege of telling others of Christ. But if “my Christian work”’
makes me regardless of others’ service, (or even envious), how-
cver accurate in doctrine I am, what is the true profit? Have I
no time to look *“ also on the things of others 2 Do I wish the
special blessings and answers to prayer to come to me, or through
me? The Corinthians were filled with their * gifts,” and thus
used them without the primary thought of edifying others. Hence
the striking words of 1 Cornithians 14. 27. The natural tendency
for such a standpoint would be to go on with one’s own speaking:,
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whatever others did, and to blame them. Observe also verse 30.
The Holy Spirit’s principle here applies as to many things, and
not only the immediate subject. Am T willing for the Lord to
““interrupt ’ mec, and to use some one else instead of me? It
need not be in a meeting.  There are many examples of this. If
I am not a ‘‘ member  with my brother, so that we rejoice
together (1 Cor. 12. 26), there may soon be friction. But there
is no envy among members in a physical body, why should there
be in that which is spiritual? My brother is part of my very life,
as it were. Jealousy is when I view another as separate from
myself, and I want ‘‘ this ’" or ‘‘ that '’ rather than that he
should have it. But if we arc one in Christ, it matters not whom
the Lord uses. How much more 1 too need to learn this lesson,
and the full meaning. of this true unity.

A Clean Place and an Unclean.
Leviticus 4. 12, 14. 40.

T HERE were two places ‘* without,”’ and they were quite con-

trasted, the one corresponds with Hebrews 13. 13, ** Let us
go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His
reproach.”” But the other was typical of that which is described
where the word * without »* comes the last time in Scripture,
. and whosoever loveth and maketh a
lie”” (Rev. 22. 15). At the present time the children of God
are to he willing for rejection, they are to be ‘‘ without ”’ the
world’s politics and glories, and separated from the religious
world, despised because of likeness to their adorable Lord. But
they will not be ‘‘ without *’ in that Day when He shall come—
far otherwise: *' thev that were ready went in,”’ and *‘ blessed
are thev which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.”’
[t is blessed to be willing to be ‘‘ without 7’ now, if we have,
through grace, the blessed prospect of being ‘¢ within *' then.

It is not easv to suffer. We do not naturally choose a cross.
But therc is a clean place without the camp, vea, when it is
unclean within. If the context in Hebrews 13 is prayerfully
noticed, it will be seen the allusion is to the verv passage hefore
us in Leviticus 4. So there is no mere analogv : this is the Holy
Spirit’s teaching. Tt is for us to follow. We would not avoid
or set it on one side. Redeemed by the blood of Christ we belong
to Him, and we cannot belong to the world. A dual ownership
is impossible.

But how solemn it is to be cast out from the marriage feast
of Matthew 22 into outer darkness. The vallev of Hinnom out-
side Terusalem, the citv of peace, was an apnointed prefiguring
of the place of separation from God (z Thess. 1. g9). The
closing verses of Isaiah 66 strikinglv illustrate. How little we
realize the meaning of eternal judgment. When one was
“ delivered to Satan * is was a fearful thing (1 Cor. 5. 5), and
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in mercy that one was brought back via intense anguish. But
the exclusion reminds us that the unsaved are, and remain, in
the wicked one (1 John 5. 1g). The description of such is those
* that are without ”’ (1 Cor. 5. 12, Col. 4. 5, 1 Tim. 3. 7). O
that we may be more earnest to warn souls, while the Lord may
be found (Isa. 55. 6).

* FExcuses.”

lT is easier to imagine that *‘ excuses '’ are genuine '‘ reasons '’

than we realize. Excuses for being late in rising and at a
meeting, are amongst the commonest, and can seem to have so
much in their favour. We would rise earlier, but we are not very
well, or we seek. to avoid warming a bedroom in the cold, and
we can’also meditate on the Lord while lying a little longer, and
so we shall be fresher for His service after. Again, we have so
much to do that is ‘‘ unto the Lord "’ in some way, and we do
want to just finish, and so are only a little late at the gathering.
Or we are hindered ‘‘ the last moment *’ by circumstances over
which we, indeed, ‘* have no control,’”” and, moreover, the Lord
enables a blessing to some thereby. All these things may be
right, and legitimate, on one or two occasions, but, with self-
deciding, we enlarge the scope, without any warrant from the
Lord. Possibly ‘‘ our last moment ’' hindrance is because we
did not arrange to be a little before the time. One feels con-
scious of much personal need for more reverence in drawing near
to God. How respectfully we treat a great man.

Openly evil *‘ excuses '’ do not appeal to the growing
believer, but he needs grace to detect those which are disguised.
Satan’s skill as an angel of light extends to excuses. Our
‘‘ tenderness '’ to another may be because of indulgence of our
own failures: were we more definite with him, conscientiousness
- would compel more firmness-as to ourselves. And so is it as to
all things.  That which is * excused >’ may bhe overruled, and
God may graciously bless the gold although dross is mingled,
but let us not approve the dross. Rather let us remember that
the true Christian life is simple dependence on the will of our
Father for everything, and acting at once on His revealed will.

3

The Lord Jesus said: ‘* The prince of this world cometh,
and hath nothing in Me '’ (John 14. 30): in contrast Paul wrote,
*In me (that is in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing >’ (Rom.

. 18), Where then is the believer’s confidence? Not in the
flesh (Phil. 3. 3) but in Christ (1 Cor. 1. 31). He finds his joy
in th;: words of grace, ‘' Abide in Me, and I in you’ (John
15. 4
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“ 1L Es written, [ will smite Vhe Shepherd, and the sheep
of Vhe flock skall be scatlered abroad: but after [ am risen
again, [ will go before you into Galilee”

Matthew 26. 31, 32.

A Word of Introduction.

L Lord Jesus is ever the Contrasted One. IVe realize the
conlrast of His birth His lije, His dealh. The shecp
DEPEND ox the Shepherd : e s contrasted. Ve see, loo, lhe
Jailure pf the disciples. He never jfailed, and wnever [ails,
never! \Further on, when bithers “ sal" e fell on the ground
@ wrayer (Mate. 26. 36, 39). Bul then fe took THREE fhat
lhey wlso might PRAY: lheirs was a spiritual privilege: alas,
they wll jailed. He is the Contrasted One! Ye! our fearls
rejoice \that He has died lo 'bring [lis pwn into living union
with Himself, and, though the braltches are still contrasied
with \the Root, for Mey are BORNE, 70!/ BEARING (Rom. 11.
18), nid t/zouglz the members are in like manner, conlrasted
wilk the controlling « Head,” yel there is ONE LIFE. T0 em-
phasize Lhis one lije, and then the blessed dependence on Him
appointed in daily walk, and the true *“contrasl” [from the
right standpoint of loving exallalion of IMim, (“He is thy
Lord, and worship thou Him” Ps. 45. 11), are these pages
sent forlth.
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The Holy Spirit’s Work in the Book of
‘“Acts.”

THIS is clearly emphasized. The first chapter refers definitely
to the Lord’s commandments through the Spirit and to witness
{verse 8). There is no thought of power without Him (Zech. 4.
6, 1 Cor. 2. 4). And His coming upon implies the position of
God's dear children under Him, and gladly under His control.
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In chapter 2 we have His manifestation on the ‘* first day ’’ of
the week, the ‘° Jubilee " of ‘‘ Pentecost.”” (The thought of
wind, fire and tongues may remind of 1 Kings 19. 11, 12}. The
thought of witness is in ch. 2. 32, 33, as in 5. 32. And we
cbserve throughout the book that the activity of God’s servants
was fittingly in the Name of the Lord Jesus (e.g., 3. 16), and in
the power of the Holy Spirit (4. 8, etc.}. And the power was
associated with '* filling,”” for the Holy Spirit indwells and seals
all believers (Rom. 8. 11, Eph. 4. 30), but, if He is grieved, how
can He fill; and if He does not fill, how can there be the over-
flowing? If much of the ‘‘ temple,” as it were, is shut off from
Him there cannot be the parallel with Exodus 40. 34, 35, and
1 Kings 8. 10, 11.

The arranging of all by the Holy Spirit is emphasized in
connexion with all the missionary service, and the Great Assembly
alike.  In connexion with sending forth, we have the words
‘‘ Separate (unto} Me Barnabas and Saul for the work where-
unto I have called them *’ (13. 2), and, when there were Divine
restrictions as to the field, He appointed these (16.6, 7, see 21. 4).
Were there overseeing brethren to care for the flock locally?
The Holy Spirit has made them such (20. 28). When there was
a going forward, that had not heen realized, to the Gentiles also,
the Spirit bade Peter go (11. 12). And is He not the Same to-day,
even as our Lord Jesus is the Same? Should we not have a deep
concern for His direction? We cannot usurp His position. We
would not. Every attempt to act in human wisdom is not only
failure but sin. How blessed is the encouragement which He is
willing to give, as well as leading (g. 31). May our hearts ever
read the whole book in heartfelt consciousness that the Holy
Spirit is a Person, vea, that He is God, indwelling, and working
through, believers still. Human scheming and man-made
organization are worse than a poor substitute for His representing
of the Lord Jesus in the individual believer, and in the service of
the gospel and of the assembly.  The opening words (** The
former treatise " ="'* the first word ’’} remind us that there was
not onlv the finished work of redemption (John 19. 30) by the
Lord Jesus Christ for His own, but a work of doing and teaching
which He began, and which the Holv Spirit came purposely to
continue. That work is not vet completed. May it be ours to he
humble instruments, used by Him, ‘* vessels of mercv,” with the
‘' treasure ’ of the gospel of the glorv of Christ, to *‘ bear *’ His
Name (0. 15). We need not he apostles, we are not apostles.
The lowly, backeround child of God is indwelt by the Holv Spirit
even as one who nreaches to manv. The great need is that our
whole bodv should be vielded for His gracious control, and will-
ingly subject to Him. My need is vour need, vour need is mine.
Can we not help one another by mare praver for one another?
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Early Assemblies_and their Meeting Places.

I we desire, by grace, to return simply to the will of our Lord,
and thus to principles and practices of the New Testament,
in the power of the Holy Spirit, we cannot fail to notice a striking
contrast with the normal arrangements to-day, even regarding
the place of meeting.  Christendom has for centuries erected
great and grand edifices unwarrantably, and has described them
as  churches.”” This attitude was so definite that for centuries
these were among the most costly buildings. Indeed, when we
consider their number, we may add that nothing else was parallel.
The' treasured best examples of the architect’s skill, in different
styles, were the ‘‘cathedrals” and *“ churches.” Of late
“‘commerce,”’ with its prophesicd development, is taking a leader-
ship as to this, but the change is comparatively recent. More-
over, among those professing the Name of Christ, there has been
a tendency of many toward plainer buildings, even as decorations
and stained glass windows have been laid aside. Whenever this
is in recognition of God’s appointed simplicity, we rejoice. The
thought that God is worthy of the most costly things has been
sadly misapplied. Undoubtedly He possesses and is worth)_r of
all, but many were the ecclesiastic buildings erected and heautified
bv those who were themselves ungodly and cruel, rather remind-
ing us of Matthew 23. 2g. Not only so, but even if the gifts are
those of His children, He desires these for what He has appointed
(cf. Ex. 36. 1), and would He approve of the glory of earth’z
display, with commanded missionary labours held back? Yet
more, outward display appeals to the senses (cf. 1 Sam. 16._2_3)
and so is out of harmony with the spirituality and simplicity
which is His revealed will in a dispensation contrasted with that
of Israel, and wherein we are specially reminded that we walk by
FAITH, and that God is not receiving that which is of the goodli-

ness of the flesh.
The tendency toward plainer buildings is encouraging when

it is
(a) begotten of a definite desire to please God;
{(b) coupled with a devotedness to Him which gives freely
for that which He approves.

If the meeting room is plain and the home worldly, there is a
call for heart-searching. But may we not go even fqrther? Has
the Holy Spirit indicated the will of God as to buildings, on the
line of present day arrangements at all? If not, should we not
return to the plan of God at the heginning? _
Where did the early Christians meet  There is no question
as to this. Though the temple courts were a rendezvous (Acts
2. 46, 5. 42) where also, as we see, God granted opportunities
to bring His gospel before souls, they were not the meeting places
for worship. How could they be in view of Matthew 23. 38?
Nor is there any suggestion of an assembly for worship therein.
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The breaking of the bread and the prayers are the description
of certain assembly privileges in Acts 2. 42. and we have no hint
of the temple or synagogue, but an expression rendered *‘ from
house to house.” Undoubtedly the word ** house *’ is here (but
only once). There is, moreover, a contrast with the temple. In
like manner we find prayer in a house in Acts 12. 12. The break-
ing of bread in Acts 20. 8 was in an upper room, reminding of
the Lord’s arrangements when it was instituted. What word is
joined by the Holy Spirit with the word ** church *'? ls it not
the word *‘ house "' ?

* The church that is in their house '’ (Rom. 16. 3).

“ The church that is in their house ** (1 Cor. 16. 19).

‘“ Nymphas, and the church which is in his house

(Col. 4. 13).

““ The church in thy house” (Phm. 2).

Is there any other building? This is important. Can we
find any OTHER WORD thus associated, so that some may
reply that this was only an occasional arrangement? We cannot.
Similar expressions will intensify our realization that God has a
message for us here. E.g., *‘ Gaius mine host, and of the whole
church *’ (Rom. 16. 23). We have not only thought of one town,
but of Jerusalem, Rome, Corinth, Laodicea, Colosse places far
apart, in Europe and Asia, where there were both Jewish and
Gentile believers. The testimony is always the samc. Moreover,
there is no limitation to the ‘‘ beginning."’

Let it not be said that the believers could not afford anything
else. At Jerusalem many sold houses and lands, and there is no
suggestion of special poverty if the whole of Romans 16. 23 is
read (‘‘ chamberlain of the city ’'), nor does Philemon appear
to have been poor. Must we not say that this arrangement was
by no means a mere ‘‘ circumstance,’’ far less an accident, it was
normally the will of God? Would we not wish to continuc
therein, unless He has shown us that it is changed to-day?
Human reasoning and expediency can never weigh against our
Lord’s revealed will.

(I} the Lord will, to be continued).

There was ‘‘ not a man " to till the ground (Gen. 2. 5),
and God provided the first Adam: there was not a man to stand
in the gap in Ezckiel 22. 30, God the Father sent the Last Adam:
so in connection with holy and righteous judgment in the future
deliverance of Israel (Isa. 59. 16). The helpless one at
Bethesda said, * I have no man,” when the One Who, Greater
than man, had become Man, was the very One Who asked, *“Wilt
thou be made whole? ’ (John 5. 6, 7).

Service unto the Lord is not to be work for Him done in our
way, but His work done in His way.
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Moses and Christ.

L thank God for Moses, but he is Divinely coutrasted with
the Lord Jesus, as Hebrews 3. 5, 6 well illustrates, *‘Moses
- as a servant . . Christ as Son."”” The gospel of John helps
in this connexion, wherever the two names are definitely placed
together. The first occurrence is chapter 1. 17, '‘ For the law
was given by Moses, grace and truth (be)came by Jesus Christ.”
The contrast is not only as to the message but as to the manner,
The law was divinely ‘“‘given " it was holy and just and good.
Moses was the mediator. But grace was not only given: the
Mediator of grace and truth must Himself be full of grace and
truth; and accomplish everything, that the grace may actually
flow out to lost sinners. Hence the Lord of Glory came, and
these precious qualities were fully manifested in Him, and there
was perfect harmony. The ** giving ** of gospel grace rendered
neccssary His atonement, for grace must reign through
riglileousness.

In chapter 1. 45 we have an allusion by one, who had
himself been found, seeking to find another for the Lord Jesus,
and he spoke with new-born fervour of the One of Whom Moses
wrote. Yes, the Lord Jesus was the One on Whom that servant
of God set his hope.

The next passage (3. 14) is well known. 1t adjoins ** John
three sixteen.”” But how blessed to realize its unveiling of the
way of salvation. The serpent of old was for Israel, the Lord
Jesus is for all nations. The serpent was only once lifted up
and then out of use (2 Kings 18. 4), the Lord Jesus, once
uplifted, remains, the one Saviour, the One Hope, year after year.
The serpent could not save till lifted up, and our Lord Jesus
must be lifted up on the oross, bearing the curse, on the tree.
But can we not go further? The seutences are Divinely varied.
Is there not a Divine purposc in this? ‘* As, so '’:—but we
do not read, ** As Moses lifted up, so the Son of Man lifted up.”
Moses prepared the appointed serpent: he could give nothing
of himseli. But Christ did ret lift up a thing: the active is
strikingly changed to passive: He Himself was lifted up. How
hlessed is this second passage. The faithful servant of God
ohediently showed a type: our adorable Lord became fuily the
Antitype.  Nothing was outside Him, nothing apart from Him-
self, every blessing is in Him, and ** we preach Christ crucified.”
Well may our hearts rejoice.

Our third occurrence is chapter 5. 45-47, where we have the
testimony of Moses to the Lord Jesus, and the need, yes, the
need for receiving the Old Testament. The words of our Lord
Jesus cut at the root of higher criticism. ‘‘ If ye believe not His
writings, how shall ve believe My words?”’ Again it may well
be asked—‘‘ Can there be found a praverful student of the tvpes
who had the slightest leaning to the higher criticism? * The
message of Moses ever exalts our beloved Lord. But this passage
also shows the contrast already given. Moses represents the law,
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and thus accuses.  The Gospel of Christ delivers from judgment.
As in the epistle to the Hebrews, HE Himself is the Great Con-
trast throughout.

In chapter 6. 32 Moses 1s conuected with the type, which met
Israel's necd, but he neither gave it, nor was he the food, nor
could that food abide. In all these particulars the glory of the
Lord Jesus shines forth. He was given and He came down, He
gave Himself! \What wondrous love,—and for us.

In chapter 7 Moses is again associated with the law, and
circumcision is mentioned (verses 19, 2zz). 1t is deeply important
to remember the words ot Genesis 17. 13, *' My covenant shall
be in your flesh.”” How blessed is the putting off of the flesh, in
the enjoyment of that which is born of the Spirit, in Christ Jesus.
And circumcision is contrasted with life and salvation in John
7. 23: il gave nothing.

In chapter 8. 5 the scribes and Pharisees referred to Moses.
Yet once more we see the condemnation of the law. But we at
once behold * the One That is without sin *’ (verse 7) by Whose
work there is salvation for condemned sinners. Thus again the
glory of the Lord Jesus shines out (John 1. 14).

The final reference to Moses is likewise by opposed men of
lsrael (ch. g. 28, 2g). Their claim was false. They brought the
servant of the Lord into a contrast with the Son of God, which
was not just. But how rejoiced would Moses have been in the
blessing to the healed man, as John the Baptist was glad when
his disciples went after Christ (John 1. 35-39). Everything in
Scripture exalts Him: may our daily life also be filled with the
same exaltation! Life eternal is ever joined with a living know-
ledge and living faith in Him (John 17. 3, zo0. 31).

TAKING THE PLACE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Antichrist will defiantly put himself forward instead of Christ,
but this is not the thought on our heart now. Is there not a
message for me? Is it possible that something takes the place
of the Lord in my affections, and ‘‘ Lovest thou Me more than
these?”’ is the question I need to hear? Is it not possible that
someone iakes the prominence that the Lord Jesus should have,
so that T unwittingly follow him, and am swayed by him more
than by the One Who bought me? The result of this attitude
hias often been sectarianism; and little movements have been cen-
tred round ‘“ a man.”” And the men may have been godly, and
may not have wished this, but the result is a rut, with all its
spiritual hindrances. 1 am well aware that the other sad extreme
is possible, and commoner in some circles, namely, independence
under the claim of being led by the Holy Spirit, so that the
* gifts "' of a risen Lord, as evangelists and pastors and teachers
have not been rightly recognised and esteemed (see 1 Thess. 5.
12, 13, Heb. 13. 17). It is 2 wondrous privilege to be kept by the
Holy Spirit from the swing of the pendulum, and it is only possi-
ble as we are at our Lord’s feet.
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* CHRIST JESUS.”

Believing that every word of Scripture is in the right order,
and full of meaning, T was suggesting a list of passages in which
the Authorised Version renders “ Jesus Christ,”” where the Holy
Spirit seems to have given us the order * Christ Jesus.””  Almost
immediately a brother handed me such a list. (There are some
other possible cases, and anv questions as to any verse, and the
MSS. will help).

Romans 6. 3, 11, 23, 15. 16, 17,

1 Corinthians 1. 4.
Galatians 2. 16 (second) 3.
Ephesians 3. 1.
Philippians 1. 1
Colossians 1. 1.
1 Timothy 1. 1, 2, 4. 6, 5. 2I.
2 Timothy 1. 1.

Titus 1. 4.

Philemon 1.

14, §. 6.
(possibly), 8, 26.

THE BRAZEN ALTAR

(Ex. 27. 1-8).
The Place of Purging.
The Means of Mediation.
The Position of Praise.
The Refuge of Repentant Sinners.
The Way of Worship. -
The Source of Sustenance.
The Root of Reviving.—E.K. (Outline of address).

A HOUSE OF GOD.

An assembly is a house of God, a spiritual house of living
stones, wherein the Lord’s will is the law of the house (*‘ steward-
ship,”") and wherein nothing is commanded which is against that
will, and nothing forbidden which is according to that will.
Failures of helevers in the past, and present, to live up to their
confession, mav, alas, lower the standard of living in the house,
and our hearts should be concerned dailv and more intensely as
to this (Heb. 3. 13), but let us also remember that if the principles
and commands of the Lord Jesus are definitelv excluded, and the
traditions of men made obligatory, the gathermg is not a house
of God at all, and can have no claim on a humble disciple. A per-
sonal salvation and desire to please the Lord should be followed
by a definite concern to be united with believers only in that which
can be truly regarded as a house of God (1 Tim. 3. 15), and
then the holv seeking after the godlv condition which harmonizes
with the godiv posmon and in which the Spirit of God can work
out in individual, and in the whole assembly, a likeness to Christ,
is deeply important.
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Postponement.

HA.\'D the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite,

saying, Scest thou how Ahab humblest himself before Me?
Because He humbleth himself before Me I will not bring the evil
in his days: but in his son’s days will 1 bring the evil upon his
house ** (1 Kings 21. 28, 29).

** Thou hast humbled thyself before the Lord . . . and wept
before me; I also have heard thee, saith the Lord. Behold, there-
fore, T will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shali be gath-
ered unto thy grave in peace; and thine eyes shall not sce all the
evil which T will bring upon this place ” (2 Kings 22. 19, 20).

* Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto
thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities
by shewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy
tranquility * (Dan. 4. 27).

““ God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way;
and God repented of the evil, that He said that He would do unto
them; and He did it not ”’ Jon. 3. ro but Nah. 3 shows there
was the judgment later).

How wondrous is this unveiling of God’s dealings. Eternal
blessings in Christ Jesus are not before us here. The subject is
earthly blessing, and we see how much depends on that which
men often, alas, despise, namely, a humbling before God. If only
this attitude to God had been more realized, how many length-
enings of tranquillity might have been granted, to manv more
than Nebuchadnezzar and than Nineveh! But, infinitely bevond
this, our hearts long that many souls mayv seek the Lord Jesus,
and have eternal life. Yet we would not forget that the very
sparing and the temporal mercv give the wondrous opportunity
to hear His Gospel again. Hence we would never underestimate
these. Moreover, the cali of God to humbling before Him is a
call to that which ALONE is fitting in recognition of His over-
ruling and His providential authority, and all else is virtually a
denial of His Godhead, and thus an adding to sin. O that men
would recognize that God is God, and that He alone is almighty,
and that none can stav His hand (Dan. 4. 35). O that there
were repentance before Him, in the experience of manv, even to-
day. We remember the searching words, ‘‘ The Lord’s voice
crieth unto the city, and wisdom shall see Thy Name: hear ve
the rod, and Who hath appointed it ** (Mic. 6. 9).

“ Madness is in their heart while they live '’ (Eccl. 9. 3):
*“ God hath not given us the spirit of fear:; hut of power, and of
love, and of a sound mind » (2 Tim. 1. %).
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“ Humble yourselves in the sight of God, and e shall lijt you

up.” e

A Word of Introduction.

S CRIPITURE is nol a book vwj philosophy. God speaks

therein Vo the heari. The viililude of ike heart loward Him
is ull-important, jor out of the heart are the issues of lije
(Prov. 4. 23). Jdien of the world are afraid of humbling: ihey
Lhink it belokens weakness. Bul the pistory of a saved soul
begins with humiliation, and continues with hamiliation. 1'he
path of humility is the path b blessing. As soon as we lpok to
ourselyes we ruin ourselves. 7t is so Y patural @ lo have cou-
fidence in the flesh and its urmn (2 Chron. 32. 8). RBut lhose
who ure in Christ jesus are a new creation (2 Cor. 5. 17), and
thus (heir principles are gquite different from those of the
world, The Lord fesus said, “They are Notl o] thz world, even
as I am not of the world ™ (John 17. 14, 16): thal is ihe work
of ‘His grace. He also said, “ Ye shall pot be 5o (Luke 22.
26), selting Jorlk our respolisibilily as believers lo acl accord-
ingly—respansibility through the work of His grace I'hz lloly
Spirit wever leads lo pride, vund our Father never blesses ¢t
“(God RESISTETH ke prouad, bul giveth grace unto the lowly ™
(Jas. 4. 6). « Not popular ¥deas” do you say? But lhey are
our Lord's will| and precious fndeed: and lo help lo n corres-
ponding walk, and not le mere kead study and knowledge are
these pages senl forth,

James 4. 710.
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Human Reasoning, or Faith.

GOD has given wondrous faculties to men, but men often mis-

use them. The hand may be employed to serve God or self :
and so is it with all the, varied members. The ear may listen to
lies, and the mouth may utter iniguity. Thus the natural man
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acts in accord with his own will and way, and the need for him,
as a fallen creature, is a new creation, a new life. Reason is a
marvellous gift, but reasoning often shows man’s own unreason-
ableness, since he leaves God out.

We are made conscious of this when we behold the first great
* unity ”' of men, in Babylon where the last *“ unity *’ also will
be centred. The idea of a ** name ’ was the glory of man: the
thought ** lest we be scattered '’ was before them. But the fear
of the wicked came upon them (Prov. 10. 24). They took counsel
without God, and their words could not stand (Isa. 8. 10).

Again and again we sce the fallacy and the folly of human
reasoning in the pages of Scripture. We remember Jeroboam
and how he ‘‘ took counsel ”’ to prevent the ten tribes returning
to the house of David (1 Kings 12. 26-28), and the result is ever
hefore us through the impressive words ‘' Jeroboam . . . made
Israel to sin.”’

But what about ourselves?  We all need to be humble.
Departure from simple faith is easy, as when David said ** I shall
now perish oene day by the hand of Saul: there is nothing better
for me than that 1 should speedily escape into the land of the
Philistines ** (1 Sam. 27. 1). Just as in 1 Kings 12. 26 we find
the wording, ‘‘ said in his heart *’:—* with the heart man
believeth,’” and with the heart man ‘‘ disbelieveth.”” Everything
begins in the heart.  How needful that our heart should fuliv
trust in the Lord (Prov. 3. 5).

Abraham knew nothing of human reasoning when the Lord
commanded him to offer up Isaac, concerning whom it had been
said “‘ In Tsaac shall thy seed be called,”’ for he accounted that
God was able to raise him up. Moses knew nothing of human
reasoning when he told Israel to go forward though the sea was
in front and Pharaoh behind. Rather let us say—God was in
front, and He Himself knew what He would do.

How often we follow fears and cares. We look to men, and
are even scared by circumstances. Human reasoning would ever
" seek human means and guarantees. It is natural to try to
insurc ”’ and ‘‘ secure '’ this or that, but have we not often
forgotten the God of our salvation {Isa. 17. 10), and the Lord
our Maker (fsa. 51. 13)? Do we alwavs have respect unto Him
Who long ago arranged all in such wisdom that faith to-dav
should be our response (lsa. 22. 11)? If we cease from man
{Isa. 2. 22) and from our own wisdom (Prov. 23. 4), and trust
in the Lord, He will not fail. God still looks to those who tremble
at His word (Isa. 66. 2).

*“ The men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at
the mouth of the Lord ’ is a solemnizing statement in Joshua
9. 14. The suggestion made in Acts z1. 23, 24 seemed a wise
one from the standpoint of human prudence, but we have no
reference there to enquiring of the Lord. The Holy Spirit has
heen graciously given that He mayv graciously lead, and if He
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feads there must be those who are led, not compelled or dragged,
but gladly led, and such should all believers be. God overrules
our omissions, but we desire not to be merely overruled channels.
Rather would we be instruments and living branches in the
bringing forth of that which is fruit unfo His glory.

Two Distinct Spheres.

OMANS 12 and 13 become very helpful when read together
prayerfully. In the former we find !na.ny.prwxleges in the
sphere of those who are ** one body in Christ,”” in the latter their
relation to the present age and the powers that be, and thereby
the contrasted sphere of those in authority is set before us. We
observe the repeated use of the name * God >’ alone in this con-
nexion in ch. 13. 1-6, for there is no reference to such as acting
within the Lordship of Christ for His redeemed. .

How important it is to know just how those who are in the
Lordship of Christ should act in all circumstances of this present
age, and toward those who are in the realm of His prowc}ence,
in accord with the impressive and withal comforting words, * The
Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men”’ (Dan. 4. 25). ltis
so natural for us to overlook the two spheres, to ignore one of the
two, and either to act forgetting that we, as redeemed ones, are in
** the kingdom of the heavens,”” or, on the other hand, to deny
God's over=sovereignty, even in the times-of the Gentiles.

The different standpoint of the two chapters is realized when
we observe that in the former we have the presenting O,f our
bodies (ch. 12. 1), whereas in the latter we read of tribute,
custom, fear and honour (ch. 13. 7). Our * bodies ” belong
to the Lord, since we are ** bought with a price '’ (1 Cor. 6. 20).
The appointments of chapter 13 keep back a child of God from
everything defiant, revolutionary, or disrespectful, even should
the authorities be openly pagan and evil, and persecuting, as
when Paul wrote. But the rendering of ‘‘dues’ mever encroaches
on the primary and all-comprehensive rights of the Lord ]_E:su§;
By the ** mercies of God '’ we realize our *' reasonable scrvice.
Everything for us must be within * that good, and acceptable,
and perfect, WILL OF GOD " (ch. 12. 2). )

In accord with this distinction we notice some definite con-
trasts, the Holy Spirit’s use of the same words, etc., making them
simple and clear :— -

For belicvers : For authorities:

*“ That which is out from vou "’ (lit.} ,— A sword
Peace (12. 18). . (13- 4)-
No vengeance (12. 19). Vengeance
(13- 4)-
No wrath (12. 19, ** Give place to—i.e., Wrath
make room for—the wrath,”’ i.e., (r3. 4).

God's, cf., 1 Pet. 2. 23).
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In ch. 12. 19, with regard to ourselves, Vengeance belongs
lo God, and it is future (“‘ T will repay ’): in ch. 13. 4 it is
dclegated to men, and present.

Our attitude to an enemy is to ** feed ’ and to overcome
with good (12. 20, 21) : that of those to whom God has entrusted
carthly authority is to punish evil (13. 4, cf. 1 Pet. 2. 14). ** God’s
ministers ”’ in 13. 4 have quite a different sphere from the
ministry of 12. 7. ** Love ”’ is not mentioned in 13. 1-6, but it
is appointed to believers in the sphere where God’s redeeming
love has placed them (13. 8, 10), and this attitude is to be main-
tained although the sad condition of this ‘‘ present evil age ' is
realized,—** the night >’ {13. 12), The added ** Let us ** (twice)
makes clear the heavenly calling. Amid all, the believer is at all
times to ** put on the Lord Jesus Christ,” the Rejected One,
Whose Name is omitted from chapter 13. 1-6, since as to all
earthly ‘“ authority ** He is now waiting on the Father’s throne
{Ps. r10. 1, Rev. 3. 21). The *“ until * of the Psalm shows the
attitude appointed for those made to sit with Him (Eph. 2. 6).

A Hint as to Genealogies in Scripture.
E have by grace realized that ¢ all Scripture '’ is given by
inspiration of God,” and that even in the inclusion of
ordinary genealogies, God has appointed just how many gener-
ations should be given and what should be omitted. We may not
always understand *‘ why,”” but our understanding is limited,
His wisdom is unlimited. We have also learnt to value the
deeply important instruction of words of comment in between as
1 Chronicles 1. 10, 2. 7, 4. 10, 5. 20, 6. 49, etc. May we now
look at this chapter with another thought? There are many who
would criticize the shortening of a genealogy elsewhere, or say
that those of the same name must be the same person, or those
of other names different persons, whenever such contentions
would disparage Scripture. We know, even in ordinary history,
it is far otherwise. There are various kings of England with
the same name, and the same names can easily be repeated in
the same or inverted order. Moreover, a father and son may
have the same name, and a second name may also be used to
distinguish one of them. These simple facts would often answer
critics.  But is the Scripture treated FAIRLY by man to-day?
The human heart has a bias, the more manifest because of the
aim of the god of this age.
Turning to 1 Chronicles 6 we observe in the genealogy of
verses 4-15§
{(a) thrice Azariahs (g, 10, 14);
(b) two Amariahs (7, 11), etc.; and thus
(c} three generations have twice the same order
of names:—
(i) Amariah
(ii) Ahitub
(iti) Zadok (7-g, t1, 12).
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Ezra 7. 1-5, compared, silences any Jew from objeetion to
the Divinely shortened genealogy of Matthew 1 (observe “ all ™
is only applied to one section in Matt. 1. 17: Scripture does NOT
contraflict itself). '

Further, in 1 Chronicles 6, Izhar (2) is also named Ammina-
dab (22), a name with a meaning (*‘ my people are willing ")
that emphasizes sadly the attitude of the sin in Numbers 16.

In the graciously spared line of Korah, from which both
Samuel and Heman sprang we sce that

Eliel (34) is Eliab (27)

Toah (34) is  Nahath (26)
Zuph (33) is  Zophai (26)
Mahath (35) is not thus named before,
Joel (36) 1s  Shaul (24)

Azariah (36) is Uszzah (24, of. 2 Kings 15. 1,
2 Chron. 26. 1).

and again in this line we find three Etkanahs. How definitely
such simple facts in one chapter speak. There is no thought of
passages far off from one anothep with ‘* alleged discrepancies.”
Here is one chapter, where all was, and is, before those con_cemed
on one page. If only those who criticize Scripture were fair, and
humble, and more ready to acknowledge their mistakes and
limited knowledge! '

But is there not a further message for us as believers? Do
we not need to train our children to see the wondrous character
of Scripture? And is there not also another practical message
as to our daily walk? Are we always fair to fellow believers?
Do we not sometimes draw inferences, and talk to others about
contradictions in their words and actions, which may be only
apparent? Have we been too readv to misunderstand, and to
sow discord among brethren, and to speak evil one of another?
It only the tongues of belicvers were always their ‘‘ glory ”
{Ps. 30. 12}, and glorifving God!

“ PUTTING UP WITH IT " ?

* My brethren, count it all joy when ye fail into divers temp-
tations.”’ James 1. 2. .

‘“ Blessed are ve when men shall revile you, and persecute
vou, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for My
sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward
in heaven.”” Matthew 5. 11, 12. . .

‘““ They departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing
that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His Name,
and daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to
teach and preach Jesus Christ.”” Acts 5. 471, 42.

‘“ If ye be reproached for the Name of Christ, happy are
1 Peter 4. 14. .

“ And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises

tnto God: and the prisoners heard them.”” Acts 16. 23.

This is much more than *‘ resignation,” is it not? Do we
sometimes fail to illustrate joy in the reproach of Christ (Heb
f1. 26, 13. 13-15), and in all His legacy in John 16. 337

(R

ve.
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Early Assemblies and their Meeting Places.
(Concluded) ’

'I'lu emphasis becomes greater when we see that the expres-
sion ‘‘ the church in their housc” is literally ** the church
according to their house,” i.e., the gathering was a miniature,
and representative of the great gathering.  We recollect the
idiom ‘“ The gospel according to Matthew, acccording to Mark,””
etc. This leads us to mention that NOWHERE do we find the
church of a land (there is nothing of nationalism—nor of denom-
inationalism—in the words of Scripture), nor do we read of two
or more ‘‘ churches '’ in one city. All believers in one town were
expected to be together with one fellowship, one discipline; and
further, the loving harmony of believers in other towns was to be
maintained by the gracious work of the living Holy Spirit,
operating specially through thce ** gifts '’ in the church for the
fitting together of the saints (Eph. 4. r1, 12). Evangelists, and
pastors, and teachers, arc nowhere said to be a foundation (Egh.
2. 20), rather we would connect them with the words, ** till we
all come into the unity of the faith '’ (Eph. 4. 13), calling to
mind, ** Do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy
ministry, FOR [ (an apostle) am now ready to be offered " - (2
Tim, 4. 3, 6.) *‘ But could all the assembly in one town mect
together in a house? Would not a special larger building be
desirable? ** To such questions has not the Holy Spirit provided
an answer? We believe He has. In Corinth, Gaius was the host
of ** the whole church,” but such language is not emploved as to
believers in Jerusalem, liphesus, or Rome. Have we any intima-
tion regarding these? We have scen there is no suggestion of
different ** churches *’ in one city, even when thousands believed.
Now we can read Acts 2. 346, “Breaking bread according to (per)
house,” NOT from house to house, nor *‘ at home,”” but exactly
the same preposition is used for the ** church accordmg to the

house "' of Aquila and Priscilla, or another godly brother and
sister. The contrast with the temple is marked. Any Dbelievers

acquainted with God's *‘ passover '’ arrangement in the rooms
of houses, and with the Lord’s appointment of the breaking of
bread then, would readily perceive the suggestion. The fact that
the same preposition throughout, with the word ** house,”’
always seems to have this helpful thought is confirmatory. In
Acts 5. 42 we read, ‘' In the temple and according to (per)
house,”” and in ch. 8. 3 Paul arrested children of God ** according
to the houses.” Mav not this indicate where the believers
assembled? Acts 20. zo seems parallel in Ephesus where the
“believers were evidently numerous (** publicly and according to
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houses '"}). Does not Romans 16 helpfull\ corroborate? Many
other believers are mentioned beside those in the church ** accord-
ing to the house " of Aquila and Priscilla. And how are some
described 7—
(a) Salute Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes,
and Olympas, and all the saints which arc with them.
(b) Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nercus and his sister,
Olympas, and all the saints which arve with them,

We do not know how many ** houses ' were needed, nor how
many believers were usually gathered. Where God does not give
us a ** rule,”” we dare not add one.  Any regulations that lose the
slmp]lClt\ associated with the present working of the Holy Spirit
Sometimes  helpful hints are
granted, to assist us in applying the godly principles of love,
and holy order. For example, the stress on the ‘‘ cup,”” being
one, 1mpllcs a contrast with a very large number., Qur beloved
Lord appointed with eleven present, evidently after Judas had
gone out {(John 13. 27). We find about an hundred and twenty
in an upper room (Acts 1. 13). Five theusand is the largest
number of belle\mg' brethren in Acts (ch. 4. 4), and may there
not be a type in Luke g. 13 (especially when we realize the fulness

* of Christ's work for the twelve tribes of Israel after this dispen-

sation, pictured in the twelve baskets over, and nothing lost—
John 6. 12, 39)? If so, may not the appomtmem *“ by fifties ’
(Luke g. 14) suggest the little gatherings? " Actually the people
sat by hundreds and fifties (’\/Iark ‘6. 40), but' the command men-
tions the smaller number. [ need hardly say I do not state this’
for proof, but only to help us to rejoice if a small number as
eleven are together, or if the Lord grants a room for a hundred.
But the ‘* homelikeness ” of this precious parallel with the
Passover would rather encourage to avoid much larger numbers,

‘and it may be fifty brethren (for males alone were counted} would

bring near the hundred, and sometimes beyond it. A far larger
gathering seems likely to be a hindrance, but there is no ** num-
ber '’ or rule, provided the one cup and the principles of the Lord
Jesus are preserved. How many of us would rejoice to see fifty
brethren not only gathering in several houses, but even in one
house, in various towns to-day, willing for the Lord’s appointed
symbols and His will throughout, for though the symbols cannot
be changed to His glory, their exactness, without love to Him in
How blessed is the promise of revival, and how
carncstly we would depend on the Holy Spirit for all the appoint-
ments,

But we come again now to thc thought of a godly home as
the background. This is important. There is no thought of a
special building. Where we find testimony there may be “the
school of one Tyrannus ’’ (Acts 19. g), and we do not wish to
sav one word as to what is ‘‘ forbidden ”’ bevond what Scripture
says, but we should like to return more and more to the Holy
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Spirit's suggestions with unforced readiness. ‘* Houses '’ are
before us when there is an assembly context. May we not look
to God for this, even though it goes against the present day ten-
dency toward that which is more elaborate?* How much that
is musical and worldly would have been kept out, if believers
had never departed from this gracious provision? The enlivened
effects of blessing in the emphasis of all our homes, and also in
the morc personal care of children of God, will likewise prove
fruitful, and there will be more often the suitable assembly in a
locality without a longer journev than necessary.

Our hearts long for the promised reviving, and this medita-
tion lecads us to pray for alt believers to gather alike.
* Impossible '’ is of no weight against the revealed will of God.
The real difficulty is, as in 1 Corinthians 1. 12, *“ 1.7 If “ 1"
wish to cling to anything for which I have not Scripture, who-
ever *“1'" am, “ 17" raise a harrier, and the only appointed
unity is delayed. But is anything too hard for the Lord? The
suggestion that this is *‘ Ideal ” or '‘ Utopian »’ forgets that
we are not dealing with philosophy, but with our Father’s words,
and that the Holy Spirit is living and indwelling, so that the will
of God should be our prayer and aim. Any other reason will only
bring together those unprepared. Humility is essential. What-
ever ‘‘ others >’ may think, or the study of ‘‘ past history ’* may
urge, ‘‘ God is.”” If I say ‘“ Others are unwilling ’ to cover the
fact that *‘ T am unwilling,”” it'is sin.

* We need not infer that the accompaniment of debt on a large building,
with man’s method of meeting it, and of worldly advertisements, of exemption
from .rates (involving, normallv, a notice board. NOT concerning the Lord
Jesus) are essentialiy linked with the departure from the standpoint the Holy
Spirit brings before us. They have offen entered. But even when they are
jealouslv kept out, we would desire believers to seek grace that ‘‘ gospel
halls,”” however simple, may not be erected, for assembly gatherings, but that
there may be the complete return to the way of the Lord regarding * houses.”’
And where other arrangements exisf, is it not possible to find the Lord’s
solution? He is tender, as we shall find, if there is in us all an honest heart
wishing to please Him.

Lot’s wife looked back: it seemed so small a thing to do:
it brought so great a result. As a moment’s slip physically can
bring lasting distress, so we cannot be too concerned as to the
effect of brief sins, and those which many underestimate. The
godly realization of this, however, is NOT to lead us to des-
pondency because of the past, but to fuller humble dependence as
to the present. God is both gracious and faithful. He loves to
comfort the discouraged.
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“Where vour treasure is, lhere will vour hearl be alsn”

Matthew 6. 21,
A Word of Introduction.

AGA/N are we made conscious how * time” goes onh, aid
“that Blessed [Hope” is, repealedly, a qweel NEARER (the
appointed © Breaking of the Bread ™ each Lord’s Day evening
emphasizes (his) or @ montl NEARER, as lhese pages come
againt into your hands. Are we all lving ir the light of (his?
Are we INDEED «a Separalcd people because we are “in Christ
Jesus "¢ Separation withoul phe heavenly standpoint is vail,
« Sepamtz’oﬂ " ags a lheory wor projession is emply. “ QOur
principles,” however © sound ™ lhey are may become cold and
powerless and lifeless, unless we realize we belong lo Chrisl.
WHERE #5 our lreasure? 1'lat do we REALLY walwe? [ somz-
limes find how much a tiny thing has lemporarily drawn me,
and [ cannol Say why I wanled it. O thal onr beloved Lord
and His will may be ever first end lhal the maguet of His
grace may affect all our daily juse of strengih and time and
money. [JHe seeks our heart our heart is IHis by right; is il
wol His by affection? IT'o emphasize this slandpoint and His
glory is the object of these pages, in the enabling of the Holy

Spirit.
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The Found Son.
HEN we meditated on the Parables of the Lord Jesus,* we
realized anew how full they are of Himself, His work and
its fruitfulness. We rejoiced to see what He has accomplished
* Eight booklets by God's grace. Readers desiring these for prayerful
reference and use, to His glory, who have not yet obtained, are encouraged
to ask for them. As with the smaller publications, we wout 1d rejoice humbly
to record God's faithfulness to encourage faith. Hence the poorest reader,

as well as those privileged to co-operate as to expense, is welcome to write,
There is no commerce, only * fellowship,” as He leads,
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for His own, and what He has made them to be for Himself.
The goal of each parable would be a profitable study. Just as
John’s gospel leaves the once-blind man in the attitude of adora-
tion (‘‘ Lord, 1 believe, and he worshipped Him '’), and brings
Thomas likewise to the exclamation of praise, *“ My Lord and
my God,”” so the believers are seen, in the climax of the parables,
as fruitful wheat, as those within the garner, or as a pearl pos-
sessed by their Lord, or, vet again, as those entering into His
joy. The conclusion is ever precious, and the found son of Luke
15 is with the Father, and there is no hint of severance. But the
varied descriptions of the blessings he received become increas-
ingly delightful. The Father’s first word is ** Bring out.’’ The
robe is readv.—waiting for him. There is no doubt as to fitness
and fitting. We recall the ‘‘ Bring out '’ contrast as to Adam—
“ Sent out,”" ‘* He drove out,”’—albeit even then the type was
provided to preach the gospel (‘‘ coats of skin '), even as the
promise of the Seed was given amid words regarding ** dust
and * death ”* (note Ps. 22. 15). The robe was necessary for
the living one (Luke 15. 24), even as in the marriage feast (Matt.
z2. 11, 12). The sinner cannot stand before God in his own
clothing, nor can he help to provide it. The material, the making,
and the very act of clothing were (and are) all in free grace. 1
have often thought of a blessed spiritual contrast with a frequent
advertisement, ‘¢ Customer’s own material made up.’”> Ah, man
will make according to our order and at our expense. God has
provided everything. Blessed be His Name! The robe is com-
plete, and it removes our shame. Fear and shame are marked
in this connexion both in the first and the last book of Seripture
{Gen. 3. 10, Rev. 3. 18, 16. 15)

Next we find the ring for the finger. Ah, dear child of God,
God desires vou to feel that He loves vou. The ring suggests
intimacy. Even the arrangements of the world as to engagement
and marriage suggest this. There is an absolute contrast with
the thought of severance. How much this means when we realize
that the lost one had just before been in a far countrv. And he
bad fed swine. No ring is fitting for swine (Prov. rr. 22), nor
for a swine herd. The first ring of Scripture is kinglv (Gen. 41.
42). and it was given to one brought out of the prison,—given
as a token of the highest exaltation. When Haman too had the
king’s ring he felt he could accomplish anvthing, but it became
Mordecai’s {Est. 8. 2), and was used to seal the roval documents
of deliverance (Est. 8. 10). How can the returned prodigal have
anv other wish than to do the Father’s will?  Ts there not a
parallel when we act in the Name of the Lord Tesus? T.ook again
at the ring. Where does it start?® and where end? Tt has no
beginning ror end. ‘' T have loved thee with an everlasting
love ”” is God’s message of erace (Jer. 31. 7). Tear is thus
hanished. The ring is not to be nut awav, but to be ever hefore
the eves, on the verv hand, that God’s love mav be our confidence
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and joy, and manifested to others. ’Tis grace unmeasured! And
there are no angles to cut or wound : the ring is a perfect one.
And what else? There is a further ** gift,”’—** Shoes on his
feet.”” The priest and leper were alike claimed altogether—ear,
hand, foot. Deing and walking are alike to please God. The
feet are bound (the word ** shoes "’ is from this r.oo‘t) by a bonyc}
of love: even as the ring unites, as a full contrast with a ‘‘chain
of unwelcome law. Love is on both sides now, for * we love
Him because He first loved u®’> Why ** shoes,” we ask? The
son can be trusted to go out, he will not go away, as of. old. He
is not to enjoy his privileges only within the house; he is to have
a sense of loving responsibility for those outside. The saved one
is to go forth and do the Father’s will. Every believer should be
a ““missionary’’ in this sense. (Are our feet shod with the readi-
ness of the gospel of peace, Eph. 6. 15)? Whom are we sceking
to lead to the Lord (John 1. 41, 43)°?

But what is the climax of all> 'Tis joy in the sacrifice (as
the word ** kill ”” denotes). The once-accomplished work of the
Lord Jesus can cver be freshly realized. And the joy is not only
the son’s, it is the Father’s. The blessedness of the words ‘* Let
us *’ cannot be over-estimated. In Israel’s types of old the priest
partook with God. That which is His delight now becomes our
delight. His joy should be our joy. The food ’’ in the sacri-
fices for God was a picture of Christ. And the priests (and the
worshipper in the peace offering) partook with H:m. And is not
the same aspect blessedly before us in the New Testament (New
Covenant) parallel of 1 Corinthians 10. 167 There is joy in each
part of Luke 15. It is the Shepherd’s own joy, in the first place,
it is the Father’s own joy here. Thus we behold God’s personal
delight in the blessedness of each redeemed one. He does not
save in part, but altogether: He does not only dellver,. but
bestows all His riches of grace, und leads to all never-finished
rejoicing therein as well as the possession. The fact is a happily
realized fact. The Holy Spirit ever brings before us this fulness
of grace, and the gladness that the Lord Jesus has appo.mted fqr
each saved soul. This attitude will ever be an impressive testi-
mony to the world. May it be ours in overflowing measure,
because of infinite grace, and the blessedness of our new experi-
ence ‘‘ in Christ Jesus ’’ to-day.

Grace reigns through righteousness (Rom. 5. _21) : there @s
no unrighteous indulgence in the way of salvation. God. is
perfectly satisfied. Grace without righteousness would be im-
possible because He is holy: righteousness without grace would
only condemn us. But blessed be God, *‘ grace and truth came
by Jesus Christ,”’ and *‘ mercy and truth are met together ’
upon Calvary. Ah, my soul, thou canst well rejoice, thou canst
do nought else in Him!
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Different Spheres of Male and Female.

'THIS is recognized in God's appointments in nature, why not

in grace? Any refusal to acknowiedge in the former would
be sin, why not in the latter? Distinctions in the former do not
ignore the fact of a common life, on the contrary they are the
background for harmonious recognition of this, and God’s own
blessing thereby. Vhy should it not be so in the arrangement
of grace? It is so, if only we have a responsiveness of Jove to
His good and acceptable and perfect will.

The distinction, though in some ways accentuated by the fail
(Gen. 3. 16), antedated it (1 Tim. 2. 13, 14), being part of God’s
original appointment. It was in connexion with unfallen man and
untallen womau that He used the word ** help *’ (Gen. 2. 18, 20),
and this is distinguished from independent authority or initiative,
but it is a term of honour. In accord therewith the appointment
was with a view to Christ and the church (Eph. 5. 32), not simply
with a vicw to subsequent arrangements in a fallen world. There
1s an inherent distinction according to God’s plan, and this is the
glory of both male and female. To deny it would surely shut one’s
eyes to God’s tcaching. 1 Corinthians 11. 7-g again refers to man
before the fall.

Our subject is not primarily ** silence in the churches
(1 Cor. 14. 34), as if there were a mere repressive negative. Far
otherwise, our sisters have wondrous and unique positive privi-
leges in the will of our one Lord. 1 am not to be envious because
I am not an angel, or a scraph, or because | am not one of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb, or because | was not alive in the
days when He walked this earth. The Lord has a fulness of
blessing for each one to fill the sphere where He has placed that
one. He bas His own perfect plan. We may be sure that we
shall find hundreds of privileges beyvond what we have ever
reached.  We shall never lack opportunities if only subject to
His will. The failure at Corinth was that every one said ** 1"
(1 Cor. 1. 12), and thus wanted to be * something ** in-
dependently,

Apart from the stress on woman typically, as a type of His
** church,” full of instruction as to the full blessedness of their
manifold privileges, we have many godly women in the New
Testament dispensation, and find much entrusted to their care,
and delighting the Lord in their activities. Let us emphasize and

enjoy the Holy Spirit’s encouragements, and we shall never find
‘" bondage.’”’ The first genealogy unveils God’s grace to Gentile
women, and His use of them in Old Testament times. Mary, a
woman, was chosen and highly favoured in a way that no man
can ever parallel. Rome's sad perversion does not alter this
uniqueness. It would secem, too, that clear and gracious instruc-
tion as to sphere has been granted in this very connection. In
John 2. 3, 4 she received an answer of deep importanee, and Mary
lovingly learnt the lesson, at once, taking an immediate attitude
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of dependence, including a similar privilege with that entrusted to
the women on the resurrection day, namely, telling others of the
joy of receiving the Lord’s instr.uction appointed for them. The
history of the gospel, opening with John the Baptist, born a little
earlier than the Lord Jesus, gives thereby a delightful view of
Elizabeth’s unquestioning faith, and godliness.

The references to believing women by the Lord Jesus, are
noticeable, and we have no parallel in His dealings as to women,
with the stern words to the Pharisaic doctors,—to the men w}}o
misled the people. The orime of rejecting Him is emphasized in
connexion with men: no woman appears as directing any attack
or outory against Him then. And in the resurrection His first two
appearings were to godly women, and to such He specially granted
a message of unique responsibility, for those whom He called
‘“ My brethren.”

Likewise throughout the Acts and Epistles are we not
reminded of God’s gracious blessings to, and through, believing
women? We remember with joy there was a Priscilla as well
as an Aquila, and Dorcas was ‘* full of good works.”’Nor can we
forget the prayer meeting at the house of Mary the mother of
Jobhn, and the opened heart and house of Lydia. In the epistles
we find such as Phabe, Lois, and Eunice. Verily the Lord has
always had godly women to bring Him glory, and, as we have
observed, some of the strongest commendations of the Lord Jesus
in the Gospels were of women, even as some of the highest
words of true praise used by the Holy Spirit through Paul in
Romans 16. There they occupy a two-fold precedence, before
a man is mentioned, and later in the chapter cur hearts rejoice
in a Mary who bestowed much labour on Paul and others, and
this wording is again employed in versc 12. The privileges of
sisters are never overlooked, and again in all epistles we notice
that the holy words of rebuke are mainly against men. It is
delightful 1o remember how much the earlier believers, even as we
ourselves to-day, have owed, in the personal Christian life, to
holy and devoted women.

(7} the Lord will, to be continued.)

‘“He for our Profit.”
Hebrews 12, to.

OL’R Father is, indeed, loving. He is not a taskmaster. Have

we ever, alas, felt irritated with someone, and then tried to
see what there was with which we could find fault? There is
nothing of this attitude in our Father. How easy it is when once
we have a fixed opinion of another to read all his actions in the
light of our estimate. If we think highly of him, we tend to
explain that which may or may not be wrong from the ** best *’
standpoint. But if *“ against * him, it will be casy to be ¢ sure”’
that he meant something wrong. How many evils are increased
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by this bias of the human heart. How blessed to realize our
Irather has no bias, no imperfect judgment, no prejudice. He is
not looking out to criticize us: He is appointing all for our good.

Sometimes Job seemed to feel that God was treating him
hardly. But therc was a new standpoint when he spoke of God
the thing that was right: that was * the end of the Lord ™ (]Jas.
5- II).

%ome dear children of God seem to misrepresent their
Father. They harshly blaume themselves, with the language of
remorse, and whatever trial comes they are *‘ occupied " with
God’s reproof therein, and scem to describe Him as if He
approved of sleeping on a spiked bed, and as if He were like
those of an unloving and unlovely character, always complaining.
Such will readily own that they deserve chastisement, and may
never say one word against His chastisement, but they depict
Him as if He was '* all-chastisement.” In a happy earthly home,
the father’s work is not only to punish. A loving parent is not
speaking all day of his son’s faults, or continually reminding him
of them by gestures, as if that were the only way of correcting.
God is not onesided, His loves draws us to hate sin. He directs
our eyes to HisiBeloved Son the Lord Jesus Christ, that we may
thus learn to hate sin (2 Cor. 3. 18). There is perfect proportion
in God’s dealings. A true father has not the rod always in his
hand. 1 know there are many believers who do not feel His
chastening enough, but their sin is not to be answered by another,
that this represents our Father's character, unattractive and
harsh. He seeks our confidence, our love, our childlikeness, not
our tormenting fear (1 John 4. 18). His proportioned chasten-
ing is all in love, and joined with myriads of other dealings, in
His grace and wisdom, for our profit, that we may be partakers
of His holiness. How blessed is all of this.

The Unity and Harmony of Assemblies.
‘“ As in ALL churches of the Saints.”
‘“ As | teach everywhere in EVERY Church.”
t Corinthians 4. 17, 14. 33.

SOWING discord among brethren js hateful to God (Prov. 6.
14, 19). But our heart’s desire is more than a mere negative.
We long to experience more and more fully the holy harmony
which the praiseful note, and the types, of Psalm 133 must
impress upon us. The theory that believers can agree to differ,
not in spheres of harmonious service, but in doctrine and stand-
point, is entirely against the gracious instruction of the Holy
Spirit. The suggestion, which has been made, that denominations
are like the varied shops in the same line of business, is an
appailing disregard of God’s will.  The thought that we can
‘“ attach ourselves ”’ to this meeting, or another, and that every
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one is entitled to ** his own opinion,’’ is quite against the testi-
mony of Scripture. We grieve that the Holy Spirit’s instruction
as to Christian women has becn set aside with some lightly
uttered words, as if it was only Paul’s personal view, or as if the
Corinthian epistle was only meant for the Corinthians. There
is a sad lack of humility and reverence to-day. It is remarkable
that this is the only epistle which has such repeated emphasis on
the unity of assemblies. Apart from chapters 4. 17, quoted above
with 14. 33, we have 7. 17, 11. 16, 14. 36, 37, and, illustratively,
16. 1, 2. Different human names for companies of believers, and
different arrangements as to baptism and the Lord’s Supper, with
a varying discipline, are the shame of God’s dear children. When
we enter a town and see towering buildings at different street
corners, and mission halls and other organizations interspersed,
we have painful reminders that the appointed manifest unity of
unworldly believers is not to be seen. There is not only a falling
short—but hardly anyone thinks anything of the entire contrast
with our Lord’s will. Many glory in that which is their shame,
and unite in ** federations > that take for granted the different
movements, and add partial identification, with the added sin
ofttimes of vet further broadening. The thought of all true
believers in a town being united in the simple, yet rejected, will
of the Lord secems forgotten by most, impossible from the stand-
point of the majority, and hardly ever made a matter of humilia-
tion and prayer among any of us, as it might well be.

There is no SCRIPTURAL WARRANT for TWO unasso-
ciated meetings in a town. Nor can an ‘' established ” or
““ national ”’ or ‘‘ denominational church ' be found anywhere in
Secripture.  Shall traditions rule, or the Lord Jesus Christ?
Think one moment, dear child of God, are there two baptisms in
Scripture? One of helievers and one not? One with immersion,
and one without? Were there gatherings at Jerusalem, or
Ephesus, or elsewhere which only included some of the believers?
When Paul sent to ‘‘ the Church of God which is at Corinth,”
was there one assembly therc, or not? Has God ever given any
permission for ‘‘ new »’ principles to set aside His revealed
harmony? Is it not amazing that some of us have become used
to expeccting what we never find in Scripture, and have lost all
concern as to what is found therc? TIf we were Romanists and
believed in traditions and development to alter the principles of
Christ, we might understand this attitude. But we claim that we
believe the Scriptures. If anvone teaches against inspiration we
are rightly alarmed. but are not manv of us acting as if there
were no inspiration? Do we not need a reviving, that we may
break down evervthing that is not of God’s appointment? In
another sense than that of Haggai 1. 4, g there is the emphasis
on man’s ‘‘ houses,”” and the house of God is forgotten. And
the underlying cause is alwavs the same. And the Divine reproof
there is ever applicable. Ts there not a call to go back to the
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place ‘‘ at the first”’ (Gen. 13. 4), and to remember the
“ pattern 7 (Ex. 25. 40)?  Should it not be true that each
assembly is a miniature of the whatle, and that those gathered
in one should be recognized in all? And should not the unity be
more than external, even vital and fresh, with devotedness, that
the words may be illustrated, *‘ By this shall all men know that
ve arc My disciples, if ve have love one to another ”’ (John 13.
33). “* Impossible ”” do you say? Ves, if we look to the flesh,
and to human skill. But is not the Scripture one, and is not the
Holy Spirit of God living, and is not all disunity an evidence of
severance from Scripturc and lack of love’s vieldedness to Him?
The remedy is not reorganization, but a deeper sense of the
purchase of Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit {1 Cor.
6. 19). ‘ With God all things are possible.”’

THE MIXED MULTITUDE AND ISRAEL,
(Num. r11. 4).

* The mixed multitude that was among them fell a lusting ”’
{(Num. 11. 4). How often trouble breaks out among the ‘* mixed
multitude.”” We may have numerical increase thereby, but the
loss is real. A choir or something to get hold of the people may
paralyse all! The ‘' mixed multitude ** will soon turn aside, and
wish for the things of Egvpt. And influence in the wrong direc-
tion is deadly and powerful : it spreads like an epidemic. Hence
we at once read, ‘‘ And the children of Israel also returned and
wept, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat?’ There is a
solemnizing thought in the *‘ and.”” The ‘* mixed multitude *’
awakened the disappointment: where there is anything combust-
ible do not bring a match. Let us not forget how one sinner can
destroy much good {Eccl. g. 18). O that we may not say one
word to turn others aside, nor lead others into company where
they will be thus tempted. When the ten spies drew back, the
majority, yea, all the people sided with them, and when Judas
said, ‘‘ Why was not this ointment sold?  (John 12. 4, 3),
quickly others of ‘ His disciples saw and had indignation saying,
To what purpose is this waste? ’ (Matt. 26. 8). The  mixed
multitude ”” became more influential than those who were grate-
ful and contented. And so it is normally. A grumbler can soon
hinder the joy of a whole gathering. Hence the people added,
“ We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely.”
God wants us to remember Him, not Egypt’s fare. He gave
His people a special day of remembrance of His lovingkindness
(Deut. 16. 3), but they forgot, and remembered that which
gratified their taste instead. Is the message without a meaning
and warning, in love, to us?
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“The descrl shall rejoice and Hlossom as the rose”
Isainh 35. 1.

A Word of Introduction.

I/ E have no doubt as to the literal and complete fulfilment

of Scripture. God's promises are not bare words, and His
prophecies are not vague generalities. ‘‘Hath He said, and
shall He not do it?" Simple faith is a precious possession.
Human reasoning is miserable when it dares to criticize or to
cast distrust upon GoD'S declarations. But though we expect
the fulfibment of Isaiah in the earth, we are not unmindful of
its application to our experiences to-day. The sinner is in-
deed a desert, and there becomes a blossoming abundanily, In
like manner the subsequent verses are now tllustrated spiritually
whenever the sinfully lame man leaps as an hart, nor, thank God,
do we doubt His power to grant anticipations of “the powers of
the age to come" in this body of humiliation. It is so important
that no future fulfilment should shut our eves io the fact that
God 18, and the spiritual blessings are quite as much miracles as
those which are physical. How thankful and prafseful we should
be. Should there be DESERT qnd WINTER {n our testimony?
Surely not!

CONTENTS, Page
‘“And I of Christ ™ 153
Remarkable Twofold Emphasis .. 154
Different Spheres of Male and Female (continued) igg)

Unfeeling

““ And I of Christ.”

1 Corinthians 1. 12.

T HE Holy Spirit’s emphasis of the same expression twice has
been before me, e.g. ch. 6. 20 with 7. 23. In these
passages He indicates first the inference of love and positive
activity and devotion unto the Lord, and then, in the second,
the inference as to men, the negative aspect of denial and

separation. This order is remarkable and impressive.
I was helped in finding the very words of ch. 1. 12 in 1I. 1,
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but with an entirely different context. Tn the first chapter “q
am of Christ ” is with a stress on ** 1,”" a boasting, a severunce
from others who bear the same Name. Thus the Holy Spirit
shows us the tendency of the heart to use right expressions in
the wrong way. One can appear to be emphasizing the Lord,
when all the time self is the actual centre. One of the best known
examples is in Numbers 16. 3, ** All the congregation is holy,
every one of them, and thc Lord is among them.” Reautiful
words, true from one standpoint, but quite misapplied. Such
self-exalting is among the gravest dangers. And do we not
need to prav lest we so deceive oursclves, and think we are
spiritual when we are really seeking our own will and way? Let
us ever apply God’s searching messages to ourseives before we
realize their wider force.

“1 am of Christ.”” “T17” is the first word, and it is
emphatic. Strangely we speil this pronoun with a capital letter.
Why? And why do we call it ©* the first person 2 ' Every one
of you saith, I 77 was the trouble at Corinth. And this has been
the case since. Is it not striking that the Holy Spirit led Paul to
take up the same expression, and use a plural>—** Ye are of
Christ ' (ch. 3. 23, cf. Gal. 3. 29), and ‘‘ They that are
Christ’s > (ch. 135. 23). It is well ever to remember our
brethren. We cannot omit brotherly love without serious
spiritual loss.

There is, as alreadv mentioned, a beautiful and dependent
‘T am of Christ >’ in ch. 11. 1. The apostle desired to show the
will of the Lord, and to be conformed to Him in everything.
To him to live was Christ. There was nothing ‘ original ” in
Paul. His supreme desire was to be an imitator of his Lord, a
reflexion of Him, a reminder of Him, one who would bring
Christ before others, so that all would think rather of the Lord
than of the servant. O that this may be our attitude in the
gracious power of the Holy Spirit. ’

Remarkable Twofold Emphasis.

EVERY.word of God is pure gold. And the context gives an

~ appointed setting. How much we lose because we do not
wait in His presence and expect more from Him. TIf the Lord
Jesus repeated parables, as, for example, those of the Mustard
seed and Leaven (Luke 13. 18-23 seems plainly a different con-
text) there was an emphasis, and He gave a fuller evidence of
the close link between those two parables.  This helps in the
interpretation. We do not know if the suggestion holds good
that the threefold quotation of Habakkuk 2. 4 gives three differ-
ent examples of primary stress, viz., on ‘ the just,”” ** shall
live,”’ and ** by faith,”’ but we do know every word will bear a
much fuller emphasis than we have hitherto realized, and it is
sometimes well to read a verse several times, stressing a different
word on each occasion, )
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Sume examples of repetition are remarkably placed in diffevent
contexts: ** A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump ' is asso-
ciated in Galatians 5. g with evil doctrine, and in 1 Corinthians
5. 6 with evil practice. Surely this is not strange. Does not
doctrine mould practice? and practice affect doctrine? Do not
the deeds of the Nicolaitanes introduce the doctrine of the Nico-
laitanes? Does not this mean much to us? Does not the Holy
Spirit show us thereby the importance oi “'the acknowledging of
the truth which is according to godliness >’ (Tit. 1. 1)+ There
are many who belittle doctrinal error.  Here is God’s solemn
warning. All evil is a leaven,—working stealthily in the dark,
spreading, and gradually changing all to a likeness with itself.
Do not let false teaching be excused, it is sin, and leads to
practical sin. How instructive too is the Holy Spirit’s repeated
use of the words ** He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.”
In 1 Corinthians 1. 31 He brings them bei-re us concermng the glory
of the Lord Jesus in choosing and calling us Himself: in 2 Cor-
inthians 10. 17 the same words emphasize the removal of all pride
when He sends His own forth. Thus in (a) salvation, and in
(b) service, He alone is worthy of praise. Even so, 1 Corin-
thians 15. 10 begins with ** by the grace of God I am what I
am,” and ends with ** I laboured . . . yet not I but the grace of
God which was with me.”” Is not this important? If we empha-
size sovereign grace to guilty sinners and yet become proud of
our Christian activities, we are quite out of harmony with our
Lord. Do not let us only boast of sovereign grace as to some
things, but as to everything good.

The words ** Ye are bought with a price ' are repeated. And
why? Is there not deep instruction here again? In 1 Corinthians
6. 19, 20 the theme is ‘‘ the temple of the Holy Spirit,”’ and our
positive glorifving of God. In 1 Corinthians 7. 23 the trivial

.round and common task of daily business are before us, and the

negative inability to allow a man to usurp the place of God: ““ Be
not ye the servants of men.”” Thus the Divine words look in both
directions, that we may grow up into Christ in all.

Another link with the epistle to the Galatians (5. 5) is in
1 Corinthians 7. 19, showing how faith, which worketh by love,
ever keeps the commandments of God (John 14. 15). Faith is
never idle, and love is never lawless. And a yet further passage
(Gal. 6. 15) reminds us that this standpoint is not natural, hut
in the new creation. Thus faith is not of the flesh, nor can it
exist as a dead thing. This explanation of the new creation as
“ faith which worketh by love "’ may well remind us of the golden
grain in the epistle of James (a living faith, 2. 26), in perfect
harmony with Romans 4, and with the citing of Abraham and
Rahab in Hebrews 11. 17, 31. Paul never suggested faith without
works after it, and James never implied faith with works before
it (Jas. 2. 22). * Dead works *’ alone {Heb. 6. 1) precede and
living works succeed. But living works are not the cause of the
life that causes them.
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We often associate the epistles to the Romans and Galatians,
and the Aramaic and Greek words *‘ Abba Father *’ uniting Jew
and Gentile in Christ, occur in both (Rom. 8. 15, Gal. 4. 6).
Observe the emphasis on the Holy Spirit and sonship (as
** adoption ”’ should be rendered) in both, and on the ‘' erying ™’
which intimates a fulness of intensity. But there is also a precious
distinction with its message. In Romans *‘ we cry,” in Galatians
4 the Spirit cries. Thus the two expressious together illustrate
the words *‘with one spirit”’ (Rom. 8. 16), and His very gracious
** helping > (Rom. 8. 26), when there is “‘ praying in the Holy
Spirit ”” (Jude 20). O that you and I may know more of what
this means. It is possible, and surely it is God’s wili. O that
this comparison of two passages may lead to our fuller prayer-life.

Tlhe message of Hebrews 12. 29 is brief, but impressive,
* Our God is a Consuming Fire.” To which passage in Lreuter-
onomy docs the Holy Spirit allude, to 4. 24 or g. 37 Possibly we
should reply, ** To both." The former is a holy warning to israel
against adolatry, and the latter shows the going before of the
Mighty God to make a way for Israel against their foes. And
is there not the same twofoldness in Hebrews as to the millennial
kingdom, and those who are labouring as they press forward to
enter into that rest?> Will not the Lord appoint the clearing of
the heavenlies (Rev. 12. 7. 8}, but is it not vitally important for
us to realize His fire as to all of us who profess His Name, lest
we ever make light of sin? while in Deuteronomy, it is helpful to
see that the Holy Spirit connected the scventh day there with
deliverance from Egypt (5. 15). Whereas in Exodus 20. 11 it
15 reminiscent of creation.  This has often been pointed out.
lsrael were to remember the creative power of God and Ris
redemptive work alike. And have we not a similar need?
Strikingly, too, the first day of the week now is founded on re-
demption accomplished, and associated with the new creation.

Doubtless there are many further passages which willi come
across the reader’'s path, illustrating these twofold messages of
our God regarding certain words. For example, the testimony
from heaven, ' My Beloved Son ’’ in Matthew 3. 17, follows the
type of resurrection after accomplished atonement, and in 17. §
is found with the type of the coming kingdom (cf. 16. 28). The
" resurrection reminds of the Lord’s Day, and the kingdom of *‘ the
Day of the Lord.”” One was first on the third literal day, and
the other will cccupy the third thousand years, the symbolic third
day of Hosea 6. 2, and both have as their foundation the death
of the Lord Jesus. The prayerful student will he on the look out
for such helpful meditations remembering that all Scripture is
nourishing food, and is our practical daily walk. Quickening to
perceive helpful thoughts, and ahility to explain to others are in
vain unless we seek living communion with God, and the prac-
tical carrving out of His will to His glory.
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Different Spheres of Male and Female.
(Continued)

Our hearts then would realize once more that ** silence in the
churches ' is not to be the central subject. The enemy’s subtle
attack in the garden of Eden wasby making the prohibition (of that
which seemed desirable) the occupation of the mind, and he aims
to-day at producing the same tendency. _;\_1ay l:w;hcvmg_ women be
the opposite of Live ! The wondrous positive gifts of God in lz‘den
were ignored, and there was a wish for the one thing that God,
without explaining all, had wisely forbidden. Let us not l?e.l‘ed
astray, but remember the blessedness and the wea}l‘h of possibility
in a life rendered and surrendered to the Lord. ‘The Holy Spirit
ever opens a fuller view of the true service to which our Lord
ever invites. When He Himself came into the world, did He not
delight in a path that seemed a background one, as o land, a.md
city, and occupation, till thirty years had passed? Was the hmita-
tion to Palestine a repression? Was the absence of preaching
year after year an absence of fragrance in His perfect life before
ihe Father? O that we may hate every thought of self-choosing,
and we shall know the privilege of ** being,’” and of being used,
as God wills. ) )

Why do we find so few Timothies? Isit, from the standpoint
of our responsibility, because we have not cqcouraged _angl
honoured the loving and time-filling attitude of Lois and Eunice?
Why are brethren often shrinking from service? Is it because
we have not let our sisters know how much we esteem their help
and their strengthening? In some spheres of earthly business
there has been the appointment of women, with resultant un-
employment, and much neglect of domestic_economy a.l'ld home
life,—shall not we avoid a parallel in spiritual things? Have
not dear children of God often been carried away by the tendency
of the times, and urged a similarity in the assemblies of the saints?
But is not that a mistake? The Lord’s principles do not change:
we still rejoice to be as first century ‘¢ disciples,” if we are
walking in the Holy Spirit.

1 Timothy 5 has much to teach us from the Lord. It
cmphasizes the outstanding beauly of ' a widow indeed,”’ as
Anna, in verse 5. But is there not also a beauty in the record
of service in verse 10? Here we read of privileges which are
very dear to the Lord, clse why are they so fully mentioned?
Why are other things not mentioned? These * good works ”
(cf. ch. 2. 10) are well-pleasing indeed. For what did our be-
loved Lord commend women in the gospels? Ve think of the
faith of the Gentile Syrophenician as of the Centurion, but the
special actionis before us, apart from this, were personal devotion
to Himself whether in Luke 7 or John 12. It is in these things
there is the excelling of our sisters.  Mary is not remembered
in the gospel for what she preached but for what she did (Matt.
26. 13). When the twelve were with the Lord we know for what
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they were chosen (Mark 3. 14): is there not a precious force in
the immediate reference to devoted women in another sphere
(Luke 8. 1-3, cf. Matt, 27. 55)? The sad underestimating of
this service has been a sinful, and (I might almost say) cruel
hindrance among children of God. The Corinthians were all
ready to speak in chapter 14, but were they as ready for the
little things of chapter 13, and specially for those in verses 4-6,
and are we? ‘' Thy Father Which seeth in secret '’ will not
reward according to publicity. We have undervalued that which
brings untold blessing!

There are some who still quite misunderstand the message
of Galatians 3. 28 that in Christ Jesus there is neither male, nor
female. They forget it is speaking of salvation, and rather think
of service. The Holy Spirit always distinguishes. The one
body has a common life,but all members have distinct functions.
In seirvice there is a real and great difference between var.cus
brethren. ‘* Are all apostles?’’ If 1 Corinthians vi. -16 713.
34-38, 1 Timothy 2. 7-15, are only the words of Paul, inspiration
is gone. But if he speaks as ‘‘ a teacher of the Gentiles in faith
ana verity ** (1 Tim. 2. 7), and we have God’s inspired message,
there is an abiding difference between male and femalas in tre
working out of the Lord’s will, quite as definite as in nature. We
must either accept this, or ignore Scripture: we must either
delight in this, or rejuct Scripture. Is the home altcred because
hushand and wife are one ‘‘ in Christ,”” or is the husband still
the head of the wife (Eph. 5. 23)? As in the home, so in ire
assembly, everything is fitly appointed. There is harmony, not
entire similarity. Each one as he is called can in this also anide
with God. Why is this emphasized not only in one passage,
but in the various passages mentioned? Is it nct because tie
Holy Spirit foresaw there would be a misconception, and did He
not 1mply that some, even vlaiming gifts, would set themselves
against ‘' the commandments of the Lord " iu th's very matter
(1 Cor. 14. 37)? Now, what shall our attitude be? If I stiffen
my back, I shall be in collision with God, even though T talk
spiritually, as those in Numbers 16. 3, who said ‘*All the congre-
gation are holy, every one of them, and the i.ord i among
them : wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation
of the Lord?” Is not this the feeling of to-day? Is not
the ground dangerous? If 1 wish to obey because I ** must,”
I shall introduce a bondage, and others wiil soon feel it too. Our
sisters can be the means of richest blessing in a meeting if they
only.grasp firmly the privileges God gives them. Joy in
obedience is the only way to avoid a sense of restraint. The Holy
Spirit’s ** freedom >’ on the line of His revelation in Scripture
is blessed. ’

What then does 1 Corinthians 14 appoint? Does it refer
to silence from * chattering,” as some have suggested? Surely
s.uch' an idea is quite out of place in this solemn éontext, and in
the light of the other uses of the word * keep silence ”* in verses
28 and 30. There we find:— .
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(a) no idea of talkativeness, ]
(b) silence as to ministry with the voice, in the assembly.
These two cases deal with silence on certain occasions, but
does not verse 34 refer to all occasions in the churches? Several
questions may be asked earnestly and rightly—
(a) Does this include leading in prayer?
(b) Does this affect ‘‘ Amen ’ at the end of another’s
prayer, and joining in singing?
(c}) Does it concern conversation before, or after, a
meeting P
It is a joy to provide serious questions, not with the thought
of argument, but love to the Lord and His will. We would ever

‘welcome, too, the meditations of others who accept the words

wholeheartedly. Concerning (a), is not the subject of the chapter
that which ministers to the edification of the saints in the
assembly? And not only is ** a psalm ** included in verse 26, but
praver in verses 15-19. Hence, would it not seem that leading in
prayer there, is not God’s will for our sisters? Ts this a regret?
True, 1 should not have appointed thus, from my natural stand-
point, and you would not have chosen this, but are we not both
willing for His Will? The difficulty comes in if either of us
resent the Holy Spirit's words. May ] add that brethren need
much grace to be praverful, else they cause hindrance, and may
be largely responsible for the misunderstanding of this command
by others. Tt is deeply important to be a true help in a gathering.
If T omit to do what T should, I may produce a wish to fill a gap
in others.

As to (b), the references to prayer, speaking, and asking
question are to (i) individual action, and (ii) taking an
initiative, or, as we mav sayv, leading. Can we therefore extend
the aspect, without Divine warrant? There is no suggestion
that ' the law "’ limited the ‘* Amen’’(Neh. 8. 2, 6 with Ps.
106. 48). And would not this include singing the praise of God
unitedly? That does not seem to be the individual activity
which is the subject of the context. And is a word out of place
as to the need for a more hearty ‘ Amen ” to-dayv?

“(C)” is not unimportant, for conversation can often
hinder worship: we do not alwavs realise, nor always show we
realize the majestv of God. Talking up till the last moment, and
any lightness in speaking together after, must usually affect
deep blessing. Suffer the word of exhortation: I wish to apply it
to myself. Yes, these thoughts are for males as much as Christian
women. As to the special question before us:—is not the
assembly the church?—the building is not. Hence when the
‘“ assembly ”’ is over, godly conversation of little groups, though
in the same room is not forbidden. How could it be when
the ** church *’ was ‘‘ according to a house '’? There was ne
special building.

(/7 the Lord will, to be continued.)
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UNFEELING.

OW easy it is to be hard and almost feelingless. How
different was our beloved Lord when He had compass‘on
on the multitude and on the bereaved widow, and wept at the
tomb of Lazarus, and over Jerusalem. How different too was
Paul when he wrote to the Corinthians with many tears, and told,
weeping, of the enemies of the Cross of Christ. O that we may
feel more. ‘* Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with
them that weep’’ (Rom. 12. 15).

Let us remember that words of sympathy are not necessarily

sympathetic. They may be said instead of felt. It is so easy to
satisfv ourselves if we express sorrow. O that our words may
never be a substitute for that of which they should be the precious
fruit.
. Unguarded words may cut and wound. Not without a deep
reason and meaning has the Holy Spirit said, ‘ There is that
speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the
wise is health »* (Prov. 12. 18). O how often, unthinkingly, we
mav have been willing to wound those whom we really love.
A bitter word may leave a wound that takes hours to heal, and
we may not have meant it. But pride may be unwilling to con-
fess, or we may persuade ourselves it will do no good. How we
NEED the praver of Psalm 1471. 3.

It is true our feelings are limited, and God graciously hides
manv sorrows from us. He desires that we should ‘‘ rejoice in
the Lord alway.’”” Even when one had grievously sinned, the Holv
Spirit indicated, through the apostle, a concern that he should
not ‘‘ be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow ” (2 Cor. 2. 7).
1Was not that gracious, and a definite encouragement still to
those who know thev have sinned against Him?

Let us seek grace to avoid onesidedness. A kind father can
he a harsh master. A rigid and relentless man in any sphere of
business, where he has authoritv, mav have a delight in philan-
thropv.  How believers need to he a contrast with all these
anomalies of character, which so often lead to self-deceit.

And, further, let us have a deep feeling for God's feelings,
ard His elorv. O that we mav realize what it means when we
grieve the Holv Spirit of God (Eph. 4. z0). Tt is a great privi-
lege to please God, as Enoch did. He is not far off, and indiffer-
ent: He takes a lovirg, personal, daily interest in the details of
¢ach one redeemed by the precious hlood of Christ.

sy

The Coming of the Lord has no ** ifs,”’ and our expectation

should have no hesitation.
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“Thy Father, Which seeth in secref, shall reward thee.”
Matthew 6. 4, 6.

A Word of Introduction.

Y the grace of God we are enabled fo praise, even amid trials.
Circumstances do not alter praise— God 1S. Tlese pages
are meant to be a testimony for Him, and to emphasize hunbly
His love and His will. The desire of His cliildren is (o do all in
His sight, that FHe may be more real to them than the things
of earth. God's interest in His own, and His beholding of each
one in all the small details of the daily walk, must ever encourage
our hearts. The privilege of pleasing Hiwi, even if the work be
trivial, and unseen by men, or despised, and even misunderstood,
is that which is set before us. This magazine fails unless it
glorifies God, and unless it makes His approval the great concern ;
unless onr Lord's “Well done ™ at the Judgment Seat of Christ
becomes dearer to us. Pride and worldly organization and human
esteem are a dishonour : our Lord's will alone is blessed.
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The Philippian Jailer and His House.

HE keeper in the prison in Acts 16 affords as remarkable

a casc of sudden conversion as the dying thief. To those
who believe that salvation is a miracle this is not strange.
The divine record as to blessing immediately in the home is full
of instruction, and has doubtiess led many parents to expectant
and prevailing praver.

We votice the promise in verse 31, * Believe on the Lord
Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.’”” Here is the
opening statement, without any sccking or mention on his
part apparently.

Next we read, ** They spoke unto him the Word of the
Lord, and to all that were in his house.”” This “all” is
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emphatic, and those who would read ™ infant haptism 7 into
such a passage would seem to the writer to be sore pressed here.
‘There is evidently the suggestion that the ministry was definitely
addressed to as’ many as we afterwards find baptized.  The
third statement is, ** He was baptised, and all his, straightway.”
To separate this rom what has gone before would scem unfair,
the more so because the consistent testimony of Scripture is,
as in Acts 18, %, *“ many of the Corinthians hearing believed,
and were baptized.””  There is no case of proxy faith, He who
confuses circumcision and baptism surely overlooks that in an
carthly nation natural ** infants '* would be parallel with spiritual
infants in a spiritual nation.

The fourth and last declaration of the lloly Spirit is ** He
rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.’” The four last
words represent ene in the Greek, and as it comes in between,
it mav link both with ** rejoiced *” and ** having believed.”” Let
us, therefore, recognise the translation which mav be chosen by
a believer who feels this approves ‘' houschold baptism ”* of
infants also: *‘ Rejoiced with all his house, having believed in
God.”” \We heartily agree as to the emphasis on a parent'’s
responsibility, and expectation that all “* his  will be saved,
yea, and saved in early life. The claiming of faith is beautiful.
But the interpretation which would apply *‘ baptism '’ to infants,
because of this passage, not only sets aside the stress on per-
sonal faith in the Divine appointment elsewhere, not only over-
looks the spiritual accompaniments (e.g., in Rom. G), not only
fails to deal with the entire silence of Scripture as to even one
case of infant immersion, but also seems to forget the force of
each of the four expressions here. There would he a misuse of
the words as to *‘ speaking " if they were applied to those who
could not understand (Neh. R 2, 3). And must we not feel
that the ‘' joy ”* here is the intelligent rejoicing of faith?—else
the passage is robbed of its meaning.

If it be said, “ Why is the verbal form ‘ having believed ’
singular? '—we would remind that the other verbal forms ‘ he
saved,”” ‘‘ was baptised,” ‘ rejoiced,”’ are exactly the same,
Yet the accompanying words show that the others shared, or
they are meaningless. Let us show the privilege of a father and
his influence, and the way in which the obedient action of one
is to lead to that of others, in the power of the Holy Spirit.

““ 8it Thou at My right hand urtil 1 make Thine enemies
Thy footstool *’ (Ps. 110. 1). \What a striking contrast is found,
as to the beginning of the present dispensation in Luke 24. 49,
““ Tarry (sit) ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued
with power from on high.”” God is gracicusly manifesting mercy
to-day. The enemies are not now being laid low. ‘' Be patient "’
is His loving will.
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The Scripture and the Word of God.

OME time ago (February and March, 1939) we sought to

learn the decp importance of the ministry of the written truth
to our hearts in the living power of the Holy Spirit, through
prayerful pondering of God’s own usc of the expression ‘* The
Word of God.”” A few sentences from the brother whose con-
versation had helped me earlier to this meditation are now beflore
me; may 1 pass them on?i—

** The Scriptures can be read, the Word can be heard.

The Scriptures can he searched, the \Word of God searches.

When one reads the Scriptures, the Word of God may be
heard, or may not (according to our condition of heart).

When one searches the Scriptures, it is with a view to (is-
covering what the Word of God is (i.e., a living power in its
application).

The psalmist read the Scriptures, but he hid the Word of
God in his heart,

The Bereans received the Word, but they searched the
Scriptures.

Copies of the Scriptures could be burnt, but it would be
impossible to burn the Word of God.

The Scriptures could be snatched out of your hand by men,
hut the Word can only be snatched out of the heart by Satan.

The Lord Jesus mways calied what was written by a suitable
name, such as Scripture, Law, Prophets, Psalms, or He spoke
of the writer, such as David, Isaiah, but never called what was
written the Word of God. (It is written in the Soriptures
because it is the Word of God.)

Apoilos was mighty in the Scriptures, but defective in the
Word of God (until Priscilla and Aquila had helped him}).

The ¢ Scripture ' always refers to something written, but
the “ Word * is sometimes the Name of a Person (the Lord
Jesus Christ).

*The Word of God increased —the Scriptures remained
the same during this period.

The Word of God was preached.
(Gal. 3. &),

" Every Scripture is inspired of God,® just as © every Word
of God is pure.’ ’

The Scriptures and the Word are not synonymous terms
by any means. They are very near to one another.

The question is asked * Can we say ** Thy Word >’ if we
have the whole Bible in view? * and the answer given is * It is
Inadvisable because never so used in Scripture.’

* But if the Bible is a revelation from God, what difficulty
can there be in calling it God's Word "2 None at all, in that
respect, but surely the Author of the Book, and the inspirod
writers knew Dest how to deseribe i

The Sceriptures preach
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Our heart's longing is that these extracts may lead us all
more and more to hear the Word of God with the tone and
deep application of the Holy Spirit, in a heart opened even as
Lydia’s (Heb, 3,7, 100 1)),

An Act of Sin and a Conadition.

FHE  Holy Spirit  always cmphasises  the purity of an

assembly of God.  Sin is never excused, hut there is won-
drous wisdom (Divine wisdom) in dealing with everything.
We look at the solemnizing words of 1 Corinthians 5. 11, and
sce they deal with a character and condition of sin. There
should always be the holy desire to prevent this state: Galatians
6. 1 illustrates such spiritual concern.  The same aspect is
before us in Hebrews 12, 13.  Healing, not exclusion, is God’s
emphasis. The first and second admonition of Titus 3. 10 are
parallel with the action in Matthew 1R. 15-17. Observe the
added words ** Knowing that he that is such is subverted,
and sinneth, being condemned of himself.”” The present tenses
are suggestive: they speak of a condition.

1 John 2. 1 helps us, ** If anyone have sioned, we have an
advorate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous.”  Here it
is not ‘I anyone sinueth 7 : an act of sin is before us. When
there is coatinuance, we have no proof of salvation at all (1 John
3. 8). It is true, indeed, that every act tends to repetition, and
goes forward toward a cendition. Hence a holy watchfulness
over one another, ** lesi any be hardened through the deceitful-
ness of sin 7 (Heb, 3.0 13). But it is ruinous to confuse the
two, and to regard an action as a state. It is this which is
entwined with imputing motives, avd it will perpetuate divi-
sion, and harden instead of soften character. Onve sin excluded
from the Garden of Eden, and one sin would involve unchanging
separation from God. One sin would malke the precious blood
of Christ nceessary, and it is indeed true that he who commits
one sin is * a sinoer.” Who could excuse one untruth, even
when in fear? But a hurricd branding of the one who thus
sinned as ‘“a liar >’ (a characteristic word) may stimulate
further sins of other varictics.

How wondrously God has shown us *‘ grace” in dealing
with an Abraham after his sin in Egyvpt and in Gerar, with
Rahab after her utterly wrong staiement, and with the lost son on
his return. In bringing a soul 1o sec sin, to view sin rightly and to
confess it, and in accepling the acknowledgment of sin without
self-righteously hindering the awakened soul—these things nced
one who is spiritual (Gal. 6, 1), and thus tactful. Tt is here
that we often fail.  We often increase sin in our dealing with
sin.

An aet of sin may be momentary, it 15 o fall.  The results
may be far reaching, \ sudden yiclding to temptation, even

student-thoughts.com

THE STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE. 165

within, should humble us, as Romans 7 shows. But there is for-
giveness with God that [{e may be feared (Ps. 130. 4), and
confessed sin is not to be viewed as sin unconfessed. An
unforgiving spirit is as grievous as the sin of the one who
needs forgiveness, if not more so (Matt. 18. 35; Mark 11. 25,
2 Cor. 2. 10, 11). Self-rightcousness, although linked with
much obedience in outward act, is a state that may be a more
gricvous condition of sin, in the sight of God. How blessed
i is to remember our need of Hebrews 4. 13, 16, and God’s
appointment in IHebrews 5. 2 when dealing with sin, as well as
the holy hatred of sin. '‘ God, I thank Thee, T am not as
other men " reveals a danger even for a believer in looking
upon, and speaking about, the sins of others. Humility, and a
sense of our own unworthiness (‘* Considering thyself,”
Gal. 6. 1) must ever be felt, as well as held theorctically. Let
us remember that the zeal of a Jehu (2 Kings 10. 18) was not
that of a Phinehas, but may be linked with a personal ** depart-
ing not* from sin (2 Kings 10. 29). * Acts ' of impulsive
 ohedience '’ linked with a state of dormant scli-content can
never glorifv Him Who dwells with those of a humble and
contrite spirit (Isa. 57. 13). The Holy Spirit always leads to
humility, and never to pride.

Different Spheres of Male and Female.
(Concluded.)

If then the Holy Spirit has decided this distinction of male and
female, as to an assembly gathering, whenever the local church
comces together as such, what other spheres arc found in which
sisters may speak when the Lord appoints, as well as be silent?
To add to His words is as serious as to take from them. Our
desire is the true freedom, namely, glad harmony with our Lord’s
will throughout.

It may be said, and rightly so, that 1 Corinthians 11. 1-16
presupposés sisters speaking. Plainly this is not a matter of
the '* Amen,” precious though that is, but of personal activity
in the Lord. If any reader suggests a contradiction with ch. 14,
it can only be through carclessness. There is no mention of
an assembly in the carlier passage. In ch. 13 the sphere is
specifically indicated, thus the difference between men and
women is one of action. In ch. 11 the very same actions are
appointed for both, but the difference there is one of clothing.
Let not anv of us suggest that this is a small matter. The will
of the Lord is never small. Have we any indication of the
*“ sphere ’' in this passage? There arc two expressions which
may help:—(a) *‘ unto God 7 (verse 13), {b) ** no such custom ”’
(verse 16}, These seem to indicate when there is the approved
doing of that which is before us. Hence it need not have
anvthing * do with a ** meeting ' : the principle evidently applies

4
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even when any are alone. As a brother would not pray alone
and in private with covered head, a sister should not with head
uncovered. It is God's will there should be a distinction, Plainty
He does not wish to restrain private prayer (note 1 Tim. 5. 3),
but the “ custom ’’ should be observed,—unless we feel ourselves
able to change the Divine ‘' Ordinances,”” or ‘¢ traditions '’
(verse 2). None of us would presume thus to do. It is our
glory to be obedient. But may not the words include actions
hefore others? 1 think they do, for the essence of ** prophecy
was to reach others, with edification, exhortation, and comfort,
and there is no expressed reason to limit the prayer to one's
closet. Indeed, the Holy Spirit’s appointment of silence in the
churches is linked with the thought that the home is not a
place for silence (1 Cor. 14. 35). In the home, the manner of
doing all is important, but the fact of freedom in speaking therc
is presupposed. It is noticeable that we have records of believing
men prophesying, praying in meetings, or in publicity in the
present dispensation, but have we of helieving women? Hence we
would be careful not o overlook the Divine principles of ‘* help-
ing,”” not leading, but the multiplying of rules and the creation
of bondage, as to that which is in the home and homely, would
be out of keeping and sinful. The Holy Spirit approves of
Priscilla as well as Aquila expounding to Apollos the way of God
more perfectly. But they ** took ' him first: there was the home
aspect. 1f T came to a meal with you, 1 should expect your
believing wife to speak at the table, and in like maoner 1 should
rejoice in her praying after, even though several were present. It
would be vour home,and though a home has a parallel with an
assembly, it remains your own house (1 Tim. 3. 5). If any
reader thinks I am wrong, 1 would prayerfully ponder any sug-
gestions, for we only want God's will, do we not? '

\What if the thought rises up, ** Shall 1 pray or not?" If
one has any personal doubt,—do not act—but do not make
doubts, nor condemn those who treat a home as such, provided
there is a godly recognition of the husband's ‘¢ headship,”’
typifying that of Christ, there also, and the godly denial of all
forwardness. We brethren have just as much need to beware
of this. And if any say ** What about the covering?’ The Holy
Spirit  definitely implies this, even as He indicates that no
believing woman should adopt the fashion of cutting hair as a
man. But the hair is not the covering, which significs an act of
obedience not only the constant possession of that which even a
self-respecting unsaved woman should retain.

““'\\“’hen does the home circle become a meeting?”’ you may
ask, And what about prayer meetings?”’ One would desire to
write consciously of personal need for God’s instruction always,
and simply as one who has received merey to be faithful.  Hf {he
decision were (o he my natyral one, (or _'\'ours), b should incline
to remove ** restrictions.”  But we want to be willing for the
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will of the kord, and there is, in one sense, no ** restriction
to an obedient believer. The Lord always gives the true ** open
door,”” and *“ our " alicrations are the real restrictions. No onc
will lose by doing His will.

1 Timothy 2. 8 does not name a *‘ church ” gathering, but
says ‘“in every place.” Does not this seem to suggest a limit-
tation to sisters? We camnot say the word ' men’ here is
the one used for mankind, it is the other word, and indicates
“ males ** exclusively.  As we have seen, this passage intimates
some Divine distinction between men and women, and specially
as to prayver. Is it simply as to clothing? That is the subject
in 1 Corinthians 11, and clothing is mentioned here, but if that
were the only distinction would not the expression be somewhat
different? Tt is not *“ [ will that males pray in every place .
in like manner also women,—adorning themselves,”* hut the
words “ adorn themschves in modest apparel ”’ do net qualify the
word ““ pray,”’ but take its place and become a substitute for it.
Hence it would seem that this godly clothing is not only an
accompaniment, but the special distinguished appointment of the
Holy Spirit here, something ihat ix as dear to God as the prayers
of the males. Thus the neat dress of a sister is not a restriction
but a privilege: it is not a mere denial bul a positive adornment
and joy in the sight of God. Some do not like to be baptised at
once, hut afterwards they find a delight in the act. Mayv the
same happiness be granted to dear sisters in a definite break
with the fashions of the world.

What then does ‘‘in every place ”” imply? Does it mean
sisters can only prav in some places? That would harmonize
with 1 Corinthians 11 and 3. Any gathering of an assembly as
such would be unsuitable. 1t is possible we should also read with
1 Corinthians 1. 2, and recollect that where lsrael were too few
in numher for a svnagogue there was a place of praver, and it
may be that r Timothy guides as to meeting before an assembly
was Divinely planted {to which clearly ch. 3 refers). When
shall we then sav? We only want God's will. The stress on
leading in praver here is plainly on brethren, even as on teaching,
Could we limit 1 Timothy 2. 12, and sav * a sister may teach a
Bible class of brethren, but not speak in an assembly#”? Would
it not appear therefore 10 be in accord with the principles our
loving Heavenly Father has set hefore us to expect that
brethren would thus serve the Lord in prayer and teaching alike,
‘“in every place,” and sisters in the home, or in other forms of
conversation (e.g. sick visiting), or in opportunities among
themselves (Tit. z. 4)? They will not find this path too con-
tracted. IDdoor after door of privilege wiil open when there

“I.e.. not parallel grammar with ** lifting up holy hands, without wrath and
doubting.” This would have been easy, and flowing, but the Holy Spirit
has NOT written thus ! He has mentioned two contrasted actions and given
one to males and the other to women,

it )
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is love's willingness, and the loving care of the home will lead
to more godly brethren and the training of godly children, and
the heartfelt prayer with them, will mean the Lord's ** gift " of
Timothics and others for the fitting together of the saints {(Eph.
4. 12). The Lord Jesus did not find 30 years at Nazareth too
narrow : there is ever a fulness of privilege when we are in glad
and unstinted harmony with Himself.

There is a Divine reason why in the Old Testament angels
are described as men, and priests and kings and psalmists and
clders were mates, and in  the New Testament the Lord Jesus
had a purpese in arranging for the twelve and the seventy, and
we find no reference to sisters as evangelists, teachers, angels
of assemblies or elders, nor werc they used to write the N.T.
Scriptures.  The reference to brethren in God’s sc_rvice in Acts
13. 1 is God's will, their names are definitely given. If He
chooses vou for one form of service has He vot pleaty of other
forms of service for those who delight in His will?  We never
need think we shall lack privileges of occupation for Him: none
of His own need be unemploved, and all that He appoints is
That which is menial is not trivial when it is done
in the Name of the Lord Jesus. Do not be occupied with what
vou can’t do, but with what you can. A brother can no more be
one of the twelve than a sister to-day: but we do not say, Why?
We thank God for their ministrv: what is given to one member
of Christ is for all, and we rejoice together (1 Cor. 12. 26). The
Lord Jesus said His servants would not finish going over the
citics of Israel till His coming (Matt. 10. 23), and we shall not
complete our privileges in this * little while.”” Let there be an
assembly in whicli believers realize ‘' to every one his work,”’
and there will be brightness, fresh anointing and power, the
conscious unity of the body, and fruit to the glory of God. It
shall be, it must he, when the Lord Jesus and His words are
in the right place.

If any believers have any questions, these will be welcomed
in the spirit of loving concern for His will in which they are sent.

priceless.

(We hope to reprint these articles in a booklet, for praverful
use. The theme is deeply important in the fulfilment of God’s
purpose in the Body of Christ, with its many members).

The varied trees in Eden were ‘‘ pleasant '’ and ' good ”
(Gen. 2. 9, but, alas, Eve seems to have specially seen as ‘' good
for food ' from her standpoint that which God had shown to be
not good for food (Gen. 3. 6). How deadly it is when we leave
His standpoint, and choose our own!
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Acts 9, 13,
Ephesians 2, g,

“A chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My Name."

[ . .
We are His workmanship.”

A Word of Introduction.

[13
GOD hatlf spoken,'” and we rejoice. God has graciously made
us His own possession—His choice, His redemption, the
work of His Holy Spirit have all been manifested in this won-
drous privilege. And now we are His. Qur life belongs to Him.
‘(‘)ur object should be to please Him. We could not and cannot
do " anything tn our own strength, but we can do much unte
Him, for He works within. It is His will that we should glorify
Him: His will has become oy will. All else is vain. Our desire
is that these pages may emphasize a life unto Him, and that we
and believing reac‘iers, may truly bear His Name Who died fm:
us, and that the “vessel” may be filled to overflowing. This
Zragazine is worthless unless it leads us all to our Lord, and to
Jruit)” spiritual fruitfulness in the Holy Spirit.
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‘* Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days . . . at the end of
ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in

. flesh."” Daniel 1. r2-13.
Prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows of heaven.” Malachi 3. 10.

It is easier to talk about truth than we realize, especially if
the temperament inclines to argument or to giving instruction.
But knowledge of truth is nothing in itself, though it may become
a means of blessing. But it may also become a cause of judg-
ment, The head knowledge of God’s love and righteousness is
not necessarily sanctifying, as 2 Peter 2. 20 indicates. Indeed,
In some ways acquaintance with truth may be more perilous than
error, for it may deceive others that some are true believers,
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when there is no real love of the truth, and may even help to
deceive further the one who is content therewith, whereas the
deadly consequences of false doctrine might have been used to
cause a consciousness of danger. But how blessed to remember
that if there has been a mere mental interest in God’s revelation,
it is not too late to seek Him in humility. And O that those of
us who have, by grace, a consciousness that we are in Christ, may
experience more fully delight in His truth, and be filled with
praise,

“ THEY SHALL BURN IT WITH FIRE.”
“ THOU SHALT BURN THIS CITY WITH FIRE.”
Jeremiah 38. 18, 23, margin.

HAVE you thought what this means? When wicked men do
wicked things, we too may be partly responsible. Such
may be the sinful instruments of their own sinful desires, but
God’s permission may be because of our lack of a right attitude
to Him. Zedekiah was said to * do ”* what his sin occasioned.
There is no such thing as mere chance. God can hinder every-
thing, and can Himself be hindered in nothing. If there is
judgment in the city we dare not say that God is outwitted by
human ingenuity or taken by surprise (Amos 3. 6). He has a
message for you and for me in all that is happening. Nothing
comes without the perniission of God. WHY then does He
permit? There must be a reason. He must have some message
that is deeply important. If men are occupied with other men
and their wickedness, they fail to hear God’s voice to themselves
(Mic. 6. 9). As long as Israel saw only Sennacherib ”’ (Isa.
10), they missed God's instruction. When they saw His hand
and owned themselves evil, as in 2 Chronicles r2. 6 there was
hope.

*“ What is God saying to me?"’ is the all-important thought
in every personal and collective experience. The Lord hath a
controversy (Jer. 25. 31, Hos. 4. 1}. And this is not vague.
He speaks in evervthing to each one of us who have cars to hear.
For individuals, and for believers generally, and for nations, this
is a Divine principle.

How often we have increased and multiplied our troubles by
complaining of them instead of seeing what God was rebuking
by them. If there is an attitude of godly repentance there is
blessing to the individual. And there is a parallel in God’s
dealings with men generally. Absence of repentance brings all
to trouble: it is complaining of God, and His message through
circumstances.

The psalmist was graciously delivered from his fears. We
often endure our troubles before they come, unless we enjoy
childlike faith.
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The Book of Revelation

and Its Refreshment to Believing Hearts.
H ERE we have not a book of mysteriousness of puzzles and

enigmas, but a rcal Revelation, All centres around the Lord
Jesus, all leads up to His near Coming. It is a book of joy
and encouragement: and, if we are in a right condition of
heart, shall we not rcalise this?

Specially have I been thinking of the believers in the
actual churches in proconsular Asia among whom the book was

first sent. What did it mean to such? The theory that it
spoke of a remnant distinct from saints of the present

dispensation quite takes away the power and comfort. They
were troubled by those who said they were apostles, by a
synagogue of Salan, by Nicolaitanes and those who held the
doctrine of Balaam. The reference to Jezebel and fornication
again, and the added instruction of chapter 17, show plainly
the great peril, cven fellowship with the world, and the denial of
the undivided affection of the Bride toward the Bridegroom.

When this is grasped, the nature and meaning of the book
is more fully secn. O that it may be realiscd! God hates
worldliness. The church cannot be the world, and the world
cannot be the church, and an admixture is the devil's aim, but
an abomination to the Lord. The parallel among Israel was
sternly condemned (Deut. 7. 3, 4) and condemncd as harlotry
(Ezek. 16 and many passages).  This must be felt more
intensely in view of the completed glory and the full unveiling
of the work of the Lord Jesus.

The testimony of the book of Revelation is against all
worldliness. God’s dear children are strangers and pilgrims.
They are bought for Him. Is this manifested? The state has
its sphere in God’s providence, but the church has its entircly
distinct sphere in His grace, and to mix them is sin. The
world goes on under God’s longsuffering, but the church is
chosen and brought out of the world *‘ in Christ Jesus,” and
there cannot be partnership. Hence rejection and suffering was
the portion of the early church when this was maintained, and
Constantine’s organised corruption of that which professed to
be **the church’* was the attempted burial of its pilgrim
testimony. But God maintained a persecuted people, largely
unknown, throughout the so-called dark ages. They suffered,
but they were not destroyed: and even in the darker days of
anti-Christ they will be sustained as Revelation 12 shows. That
which the devil approves is not the church: he sows tarcs, not
wheat: he will give his throne to the beast that bears the
woman of Babylon, but pursues the woman who brings forth the
man child. Satan hates the Gospel of the Glory of Christ {2
Cor. 4. 3, 4) and hates simplicity with a view to Christ
(2 Cor. 1I. 3). He seeks ** Christ and . anything
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and everything to divert the Bride from her only affection. Are
we attracted aside? O that it may not be so. The Holy Spirit
lcads the Bride to say ‘° Come,”” and the Lord Jesus answers
that call.

The book of Revelation, like the epistle to the Hchrews,
deals with those discouraged, amid loss and strain, by unveiling
the heavenlies, and showing that the perseccution times are
appointcd and limited: God [oreknows all: the scaled book
shows this. The limited character is brought out by all the
references to time: ‘* ten days »’ (2. 10), ** five months "’ (9. §),
‘“an hour, and a day, and a month and a year’ (9. 15},
‘* forty-two months *’ (11, 2; 13. 3}, ** a thousand two hundred
and threescore days ™’ (11, 3; 12. 6), ** a time, and times, and
half a time’” (12. 14}. There is NO LONG period till we
reach the sixfold emphasis on the thousand years in chapter 20.
This seems a startling witness against the year day interpreta-
tion (I do not deny parallels, in God’s wisdom, but these were
not revealed, or deducible till afterwards, i.e., the Holy Spirit
kept believers ready for the Lord’s return, if He willed, in their
lifetime, John 21. 23).

The object of the bouk is not primarily that we may prepare
charts, but that we may be scparate {rom the world, and realise
that we arc appointed to afflictions (1 Thess. 3. 3), which will
soon be past. The call is one to devotion, and devotion is to
a person, and that Person the Lord Jesus. The clarion call is
against all compromise. Clerisy, and infant *‘ baptism,”’ and the
erection of grand buildings are not isolated circumstances: thesc
have all been part of the encmy’s plan to break down the simple
separation of saints. The reference to Balaam is sadly illumina-
tive. He could not curse, but he won by whoredom and * join-
ing " (Num. 25. I[-3; 31. & with Rev. 2. 14). The Holy
Spirit graciously uses the last book of Scripture sent from a land
of exile, to encourage to the enjoyment of the Kingdom and
patience in ‘*‘ Jesus ”’ (Rev. 1. 9). Yes, '* HERE is the
patience and faith of the saints  (Rev. 13. 10, 14. 12). The
climax in chapter 19 is ‘* the marriage Supper of the Lamb,’
and ** His wife hath made hersell ready,” and the marriage
aspect is again seen in chapter 21. The last conversation
concenrs the Coming of the Lord Jesus, and the Bride is emphasized
(Ch. 22. 17-20). The denial, by some, that the church is the
Bride may become morc serious than at first appears. O that
our hearts may realise the present practical power of the last
book which God has been pleased to give us.

The Lord does not make light of our trials, but He does
cause His believing people, as Paul, to call their trials light
(2 Cor. 4. 17), as they realize the blessed contrasts in their
Lord, and His infinite power, wisdom, and love.
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Scventy Times Seven.

The words of the Lord Jesus in Matthew 18. 22 are His
own judgment as to an unforgiving spirit. And is not this
often our grave peril? Is it not frequently a great hindrance in
prayer, else why is this so definitely mentioned in Mark 11.
25?7 The added parable in Matthew 18 shows how little we
realise what we have been forgiven. Peter’s question assumed
the fault would naturally be on his brother’'s side, not on his.
Has there not been something akin to the taking by the throat
of verse 28 among children of God? O that we may learn the
lesson to love as never belore. ' Seven limes a day,”’ savs
Luke I7. 4. ** Seventy times seven '’ is the message before us.
The Lord Jesus was not using mere hyperbole: He meant what
He said. Men always seek a limit: we cannot put up with
““ too much.”” O how little we realise how He has been patient
with us. Human logic prevents the realisation of the words
** endored with much long suffering the vessels of wrath
(Rom. 9. 22},

May there not also be a reference to the Old Testament,
and more than one? In the family which culminated in Lamech
and his sons, and the flood, the last words are *‘ If Cain shall
be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.”
Lamech’s language was full of pride, as if to trifle with Cain’s
sin (Gen. 4. 23), and to make himself stronger than God
to execute human vengeance with weapons of brass and iron
(verse 22). Truly the earth was ‘ filled with violence ’ (ch.
6. 13). There was nothing of love, pity or forgivencss.

But this is not ‘ seventy times seven ”’ : it is an cnlargement
of God’s second recorded emphasis of the number ‘ seven ™’
(the first was the Sabbath, ‘‘ made for man,"” in loving care).
The full thought of “‘ seventy times seven  we find in Daniel
9. 24 (“* weeks " are ‘‘ sevens '’ note ch. 10. 2 margin explains
that weeks of days are there intended as if to indicate the con-
trast just before)). In this passage we behold God’s loving-
kindnesses (Isa. 63. 7). Well had Daniel said, ** To the Lord our
God Dbelong mercies and f{orgivenesses, though we have rebelled
against Him > (Dan. 9. 9). And the unveiling of grace is
wondrously bright in the foretold bringing of blessing to
delivered Israel in the exact completing of our forgiving God’s
* seventy times seven '’ and then the fountain will be opened
to Isracl for sin and uncleanness (Zech. 13. 1), and Jerusalem
will become a praise in the earth. God will not .fail. The
message to Peter, and to us, also, becomes fuller and deeper as
we realize the entire contrast with Lamech, and the natural man,
that is appointed, and God’s purpose in our loving manifestation
of a conformity to Himsell in His wavs with Israel.

Faith is never anxious: anxiety never believes.
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*“The Lord is with thee”

*« The Word of the Lord came unto Nathan."
2z Samuel 7. 3, 4.

THERE is evidently an intentional contrast between the two
verses. What is the Holy Spirit teaching us? Surely we
shall receive much help.

First, we realise that it is not enough for one to be a man
with whom God can rejoice to be, but God’s definite word and
appointment are so needful. The gencral aspect of walking
with God, though blessed, does not make unneccssary the
seeking of His definite will,

Sccondly, we learn that the wish to please the Lord, and
a loving emotion are not sufficient evidence that we know the
will of the Lord for us at that time.

Thirdly, we see that the advice and co-operation of a
godly friend, though precious, do not make sure our perccplion
of His purpose.

Fourthly, we feel how important it is that we should not
advise others, however earnest they are, in accord with our
impression, but should scek to know the will of the Lord.

Fifthly, we are brought to realise God's grace in correct-
ing if we have made a mistake in judgment, but are truly open-
hearted for the will of God,

A general associated principle is—Not the Word without
the Holy Spirit, nor the Holy Spirit without the Word, should
be our expectation, but the wondrous harmony of the Holy
Spirit and the Word (Hag. 2. 5).

Ministry that Glorifies Geod.

I' is a privilege Lo realize :hat ministry is by no means Iimited

to preaching (see 1 Pet. 3. 11). e think of those who
ministered to the Lord Jesus of their substance and of ‘' the
fitting together of the saints to the work of ministry ' (Eph.
3. 12). We are deeply concerned at such expressions as ‘' going
into the ministry ” (there is no *‘ the ” in 1 Tim. 1. 12), and
‘“ going' into the church.” Christendom is not united with
Christ, nor representing Him.

But when there is a definite call to preach the gospel and
to build up the saints, far be it from us to undervaluc this part
of ministry (Col. 4. 17, 2 Tim. 4. g). It is precious bheyond
measure.  The privilege of declaring the Gospel of the Grace
of God to one or to a hundred is great, the joy of leading a
soul thereby to the Saviour is beyond the fleeting juys of earth.

How important that we should preach aright, and in the
Holy Spirit. The Lord described Paul as ‘‘ a chosen vessel unto
Me, to bear My Name " (Acts g. 15), and in accord with this
he truly said * We preach Christ crucified ’’ (1 Cor. 1. 23),
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and ‘* We preach not ourselves but Christ Jesus the Lord '’
(2 Cor. 4. 5). Christ the Foundation, Christ the Theme, Christ
the Centre of this ministry! How could it be otherwise?

Our hearts long that we may not only hold fast the faithful
word (I’hil. 2. 16), but also be in a condition to ** adorn ** His
doctrine at all times. The words of z Corinthians 6. 3 are
searching, * Giving no offence in anything, that the ministry be
not blamed.”” It is a real honour to hear the name of Christ,
and the principle of Isaiah 52. 11 still applies.

Even as the prayer of the upright is God’s delight, and
whoso offercth praise glorifieth Him, so is every part of
acceptable ministry before Him. We think of the ‘! living
sacrifice ”’ of Romans 12. 1 and of the gifts of the Philippians,
““ an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing
to God ” (Phil. 4. 18). This inspired language, referring to
the sacrifices, even as in 1 Peter 2. 5, and Heb. 13. 15, reminds
us how ecveryvthing that delights God is in the Name of His
Beloved Son, and a reminder of Him. Nor is this strange, for
all that is of ourselves has been judged, and all our acceptance
is in Him. Our past history was only sin, and legally it has
been blotted out, so that we stand before God simply and solely
because of our Lord Jesus, accepted, and justified in Him,
having become the righteousness of God in Him. This is not
a matter of attainment hy a selected few: this is the portion
and blessing of all in Him. There can be no justification in
Him that differs in degree: He ** was raised again because of
our justification.”” That which was His through His substitu-
tionary work, and in His representative character, becomes ours
since He fully represented us. Tt is this wondrous identificat’on
which the world cannot understand. The ‘* mystery,” known
only to those ¢ within,” refers to our relation to Christ, which
is joined with His substitutionary work for us, His redeemed.

The preaching of a grace-saved and grace taught® believer
should be thoroughly affected by this wondrous fact. ‘' In the
Name of the Lord Jesus ’* means so much. The ministry of
which the apostle speaks in 2 Corinthians 3 causes ‘‘ epistles
of Christ " (verse 3). and 4. 4 shows it is ‘‘ the gospel of the
glory of Christ.”” Hence in ch. 2. 14 we read * God ...
maketh manifest the savour of His knowledge (the knowledge
of Christ) bv us in every place.”” Every place was an opportunity
to exalt Christ, no place was an opportunity to exalt Paul. The
next verse declares ** We are a sweet savour of Christ,”” nothing
else. \We remember the apostle’s determination to know nothing
clse but Jesus Christ, and to know Him not as One Who was
a Teacher and Leader, but as ‘‘ One Who hath been crucified *’:
'tis through His precious blood we know Him as ‘' Christ Jesus
the Lord.”” A mixed message is ever a failure. We cannot
serve God and mammon, nor can we preach Christ and seif.
And God-appointed ministry is ‘‘ among.them that are saved
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and among them that perish.”” There are ever the two classes,
and only two, for some believe the things that are spoken and
some believe not,—but the message is the same. The sun that
melts the clay hardens the wax. And ‘‘ we are unte God a
sweet savour ' wrote the apostle. The thought of success
before men was not his: the rejected messenger, rejected because
of faithfulness, and not because of self’s eccentricity, was equally
“ a sweet savour of Christ '’ to God. Among men who believed
not the servant of God was a savour of death, and the result
was death, cven as men wrest the Scriptures to their own
destruction (2 Pet. 3. 16). The gospel, even as the law (2 Cor.
2. 16, Rom. 7. 10), can be made a ministry of death in the
experience of those who deny their lost condition. But the
savour was still the sweet savour of Christ ‘‘ unto God,”” and
moreover, to believing ones there was ‘‘ a savour of life,”” and
the result was life in their blessed experience. The tremendous
contrast is impressive, Well might Paul ask—'* Who is sufficient
for these things?’—finding the answer in the glad words,
“ Qur sufficiency is of God ” (3. 5). But here he refers to
the fact that he did not tone or water down the message to
pleasc men. The ** for *’ of ch. 2. 17 is important. The new
wine must not be changed to old that men may say, ‘‘ The old
is agreeable ” (Luke 5. 39). The enemy would ever modify
truth, as the woman leavened the meal, but an unchanged gospel
is the power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1. 16), and this alone
is *“ a sweet savour of Christ,’” for the preacher* is *‘ in Christ,”
(2 Cor. 2. 16), the preacher is what he speaks ('* we are,”
“ we speak ’’), for everything is because of Christ, and there
would be no preacher and no preaching, were not both acccptable
in Him! ¢ Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable Gift !’

* Exception having been taken to * A Sweet Savour ’’ (May, 1938) I have
pondered anew. T regarded *“ we ' (in 2 Cor. 2. 15) more widely (as * we ”’
of 3. 18, 4. 6, 16, 5. 1, 20, 21) rather than with ch, 2. 17, 3. 1, 6, and
thonght of what ¢ we are,” since * in Christ,” distinct from what God’s
servants do— * maketh manifest d» us,” *‘ we speak,” 2. 14, 17). Kindly
criticism mav be helpful and constructive. I now feel ¢ for,”’ and * we are
not ' (2. 17), and the context emphasize the aspect of ministry in 2. 15,
Hence T should not now use this passage to prove what the youngest believer
“jg ' in Christ, (The emphasis on the fire and acceptance remains, nor can
we denv that the speaking * in Christ »’ prevents us disconnecting accepted
service from what each accepted believer has become in Him). Thanks be to
God, prior to previous privileges of growth in service, we were viewed as
justified in Christ’s being justified (Rom. 7. 7 marg), and that which is
His, on our behalf as the accepted Sacrifice is ours in Him—though brought
to Him but vesterday. Yes, God’s unspeakable delight in His own is because
e has seen them represented by the Lord Tesus, with Whom they died.
and were, from Tlis covepant standpoint, then justified (Rom. 4. 25).
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