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Words of Introduction.

AGAIN it is a privilege to make known * the

loving-kindnesses of the lLord, the praises of the
Lord " (Isa. 63. 7), and our hearts long that these
pages may never become anything except 2 mant
festation of His love and will, with a view to His
glory, Anything centralized otherwise, or localised,
will " miss the true object, The children (_)f God
should be together. The Lord Jesus has died for
them equally, and they are alike viewed in Him, and
the need is to emphasize God's so great love and
the bringing of redeemed ones together to please
Him. Theories and philosophies fail. Schemes and
activities fail. Christ is the Centre of sa]\'apon. and
He must be the Centre of thosg dear to Him, even
as He will be in that Day, the Firsthorn among many
brethren, Reader and writer alike need to be
humbled, that there may be a true reviving, and
that His interests may become ours, and His abject
ours,

“Let us draw ncar with 'a true heart in full
Hebrews 10. 22.

O Lord, teach me Thy
Psalm 25. 4.

assurance of faith.” i
“Show me Thy ways,
paths.”
Sin now confessing,
Seeking Thy blessing,
Our Father hear, as we draw near.
Tenderly lead us;
Graciously feed us;
Show us Thy ways; cause us to praise.

Grant us true fitness,
Ever to witness,
For Christ our Lord, with one accord.
Knowing our Saviour,
Meek in behaviour,
Thus may we be, walking with Thee.
. A.W.H.



Words of Encouragement.

It is good to be careful:
¢« Mending their nets ”’ in a godly home much
- (Matt. 4. 21). money may be spared
“ Washing their nets ’’ through godly thought-
=1 (Luke 3. 2). fulness. It is interest-
o . ing to sce how the Lord
spoke with men who were busily engaged. We
need to be concerned spiritually, too, about
“ mending ’ and ¢ washing.”” How often, in
our daily life and service, we forget the Holy
Spirit’s stress on cleansing. How much is written
in Scripture concerning this and with regard to
water: and the types in the law reminds us of
the spiritual use of God's words, typified by the
water in the laver. This helps definitely as to
Jobn 13. 5, 14, Ephesians 5. 26. But it is
blessed to notice also that as to the net of which
John 21 speaks we read nothing of failure. Out
of that net no fish are said to fall. Nor was it
broken. Have we not, on resurrection ground,
a beautiful picture of God's own gospel work,
just as in Luke 14, wherce none of those brought
to the feast are cast out? When we preach,
(and this is God’s will), one may be unsaved and
thrust out (Matt. 22. 13) but God's own work
shall never fail. His net, unlike that of Luke
5. 6, is never broken, and 153 large fishes are
all brought safely in and reckoned. Praise be
unto His Name.

The Relationship of Righteous-

. ness and Rejoicing.

Thou lovest righleousress, and hatest wick-
edness: therefore God, Thy God, hath anointed
Thee with the oil of gledrness above Thy fellows
(Ps. 45. 7).

I wﬂ_l greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul
shall k?e joyful in my God; for He hath clothed
me with the garments of salvation, He hath
covered me with the robe of righteousness™
(Isa. 61. 10).

And in the same context:—

“The days of thy mourning shall be ended:
thy people also shall be all righteons™ (60. 20,
21), and “ To give unto them . . . the garment
of- praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they
might be called trees of rightesusiess ™ (61. 3).

““ Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God,
Thou God of my salvation: and my tongue
shall sing alvid of Thy righteousness™ (Ps.
51. 14, see verse 8).

“Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye
righteous™ (Ps. 32.11, note “songs of de-
liverance ” in verse 7 for the man unto whom
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the Lord imputeth not iniquity,’” verse 2).

“ Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous™ (Ps.
33-1, 97.12).

“The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in
the tabernacles of the righteons” (Ps. 118. 15).

“Let Thy priests be clothed with righteous-
ness; and let Thy saints shout for joy' (Ps.
132. 9, sec 16).

“ They shall sing of Thy righteousness ™ (Ps.
145. 7)-

“ From the uttermost parts of the earth have
we heard songs, even glory to the righteous™
(Isa. 24. 16). .

“In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be
justified, and shall glory™ (Isa. 45. 25, cf.
Rom. 5. 9-11, 1 Cor. 1. 30, 31).

“The righteous shall see it and rejoice: and
all iniquity shall stop her mouth” (Ps. 107. 42).

“ The kingdom of God is not meat and
drink; but righleousness, and peace. and joy
in the Holy Ghost ” (Rom. 14. 17. cf. 4. 9).

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour
to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come,
and His wife hath made herself ready: and to
her was granted that she should be arrayed in
fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen
is the rightesusness of sainis” (Rev. 19.7, 8).

How grateful should God’s children be. Well
may the first word after Isaiah 33 be an ex-
hortation to “sing.”

vt

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE.

et us mark the limitation of Psalm 66. 18.

Only those “IN CHRIST,"” and drawing near
according to Hebrews 10. 22, can * CONTINUE
in prayer, and watch in the same WITH THANKS-

GIVING.” Colossians 4. 2.

“ The prayer of faith.” James 5. 15.

1. For children of God who are perplexed. bur-
dened, inclined to be anxious, that they may
see His gracious hand, and thank and trust
Him more simply.

2. For willingness to obey 1 John 2.

festly.

For believers in Scouth India who de<ire to follow .

the Lord more fully.

4. For those engaged in translating the Holy Scrip-
tures, that wisdom may be granted. and mis-
takes graciously prevented.

5. For lands that we often overlook :—Luxembourg,
Portugal, Mongolia, Algeria. Cuba, Argentne,

6. For the Lord’s work in these publications, and
associated service unto Him. in this and other
lands, that there may be His enabling, even
in details, and wisdom from on high, and
prayerful dependence, and spiritual zrowth of
all workers, and His own open doors, and
His provision of everything in accord with His
will, and the strengthening of simple faith, to
do His will, and fruit to His glory.

“ The Coming of the Lord draweth nigh.”
James 5. 8.

15 more mani-

W
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the New Testament.
(Concluded.) -

The only reference in Acts is where Stephen
referring to ‘‘ the book of the prophets ”
(plural) does not limit his quotation to Amos 3,
but includes a hint of other passages, and the
name which spoke most clearly of judgment to
those who were glorying in an earthly place
(Acts 6. 14, see Jer. 7. 4), and knew neither
the God of glory nor the glory of God (Acts 7.
2, 55). Again we are reminded that where sin
abounded, grace overflowed, for the only other
occurrence beside Revelation is 1 Peter 5. 13,
telling of an assembly of God at Babylon, a plain
proof that the final destruction of Jeremiah 30
and 51 had not then taken place; and therefore,
must not Babylon be rebuilt?

In Revelation the six verses tell of sin and
judgment, the first has the word ** fallen » twice
(14. 8), and all six mention greatness, one in
connexion with the mystery of iniquity emanating
thence (16. 19, 17. 5, 18. 2, 10, 21). The last,
recalling Jeremiah 51. 54, gives the contrast with
the promisc of Jerusalem, ‘It shall be lifted
up ' (Zech. 14. 10), and again, ** The
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established
in the top of the mountains '’ (Isa. 2. 2, so Ps.
48. 2, ** beautiful for elevation *’). In this final
verse the verb *‘ cast”’ (from which the word
" devil ™ is derived) occurs twice, leading up to
chapter 20. 3, 10. There is a fearful climax of
man’s day and of civilization. If only men
realized the awful nature and end of sin! May
the God of all grace use this brief study to lead
us to more gratitude for ‘‘ peace by the blood
of the cross of Christ, and the salvation and glory
of which Hebrew 12. 22 reminds, and thus to
more concern for unsaved souls to-day.

Babylon in

IF THE LORD WILL:—
GATHERINGS for BELIEVING MEN,
2, MINORIES (side entrance, 2nd floor), adjoining
John Pearce Restaurant,
Aldgate.
TUESDAYS, 6.30—7.45.

(Business young men specially invited. There are
opportunities for conversation concerning the Lord,
and for Greek and Hebrew unto the Lord's glory,
5.15—6.30.

SUGGESTED SUBJECTS FOR JANUARY:
7th. GOD'S USE OF WEAK INSTRUMENTS
AND LITTLE THINGS. .
1. "1 called him alone' (Isa. 51. 2), Zl'l:ld “Ye
were the fewest of all the people” (Deut,
7.7). ,
2. I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue
(Ex. 4. 10, 12). .

3. “A cake of barley bre{lsd),
pitchers " (Jud. 7. 13. .
A widow woman . . . an handful of meal

. . a little oil " (1 Kings 17. 9-12).

and “ Empty

4. "

5. " Ah, Lord God! behold, 1 cannot speak: for
1 am a child " (Jer. 1. 6).

6. " As nothing ” (Hag. 2. 3), “ the day of small
things " (Zech. 4. 10).
7. * But five loaves and two fishes ™ (Mazt. 14.17).
8. "When I am weak, then am i strong ' (2
Cor. 12. 10).
l4th. DIVINELY EMPHASIZED CONTRASTS
IN PETER AND JUDAS.
1. First and Last in all Ijsts.
2. The Recorded Words of both (e.g. John 12.
4, 5, 13. 6.9, 36, 37).
3. The work of Satan (Matt. 16. 23, John 6. 70,
13. 2, 27). : , .
4. lctrayal—and Denial.
5. Matthew 27. 3 with 26. 75.
6. Acts 1. 15-22. :
7. The two deaths (John 21. 18, 19, Acts 1. 18).
21st. QUESTIONS. These are welcome, the Lord
enabling, at least n week before, that many
may prayerfully ponder.
28th. To be announced later.

Poems to ilclp Christian Experience —55.

“If any man thirst, let him come unio Mg and
drink. He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture
hath said, out of his 'belly shall flow rivers of
living water.” John 7. 37, 38.

*If thou knmewest ... thou 'wouldest ... He
would have given thee living water.” John 4. 10.

*“The Lamb ... shall lead ‘them unto living
fountains of waters.” Rev. 7. 17.

“If any man "—how that sweet word recurrcth
Oft on His lips Who spake as never man!

Ave, but one word from Him the spirit stirreth,
As earthly words of kindness never can.

*If any thirst "—Ah! well the Saviour knoweth,
More than the longing one, the deep, deep nced;
jut deeper, fuller, is the fount that floweth
In streams that from the Smitten Rock proceed!

And, “ Let him come to Me.” O if thou knewest,
Thou weary one, His loving, tender voice,

The cups so disappointing thou pursuest,
Thou wouldst forsake, and in His gift rejoice.

Yea, " Let him dnnk,” abundantly, for living
Is that pure fountain flowing from on high,

Where He, the Giver, joyeth in His giving;—
'Tis His delight the soul to satisfy.

O do not think He will receive with coldness;
How could He from thy heart-beseeching turn?
Since He invites, thou mayest come with boldness;
O’er such as thee His loving heart doth yearn.

And more! Who cometh, with a faith unceasing,
Out from his inner depths shall rivers flow

Of blessing in rich influence increasing
To those around him in the life below.

O blessed day when He—once led to slaughter—
The Lamb Who liveth, longing for that Day,

Shall lead His own to founts of living water,
And God Himself shall wipe their tears away!

Scripture is a touchstone. Error may seem
“ beautifully ”  worded, Dbut let us accept
nothing except God's own revealed truth.



YOUNG PEOPLE'S COLUMNS.

‘““ Consider the Ravens.”
O we consider? Many to-day think very
much of their knowledge, and of the ap-
parent increase of earthly knowledge. But do
we “ consider "? It is possible to know much
and to think little, yes, and to think wrongly.
Knowledge is not wisdom. /Do we consider?
Some people have no time to consider! They
do not cven want to consider. They do not
learn the lessons from everything around
them. A thorn in the field means nothing to
them. The winter strips the trees but they
learn no lesson. Even a graveyard has no
message for them. They “know” more than
their forefathers, but, it may be, think far
less. But, in this sense also, “a man’s life
consisteth not in the abundance of the things
which he possesseth '’ (Luke 12. 15). Even
food, undigested, may kill a man.

“Consider the ravens.” Why? What is re-
markable about the birds? How many varieties
there are! How cam they all live? They must
eat. Do they sow or reap, as men do? No!
Yet, they are fed. What is the cause? *“ God
feedeth them” (Luke 12. 24). Why did the
Lord Jesus say this? Was it not to encourage
His people to have faith? A Christian should
be a remarkable person. Why? God is his
Father, and he knows this. Can he not trust
his heavenly Father fully? Are you a real
Christian? Do you know God, and look to Him
for everything?

But is a raven a picture of a Christian? No,
just the opposite. That is the point, or one of
the points, here: ravens were unclean birds (Lev.
Il.15), i.e. not permitted for sacrifice to God,
nor for food. So we see God looks after the
unsaved and gives them food. ‘‘ He maketh His
sun to rise on the evil and on the good and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust’’
(Matt. 5. 54). Are vou and I grateful? Man
has not made his own food. He ought to thank
God in Whose hand his breath is (Dan. 5. 23).
This means that earthly blessings are no proof
we shall have heavenly blessings—you have food
and clothing : do not settle down in these things.
You ought to consider the ravens if you are
unsaved. A lost soul may have many, many
blessings from God. But the present life is not
eternity. ““Consider the ravens,”* and remember
¥Likewise  consider the lilies ': but plants soon

die: we need a lasting glory in Christ (Luke 12.

27, 28). It is remarkable that both the ** pictures ™

the Lord Jesus brings before us show that earthly

encouragements are not to be a resting place. You

canpot say, “I am all right” unless you are in
Christ Jesus.
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that you may have a comfortable home, and yet
be a lost sinner. Young and old need to think,—
to think of realities. Satan wishes to make us
forget. He desires to blind the cyes, but
cternity is eternity.

There are many who profess to be Christians
who are not really saved, many who seem to
be Christians who are not really children of
God. The raven is the first bird named in the
Bible, and it was in the ark as well as the dove
(Gen. 8. 7, 8), but the raven now feeds on
death. The dove, however. found no rest till
there was life—an olive leaf pictures the work
of God’s Holy Spirit (Gen. 8. 11). On what
do you and I feed? 1 do not mean as to the
body. On what does the mind feed? \What
do you read? The raven and the dove were
together, but they are quite different in colour,
and habits. To which are you and I like?

“Consider the ravens.” They remind us of
coming judgment. \We have seen how they feed
on death, and God permits this, as a warning,
that people may ‘‘ consider.” And so we read
the solemn words of Revelaton 19. 17,18 to
all the fowls, “Cume and gather yourselves
together unt» the supper of the great God.”
What a contrast with the marriage supper of
the Lamb. If only some would think of the
two opposites in Isaiah 1. 19, 20, “If ye be
willing and obedient, ye shall eat . . . but if
ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be eaten!”

“ Consider the ravens ' once more to sce how
much better are God's children than they. Thus
He used ravens to bring food to Elijah (1
Kings 17. 6). It seemed most unlikely, but
God keeps His word, and a Christian can walk
by simple faith. If any one comes to Christ
to-day, and is saved by His poured out blood,
that one can trust Him for to-day, and for to-
morrow, and every to-morrow. It is a wondrous
privilege to be a child of God. Are you one?

God speaks through nature, through the birds
His people hear His voice:

How precious are His written words,
That faith may e’er rejoice.

** Consider,”’~'tis so helpful stll
To ask, ** What doth God teach: "
Would we not learn His power and will
His message unto cach?

Have 1 both food and raiment given?
Thankful I then should be!

But ‘tis no proof my home's in heuven,
With blessings cndlessly.

That is the question on my heart:
A Saviour's more than food!

Have I " In Christ " a glorious part?
1 need eternal good.
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If not ' in Christ,”"—the raven gives
A warning word to me.

On death the bird of prey now lives,
And judgment soon will be.

"I'is now salvation's day that all
May come who feel their need.

How precious is the gospel call,
‘And blest are all who hecd.

** Pure religion and undefiled before God and
the Father is this. To visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction, and to keep
himself unspotted from the world '’ (James
1. 27).

A Few Words with Young Believers and
Older Ones, too.
HEN sceking to expound some portion of
Scripture, a godly preacher often chooses
2 suitable reading which throws light upon it,
not always by comparison but sometimes by con-
trast. Shall we in like manner turn to Matthew
23? Do we not see in these condemnatory words
of the Lord Jesus that the Pharisees had the
oppositc of ‘* Pure and undelfiled religion ¥’?
And yet, be it noted, they based it professedly
upon the teaching of Scripture, affording the
solemn message that there is ever the danger of
adulterating truth, and perverting by a wrong
motive, ctc. Is this not the sin of ‘' the pro-
fessing Church ”’ to-day? And we would not
forget the personal application to our own hearts,
remembering the words addressed to Timothy,
** Keep thyself pure” (1 Tim. 5. 22). In the
further unveiling of truth, promised by the Lord
Jesus to His people, in the teaching of the Holy
Spirit through the apostles, we learn that much
of the nominal religion which is in the world
is of the evil one (2 Cor. 2. 17. 11. 14, I5).
Thus we see millions have been and still are
being deceived. Surely the commands of the
Lord Jesus *‘ Pray ye ’ (Matt. g. 38), and * Go
ye” (Matt. 28. 1g9), must not be viewed as
having their complete fulfilment in the response
of the first disciples, but as having an urgency
now, and until the end of the age (Matt. 28.
19, 20).

It may be the very word ** religion’’ has
become suggestive to us of that which is merely
profession, even though it bears the name of
Christian, but the verse now before us, speaks
of that which is truly acceptable to God. May
we ever be willing for correction, so that our
thoughts, and expressions, become increasingly
in harmony with the Scripture given by inspira-
tion of God (2 Tim. 3. 16, 17). That there
are many mistaken views is certain. To many
*“ religion ”* is necessarily connected with the
erection of great and costly buildings; with

1y

spectacular ceremonial, which may include instru-
mental music, and priestly vestments, all of
which were appointed by God for the nation of
Israel in the past; and will be in the future, but
we seek in vain for any command, or hint, given
by the Holy Spirit concerning such things for the
Lord’s people to-day. Does the silence of
Scripture give consent to man’s arrangements?
or should we not rather respect this, calling to
mind with trembling Leviticus 10. 1, 27?

Let us continue to ponder the wurds of our
verse.  First, the Name *‘ Father *’ is significant
and implies that relationship with God is the
basis of what follows. This is not universal, as
many wrongly teach, but is the result of a new
birth to which the Holy Spirit bears witness in
verse 18. ‘‘ They that are in the flesh cannot
please God ’’ (Rom. 8. 8), i.e., men in their
natural condition. To Such the words of Titus
1. 16, 17 apply, but if we, who were, ‘“‘even as
others,”’ have been made alive in God’s mercy
(Eph. 2. 4, 5), then therc may be, yea, therc
can, and should be, a life of worship, and service,
well pleasing to Him (Heb. 13. 15, 16).

Have we thought that the following words
give a very partial view of ‘‘ pure religion and
undefiled ’? Let us humbly acknowledge that
the words of God have a fulness of meaning,
and let us also remember the stress that is laid
upon a right heart-attitude toward the weak, and
helpless, and the necessity of separation unto
God Himself, throughout the Scriptures. Is it
not evident that if this attitude is missing the
form and ceremony of religion must be in vain?
Cf. Isaiah 1. 10-17.

The words *‘to visit the fatherless and
widows *’ must not be viewed as being a formal
‘“ call,” for they speak of taking a deep interest
mn such, or as the word ‘‘ visit > may imply, to
take an oversight. Luke 1. 68, 78, 7. 16 shew
that the word is applied to the activity of our
Heavenly Father and of His beloved Son, and
indicate His purpose and blessing. And what of
the words, ‘ to keep himself unspotted from the
world ’?  The Holy Spirit here speaks of
separation from the world, not only from its
sinful attractions (1 John 2. 15, 16), but from
its friendships (Jas. 4. 4), its partnerships (2
Cor. 6. 14), and its politics (Phil. 3. 20). If
the words ‘‘ to keep himself '’ at first suggest a
difficulty, let us humbly remember that there is a
twofoldness of Divine truth. *‘ Work out your
own salvation "’ is quickly followed by the words
** for it is God that worketh in you ' (Phil. 2.
12, 13). *‘ Keep yourselves in the love of God "’
leads to the comforting words * Now unto Him
That is able to keep you '’ (Jude 21, 24), and
in this Epistle the Holy Spirit of God reminds
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us that ** He giveth more grace >’ (chap. 4. 6).
*“ Let us therefore come boldly unto the Throne
of Grace, that we may obtain mercy and find
grace to help in time of need > (Heb. 4.16).
" And God is able to make all grace abound
toward you, that ye, always having all sufficiency
in all things, may abound unto every good work
(2 Cor. 9. 8). B.

God’s Message to Us, in the

History of Lot.
(Continned.)
After Sodom.

The Solemnizing Record.

Unless a crisis brings us an awakening and
blessing there is often a sad reaction, or our
experience shows in some way the peril of net
being exercised by Gad’s chastisement. Lot
had asked for Zoar without recorded asking for
God’s will first, and, though his wish was
granted, he could find no rest there. And he
soon went out and ‘‘ dwelt in the mountain.”
The one who had chosen the cities of the plain
was now afraid to be in a city, and was com-
pelled at last to a cave life, when he might have
chosen the pilgrim’s tent far earlier with joy,
and accompaniments to God’s glory throughout.
Fear is a heavy scourge, as it were. It is a
privilege to have the rest of faith. Lot is seen
last of all, as one who was tormented by fear.
In Sodom he vexed and wearied his righteous
soul. Throughout his life he lost jov and peacc
because he did not follow the Lord closely and
wholly; and how often we have a similar loss.
May God use the record for our spiritual arous-
ing. Never in his burdened experience do we
read of special seeking to the Lord, nor did he
go to Abraham though near. This silence is
remarkable. Nor did Abraham apparently go to
him. The opportunity was gone or possibly we
should infer that a deeper experience was needful
first, and that, apparently, was never reached.
There is no written word about his humiliation
before God, as we would wish to read. His
many possessions, too, were gone, and yet he
still seems to have chosen for himself. It is so
blessed to learn to wait for God’s counsel, and
to be brought to this habit at the outset. )

His daughters were no comfort to him. Like
their mother, they understood nothing of the
ways of faith. He had chosen to bring up his
family in Sodom, and the surroundings were
more resultful than his personal godliness in
their experience. One led the other onward in
fearful sin. His unwise and evil words, on this
very matter, when he could hardly have realized
what he was saying to the men of Sodom, had

a fearful recoil. His personal integrity was
overcome in the same way as Noah's. The
enemy's use of wine, as it would secem, in the
family of Aaron also becomes a solemn beacon,
and a background for such words as Proverbs
20. 1. Sodom knew no moral laws, and those
trained there were accustomed to evil. The
very naming of the offspring may denote the
inability to blush at sin (Jer. 6. 15). We have .
seen how one leads another in inquity. There
are usually those who incite others, but to be
willing for evil is evil. The after-history of
Moab and Ammon in iniquity (2 Kings. 23. 13),
and against Israel (e.g., Jud. 3. 14, 11. 4) right
on to the end (Ps. 83. 6, 7), though Israel were
forbidden to take their land when journeying
through the wilderness, is of deep significance.
Albeit Isaiah 11. 14 shall yet be fulfilled, this
history is meant to search our hearts. How
often would we have wished a contrasted con-
clusion to a biography, and words of encourage-
ment, as those of Joseph and Moses and David,
at the cnd of the earthiy life. But Scripture is
fact not fiction; and God Himself speaks to
our hearts thereby. May we be humbled, and
enabled to hear His voice, and to cleanse our
ways, that we may be on guard against the
beginnings of all departure from Him (Jer. 2.
19).
Abraham and Lot.

The two are together at the outset, and at
the last we read '* God remembered Abraham
and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow ’’
(Gen. 29g. 30). Related in the flesh, and alike
made righteous by grace, we see marked dif-
ferences of character, and learn the possibilities
of a life of faith, and a holy dread of being
‘‘ saved, yet so as by fire.”” We do not want
to ask how far we can wander, and yet be
mercifully spared. Sovereign grace never makes
the heart inquisitive as to such hateful trifling.
Rather it is our concern not to tempt the Lord,
but to make our calling and election sure, in its
manifestation, that there may be the entrance
‘* abundantly *’ into the everlasting kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 1. 10,
11). Faith never thinks, ‘* because the Lord has
said, ‘I have prayed for thee,” our own praver
may be neglected,”” but remembers the exhorta-
tion ** Watch and prav, lest ye enter into
temptation,” and remembers the holy hatred of
anything that approaches the hateful logic of the
judged flesh which Romans 6. 1 exposes.

(/7 the Lord will, to be continued).

The grace of God never leads to self cenfi-
dence but always to confidence in Him.
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¢¢ Is this a Five Pound Note?"

lT may seem strange to you, my reader, to find

the above question at the head of a gospel
tract. It is just possible that you have never
seen such words on a tract before, and that you
would not have anticipated their association with
God’s gospel message. But the words are not
mine. Rather I have heard them many, many
times when passing on gospel leaflets, and I
have often felt, and often said, that the majority
of people seem to know of NOTHING BETTER
THAN MONEY. But is there not that which
is more valuable than money, yea, that which
money could never buy? Did not the Lord
Jesus show this when He said, ‘ What shall it
profit a man if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?’ (Mark 8.
36, 37). Men are occupied with getting gain
(Jas. 4. 13), with buying and selling and
exchanging to their own advantage. But would
it not be well to stop a minute, and to ponder the
questions of the Lord Jesus? Is it not true that
riches have often made themselves wings (Prov.
23, 5)? If a man gets on in the world and his
riches are not taken away, he CAN BE TAKEN
AWAY FROM THEM. Think of the man of
whom the Lord Jesus spoke, who planned to lay
up his abundance, and enjoy many years of retire-
ment, with eating and drinking, with ease and
luxury. But that very night, even the night of
his planning, was his last night here, for he was
removed from his plenty. It was true of him,
as it is of all who depart out of time into
eternity, that he brought nothing into this world
and he took nothing out of it (1 Tim. 6. 7). All
he had, he had to leave behind! )

We think of Judas, who sought opportunity to
betray the Lord Jesus, to secure thirty pieces of
silver. He succeeded, and the desired money
hecame his, not however to give him the satis-
faction anticipated, for how very soon after-
wards he threw those pieces down in the temple,
and went and hanged himself. And this would
remind us, that the day is coming when a man
will no longer value silver and gold, for he will
cast the idols of his silver and gold to the moles
and to the bats, and will seek refuge in the clefts
of the rocks for fear of the Lord (Isa. 2. 20, 21).
Then it will be the day of the Lord’s wrath, and
riches do not profit in that day; and that day,
the great dav of His wrath, is surely coming,
dear friend, the day in which nothing is of any
value except the salvation it will then be too late
to seek. But it may be you say, ‘' I am not like
the man in the parable. [ do not set my heart
upon riches, and I certainly would rather

be poverty-stricken than stoop to anything
approaching the action of Judas. 1 only asked
the question lightly about a five pound note.”’
But a little thing may show us very much about
ourselves. If we really thought there was a
great danger, we should not ask such a question
so lightly, we should value a message which cost
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ the Son of
God to make it possible. His was a gift more
precious than that of money. HE LOVED
AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR SINNERS. Do
we wonder that the apostle, showing a contrast
with corruptible things as silver and gold, says,
‘“ Redeemed with the PRECIOUS blood of
Christ '’ (1 Pet. 1. 18, 19)? Ah, my dear
reader, this is my desire for many, that they
may know Him and His wondrous salvation.
And if you also receive this privilege (and it is
free, because the whole of the priceless price has
been paid), you will find the little paper mes-
senger, that points you to Him, worth more
than all the five pound notes in all the world,—
and never lost, and never spent, and never losing
the full value. Such is the message that this
scrap of paper brings to you, because it is issued
depending on an authority beyond the Bank of
England, representing a real value treasured up
in the work of Christ, more than all the millions
in the reserves of all the nations, yea, more than
all the unworked goldfields of earth. Is this
then only a piece of paper to you, or is it an
invitation to ‘‘the unsearchable riches of
Christ >’? O that the delightful testimony of
the psalmist, concerning that which was better to
him than thousands of gold and silver, may yet,
in God’s mercy and through the riches of His
grace, be yours. What was that? The law of
God’s mouth! Well might he thus speak; for
is not the law of the Lord perfect, converting
the soul, and the testimony of the Lord sure,
making wise the simple, and are not the statutes
of the Lord right; rejoicing the heart? And are
not these more to be desired than gold, yea, than
much fine gold (Psa.19. 7-10)?

The real use of time is not always in that
which men see, far less in that which they
csteem. Time with our Father Who seeth in
secret mav bhe well spent, and time used in the
imelight of fellow creatures may be utterlv mis-
spent. A man seeks and expects much from
man, but a child of God is drawn to value his
Father's will and approval. Worship is in-
tensely *‘ uncommercial,”’ and to many the con-
tinual occupation of cherubim and seraphim would
seem unnecessary. But the fact and the record
of this occupation speak to believers with living
power.
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Leviticas (1 Corinthiars| 1 Cor. ([Psalmi1ig
I |18, 1 30(4. 6-21 10. 1 61
2 | 16, 1-16 | &. 1-13 2,3 62
3] 19. 17-37 { 6. 1-20 -4 63
4 {20, 1-271 7. 1-23 5 64
s |2, 1-24 1 7. 24-40 6 6s, €6
6 | 2a. 1-16 | 8. 1-13 7. 8 67
7 {22 17 33}9. 1-14 9, 10 68
8 |23, 1-22}9 15-27 I3 €9
9 ] 23. 23-34 | 310, 1-14 12 70
10 [24. 1-23 | 10, 15-33| 13, 14 7t
IT )25, 1-17 ) 11, 1-16 |Lev, 5.1, 3 72
12 | 25. 1838 11, . 17-34 3 73, 74
13 | 25. 39-55 | 13, 1-14 4 75
14 | 26, 1-16 ] 13, 15-31 5 76
18 | 26, 17-831 | 13. 1-13 6 77
16 | 26. 32-46 | 14. 1-20 7 78
17 | 27. 1-13 | 14. 21-40 8 79
18 | 27, 14-3¢4 ] 1. 1-19 9 8o
19 | Num. 1, 1-27|18. 20-38 10 81, 82
20 |1, 28-54 | 15, 39-58 11 83
2r | 2. 1-16 | 16. I-24 12 84
22 | 3. 17-34 | 2 Cor. I, 1-12 13 8s
23 ] 3. I-14 | I. 13-24|2Cor, 4, 1 86
24 | 3. 15-32 | 2. 1-17 2 87
25 | 3. 335113 1-18 3 88
26 | 4. 1-16 | 4. 1-18 4 89, 90
27 | 4. 17-33 | 8. 1-10 5 9t
28 | 4. 34-49 5. 11-21 6 93
29 | 5. 1-31 | 6. 1-18 7 93
30 { 6. 1-12 (9. 1-16 8, 3 94
3t {6, 13-27:8. 1.13 10, 11 9%

Notes on Memorized Verses.
1 CORINTHIANS 10. 1-14.

1, Read with chapter 9: so much profession is
without a work within. Not *ignorant” (Rom. 1.
13, 11. 25, 1 Cor. 12. 1, 2 Cor. 1. 8, 1 Thess, 4.
13). - ** All,”” frequently, yet see verse 5: thanks be
to God, some were well pleasing (cf. 1. 26). 2, 3.
It is possible to become types without possessing
the Antitype [(cf. Luke 13. 26): do not rest con-
fidence in ‘ baptism,” &c.: a present Christian life
is the living proof that one is *'in Christ Jesus.”
5, “ For,” the evidential * for ™ (not causal). cf. Luke
7. 47. 6-10, Desiring, * seeing.” indulging. tempting.
grumbling: how blessedly is the fruit of the Spirit
contrasted !—We learn the walk of faith from Israel’s
sad, sad history. 11, ‘*Writen  with an object
(Rom. 15. 4, 1 Pet. 1. 12): do we read Scripture
thus?> * The ends of the ages ™ (lit.): how respon-
sible we are in the present. 12, It is easy to *‘think™":
. itis well to ™ take heed.” 13, ** Man,” * God.”" God
does not always take away the temptation, but makes
with it, ' the way out also,” so that we are not led
into temptation as a goal but brought right through
(note John 11. 4. Isa. 43 2). * Able™ (twice). 14,
Do not presume on God's mercy, or the way out:
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‘* flee.”” ldolatry, worship of that which was ‘‘seen™:
from Eden onwards the eyes are before us (note 1
John 2. 15, 16).

LEVITICUS 25. 113,

2, Observe the stress on the Sabbath year for
Israel in the land (This impresses 2 Chron 36. 21—
last ch. in Heb., order of books.—and Heb. 4. 8—
*if Joshua had given them rest™): Adam lost the
day, Israel the year, Christ brings the 1000 vear's
Sabbath of rest (Heb. 4. 9 marg). 4, ** For the
Lord ": this was ever the thought: a contrast with
self, and with commercialism. 6, Simple confidence
in God. 8, Contrast absence of years, and long
periods, for *‘ pilgrims " in the present dispensation.
8, A yet longer climax period in Daniel 9. 24 (seventy
seven, years contrasted with the * weeks of days ™
of Dan. 10. 3 margin): again we see the contrast
now, 490 " is not for us associated with a period
(Matt. 18. 22). 9, No jubilee without atonement.
10, Note the special beginning, as in Exodus 12. 1,
in the ‘‘ middle " of that which was before, so with
the new resurrection day which the Lord made,—
this reckoning clears up the problem of * three days
and three nights.”” Liberty and possession (13), a
spiritual parallel in Ephesians 1. 14, 12, A contrast
with ** gathering "*: God supplies when there is simple

faith.
2 CORINTHIANS 4. 111

1, The ministry of 3. 6 is so wonderful we should
not faint: but we still need * mercy  always. 2, A
reference as in 2. 17, to the unkind charges which
pained the apostle so much (see ch. 12. 18, 17, of.
Gal. 5. 11 and the holy reproof in 2 Cor. 11. 13).
The true Christian life with the words of Christ
written on the heart (3. 3), and the uncovered face
beholding His glory in Scripture (3. 18), and the
conscience recognizing the manifestation of the truth
by His dear people (4. 2)—is here before us. 3,
*“ Veiled,” note the dispensational veil (3. 13), the
transfer to the heart of unbelieving Israel (3. 15),
and here, of unbelieving Gentiles: and the contrast
of the open (unveiled) face of believers (3. 18): 3
precious study. 4, “ The god of this age™ blinds,
hardens and deceives: he hates not religion, but ** the
gospel of the glory of Christ.” 5, 6, One theme,

not two, and its blessed reason: " God . . hath
shined in our hearts ” (contrast 3. 15). He always
reveals ' glory "': hence “twreasure’” in 7. Yet our

bodies are still frail: but they shall be changed
(5. 1, 2, Phil. 3. 20. 21): now God is using weak
instruments with a powerful gospel (Rom. 1. 16).
*That” 8, Trals are limited, praise God. grace is
unlimited. 10, 11, A quite unusual stress on the
name * Jesus.” Alone, to emphasize that we should
walk as He walked, rejected: here it is not the mani-
festation of His resurrection power, but His life as
in Hebrews 13. 13: only podssible when we first
know His resurrection power (Phil. 3. 10 order).

If a believer has a difficulty, what is his
first thought? Anxiety? The help of others?
A human scheme? Should it not be a thought
of his Father, rest in His will, gratitude for
His wisdom, and a wish to learn His lesson?

Corres nce from aay Belicvers and Eaquirers:—
Percy W. Heward, 61, Uptos Lane, Forest Gate, EJ7.
‘Phonc: Marylead 3196, (No wlephoming ou the Lord's Dsy.)
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God. so is Thy praise.
Psalm 48. 10. SOME OF THE CONTENTS Page to Himself, according to the
“Who can utter the mighty good pleasure of His will: to
acts of the Lord? Who can . the praise of the glory of His
show forth all His praise?” *“ The Sheep of His Hand " e 10 grace.” Ephesians 1. 5, 6.
;f.al,,, 106. 2. “The Lord will perfect .. .” ... 10 “That ye should show forth
“Blessed be Thy glorious “According to my earnest expectation and the praises of Him Who hath
Name, which is exalted above my hope " 11 called you out of darkness into
all blessing and praise.” “ The Bosom of the Father " 11 His marvellous light.”
Ncehemiah 9. 5. ** Within and Without "' . 12 1 Peter 2. 9.
“ Blessed are they that dwell * Deliver me from bloodguiltiness ™ 13 *They worshipped Him . . .
in Thy house: they will be still Habakkuk 2. 3 . 14 and were continually in the temple,
praising Thee.” Psalm 84. 4. * Beauty for Ashes’ 15 praising and blessing God.”
“1 will bless the Lord at all Notes on Memorized Verses 16 Luke 24. 52, 53.

times: His praise shall continu-
ally be in my mouth.”
Psalm 34. 1.

Some lovingly enquire about the * Subscription.” Valuing
this thoughtfulness and interests we wonld refer them to
booklets. &c. (will be gladly sent):—" Hitherto Hath the Lord
Helped Us,” * Behold the Mounts,—Behold I Am the Lord,”
“ A Further Record of Parts of His Ways,” *“ The Lord’s
Enabling,” “ Jesus Christ the Same , . To-day.” In these we
seok to set forth how our Father has enabled, and how we
beliove He would have us trust Him still, in simple dependence,
and a contrast with commercialism, and even its appearance.
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* Praising God, and havin
favour with (grace toward) al
the people.” Acts 2. 47,

The work is HIS, and for HIM, and if He wishes it to
continue and grow, He will not fail.

An carnest invitation also to gatherings to the glory of
God “If the Lord will,"—Maeeting Room, 61, Upton Lane,
Forest Gate, London, E.7. The Lord’'s Day, 11, 3 and 6.15,
Mon: 8, Thurs: 8, Sat: 6.45. 171, Jerningham Road, New
Cross (Phonz: New Cross 2083). Meetings, The Lord's Day,
11, 3 and 6.15, Mon: 8, Ist Wed. in month: 8, Thurs: 8,
(3rd Wed: 8, at Camberwell).
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Words ol Introduction.

AS the days and weeks pass by, God changes not.

We have a fixed message: changing times do
not make God’'s gospel out of date. Human dis-
coveries can never alter the gospel of the grace of
God. And the path for God's beloved children 1s
not varied. They are no more *“of the world
in the twentieth century than in the first; that is to
say, if they keep to the path He has appointed.
Their Father has not given further instructions, nor
has their soon Coming Lord suggested any new ar-
rangements till He come. The Holy Scriptures were
graciously given to remain throughout the dispen-
sation. Nothing can alter the Lord’'s will for those
who love Him, and His pattern for assemblies is not
to be suited to ‘* present-day ideas.” ! Advanced
thought ' and_‘* development’™ are rightly re;ecth
by many, but is there not a danger lest we all sesk
to-modify the Lord’s will, to-* suit circumstances ?
O that our attitude may be more reverent, humble,
and obedient, in the continued gracious enabling of
the indwelling Holy Spirit.

“We shall see Him, as He is.” 1 John 3. 2.

O, when shall I, in glory, my Saviour's face behold ?
His lovely face, O matchless grace!
For then will God unfold .
His wondrous love, in Heaven above,
'Mid joy and bliss untold.

The riches of His kindness, and all His love to mel
How sweet the song, O, how I long
For evermore to be
In shadeless light, in spotless white,
From sin for ever free!

But now I want to know Him more fully day by day,
His goodness show, while here below,
More fervently to pray;
To Him to give, for Him to live—
Though ne'er His love “repay”. = -
AW.H.
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Words of Encouragement.

‘¢ The Sheep of
Ris hand.”

Psalm gs. 7, has been said mil-
lions of times. But how much
beyond ¢ saying »’ is the ex-
perience. Often we read of *‘ the hand of the
Lord ** in Scripture. It can be seen in judgment
(Ex. 15. 6. Deut. 32, 40, and Isa. 26. 11), but
is also revealed in mercy (Acts 11. 21, note Isa.
53. 1), It is blessed to know God, and to be in
His hand. The same hand that holds *‘ the deep
places of the earth”” and *‘‘ the strength of the
hills * (Ps. 95. 4} upholds His people (Isa. 1.
10. Rev. 1. 20). A similar thought is found in
Isaiah 40. 12, linked with verse 11. How great
is the contrast between being in His hand, and
falling into it (Heb. 10. 31). We cannot be too
grateful for grace. John 10 alludes very definitely
to Psalm g5, and we enjoy verse 28 in the depth
of our hearts. We would not forget, however,
the responsibility aspect of verse 27—to *‘ fol-
low.” - And it is important to see that whereas
the sheep cannot be lost from His hand, they
may be scattered in the field (John 1o0. 12). These
‘“ twofold *’ views of Scripture are very search-
ing. May all speak to our hearts in the power
of the Holy Spirit.

The emphasis is the more striking because we
should have expected; ‘‘ The sheep of His pas-
ture, and the people of His hand.”” But our
Heavenly Father reverses the usual order with a
gracious emphasis.

(Fuller notes on this precious subject will be
found in ‘“ The Parables of the Shepherd and His
Sheep,’’—gladly sent to believers who wish to
read prayerfully, and to pass on copies).

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER AND PRAISE.

* Let us mark the limitation of Psalm G6. 18.

Only those *IN CHRIST,” and drawing near
according to Hebrews 10, 22, can ‘* CONTINUE
in prayer, and watch in the same WITH THANKS-
GIVING.” Colossians 4. 2.

“I have chosen you . . that ye should go and

bring forth fruit . .". that whatsoever ye shall ask
of the Father in My Name, He may give it you.”
John 15. 16.

1. For God's gracious reviving (Ps. 85.6, Isa. 57, 15).

2. For a deeper concern among His children, that
there may be adherence to His will, in sim-
plicity. (Are we willing to test everything by
Scripture ?)

3. For translators of Scripture, and revisers of trans-
lations in various languages, that errors which
would mislead may be graciously prevented.

4, For lands that we ofren overlook:—Hungary,

* Turkestan, Belgian Congo, Portuguese Col-
onies, Nicaragua.

5. For the Lord's work lovingly entrusted to our
charge in these publications, and in Poland,
&c., that there may be a precious uniting of

= THOUGHTS FROM THE WORD "OF GOD.

stedfastness as to His truth, and loving sim-
plicity and earnestness, and that qutet restful
faith in Him may be granted to all workers
amid all circumstances. Specially we seek
prayer for brethren in missionary labours
(among Israel and others)}—M. Ruda, | Sofer,
M. Waszczuk. . -
* Without faith it is"impossible to please Him.”
Hebrews 11. 6.

IF THE LORD WILL:—
GATHERINGS for BELIEVING MEN,
John Pearce Restaurant,

2, MINORIES (side entrance, 2nd floor), adjoining

Aldgate. )
TUESDAYS, 6.30—7 45,

(Business young men spedially invited. There are
opportunities for conversation concerning the Lord,
and for Greek and Hebrew unto the Lord’'s glory,
515—-6.30.)

SUGGESTED SUBJECTS DURING FEBRUARY:
4th. THE CROSS IN SCRIPTURE.

1. The Lord Jesus, “ Bearing His Cross” (John
19. 17), * Endured the Cross ™ (Heb. 12, 2),

2. The Lo)rd Jesus upon the Cross (John 19.
25 31).

3. The Believer and the Cross of Christ (Gal. 6.
12. 14).

4, The Believer Taking Up his Cross (Matt. 10.
38, 18. 24).

5. Solemn Thoughts on the Cross in Tradition
and Decoration.

6. “The Word of the Cross™ (1 Cor. 1. 18).

11th. FAITH.

1. In the OIld Testament. ‘

2, The References of the Lord Jesus to Faith

3; The Object and the Attitude of Faith,

. (Objective, Subjective.)

4. * The Prayer of Faith® (Jas. 5. 15) and the
Power of Faith To-day. .

5. Faith and Works (Eph. 2. 8, 9, Col. 2. 12, Gal.

5. 6, 1 Thess. 1. 3, Jas. 2. 20-26).

18th. QUESTIONS. These are welcome, the Lord
enabling, at least a week before, that many
may prayerfully ponder.

25th. To be announced later.

** The Lord will perfect that which concerneth
me! Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever:
forsake not the works of Thine own hands.”
Psalm 138. 8.

HE verse begins with confidence, and thus the
added prayer is the prayer of faith. God

will not leave His work undone. Philippians 1. 6
stands sure, and many sons shall be brought to
glory (Heb. 2. 10), so that the Lord Jesus
‘‘ shall see of the travail of His soul, and be
satisfied.”” Observe, tao, the personal note, and
the reverent intimacy with God, And the second
sentence at once shows the ground: it is mercy,
not merit. How remarkably the Holy Spirit
emphasizes this, The only expression which
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comes 26 times in a psalm to finish every verse

is ** His mercy endureth for ever,”” and in various

psalms this is an opening message.

- Hence the plea ‘‘ Forsake not the works of
Thine own hands.”” We call to mind “‘ 1 am
Thine; save me"” (Ps, 119. 94), and “The
Lord will not forsake His people for His great
Name’s sake: because it hath pleased the Lord
to make you His people ” (1 Sam. 12. 22). In
nature the works of God’s fingers (Ps. 8. 3)
will pass away (Matt. 24. 35, Heb. 1. 11), but
in grace the message sounds out, ‘‘ I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee ” (Heb. 13. 5),
because redemption involves a new creation, and
‘‘we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus” (Eph. 2. 10). Believing reader, God
means you to have confidence in your relation
to Him, and to expect much from Him. Are
you possessing your possessions, or doubting
where you ought to be praising?

Poems to Help Christian Experience.—56.

‘* According to my earnest expectation and my
hope . . . now also Christ shall be magnified in my
body, whether it be by life or by death ” (Phil. 1. 20).

. My Father, by grace I am Thine,

Since chosen in Jesus the Lord;

In mercy salvation is mine,
In spite of my sin so abhorred;

How sad my transgression that led
The Son of Thy love to the tree!

How precious the blood that He shed
Because of Thy love unto me!

My Father, I want to be Thine,
Be always and only for Thee;
To fit with Thy gracious design,
Which Thou hast determined for me;
To will as Thou willest, to love
All that is to Thee a delight,
To set my affections above,
Well-pleasing to be in Thy sight.

My Father, I want to be true
And loyal to Jesus my Lord,
To be for my Master, and do,
And with Him to live inr accord;
Yea! Since Thou hast caused me to sce
Thy glory in His holy Face,
I want that my body should be
A vessel 10 shew out His grace.

And, Father, if thas be Thy will,—
Tha vessel to change or to break,
I know that Thou lovest me still,
Nor ever Thy work wilt forsake.
The Heavenly Potrer art Thou,
And I in Thy hands am as clay;
In wisdom Thou fashionest now
A vessel for * that blesséd day.”
My Father, since I shall attain—
By power Thou only canst give—
A glorious rising again,
O may [ accordingly live;
For Christ is the Firstfruits; the grave
Released Him!—And all that are His—
Thy chosen He suffered to save—
Shall share in His heavenly bliss!

‘“ The Bosom of the Father.”

‘“ Leaning on desus’ Bosom.”

SUPPOSE almost all of God’s Children have
! their favourite passages of Scripture. Happy
indeed are we, however, if the whole of God’s
Book is ‘‘ our favourite portion.”” Certainly we
have a goodly portion, and seeing all Scripture
has been given by inspiration of God and is profit-
able, do we not greatly deprive ourselves of
much which our heavenly Father desires us to
know? The thought before me is illustrated in
the pondering of the Gospel by John, as we
read the early verses so familiar and rich in their
suggestiveness, bringing to mind the beginning
of creation in Genesis, and leading us on to the
realisation of the manifestation of God’s glory
in redemption, the plan originating not in us,
but in the BOSOM of the Father. All this cer-
tainly implies the thought of God’s electing love,
but if we stop there in our reading, or if we only
proceed as far as chapter 3. 16, we do not
reach the BOSOM of the Lord Jesus. In 1. 18,
we see Him in the bosom of the Father. In 3. 1_6,
we see Him given by God, Which is grace in
manifestation. Then in John 13, where we have
His bosom (a different word but of linked
thought), we can exult with John in the comfort-
ing experience of grace in nearness. What must
it have meant to the Lord Himself, for He knew
personally the experience of eternal fellowship
with the Father > —Nevertheless, if we stop read-
ing here, we do not reach all, since grace ever
leads us to the realisation of responsibility. In
John 21, we have a further reference to His
bosom. This last chapter, with love’s persistence
and insistence, brings before us our primary res-
ponsibility. Have we a relationship to His
bosom ?

There are three other verses which seem to
sum up so much of the whole subject: 3. 35,
15. 9, and 13. 34; may they be blessed to all
our hearts. M. RUDA.

‘“ Rejoice, because your names are written in
heaven.” The seventy returned with joy, in
connexion with their work. The order of words
is striking, ‘' Subject unto US, through THY
Name.” The Lord Jesus at once directed their
minds to grace. It is natural still to be occu-
pied with our labours, and especially our
encouragements, with the gifts more than the
Giver, with mighty works rather than with
love's devotion to Him (Matt. 7. 22, 24, 1 Cor.
12. 31, 13. 1-13), with things rather than His
glory. How mneedful is the Lord's call to
humiliation, and a godly standpoint, and a
spiritual “ proportion " in our very thoughts.
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S COLUMNS.
“Within and Without.”

HAT is our real condition * within"?
Possibly you wonder what this question
means. It refers to our inner life, not simply
to our clothes, not even to our appearance
(Prov. 11. 22), but to the real life inside. Some-
times one may appear very pleasant when he is
with strangers, but rude and selfish at home. It
is possible to put on a good appearance, but
‘“ the Lord looketh on the heart ”’ (1 Sam. 16.
7). We remember the words of the Lord Jesus,
that *‘ nothing from without a man . can
defile him,’’ but ‘‘ from within out of the heart
of men proceed evil thoughts,”” etc. And He
added, ** All these evil things come from within,
and defile the man” (Mark 7. 15, 21, 23).
What * are " we—** within *’? Again, the Lord
Jesu_s spoke of some who made clean ‘*the
outside of the cup and of the platter,”” but
‘“ within *’ they were full of evil; and then He,
Who saw the heart, uttered the solemn and
searching words, *‘ Ye are like unto whited
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful oute
ward, but are within full of dead men’s bones,
and of all uncleanness ”” (Matt. 23. 25, 27).
We may think, ““ I am so thankful that He did
not say such words to me.” Ah, but what
would He say to US, if He were speaking in
our midst to-day? What are we,—within?
Pressing the words of holy warning, He then
spoke yet further, ‘‘ Ye also, outwardly appear
righteous unto men, but within ye are full of
hypocrisy and iniquity.”” We are not merely
what we appear, but what we actually are
‘ within.””  In Proverbs 23. 7, it is written,
‘“ As he thinketh in his heart, so is he.”” It is
immportant that we should not deceive ourselves,
we cannot deceive God. A label does not make
a thorn into a vine. If it has not the vine
life, it is still a thorn. And a label never made
anyone a Christian. ‘‘ Profession '’ is never
sufficient. Many people use the word *‘ re-
ligious,”’ but that word is composed of two
Latin roots, the first meaning ** back ’’ and the
second ‘‘ to bind.” ** Binding back ’’ can not
alter the character. If I tie up a wild dog, does
he become a gentle sheep? Religion is outside:
salvation is inside. And this is what we all
need first, even the work of God deep down in
our hearts, leading to repentance, and faith in
the Lord Jesus, dying for us lost sinners. And
it is well to ask the all-important question,—
Have you had this blessed experience of God’s
work? .
The Lord Jesus Christ beautifully said that if
there is a work within the work without will

follow. *‘ Cleanse first that which is within the
cup and platter, that the outside of them may
be clean also ’’ (Matt. 23. 26). Yes, He Who
made that which is without made that which is
within, as He Himself said, (Luke 11. 40), in
order that the two may be blest together! If
God’s work is within, it is to be seen. A real
Christian must shine, he must not hide his light.
The outward life must please God when there is
truth in the inward parts (Ps. 51. 6), and God’s
law written on the very heart (Jer. 31. 33).

There are some other remarkable examples of
“ within >’ and ‘' without.” The ark was
covered with ‘¢ pitch ' in this way, and the very
word used is ‘‘ atonement '’ (Gen. 6. 14). So
this was a picture of the work of Christ, and
God looked upon that which was also before
Noah’s eyes (cf. Gen. 8. 14, 16). The very
work which met the wrath of God for sinners is
the joy of faith to those who are safe ** in Christ
Jesus.”” Do we not remember how the passover
blood was outside the door, and the same LAMB
was the food within?

Again the ark of the covenant was covered
* within and without *’ with gold, a picture of
the fulness of glory of the Lord Jesus (Ex. 23.
11). And the types of 1 Kings 6. 29, and 7. o,
seem to show the completeness of God's work
for His people, and in them(Phil. 1. 6). It is
a wonderful thing to be saved, and brought
to be a part of God’s house (1 Pet. 2. 5). Are
you?

But what if any are not saved? They are
lost, and God’s judgment will surely come (Heb.
9. 27). Of this we are earnestly reminded by
the roll of a book ‘‘ written within and without
. . . lamentations and mourning and woe "’
(Ezek. 2. 10), and by the book of Revelation
5. 1, to be unsealed, with its warnings of God’s
holy punishment of sin. And so we have the
eternal contrast between those who are *‘within,"’
and those ‘* without ** (Col. 4. 3), those who
enter in (Rev. 22. 14), and those who remain
* without ”’ (Rev. 22. 15). Are you surprised
that we are urgent that some should feel their
need, and flee to the one Place of Safety, the
one Person of safety, even to-day?

* Within '* each heart God sull can sce,
From Him we cannot hide: .

And though ** without ' all clean may be,
What does God see inside?

Christ Jesus came to save from sin,
In Him no sin was found:

*Tis by His blood we enter in
Where mercy doth abound.

But who are " we " ? Not all believe:—
The ark preserved but eight,

Many themselves will yet deceive,
To find their loss too late.
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Within your heart are you distressed,
And feel your doom, and cry?

Praise God! E’en now you may be blessed,
*In Christ " be now made nigh!

‘*“ Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O God,
Thou Geod of my Salvation; and my tongue
shall sing aloud of Thy righteousness. O
Lord, open Thou my lips; and my mouth
shall show forth Thy praise.’’

Psalm 51. 14, 15.

WHO can fully comprehend the fulness of

Scripture? In this verse we see the
wondrous grace of God. David had committed
two sins for which the law provided 7o sacri-
fice. It is impressive, moreover, to find the
very words “no atonement” in Scripture in con-
nexion with both, “ Ye shall take no satisfaction
(atonement) for the life of a murderer ” (Num.
35..31), and “ He will not spare in the day of
vengeance: he will not regard any ransom™
(atonement, Prov. 6. 35). But God condescended
to do for David what * the law could not do,”
and in this humbling “ gospel-psalm” we see
the way of salvation. Man’s nature (verse §),
and practice (9), are unveiled as alike evil, but
the gospel sets {orth that God is justified (de-
clared righteous, verse 4), and yet (wondrous
fact!) the sinner, too, is justified (“ Thy
righteousness,” 14). How can this be? How
can God be “a just God AND a Saviour”
(Isa. 45. 21, note verse 235), “ Just AND the
Justifier” (Rom. 3, 26)? Itis fitting that Romans
3 should enlarge on bot4 these thoughts, and
in connexion with this very psalm, quoting
in its fourth verse, and then displaying the
contrast with David’s bloodguiltiness (margin
" bloods ') in the glory of Christ, “ Whom God
hath set forth a propitiation through faith in
His blood, to declare His righteousness ™ verse
25. The wondrous allusions to the passover, the
cleansed leper, and (possibly) to the one unclean
by a dead body, in Psalm s51. 7, (“ hyssop”
seems to suggest all), must impress us as soon
as we notice ‘ the bones which Thou hast bro-
ken” (contrast Ex. 12, 46), and the stress on
uncleanness (compare Lev. '13. 45), and the
words, ¢ Cast me not away from Thy presence "'
(see Num. 19. 20). And we have the necessary
and blessed union with justification of a work
within (verse 2. 10), and the broken and con-
trite spirit and heart instead of the broken
bones. The ground of all is the blood of
Christ, and “ purge me with hyssop " may even
be rendered ‘‘ make a sin offering.”” There 1s
ever the thought of One bearing the sin, and
we remember “ blood and water” in John 19.
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34, in the very context where Zis bones are
unbroken, and the same order is found here.
The water is after the blood. We cannot em-
phasize too much that there is always a reminder
of a godly life as the evidence of salvation.
Atonement never excuses sin. The same mess-
age is found in the companion psalm (32).
Forgiveness is not alone there: “in Whose
spirit there is w9 guile™ is at once mentioned.
This life follows the sacrificial work, even as in
Exodus 12 the removal of leaven is the action
of those who have the passover lamb. How
could we rightly hate sin apart from the work
of Christ? How blessed it is to be saved: O
that we too may have the truth in the inward
parts of which Psalm .51 speaks, and which is
the characteristic of the new covenant (Jer. 31.
33)-

How complete is God’s work! The verses in
our title speak of “salvation’ and * righteous-
ness.” These two words are often together
(Ps. 71.15,132. 9,16, Isa. 46,13, 51. 5, 8).
“ It is finished,” said our Lord Jesus, and “by
one offering He hath perfected for ever them
that are sanctified” (Heb. 10. 14). Hence the
humble believer can praise with confidence.
Grace reigns through righteousness (Rom. 5.
21), but there must be a broken heart before
there can be a singing heart. It is when the
saved one hears God's “joy and gladness”
(Ps. 51. 8), that he too is called to rejoice (8),
and this is the joy of God’s salvation (verse
12), so that the tongue can sing aloud of God's
righteousness (14), for mercy and truth are
met together. Redemption always leads to
praise. “ The ransomed of the Lord shall re-
turn and come to Zion with songs and ever-
lasting joy upon their heads’ (Isa. 35. 10),
but the journey began with weeping (Jer. 3i.
9). We find the same experience at Jerusalem
(Zech. 12. 10 followed by Tsa. 52. 10). There
must be the mourning, before God can ckange
it to the oil of joy (Isa. 61. 3). He wipes
away the real tears: matural rejoicing of the
rocky ground hearer is quite different (Matt.
13. 20). David knew the depth of anguish,
and waited till God opened his lips (15). How
striking is this thought in view of Romans 3.
19. And how precious is the unveiling of the
blessedness of God's grace to those of Israel
whom He will deliver in that Day (Jer. jo.
20). The nation is viewed in Scripture as com-
mitting the very two sins here sadly recorded,
and those sparcd shall mourn for the Lord Jesus
(Rev. 1. 7), and then they shall show forth His
praise (Isa. 43. 21). Righteousness and re-
joicing are ever united. We may well repeat
that grace reigns thnough righteousness, and the
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tongue sings aloud not of self-righteousness,
not of man's righteousness, not of any ex-
cusing, not of any compromise, not of any
expedient, but of God's righteousness (Ps. 71.
16, 22. 31), and of that alone. So the chapter
whence we quoted “ A just God and a Saviour"”
concludes with the delightful words ¢ Surely,
shall one say, /z the Lord have I righteousness
and strength: even to Him shall men come;
and all that are incensed against Him shall be
ashamed. /772 the ‘Lord shall all the seed of
Israel be justified, and shall glory” (Isa. 43.

24, 25). ' . '

Habakkuk 2.3 and its Quotation
" in Hebrews 10. 37.

'S THOUGH it tarry, wait for it; because it

will surely come, it will not tarry.” Such
precious words encourage us, as we realize God
keeps His words, and is never behind the
appointed time. True, from the human stand-
point, the fulfilment of the first promise in
Genesis 3. 15 may seem to be *‘‘ after many
days *’ (sce Rom. 16. 20), but a thousand years
are as one day with the Lord. And so we
rest and praise. Next we rcalize that the Holy
Spirit in applying Scripture goes deeply into the
meaning. He shows us that we cannot separate
the blessing from Him in Whom it is given.
Hence we read, ‘‘ HE That shall come will
come, and will not tarry ”* (Heb. 10. 37). We
are reminded that °* the things which must
shortly come to pass” are involved in the
unveiling of a Person,—-** the Revelation of Jesus
Christ.”” In like manner, the Lord Jesus is
before us in the Holy Spirit’s thoughts on
Deuteronomy 30 in Romans 10.  And this prin-
ciple applies throughout Scripture. The ** Seed "
is Christ, *‘that Rock was Christ.”” *‘ In the
Mount of the Lord it shall he seen *’ may rather
be rendered ‘“ He shall be seen *’ (Gen. 22. 14).
Christ is the Centre, and the Key. The glory
iz His.

Sometimes our translators have inserted the
word ** it *’ in italics, thinking to help us. But
does not Matthew 16. 17 even as Galatians 1.
15, 16, emphasize the revelation of a Person.
‘“ Fiesh and blood hath not revealed unto thee
but My Father Which is in Heaven,’’ i.e., this
is the revelation of *‘ the Son of the Living God
Himself.”” HE is to be known (r John 5. 20).

This becomes very precious as we recollect the
context in Habakkuk 2. The next verse is thrice
quoted with regard to the living faith of God's
children, accepted in the Lord Jesus, and whose

faith is in His blood (Rom. 3. 25). Without
Christ the whole Scripture would be mysterious,
but in Him it is a precious mystery unveiled to
His redeemed and thankful people.

Hence *“ we preach Christ crucified,” *‘ We
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord,”
‘““ Whom we preach, warning every man and
teaching every man.”” No *‘ it " could save us,
but He is our Salvation. The man who says, .
** 1 know all about it,”’ twice convicts himself.
** To know about ' is incomplete, and ‘it "’ is
not the resting place of faith.

*“ Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable
Gift.”” Ah, how many words have capital letters,
for they speak of Him. May we know Him
more and more for the Holy Spirit delights to
glorify Him, and whencver He takes ‘‘ things "’
are they not the ‘‘ things ' of Christ ’’ (John 16.
13-15) ?*

Thomas said ‘* How can we know the way.”
The Lord Jesus replied, **1 am the Way.”
Pilate asked ‘‘ What is truth,”” but we are
reminded that he did not wait for an answer,
Rather, the answer had already been given, for
the Lord Jesus had not spoken of truth alone,
but of ‘‘ the Truth.” Accordingly, if we have
life we can say, ‘ Christ Who is our Life
(Col. 2. 4). ‘* God hath given to us eternal life,
and this life is IN 1H1S SON: he that hath the
Son hath the Life ' (1 John 5. 11, 12). Simeon
rejoiced that salvation was a Person, ‘‘Mine eyes
have scen Thy Salvation ** (Luke 2. 30), and we
rejoice in the same glorious Person to-day.
Believing, receiving, coming—are all with
respect to Him, and the last book of Scripture
is not ‘‘* Revelutions,”” but ‘' the Revelation of
Jesus Christ.”’

* The same principle scems 10 be before us when
we not only read * The Scripture saith ', but “As
the Holy Spirit saith.” Hence * it shall talk with
thee "' (Prov.6.22), because the Holy Spirit works

;I‘;ereé))y even as He brings to remembrance (John
. 26).

The Holy Spirit never leads against Scrip-
ture, however spiritual the action and feeling
may seem to us to be.

God graciously makes the simplest and weak-
est, beyond what they can “expect,” and beyond
what others expect from them. The great need
is His fulness, //is power, His inworking. Our
weakness is not too weak for him. He can use
one barley loaf as in Judges, or five as in the
gospel miracle, but are we humbly usable? -

* God’'s Message to us in the History of Lot will
be continued, God willing, in next issue.
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“ Beauty for Ashes,

The Oil of Joy for Mourning,
The Garment of Praise for the Spirit of
Heaviness.”” Isaiah 61. 3.

ASHES, mourning, heaviness! Who would
choose these? And yet men do choose them, in
that they choose sin, for ‘‘ the wages of sin is
death,”” and ** the way of transgressors is hard.”
A reader may say, ‘‘ A doleful theme.” But
why? Is it to lecad to a doleful end, or to tell
of a sure escape therefrom? The gospel does
not make the gloom: sin causes that. The
gospel does not bring the doom : self leads inevit-
ably to that solemn end. Grace has nothing but
music: sin is the kill-joy of earth, and where it
reigns, death reigns.

But the Saviour of sinners is not dead. Salva-
tion is not a mere word. The message of mercy
is not past history. The song of redemption is
not silenced. The blessed hope is not buried.
The way of the Tree of Life is not destroyed.
The door of God's Ark is not closed. The
invitation of the gospel has not ceased to sound.
The ear may be deaf, but the music is still
delightful. The eye may be closed, but the light
is still shining (2 Cor. 4. 3-6). ‘‘Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners ’ (r Tim.
1. 15), and God’s banqueting house shall soon
be filled (Luke 14. 23).

‘“ Ashes.”” Ah, why does such a word come
first? There is no beauty in ashes, but that
is not all. They tell of fire, and Abraham rightly
described himself before God as ‘‘ Dust and
ashes ' (Gen. 18. 27). Many can understand
“ dust’ (Gen. 3. 19) but why ashes? The
sinner deserves the fire of God's judgment, and
the humbled soul acknowledges this. There is a
fire in Genesis 3 as well as a mention of dust:
and the flaming fire was between the sinner and
God. It is very remarkable that a different
Hebrew word was used for the ashes in God’s
tabernacle (Lev. 1. 16). In Isaiah 61. 3 we
have the ashes which speak of rejection; and we
deserve to be rejected by God. Daniel g. 3, and
Jonah 3. 6 bring out the same thought, and
especially Malachi 4. 3, ‘‘ They shall be ashes
under the soles of your feet.”” Too late, too
late, for beauty then; but *‘ behold now is the
day of salvation.”

It is possible for sinners to be saved! It is
more than possible, if they come to God by the
Lord Jesus Christ. \What? Can we dare to use
the word ‘‘ probable ’? No! What then? O
wonder of wonders, the humble soul can boldly
say *‘ certain,” because God Himself has said
so, and God tells the truth, He cannot lie.

“* Beauty for ashes!’ A complete contrast
for the work of the Lord Jesus Christ removes

all guilt, and changes everything. He bore
the judgment for guilty sinners, that such may
have now, and ecternally, beauty instead, freely
given and Divinely appointed. But such are
first ‘* mourners,”’ as the verse shows. They
fcel the burden of their sins (Matt. 11. 28).
That is an all-important step in your experience !
Are you a mourner,—or not?

‘* Beauty for ashes!’’ no longer ‘‘ Judgment
to come ’': it is past: ‘‘ the Lord hath made to
mcet on Him the iniquity of us all,”’ and
redeemed ones are free. Beauty and honour
have become theirs in mercy. ‘“There is there-
fore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus ’ "(Rom. 8. 1). God has said so,
and God means it.

In Hebrew the words ‘‘ beauty ’’ and *‘ ashes "’
contain the same lefters, but the order of the
letters is changed. Believers are the same
persons as before, but they are born again and
changed; there is a new creation (2 Cor. 5. 17).
Ashes tell of a heart that has confessed sin and
its doom, and such a humble and lowly heart
shall be brought to a blessed experience. Do
vou say, ‘‘ 1 do not understand that? *’ It may
be you have never known the ashes. Acknow-
ledge, brokenheartedly, the guilt before God, and
you will not miss the blessedness of the beauty.

And then? Ah, the oil of joy will be yours.
Mourning first: but it is turned into joy, and
the joy flows even as oil. It is not merely a
spurting up of emotion or an irregular outburst. -
The work of the Holy Spirit is suggested by
this joy (1 Thess. 1. 6) and He indwells in the
children of God (Rom. 8. 15).

And what else? ** The garment of praise.”
A garment is to be seen, a garment is to cover,
a garment is not to be dirty, nor torn. There
15 a clothing with praise! The same chapter
speaks of ‘‘ the garments of salvation’’ and
‘“ the robe of righteousness ”* (verse 10). "Here
ts a rich wardrobe. Is it yours? These clothes
do not wear out. The child of God has a right
to a song (Ps. g40. 3), and everything is to the
praise of the glory of God’s grace. How then is
it with you, even with you who now read these
lines? Still the ashes; or the beauty? or is it
that you have not reached the ashes, the mourn-
ing the heaviness, but live in a world of ** make-
believe,”” instead of the reality of ‘‘ believing *’
what God has made and done? Alas, how many
will find too late that their vain ““ joy ’’ is not
the oil of joy, but a dream, yea, and a drug that
stupefies, that poisons, that kills,—when they
awake too late; to learn the meaning of ashes

. without the beauty. THAT is God’s gift in the

day of salvation, alone, not in the day of judg-
ment. S -



















































































































































