L A

IsNSPIRATTON, 26 /1.8 /27

The higher critic is, as a man, of this world, who only knows
about phe grains of dust, but when our eyes have been opened to the
foramenifers of Truth, and when the Holy Spirit focuses the light upon
the Truth we can no more doubt inspiration than we can doubt the
beauty of those exguisite forms, Perhaps you, like myself, have
looked through a microscope upon the tiny grains of dust, and you
heve been almost enraptured by the wondrous forms wrought by little
insects, and you and I ere only able to crush myriads of those insects
in a moment. You and I are too clumsy to make those besutiful forms,
the only thing WE can do is to crush them, WE with all our power
and intelligence are only clever enough to be clumsy, but the God
of all power could of old use those tiny insects to work those
exquisite forms to enrapture & man who is morethan a million times
larger than they are. I think there 1s nothing more attractive in
natureto a child of God than to look occasionally through a micro-
scope., 1 know nothing more affecting as one reslises God's mighty
works, but if we have been brought to look into the Secriptures, we
do not doubt inspiration. If our eyesare open to see the beauty of
God's tiny things, we shall realise that we are face to face with a
book of which there is only one possible explanation, - "God spake
all these words," and when you have learned inspiration in the
school of experience, when the power of the Spirit of God has laid
hold of a man to teach him inspiration he can no more doubt the work
of God there, than he can doubt the work of God in his own soul; and
the two works are very similar. Go back to the middle ages when
there was an attack upon inspiration, there was a parsllel attack
upon God's sovereign grace in redemption with the same source.
Jesuitism 1s chargeable with bo?h; and the two parts of Truth stand

together, If I believe)sovereign grsace,(I believe inspiration, and

why? Inspiration declares that God took men and was pleased to give

His Word perfectly, not partly their thoughts and partly His Word.
Whatever He used of them, He did not hinder the fact that it was all

His own Word, and sovereign grace says that God took hold of poor

fallen sinners and saved them perfectly. If I bel ieve that God
evolved into salvation, I might believe that He evolved a Scripture,
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bet 1f a bellever @is a new creation so is the Scripture a creation
of God. The two thihgs stand together. In other words a beltief in
verbal inspiration is only part of the be’ief in sovereign grace that
saves a soul. It is the bellef tnat God is not attempting to evolve
or patch up but He brings in His own perfect work, Hence you and I,
by the mercy of God are willing to beliefe full verbal lhspiratioh
because God has made us willing. When our beloved Lord said the
Scriptures CANNOT be broken, our hearts say againi- we echo ey¥very
word He uttered, We have experienced the truth of the words -
2Holy men of God spake as they were borme along by the Holy Spirit.
We accept this declaration of Scripture. We believe in verbal
inspiration. We have N0 hesitation in believing verbal inspiration.
But oh, beloved friends let us see to it by grace that our belief is a
thankful belief, and en obedient belief. If we want to emphasize a

head belief im inspiration, without a heart belief that follows out the

Lord's commands, our very head bellef is dragging us down, it may be to
L

eternal judgment, for an unsaved soul with a head belief of the truth

ies far further from God than those who do not know. Let us realise that
many today who own the preclous neme of the Lord Jesus are hot clear
upon this subject of inspiration. They think they are but they are

not. There are hundreds of dear children of God apparently, if you
bring before them 1 Cor. 14, for instance, and some of the statements
there as to “silence" they are inclined yo say, "It is only what Paul
said.8 They have not realised the power of inspiration.

What about ourse¥ves? You and ft;rought Tzace to face with the
fact wo have made a mistake ~ we have grievedGod on something; if we
do not repent, if we only change our opinions wlthout repehtoge, have
we a REAL belief im ihspiration? I think your hearts will at once echo
the thought under the leading of the Holy Spirit in your owh experience
"No®. If we FEEL inspiration, we shall repent if we havé made =
misteke., A belief inwmspiration from God 1s one of the most powerful
- factors ‘ih a repembant believer.st Inspiration is stated in Scripture in
a definite way. I have referred to one phrase, and you will recollect

such passages asy “The words of the Lord are %tried words, purified ...."

ahd agair. ehd sPain we have the declaration, "Thus seith the Lord,"
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"Thus saith the Lord." Again, "All Scripture is given by inspiration
of God"etc. Moreover, it is ageinend again IVMPLITD that the
Seriptures are insplred, and implication is often stronger than state-
nent, When we read of the Truth as a "lamp unto our feet, and light
unto our path," we are not surprised that the Scripture is spoken of
as a lemp, implying very definitely it is God's own Word, written down
and recorded to be applied by the Holy Spirit to our hearts, All the
varied figuresthat are used in the Scripture imply His inspirationm,
"As the Holy Ghost saith" is a beautiful formula that introduces a
quotation. "It hath been written."™ "It 1s written" loses someéﬁggy
of the force in our English. I suppose the German, "It stands
written" is more suitable to the original. The Words of God have &
living force and power. We find argumonts built on single words
without the slightest misgiving, Everything in Scripture implies and
acknowledgment of full inspiration. Personally, I was much im~pressed
in the book of Hebrews, to notice there a stress on the inspiration of
& single word, e.g. the word "Son"; the #nspiration of the ORDER of
the words where you have "Sacrifice and offering" as dlstinct from
"0ffering and sacrifice”; on the inspiration of a recorded type; the
Holy Ghost being viewed as a Witness; "the Holy Ghost thus signifyring
that the way into the Holiest was not open;" the inspiration of
omission, "This Melchisedec king of Salem ... being BY INTERPRETATION,
without father® etc, Here we seem to find every possible form of
inspiration emphasized, and we have only one slternative, we elther
accept full inspiration, or set aside the Holy Scriptures, There is
no in between position, though men may TAIX of another inspiration -
If it be not verbal inspiration there is no depenience: 1t is not
inspiration at all., If it be not verbal, there is no authority, for
I may be emphasizing the part that is not inspired, IF the Divine
appointment is nof verbal, or I may be laying a stress on part of a
verse which is not Divine. How shall I know which wordsdég; not
MPproduce God's thought aright? If there be not verbal inspiration,

somg of us would feel we hatsno authority in our preaching, no

authority to know what to do in our lives. We should be ships
without charts, This isof deep importance. The man who persuades

MEN he believes in inspiration, but denies its verbal character, is
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falling into the terribke danger, which is so popular tolday, "I

bekieve what suits me; I reject what does not sult ne", ©Sek?f

becdtmes the final de ermining power, Inspliratlon verbally is a
remarkable as well as & precious faet. It takes away all the
g lory from man, even as soversign grace lakes away all the glory

and it g ives all t he glory to God, The practical power of a
beklef in verbal inspiration is deeply important, _§25-verbat
inspiration w:;;iié-be a contradiction in terms, leading & man to
deceit, as well as uncertainty and damaging every moral factsros
in his kife, It is not merely 8 question of loss; any other
theory becomes positiveky demoralising , The g lory of
inspiration is that it is humbling 1y preecious, that it not only
shows us salvation but it puts us in a position that keeps us
lowly. VWe do need t o realise ¢ hie in experience , The Holy
Spirit not only provides for our needs preciously in a perfect
book, but He provides that whlch pute us in a plece where we can
receive His instruction when He strikes down our prideand thus
opens our eyes, But it may be helpfuk to some dear children of
God who someftimes feel oconfused when they are preaching Just to
know what is involved in verbal inspiration and what 1s not, VWe
do not assert the verbal inspiration nf any transktation, That is
deeply important, We value transkatlions, but verbal inspiration
belongs to the orig inal, May I offer one further suggestion
which i3 more hunbling? We do not assert the erbal inspiration
of any interpretation that a believer may make, Sometimes even
when God has humbled us we are apt to think that our interpretation
is on the level of the inspired Scripture, If so, we are showing
that we are not sufficiently humbled, As a transletion loses the
power o the original so does ke our interpretation, And though
there may be some things as to which our hearts can say ®x "God, I
am sure, has taught me this in the power of the Holy Spirit", we
have to own all our interpretations lack the fulness of verbal

insgpiration in the way we express them, Murthermore, every word
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in Seripture is inspired, as originally gliven, but every word
is not a revekation, It 1is important to be clear upon this
point, because gome will say to us "Do you declare all the
statements are a revelation?" and then they will refer, perhaps
to some historical statement, or to some extract from a
genealog y, or to some statement in the book of Proverbs

"It 1s not g ood t o each much honey" for example, or some
statenent of t hat character, We do not declare these are
revelations but we do declare that they are given by full
inspiration., In ot her words, if an extract is taken from a
genealogy ~ (it may be a heathen genealog y or a heathen
record) - it is taken by inspiration; that is to say God
beginsg at the word He meant to include and leaves us at the
word wherewlth He meant to c¢lose, He included what He meant
to put there « nothing more and nothing less, It is fully
inspired, If God tells me the siuplest statement, that the
ants are a people not strong , I do not reply "I knew that
beforehand", I may have known it beforehand, but I did not
know beforehand how God meant to tell me that for a special
purpose, and therefore 1t is His lnspiration to pick it out
and tell me thgt, when there are a million other things He
could have told me which I did not know, He picked out just
what He wanted to tell me, Furthermore, some dear children of
God have been confused by some saying "You tell me the Bible
1s all through the Words of God", We acknowledge in the Bible
we find the words of t he devil, and others, but they are
recorded by inspiration, So, when we read of the words of a
Fekix, are those words inspired? Fekix says, "When I have a
more oonvenient season, I will send for thee", Tertullus the
orator speaks of t he Roman governor, and says what a beautiful

experience they had under his rule., Were these words inspired?

They were lies. What then? The record of the lies is included
by inepiration, to make us ashaned of a man of the world, and

to lead us to see that if we gtand before governors we must not
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flatter them, but have the plain speaking, yet respect, of God's
servant Paul, The grace of God leads His people to be graclious

and gentle and thankful, The grace of God doegs not enable us todo
without food ané slYeep and earthly made cletheg, God is pleased
to deal with His people as iving in the world, If God leads us to
have food or clothing it is sanct ified by the Word of God and
prayer and yet if inspiration (as some think) must leave out Paul's
olok¥ and leave out other det ails, then we are¢ "unsanctifying"

the common things of daily life, It is a serious thing to say the
apostle was uninspired in 2 Tim, 4,13, While his Lord spent 20
years in the backgrodnd and only 3 in the foreground, surely a
believer can say there is sanctification in the background, in the
oloﬁ@ and thanks be unto God inspiration is on the line of bringing
God into the little thinzs, Furthermore someone may asgk, where was
the need for inspiration in historical passagoa? Men knew whht
happened end could just record what happened, I veanture to say
there is nothing harder to write than history without a bias, Take
t oo the Gospel narratives - they record some days al Yength and
other days are quite keft out , Inspiration gelected, For God
meant to tell us some things and meant not to tell us other things.
There are those who will say "Where is inspiration?® Pgul has sonme
favourite words and John some favourite words and Peter some
favourite words"., Wekk beloved friends how does that toush verbsal
inspiration? Do you think that if God saves a soul and puts a new
14fe into him = a new creation - that man Xoses his personal
plysical appearance, that when you see him the next day, you will
not know him? You say x "No", There are those who will tell us
there are €ifficulties in the way of inspiration, They will.remind
us of seenming contradictions but I suppose the answer of most of
God's people will be, if you search t he seening contradictlons more
you will find eazch contains a hidden blessing and a hidden lesson,
We have not found one contradiction that loavis out the word "seeming"
Moreover, men will remark, "What about the quotations?" and dare to

add "They are not quoted accurately”, What shall we answer concerning
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this? The whole object ion is based on error, Can you quote German
in Eng lish? I cannot, When the Holy Spirit gives quotations in
Greek He transkates, and bold, and worse than bold is the man who
would dere to say He has translated wrong ly. There is utter
ignoring of the fact t hat we have a translation which brings out
that part of the fulness of trut h that God wishes td bring out in
the verse before us, §Some have, perhaps, felt a dlfficulty as %o
inspiration from such a book as the book of Job, I think I should
put that down as z§§ greatest difficulty but in one sense my-d”d§V
difficulty would be t his « Here 1s Job in intensenagony and speaks
beautiful poetry, On the ot her hand, I ocannot say 1t is only a
precious moral story, bt I am sure there 1s a solution of this, one
of the greatest difficulties, Where are we told Job wrote his book?
Can you inform me that Job spoke Hebrew? My own beklief is that t he
ingplred writer translated ¢t he words into Hebrew and that he, under
definite inspiration, gave this translation, and we have the
beautiful poetry, Some would bring up the thought againsti
inspiration ~ of lost b ooks, BPhis is only beside the mark, and has
no bearing on the subject, There is no difficulty to us in a lost
book, God has been pleased to giv e us enough for our knowledge,
and 1f an inspired book has not been handed down (I will not say
lost), God has the record, Others have brought forward objections
based upon the various readings, They have gald 2You believe in
verbal inspiration, you have just t he same difficuliy", This is
only a catchephrase objeotion, What does this come to? The
argument 1s simply this, One word in a hundred, shakl I say, is
uncertain becauee of different manuscripts; therefore 99 words in
the 100 are far more d#finitely proved than 1f we only had one
manuscript, If any man of reasonable common sensé can think that is
a parallel with the whole hundred words being uncertaln, I venture
to suggest that he has no knowledge of what criticlsm means, There
are a few verses I could not bulld an argument upon, beocasuse I am
not sure if éﬁ: are in the original or not but one word in a
hundred 1s an overestimate of the problem, There are one or two

Rt
statements we cannot bDe sure are t here or not, ©uw slmple answer
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ig thims -~ we know God gave everything perfect, Whatever man has
had he has damaged, and, just as those whom God has sovereignly
gaved you cannot be sure in every case that that one is saved, if
you answer because we are not sure in one or two cases therefore
no-one 18 saved at sll, you are making & grave mistake, Thanks
be unto God, there are those who are saved, and know it and the
Seriptures are so wondrously preserved that we must confess almost
every verse stands oul in 1its full‘%erbal inspiration, which we
can san accept and emphaslze, without the slightest misgiving

and with the fullest praise,



